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Cl AMO’S FOREWORD 


H rAtcn on the page of the diary for August 22, iq?y 


\Iy writer s ' anity makes me beg that, if one day publicity is given 
to those notes, it will be remembered that they were thrown on to the 
papci by me, ir. bits and pieces, between an interview and a telephone 
call. T was obliged, though not against my will, to wring the neck of 
literature, and confined myself to brief memoranda of the ev ents of 
which I was, t / turn, actor, author or spectator. The interest will 
spring from ihc Tacts, not from the hurried reporting. 


EDDA CIA NO’S FOREWORD TO THE 
ITALIAN EDITION 


I he present \ >Iume of the diaries of my husband is, like that already 
published, absolutely authentic and reproduced in I:s entirety. Nothing 
has been omitted or altered. It was my wish that this should b*- done, 
m order that, ova e the whole truth had been told, tor good and for 
■ \il, the notes hit by iny husband miid.t help ^o reconstruct five of the 
ini;4 interesting years in the history of Italy and of the world. 


vi 
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INTRODUCTION 


The already published portiou ol Ciano’s Diary started on January ), 
JQ30, and ended with his final, and very pitiable, apologia written in 
a cell in Verona Gaol on December 23, u) 43 . wher he was v. tiling to 
be executed. Me, however, became Italian Foreign Minister in 193b. 
Thus v i'll the publication of the present volume, covering the period 
from August 23, 1937, when he began the Diary, to December 31 , 193P., 
ihe record is nearly complete. His Diplomatic Pape s, which have also 
beer published in an lvnglish translation, uic. oftoi nhriid to 111 die 
Diary, and provide the official counterpart of his j ivatc observations 

rnd rclieetions. . 

It will be noted that in this earlier portion of1 le Diary there are 
occasional missing entries (indicated in Mi. Mt or> notes' whose 
disappear uu has never been explained, though 11 has been suggested 
that they we-e removed because they incninma cd living persons. 
1'iofesc.T Salvcinini and others have argued w.tli rone pla.u.bili.y that 
the text may here and there have been tampered with, but ba, tins 
proposition on conjecture rather than evidence. I he original man. • 
script of the Diary Is extant, 1 fitter inCSan. a unmistakable hand; *od 
the style i through ut char oteristi< dly hi* *n odd blend ofj.terary 
,nd journalistic mannerisms, of banality and hve.incss, which wo Id 
be difficult to reproduce. No one has seriously question.'! it* value as 
,m outstanding historic :il donimrnr »»( our time. 

rut „r: survival was r-m .Table enough. Ciano (who, as readers 
„f the 1 vv '00,1 coir ,• to realize, remained in some respects exceed 
uatvei hoped to o r il as a bargaining eountc* lo save Ins own skin 
the final .i, I V ie. Gocbbels indicates that r tiler- were earned 
| , t he point of supplies of Spani-h currency I ring . ons.dered. In 
r - V lvolir then was the . ireumstanrr, also re narked on In Goeb- 
1/(■ With some aceibitv. that Mussolini was nluctant to have hi* 
l it , I;,w liquidated, despite Ids treachery a die lamoi nn nng ol 
1. , • Gran,I Com .it at which Mussolini '. a deposed, by dm 

( w l.o had tn up wearing unnorm aml reverted (o 
,, f i . f . . } J0W l( h:U which he favoured before the ! )ar, h on Rohm , 

' , become sick even ol vengean, e. All the five had gone 

' i.Lc Ma both in a not altogether dissimilar case, he had 
", * ‘ 0 f the sun A110I hi r faciar v.ldeh nmy have played 

JmltL^was that EAU < .mo, accnrdiue m an 
.van,. P !l ' >" 1 1 f Gciebbrls’s, was in a position 10 blackmail her 
I '!;;;,T have thought thm the Du. , . v ulner ibiluy 

«o black n ui< was so enormous as to make him m.mmw. 


vu 
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\\)>at purports to be an authentic account of Giano’s curious trans¬ 
actions with the Sichcrheitsdienst regarding his Diary is given in 
Htr. Geheime Front , published in Vienna in 1950. The relevant extracts 
appeared in the dcptembei 10, 1950, issue of IJIllustration Tiait.jia. 
According to the author o' this work (who uses the pseudonyir. Walter 
Hagen), a written contract was drawn up between Giano and Kaltcn- 
orunntT whereby, in return for being released from prison, Giano was 
to hand over his Diary. To give the Germans an idea of the value 
oi what ihcy were getting, he arranged for the first section to be fetched 
lr an Rome, where he had hidden the whole. A female secretary of the 
S.D. Officer with whom the negotiations were conducted acted as 
intermediary. Sh< went to Rome on Giano’s behalf, and duly returned 
v, idi the pmdonoJ the Diary published in this volume, which oineliov. 
reaped when, on fider’; orders, the archive:, of (he Reiclissiclierheits- 
hiauptainpt were cstroyerl <il the end of April, 1015. According (n 
cu tin- nouiii, c first part of dir Di«.r> v.as left behind bv Kdda 
Giano in a Kirnin clinic when she fled in dLs,,u sc to Switzerland, taking 
tlie » it of the manuscript Diary with her, in 1944. It was then hande d 
i>vcr ta the Gesfu \ a bv the clinic doctor under threat r-i death, but 
subsequently recover» l "id public, d in Italy in tOjfl. There ean be 
no posable doubt that it is genuine— the beginning of chc fasein.iting 
jf*111 n 1 dnrh C't.ino recorded all his thoughts and implosions ol 
[roph- and events during hi ’ e;us ofoflice, andfrmu which be would 
occasionally read ' !rr is 1 > the Ducc and his more eminent 1 isitors. 
One »j these w.r: Mr. Sumner Welles, who lias described in G The 
?wie for Dolton hn v Giano, in the course of a conversation on 
l el.-nm y w», ‘took out • .1 .. sute hi:, famous red Diary in whi» li Ir: 

<cforr!( d in hi-, own handwriting his daily activities’. 

In any rase., wen ay br grateful that a< 1 idrnt, curiosity and cupidity 
dotul-' tl r hiivr e ispircd to en me 1 lie p»r-sen.aticai o[The: Di.n \ in 
•' ruiretv Jt. an .iKvmpan *V document which provides a drtadr J 
.md \ ivid picture of t a linn 1 a«i i an in its last phase*, and « orivevs in a 
quite unique way the 'liman of du curious «imes, a. .ve il ui. tin* v Inle 
charm te.t ol the l alegurie tie* sir. •. ;c mixture of homnasi lies, 

‘ vniwun -od uuiuity wm.l lurnidud its mvNtiqu*-, the hi i- 
■ 1 "u. 1 u .» , n "»d :itinot*phcre it i-i [. .l.Hi J \l.ovx all, there 

emngc • m ft in 1 tic hncainenu d»c fabulous being round whom the 
rcfsiirir revolved -Mussolini, who, until i*jjin \i du- curl. Giimo d < pj^ 
f vi whose in.infer and ■ <r . appe« « m < lu aped, md whose 

worn* he fuahfully echoed howc 1 inrojv** quern i.d nr i *i' pomTous 
(hi , nu • I.<*. 

V*. '»< *1 1 11.* I >1. 1 v u;«. 11*. » • i 1 10 v. a* at the l iginni'if; * • Ins r 

I if’ an f\ 1 • niftier 1 h • re*p .m halitiei* and eminent which lu iddrn 
transhifion bom relative nliNcuritv entailed we < mill fresh; th 



INTRODUCTION 

essential pattern of Italian foreign policy, whose ultimate consequences 
were to be, for him personally and for Italy, so catastrophic, was 
already set, but there still remained room for manoeuvre. No irrevoc¬ 
able decisions had been taken. If relations with Berlin were growing 
ever closer, London continued to present a possible line of retreat, i he 
Spanish Civil War seemed as far as ever from being ended in Franco’s 
favour; the conquest, of Albania was no more than a remote, though 
increasingly attractive, project; Austria continued to enjoy a precarious 
independence, and Ribbentrop had not yet become a frequent and 
abhorred visitor. Racial laws, the introduction of ic go< sostep or 
passe; Romano, and other unsuitable enterprises wl -reby Mussolini 
tried to give tic* Italian temperament a Nordic flavoi , were still only 
under combination. 

As the Diary proceeds, we see the Gadarcne • ish appreciably 
accelerated. Ciano himself, in the preparation ofthi catastrophe, was 
no more than an instrument. If hr was not wholly levoid oi under- 
.t Hiding, he ( a ked the qualities of character which would have enabled 
him to u i ;c it to advantage. Hr \\a^ hustled along by events which he 
c c lid ncithei shape nor understand Though lrom time to time h 
adopts, in tla circumstances, an inlmiteh absurd high moral ton he 
v\a in fact wholly devoid if morality in his judgements, r tor that 
iimtter b< haviour. Like most oi those v.l"» have 1 on washed up into 
liiitu nce since the. Century ot the Common Man began its diradhi) 
course, he proves on clc:.er examination to have been, not » uuit h 
unpiincipkd, a: unawaie that principles ever h;o < played, or « ouid 
|)la v , any part in hum; e aflhits. i ; ’e records, loi m- one, uilh grave 
a | • pi(i, it ion Mi vuliri’s remade about tin I tench sidlerin Irani tin 
m , t d dm use ol l\nu , but fails i“ o late it to ihr bland teii ivm.m t > 
his own a. ! the I ..If I lies in u hid' the I)i oy abound .. In the one 
v } |;i r ry Hopkins nr d,, ucrican context, a o tip. 'able Ji.i-uh i 

cjuiid nothin; in* ompalibk bitwmi :• passionat* belief in «kmo- 
vrMt initituli 'O' and practices and an equally par* oneir admiration 
for uk .Soviet, regime in v lv h tin y . . re notabl larking. 

. \ Cairfitejton once p'jo.mDM that, c< ai. y to the popuku 

hen mi e:v t ; behevc* in ( lod tin y h» not the A I Dicv'- 
In the - ainc way, when men cruse to 


supposition, v 

in nothing, but in anything 

to u - • conduct bv pi i maples, however >1. rived, iltey do not t|, » (l 


As with Mussolini and (Ainu, <| 


o< 


,oVc . 

o:i.io m<.i i 1 ■ 11 ic9S , , - , • i i • 

tu . lu whatsoever to be onscrveil in thnr In haviour am! uu-ir 

" from day to day, or even 

1 . ' • „ . . . _4 _ lL..l 

ee< 


on' •< ment 
from oi um 'ii to moment 


i re i s 


u Bio.uiu uny vu unjr, 

lutlr^i, it n intcrc n.p to not« that Mtisxo- 


!i 


V j »r o • bring as 


w;c uininoiily believed 


Fite and deceive, 

Uvwt in a ant state of fluctuating purpose « h« 

..•hi. <U(T«..((>, H...I rl»ai.«< Irrqucntly. No nu.mna. ol muIi-cok... 
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or ripening of ntellectiu .1 powers is discernible in him. The only 
change was in temper—a rage boiling up in him and directed 

equally against associates and opponents; Victor Emmanuel and 
Hitler and Mr. Eden and General Franco alike its targets. He was 
enraged by Hitler’s strength and Neville Chamberlain’s feebleness and 
Roosevelt’s banalities. He was enraged by everything and everyone, 
and, being so, tended to revert to his original anarchism, lunging out 
wildly in the day* <•! his glory at ihc bourgeoisie, the King, the Vatican, 
with the same ferocity as in his seedy revolutionary days. His pursuit 
of power, the on y consistent purpose in his life, as so often happens, 
led him hack to vhere he began. 

All tliii Gianc reveals without being fully aware of the extent of the 
revelation. Jake Ik .a ell, he is an incomparable chronicler because 
largely a idol. fis inordinate vanity (again like Boswell) give., his 
Oiai .t piquanc . and even a kind of verisimilitude, which it would 
otherwise lack. His very deceptions are so preposterous that they 
defeat their object and disclose the truth they are intended to obscure. 
Blake says that the fool who persists in his folly becomes wise. Chino 
certainly persi: f cd in his folly, and to that extent may be credited with 
wisdom, A word of caution should, however, be added agaimt 
aercpling hi.» testimony at ill fk e value. In every encounter, Ci no 
Maw himself as holding the centre of the stage'. All his arguments, in his 
own tiUniMiou, wore unanswerable; he a as invar iably dominant. 1 bis 
was, |n fact, far from being nl t wn the care, tf Lord Perth# &nd h* s 
>nc ssor as Jhiieh Vnbasvador in Rome, Sir P<i\ Lorn Inc, had 
given their .mounts of their transactions with Ck uo, they would 
douhtics differ materially from (iianoV 1'lv- n in the privacy ot Ins 
I Kiry he could n3t allonl t yne v hers the credit for standing up to 
bun (in reality, no very difficult leaf), nor for puncturing his m 
e;<ii.uijtiblc .sclf-i arm. Self-dram nuts like Gi.ino .tic always in the 
riflii. It i*! to be that tbev iudub c m self-druinaiLnl ion. 

fl i |n i porti *n ol tin Diary in of particiil u intci* *;t to Lngliah 
readetv if «>nly because one of tie < hirl pn occupations thronrhom i 
Angb’Ttali in relations li in easy now lo ndiculc the efforts madi '»y 
the b.iplo . Chamberlain Government to bring about a rappi'ochcrm nt 
■.nil f<\, . |M li.ily I be poliov, such, was sound c t. . . »h to p event 

tin; coimobilation the Axis by seel in* to pnsuade Mussolini • Ie hi 
h..< k from (mail (' f nirtilt i« * hirnsrH ,■> a ( m tip an alb 'nre. ! wi the 
n adopted i idier than tie < ml , which they '* • re due fed which 
at fault. Likevdlpowei addicts, Mussolini wu , hnpi c ot d only by 

strength# IJvetry effort at conciliation seemed to him a rimniihsUtion 
•.(’«.v< akte v, i.nd so »nly :,ci\ (1 toe* infirm* in In eyes. ih< advimtii}’,< 
ol peiMMing in .m • igmncul wid. Hitler I hi ttuyip* isivc ends annoL 
Diaiy show lbi*i incbmcholy p lcrvt at work Wind T endon intend *d 
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w Jc a sedative invariably acted as a stimulant; each rew dcse further 
inflamed the complaint it was intended to cure. 

Yet, looking back now, and in possession of all, or iX any rate most 
Of, the facts it is tragically clear that a different treatmentcould have 
produced different results. Mussolini, and still more Caano, had 
moments of grave doubt and indecision about their Ax,s policy, 
especially after the Nazi conquest of Austm-about which, to their 
proat chagrin, they were not even given advance information. By an 
unliappv Ihf.Htv, however, a r newed effort of appeasement invariably 
came from linden just when a show of strength and resolution was 
most required. They were pushed into Hitler s arms W the very cager- 
ne s of Chamberlain to embrace them on any terms. In the unlikely 
event of son,, functionary in the Kremlin having kept a journal during 
the post-war wars, it would be surprising if it did m t hkew.se record 

a comparable strengthening of aggressive lentlene.es by the ’•ell-.m ant 

efforts. >f those who sought, thr .ugh conciliatory gest ..res, u. abate.hem. 
‘The fundamental ideas in our Note’, Caano wrote on October 14, 
1 1(37 , ‘have been ccepted in London and Pans. 1 an- surprised Alter 
ti e threats of the last few days this withdrawn! is enough to make one 
speculate about the decline of the French and People-.. It wa 

Jot die obdurae.. but the feebleness, of the British an. Irene■. myern- 
,a„.s which drove. Mussolini on, against hi Utter I'tcgemcn. to throw 
in his lot ii rctri'k abl) with Hitler If they had Ktven vay le •, h- would 
have hesitated long. . , ami perhaps at last have d . aded aga.m a 
curse which was in many ways personally d aawet dm in mil -.1 


I Ada Ml Iitdlty | • / i . 

vvh „ , p t Ably ruinou consequ-m es he was wollmv re. n the evt n . 


,, , (deck tr:iK<-dy. everyone - well-intrnUoned : ,d tenl.o. cd 

. mil -end tow. dsproduc ng the 

of September •<. t«V W , w-lh all that How .1 Iron. U ... terms 

nf individual and collective desolation- . 

• ■ m reb ... c\cnls in our tin..- has been so last ; ml so lurums that 

* * . (Ii( . Wilkr ol a speed boat, gets ol.IitcrArd almost . lore 

’iued V.-stndav, seems infinitely remote- •" a 

" • ' ‘ 1 |„.„, r tike M I.soliui, idiom rno.t ol us remember 

labulo-n Fan mirl-dne. In the hot, -or and 

;. - ;c ,-oh litv of his l.u tends to be. overlooked 

i lot.' y of hi .., tuc sci.u* W , ul . ... M...ir r . a . 


Hehui a,.n,h.-'d. Si, KwuUM, • If I Illy 

' ll ' ,, ...ids, decked In I 'll Oin III I' isnsi llr Igm. 

( Jtainberl.ut’, j., u ird Shaw and Rabindranath I agon , 

. 


[Jsrflll 

! M *\ ' i S . t ,f the age—so str.uigcly uasorid a t*mplo .m 

have >?iu! to bi' fyr*uu> kii .. , , 

,, a.ut Movd<- -.ptivatedb, lbllr.. and all th« 
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v: ;c and ludicixus company who have at different limes seen a new 
dawn breaking in the Soviet prison-house. Some of these Iasi, inrident- 
aj 1 s, having grown disillusioned with Moscow, arc now at the same 
game in Belgrade. 

In such circui istanres, a document like CianoV. Diary is particularly 
valuable. For those who have eves to sec, its lesson is as unmistakable 
as it: matter and manner (excellently conveyed in Mr. Mayor's earelul 
and sensitive translation) are enthralling. Better than any laboured 

gui.icnt or sU.tement of principles, it demonstrates the ultimate 
fallacy «power - -the those who pursue it as an end in itself c annot but 
bci ome divoro«*» from reality, and, in becoming ::o, encompass their 
(avh ruin. Tf Ciano himself, despite his high olfice, had only a minor 
p;n i in tlj»* v orbing out ol this immense tragedy, he was well siivuod 
toobs' r.-c its co irsc, and gifted with a uhu icney of literary talent, and 
even humour, to len\c behind him one of those rare source bou/v. out 
ol which history s woven. 
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AUGUST 23, I 937 - DECEMBER 3 I , 1937 

I'lALY JOINS THE ANTI-COMINTERN PACT 






Attrn I:s on shipping in the Mediterranean—Santander captured by 
Italian and Spanish Nationalist troops—Arrangements for Mussolini’s 
visit to Germany—Schemes for Albania—More piracy and more 
pro tests--Invitation to Nyon—British attitude to the recognition 
of the Italian Empire—The Mediterranean patrol—Revolts in 
Abyssinia Mussolini and Giano in Germany (September 24-y)-- 
A new commander in Spain—Grandi and the Non-Intervention 
Committee—Perth on Anglo-Itulian agreement Ribbcntrop in 
Rome October 22-4)—Eden suggests a meeting with Giano -Th is 
in Rome - The Anti-Comintern Pact signed t November 6) 2tal> 

sabotages the Brussels Conference -China and Italian mediation 
Pres war with France —Italy recognizes Manchukuo -Plans Jbi 
navai construction-— Stoyadinovichin Italy (December 5-10.' -Italy 
I aves the League of Nations (December 11) Standstill in Sp: :n 
,.ady Chamberlain—Plans for Spain rcconsidc red. 


23. From to-dav I mean to resume a regular diaiy. 

Th<- i •:u »• ad to in« that democracy has die same idled on tin 
Sla\s as alcohol has on negroes— la iuplctc «h\iiilr'*intion. lie aim# 
talked aboil the ir-c i c I'm exceptional r< ,imes following strong 
resolution uy movements. 

Ingram* made a friendly / unnrt'ht about the tor| do atUnhv* n the 
McdileiT.iiican. I replied r iii • biazenly. He cut away almost 
satisfied 

The Chinese want aeroplanes lor Shanghai. 1 vi ually replied No’ 
i reminded the An Ims* id<»r f dtrii altitude durin ' mi- lions and also 
| Jl( r, After that they can’t expect our sympathy. 


Aunt sj 2 * l took Stiviclr 1 to sec the Ducr. His report on his 
ii-isbjoii to Was! ting ton wa commonplace and verbose--verbosity is 

t 4 n n ■ \ i iieii.iu « liar.ieleristK . 

tl.it .bin* 1 talked to me about vnriou. qiietiiou then about bG foub 
comi.r; visit to <’ nanny. J nave him imtructic Cor the O.i- <r's visit. 
<>,, Ilic inli i ii.il situation nothing non. 


M i. 1 \i hin( . ingn-un. (‘ouiis.ilni u ill BritUh 

. h « ' i .],< ■(*.«. frt« tote. ndor. 

•' In i|,i* prrYtmi . |,,nnit/.la ll’» P- tin • brrii :»n null r cnk » 

11.11 j{.s| Rrpt.hli. hi and rd.rr • R including ill 

( Otji, I ',?/ 

I ul io ‘•.iivirIt, Indian Ambassador in Wudiington 
v 1 tin 1 lit echini, t ’Id* 1 ‘1 Polio'* 


has ' in Koine, n^ p, 7. 

ibmaiinc and air aluu U 
Brill -H UOlHH »ljl lif,lt 11 


J 
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GIAN O S DI \RY 

J received Medici 1 to talk about his row with Balbo- and Golonna. 3 
1 advised absolute calm. Even if he is right, he mustn t annoy the Chief! 
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Decided to send the Monlccuccoh 4 to China. 

Good news frern Spain. The offensive continues victoriously. Tele¬ 
graphed to cut off Santander’s water supply in order to hasten the 
surrender, which is now very near—possibly to-morrow. 

Staracc 5 telephoned me, furious with Badoglio 0 for some n m«' j ^ 
he made to the Federate of Asti. 7 Some remarks criticizing the Spanish 
enterprise and personally hostile towards me and Russo. 8 


August 25. Santander fell to-day before the blows of ou- Legions. 
I gave the Duce the news at the airport, wliile we were waiting lor the 
airmen on the Damascus-Paris race. He was pleased. He said he was 
expecting good news from me to-day. It is a great victory we have won. 
1 belicAf there will be more than 50,000 prisoners. My mind goes bac*. 
to t ic Guadalajara days. People . ere getting frightened.^ We talked 
to Riu > about the situation and nearly made each others hair tuiu 
while Bui we had faith. 

I have persuaded the Dm-* t<> give bo millions to Albania over t*n 
next Ib'ir years, for works ex'various kinds. My visit to Tirana con¬ 
vinced me of the necessity for taking good caie of this sector of the font. 
Wc must create stable centres of ltab u influence there. Who knows 
■/hat. t! * futuic may have in store? We must be ready to seize the 
opportunities which will present themselves. We arc not going to with- 
f s time, a we did in 1920. In the south wc have ahsoihcd 

.1 i hundred thousand Albanians. 9 Why shouldn t the same thing 
happen ou tin of t:i ride of the entrance to the A In tic:? 

At th« sea 1 1 ad a chapter about the: Peace nj Amiens. Very 
it. * i ring, on the ;vr ofiny nig nations Mth Great Britain. It mark 
im think of man ) \nalogh... 


z\ vn 'ist - O. f ] e victory <>l Santander has assumed majoi piopu!* 
It h not the beginning of the end - the end is util I a Ion 1 vay 

• Murdirsc Oiaccrn o . r! • Vajrrcllo, U'Hrr S.-crrur;, v,J State unde' g- 

IN«:u«i* u of tile ( ounril 'Mi. • ■ l ■ ‘ i • • , . , .. < 

» Air M.u.Hh.it halo Bnli.o. C..vTi iiof-<- ih r;,l of l.it-va. Owe d the quadi-mon.. 

ih* 1 u ■ on '*' n> K.ilU J in an .1’ -t 1 ' >\er I ohrul. ig Juitt * 1 1 • • , 

h.mc Au arit. <Joh nua, a irv <u\ 01 thr tistiiiKached Konrin lam"v. 1 

Amlmvs.ulor in Washii n. i«i/j8 . 

• MinUiiuroli, an lui ouiiu. , .. •, ,, 

Si.u.in , St. rtli <t nruil >1 'I"" _ . * 1 ' 1 •’ . • 

nscitt Militia, i<i 41 Sli.n witl> Mu«Um> in April i>h 5 
I Juki: of A III.. .'I W/.'' v ', 7 

t„ 1 ,,4,,. I’iim Mitiirarr ;.ti, ■ 'la 1 .ill of Muwwlm. Iron, 


b 1 irUt<.*iim.t-( Jciifra 
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u-ru ral Stall until Dec 
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* ) .uigi Kujfo, ( hit*I ( 

* vlhan: »;»n s i U d • 

entury und Infer 
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a&y-but it is a heavy blow to the Reds in Spain. 1 have given orders 
lor the aircraft at Palma to bomb Valencia to-tught. ns is the 
moment to ten >rize the enemy. The Duce said * e 

m!1 ke the defeatists of Guadalajara pay- an allusion to Balho. But he 

will foi uve him or, as usual, do-nothing about it. ... . . 

Russo ba. sent me a fine letter in the name ot the Mthtia showing 
gratitude for my vrork and my support in bad times. I wrote a reply 

"’ll ^ r . , v : t h Bastico. 1 Received Federzoni, 3 

^ ” *'/ “tt-I rl nt 0 f his visit was full -f personalities 

back from America. His account 01 ms 1 

and boring. 

August 27. Telegraphed Bastico to secure for us tactf-lly. (lags 
and guns captured horn the Basques. I envy the Fro their nvahdcs 
and the ( iermans their Military Museum. A flag tion 1 the enemy 

is worth more than any picture. to he drl-.wH 

T„, am informed me that Drummond to be dch.yed 

he., e alv - the beginning of the conveivmot ®Jow ,hat he 

1 now have man> doubt v- ..-. , r ’ s bn>tH 

delay is caused by the death of the Ampa. 

dieic will be the usual sprcul .ions U) C h na and that we 

I promised Hotta ‘that we will not supply 

w.U support dte Japanese-r.< heir, e-quests. ^ ^ visil to 

1 am personally making . f of |he ptt ..ranune. I have 

tji-imany To-day 1 app.mrd helm - ■ (m , S( .,, ,, ti , ini ,r 

C.i.truslcd 11 ■ ei'OH o t It via 1 * * m0 ,e Prussian than 

p.tv attrni’oii to the umfoi os. \\c must app 

the Prui.- an 

A ,,,-u • 1 -II Filippo' .5 back from Bled, where he ended Stoyad.- 
• M theiihou roof of the Frant i-Czech curacy aga.ait 

the yule Bnienfe meeting pufple in fk < 

^V^’liuccRiccionc.- 1 saw Copiri o. his return from 
'.'luuiniph in Paris. He asked me for a command m Spam. 

' Vl "' ’ * llonumin . r-in-Chirfol the Kalian tuop. iu Spain 

V 11 t-n iknt of .lie Senate. A journalist. 

* l.wyi l .T '/.-i". • ‘ b | ( |,,rin oa-j-o. 

" Mr t Uruinm-'I•}“ « '" 1 • j, , ,, lM y.O 

who*.- death i- fl»U«lcel u. <■» ' arl 

Allien. Mim e’ 1U| .,j vU ,y i» Mn volini. 

..w- •" u.ouaiii.' - * 

IM.ppo -Wow, ••••-' *- • V’iniv. ■ and lore 

i Mil n Sioypdmwnli, \ugo»l« v 1 

KcbvuArv 

• Ktcviom 
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Conde 1 complained about the obstructionism of the Navy over the 
delivery' of the two destroyers and two submarines. I put an end to 
the legalistic resistance of out sailors by blowing up Cavaqnari 8 on the 
telephone. The Ducc approved. This Spanish enterprise is constantly 
opposed by a policy of passive resistance on the part of the Navy. The 
Air Force is magnificent. The Army does its job. 1 he Militia, is 
enthusiastic, but, fundamentally, the Ducc and I have the sole respon- 
tbility—I should say, the sole merit. One day people will realize what 
they owe to u> 


August .29 Sunday in Rome. Rain—alone in the hotel—read a 
book. I had t.ie feeling (enhanced by this hotel life) of having gone 
back ten years. A bachelor Sunday—not a thing I led any nostalgia for. 

Auouvr 30. 'oa’s 3 birthday. I telephoned good wishes. May 
God long prese. 

Decided, in \ > send 5,000 men to Spain—we can’t main¬ 
tain the form ‘ready have there without them. I fear 

reactions in E he violent. There is also a serious risk of 

wrecking the 1 -gotiations with London. 

Rosso 4 told ie thi:< morning that the Russians want to disentangle 
themselves iroi 1 Spain because of the Chinese situat >n, and that the) 
w reduce tlu r aid to a minimum. It would help a lot, if liey did. 

I sent for Ru;so and Pariani 6 to talk about the mobilization and the 
training of the volunteers. 6 

Received Revel about the Albanian question. He authorized the 
expenditure W the building oi the Legation. Lvcu the way in whic i» 

* .e arc rept esei ted in Tirana must emphasize • >ur pred .minatex 
Something in t style . the British High Co*nmissiom i in Lgypt in 
the old days. 

I saw Stein/ just oil to Geneva. I coniinncd oui points oi view and 
gave him a lain smile. On the eve of a possible recognition ol 'hr 
Empire we rim t nurse Russia’s hopes •..*1 weakening the Axis. Altr.t- 
w nls, the Due* 1 :; visit will * * nple civ ci« ..troy the illusion. 

A1101 sr ;t. I am glad the Ducc is back in Rome. He is, at this 


moment, more ban ever necessary. 


' 1 .‘iln t C#.in iii t oth 1 '\ • .(Aiua ili NaiumMiM AnJift Minor in Rotn* . 

* Admiral l’ommiro ('.ava^uari Ce I m*-Scm.ury lor the Vwg 1 ’»>' Mn.mei . i, 

Mus. ilinii and Nasal Chief of Staff. ,■ , ... 

» Admiral Cuiian o CUann, la. iidi »• ol die Chamber »»l 1 >« l “g'-*. A/' M ' ‘ vir 1 

V >i !<1 VVm and an mi iy I i . Cu a til ( ' • . t oi ( > 11( lla/./o ■ ” 1 ' i ‘ 1 1 - •> 1 

1 August n Kiuso, tulian Ambassador m Moscow. 

I,ai.;i il AHkHo u i.uii, Cndcr-Scm tary lor War v thc Mimst'* 1 ’ 
and \rrny Chit I ulS T. 

' I li«* ilium m| • diau army fijditii ■; in V ' irt wrrr * U *' A 
I r-/< »r|* of V unterr‘troop 

i < limit 1*inlo Ilia dr Kevr M nsi.i ofFiimntr. 

* liuri'. Sit-In, Soviet unbasandor in 
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The naval blockade is producing striking results: four Russian or 
Red strainers sunk, one Greek captured, one Spanish shelled and 
obliged to take refuge in a French port. 

Lunch at the sea with Revel. The Prince 1 was ther ~ and had asked 
for me to be present. Very polite, as he has been for some time, but 
a feeble, disconnected, boring conversation. 

Medici told me that he spoke to him frankly this morning on the 
subject of Balbo and opened liis eyes to our Ferrarise friend’s very 
dubious loyalty to the monarchy. He praised my loyalty by contrast, 
he says, and the Prince nodded assent. 

Apropos of Balbo, Bastiunini~ told me about a con.ersation ie had 
with him in Tripoli. Briefly, Balbo made a profession of love and 
loyalty towards me, speaking in the name of his irierds as well as his 
own. Timco Danctos. What is behind these declara ions? Oaths of 
loyalty are made to the Chief-—when thc\ are made b tween comrades 
thev smack of conspiracy. And that I violently repu ate. 

Visit from Ricci,who is, deservedly, nearing tin end of his days 
with th( Batilla. The Duce told me so, when he vai e back from the 
manoeuvres. Visit from Bottai, 1 to make contact. 

Magisit nti 5 j. tve me the definitiveprogramme foi t e Oik o s visit to 
Germany. A solemn event. All is well, and die ti.Ui of the press 

communique is excellent. . 

Tr.-niKht I ro to Viareggio by train. To-morrow lsDeda s« birthday 
and 1 see the children and ui\ parents. 

Sm«temher j. Viaiege.io. I’ 1 *te a Mori«uio. .1 well. 

Slii’TEMBitK 2. 1 he Du e has approved the pogr.mnnc ii.i his 

v it to Gem .any and has given me, foi Iran- Ltitu, the text of the 
speech lie is to make in Ilerlin. It is excellent. 

']■(„. TI . ,v is v ■/ active- three torpedoing* an one pri/e. 1} UI 
in’ernaiional opinion is getting worked up. Parti.larly in England, 






i 1 ',,,1,.-, ... Pj ; .hv cl fVdimnt. Kxm-betl die r..y.l urrioativc on behalf o( Ins 
I a,-. |.,.i ; mail15.46, when I. (a'',., r :1 Ik1k .ri-rnd he beu,.,,.- king. 
‘ : * I c iuU. » a nlrbi .citf* which r m a voe unsi the monurchy 

llJ ius.iaiinc un.do wn ran ,n .1..: foreign Mcln. A».has sa d w :i, 

•* h 1 1 i‘. . » .-T TVl 111 ”itiixn am 1 ( Ihtrl 1 I'll’ llfllUlily the I' 


.tlui 


"((Vi'i.-UO Hit* n L,.Jr.-sow, u Education and t:HH • 
lot the n.'.mil’s "1 boys l<. tw.-ca (lie ' ol U a 

ir I hr Coi pura-i.im, November if n, 
i 


I J . 1 hide 


r Syi rt ■ 


Iradn « f tlui Repui eAti 1 mm iat iVliliii t n, 

, (a ; C" . SI u-r \I.| V | . cldn.1 child Ci.uio .".lily was si... .lie ... 

...,ii,sn..nh ■ ,m -... i : . 

ilW i.•• Mafic his lathi I'.ilcnih IV,. (a." I lie Ctam. (ninth- 

'gintilly .-a , . f,v, „ f,.<glmni ami important 'u.v-o there. 
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as a result of the attack on the destroyer Havock , A fortunately not hit. 
It was the hide. The row h;ir already started. 

The Duce pr tends to have a bone to pick with Eg}pt about her 
armaments. W 1 eu I proved to him that they only exist on paper, lie 
replied that he meant to provide himself with a subject of dispute for 
tlie right moment. ‘Egypt will serve my purpose. We must begin now 
to say that it is Egypt who is troubling the waters.* 

Arrighi, DoriutY 2 confidential agent, is asking for the subsidy to b« 
continued and wants anus, lie foresees a winter of conlhct. He con¬ 
siders La Rocque 3 a traitor in the service of the Front Populaire. 

Rrceivrd von HosmT*-- unpleasant and tr< aelnuous. 

1 have ordered Bulb and Rietromarchi 0 to prepare a plan of .:ct/< u 
foi Onf va. T nm not very confident, but we must leave nothing lin¬ 
in’ ‘ 1 . If the Eupir<: is not recognized now, the question will drag on 
undl next autui n. A serious complication. 

Si Vi 1 MiU'R Full o*. hestra—France, Russia, Britain. 'Hu* theme 
—piracy in the editerraneau. Guilty— ilie Fascists. The Ducc Is vet y 
calm. He looks a tie cliret . »n of London and he d ern’t believe the 
English \. mt a collision wim us. FIc gave me the reasons for this 
couvielio:i. Nap.Icon, before setting out for Russia, had a study made 
of F mrteoroloiical phenomena of the prev otis twenty-five years, in 
»,rc:r v to find out A’h cn the snows begin. lie was unlucky: that year the 
uiov came a month early. Mussolini, before beginning his Abissinian 
cMcrpi ise, >tuT d the composition, by a e-gn ip r the English 
people. Il< ioinil tint for u<2 million men there are 24 million women, 
•iii4( that th» c i* 12 million citizens ov er the nee « f fifty, the age limit 
for bellia Jienrr n predominance of the static clemcn< over ilie 
dynamic elemers of youth. Hence a quiet life, c ompromise, petu < 

I d; told me a cry pietty swry: Baldwin was so absorbed in re utnig 
a dc tenivt storv.hat lot :• whole Sunday aT.-umou he did net open the 
rindope e< ntuiing the insinu tions about the Hoare-Laval plan. 1 hr 
del.1 , • . fii t<. ,srt. fin to lhe oniiovcrs) in Fran* »ud vvm.I. 

ih< plan. 

To return lo t. pa < nt, wc are keeping calm and we lu»\c a plan 
iT.adv lot an> e utuality. But this storm will pa>> like the otic r;. I 

» 11„* I in. I I Jtn H as M» . 1 • « ? .*11 it M Jitoriuir.n •, a *‘l Spain on 

.Si inrun .cr 1 *•. *it 'u I* untied duSrnui me, which was in iat t ihr It * 1 an tbu annr 

hi . 

1 (.;• jut I)**ric»t. inter of tlir i«ii \liotrinii /’• • a i h ' - iiu*. 

J .oh'iid < ’.imnair c hi qur. lead r >f the extreme right*\si» Cm/v nt k eu 
movement, 

Irfch volt H# 1, rn tu Uxtbnssnch In 1'o ■. • I 3 E** i.uu-ti toi compli. 

<ty inthr attempt »n tin Hli* on July Jm». uqi 

M.Vto Hmi, 1 > 1 rCf . 14 . • 1 •' n"• I 111 i)V -,n ' nt \U«cii n 1 ' • ‘ 1 ■ ! ’< )>UI .. l at * 
till I pr, u-n Ministry. 

* ( mm mo p iroi i I hr. ad of tl 0 cSf awo Ol * ;c tin: 1 < > r .dinisn 
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authorization for the reinforcements to be lent to Spain 
after the decision in Geneva about the recognition o the Empire. 
Either they refuse to recognize us, and we are free to tci Or thia 
recognize us, and we are equally free, because of the F^cist rule that 
once a tiling is done it’s done. 

As for Doriot, we will give him money, but no arms. 

September 4. A full day. Many conversations, norning and 
evening. Poliakoff 1 1 got the impression that in London they have 
no clear idea of the question Of the recognition of the Empire. Without 
recognition there is no possibility of agreement. Pol. took note of this 
and will menii n it to Chamberlain. 

I have ordered Cavagnari to suspend naval action until further 
O’der-. But the storm looks like subsiding. 

Condo brought mo a lelegram from franco saying that 1 1 hr blockade 
continues throughout September it wall be decisive. 1 rue. However, 
for the moment \u. must suspend it. 

Exhibition of theFasciaU* E'tcro* Good progress. 1 hern H vd applauded 
the Spaniards and, for the first tinm and warmly, also the Germans. 

St PTE Min r 3. Parade of Starace and his Young fascists. Wry 
successful. The younger generation must hr entirely dominated by the 
Party. I said so to the Duo who already holds this view. 

f:erno 1 .Viare po and Pont<j a MoritoO. He <; nWrcn are two 
adorable treasur e. Papa is better. l)ed i well. 

i .ntion with Balbo. lie nflered me u u a brantn, but a whole 
forest «.f Oliver.. At the moment he was even sincere 



j; * r -rr.rtnEU ti. The i >uce Iri dy at America, c aiutry ol niggcis and 
the forces which disinmyrau* civilization, lb- wants to write a 
ho >1 : Europe in <00. 1 i«c race:, playing an important role will be the 
lia' ; 11-, tl e Germans, the Russians, and the Japanese. Othei countries 
•uVl be destroyed by the acid of Jewish corrosion. The .Jews oven rcfusi 
;o breed because i« costs pain. Thc> don’t icnli/c that pain h the only 
l,v d\e fae»or in T l'<< «»( a nation. And also m tin .i\<* Tme.11. 

i v p, ,, an end do.*] ped .1 hint about getting lid o the Abyssinian 
slninbling'block ni Gene. a. I consider tied essential for the resumption 

"* . u , eived the Soviet a- usatlon. 8 TIk has approved of 

my p! m. I he Hus ms want to sabotage the conferem e. 4 Realizing 

. e .HaVoil au.mnalbi -if JfcihVh naimnnUiy. 
a ] J . I-ad > M '' b. 1 r t*u >• Ui oi'ijiinuaiioti con. cr *d wnh Ita.iar>«. 

'' I > Vf ,,, ;,.i „ v „ iu luK the m»« lor ill inkiim of lu.. Sovfci 

%X Xf' UMU.I. t:. r r.. ulJ S c.| . . a n.ho 

v 1 * ,iii . ..nitvcnrc, Co l>c held UI \von. :u bcami. • • * *lisx 

u.i.tiaMen mi mvii a <.n t* 11 ~ 

•l.r-’i* 1 * 1 - against piracy m the b - * 
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that. a Mediteranean conference was about to be decided on, they have 
fired another Drpedo, aimed this time at international understanding. 
I harangued Uondel 1 and Ingrain on this theme. Ingram evidently 
shares my viev. They both seemed to me shaken. 

We are waling lor the Russian counter-move. The atmosphere is 
darkening agan. The Bolsheviks have made a false step, and we have 
scored a point 


September 7. Very busy, a lot of people. Spoke to Massimo," to 
settle the terns o' our reply to the french and British Government*. 
We. agret in pinciple. The note was drafted to-night, i shall show it 
to the Dure u-morrow. As I foresaw, London and Paris are discon- 
c< ru d by the. Soviet gaffe. We must turn it to our advantage—force 
towards RussL smiles for the rest. 

1 received tjjc judge ■ in the Poets of Mussolini competition. A comic 
m OM- — thr Sa fa11i :i didn't want to award a prize to the excellent poem 
oi Fanny Dini whom she accused of plagiarizing iier work. How fright¬ 
ful these liter:ry women ire! 

Farinacci 1 wants to go to Germany \*idi the Duce. The Duct* has 
apparently agreed, but does he really want him/ And what is the 
pretext to be? 

Sf piT.MFM.r 8. Of course the Duce doesn’t want Farinacci in 
(rrnany, ,u.d he has told me 1 arrange for him not to go. 

I he note, my draft of which was approved at the Palazzo Venezia,* 
h u been adopted in all essentials by the Germans as well. No Nyon 
■ but w<* are 'tady to discuss things in tin- Non-intervention Com¬ 
mitter in 1/avion. Ihe formula ha., advantages. it is not ‘amply a 
1 el 11 sal, it is also constructive. Albania i. following in our wake, 
Bulgaria ami Yugoslavia are concerting then moves and m.is 1 crhap.% 
join us. 

I told Ingram that I had drawn the inspiration lor my propt s.d from 
air last < onearsan'ori. Now, beemua: of his share in its birth, he too r 
bound to defend it. The limp, insincere British oflidal w.o • eak 
enough to t)( 1 ■ t red into a<eepting this. Touch a man in in:, p< 1 sunal 
. anity ;>ncl you an l go wrong. ^ 

( .onveas.i u hi at ')*« ,ca with HrUurid, the Russian Charge d -Mimrc. 
Thr. inwlligeri : ml . blk Yin realizes he; Gov* rnmeulN g^ fl c jhn • 

Is .1 ice, ,r.,i Ji-.ic too lav, (In, fang die a. • u::al i« «n •, bu» hi ow . » oD-tw 

1 Jillrj? BJoncJol. la c.li ( h u• I AH iirr m-i ml a y-t in , , ,M-*i I * lf li 1 ' n 

If ( ill, \ \uh*m.(t c .1 • ' 1 ■!*.--laiion. tl.n -v •»> 1 h '■ 

H i mi R* 11 « fr« >111 i id »* ' I I*» Novri. »»* ? *1 > 

’ M i • Mlu M.if'i '-1 1 . , 

* MmrC. i imi v n!.. . iHriivl nnd bi» i.<pf ‘*1 M" v 

• ( o.|, rM I ■ i'it< ;i n.hrr Til- lo • (',\ n«l < mmu I . I oo» Snrei/irv 

( cfuii J nl the l m%< *at h Slim wiifi Vlusiolim 

l*al \ f in fn: <di . • »iD i I r«.• n 1 • 1 ■ " < c.n* o! Koiui*. 
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it with dignity. He spoke of overwhelming 
evidence against us—from deciphered telegrams, I expect. 1 faced him 
with calm contempt. He said 1 was treating Russia as l would not treat 
Lithuania. T replied that, while I could not do so, the Duce can. 

Saw Castellino 1 and Malnparte. 2 

Meeting with Guarneri 3 and Lessona 1 about the economic situation 
and the Empire's international trade. 

Decided to resume the subsidy to the Rexists" (250,000 lire a months 

Sept km blr 9. The note has been delivered. A long conversation 
with Cerruti, 0 over-optimistic about tin feelings ol the French towards 
us. He makes out they are dying to throw themselves into our amis. 
1 don t believe it. Not ju 1 now, at any 1 ue. 

Ingram left a memorandum about British intentions with regard to 
tin. recognition of die Empire. Rather negative. But without this 
preliminary the possibility ol an agreement with London becomes 
remote. A pity! 

Galli 7 Turkey, as usual, is waiting for tie English to make up their 
in id - In these circumstances my visit to Ankuia wM be put oil until 

better virnes. . . 

Had a long talk with Apprlius 8 about Abyssinia * a* old days and 

thcpiesent. Nostalgia for the war 

\\V v m i answer the Russians. Ihi i* is a P iri( ‘ Venice used 
to accumulate unanswered papal bulls. 



\ 


loscow, and he does 



Skpti.mber jo. Grandi 11 is getting ready h> H * lui u to London. J 
have givm him instructions for resinning contact. Hi*- situation is 
1 >cr* •ruing dillicult again- we shall haw to give bald m»,r more. 

Bern 1 *and Gambaru 11 have made a long report on the situation in 
s . p m To-nil row 1 shall take them to the Du re. W • are still in mid- 
( ,md virion m.»v < huh if once mote. Wc must hurry up and 


win f or many oMSons. 

M n , j: t. a jirsl-rau man J*ut w uh a touch ol pompousrbosity 

, - , [i,..,, |v. President of tbr Federation of NewspaperEditors. 

. ih,' ’Tll-L mn MirnnliM md now-liu. 

r * 1 • - ... ‘-ri Minister lfTtarl* ;aid tummy. # 

. r yi , ' , .,„,Tn M""' 1 allan Aft-inn. Disiiiif il in N. ,m , 

:;;Eyn«iu.y1^.. 01... 

• Viiioii.' O i-uti. Itah.-m in l 

, I# 11 1 in Xinbr^s.ul' >i in \nkai.e 

If' V • ;• V ■ W«.- I" .'///’"/ •' g — ' ' Aljys-.ihin 

i. mil Jl ,,,c ’ T.j 0 0; 1V in ih< 1 axial <iiamKIouiw:il«>ii,Iulv - ,, MMT mned 

In I. till Id Ins a CM MO . \o ' , Tt ;. 
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.Spain in (Violin* 

11 (lot. M i t Gnutoni? < inuihai 
Sot in in Octet nr ifrjd 
'* 1 \I uinotti, mi industrially 
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whit11 coincs from being sure of luxxcs.i. Oik li e whole, in n not t<> lx* 
lost night of He may he uneful. 


Si. ptem nr.i ii. Conversation between Grandi and »lie Duce. 'L lie 
Dace summed up the situation. If possible, lie still wants agreement. 
But if Great Britain sticks to an aggressive policy, he is prepared to go 
to any length of firmness. 

Afternoon—conversation between the Duce and Berti. laking toe b 
v the situation in Spain—on the whole, satisfactory. The Duce means 
to wait a few weeks before deciding whether to send more troops. If 
there i*. no winter lull and Franco acts, the Duce will help him. 

The Duce is furious at the firsi news from Nyon. BovaV last 
telephone call soothed him a bit. 

Received Bocchini nothing new. 


September 12. Fascist Girls’ ceremony. Went off very well. 

Flew to Pisa. The races at Leghorn, with Edda and Ciccino. 5 Papa 
is well. 

September 13. Ingram and Blondcl have given us a copy o( the 
Nyon decisions. 1 have prepared a vply in which, without advancing 
s claim to tah part, 1 alii ;n our right to parity. It will ccrta.nly 
embarrass then Either we ..^operate, <»r the scheme fails and they 
are to blame. 1 am wailing/ • approval from l)r\Wu bel i cring 
my reply. 

Ric . produced a splendid parade. But the Balilln can’t continue w 
it is now. 

leruz.iN bath from Spain, is very critical of Hastico and his Mali 
lb* i»el c.a.. a decisive operation is possible lor the middle of October 
Frankly, 1 don't. 

lhe J )ucc 1.1 jnnO; ed about the revolt in Gnjjam, 1 w 11 ic.Ii is <a a 
considerable size. 


S r 1* 1 i i"Fi> >\ The iJiv telephoned at y a.m. to ad* I to our not; 
,1 .• request that Germany too should take part in the Mec«dt • i.meau 
patrol. Berlin h i refused, The Duo s idea —it lias to br . dinittcd- 
,‘Oin 1 hav r put the wliol ■ quw nun in t he mching-pot again. As thing, 
a re, Nyon i - settled. 

Zenome' h tc> be a director of S.N.I.A.' A Fascivi n cuiain m- 
(iu ,li ial circles is useful. 


1 Ufn.ii l u ii Srnp|).i, Iirih.n n-pn i:i»ini»\r a 1 G u-\<\ 
■' I n L iiu 1 :.b’ izn • . C» 1 '• Run, . >n\ in U) if. 

M., |.r 1 ,u Anilio 1 • ra/.b, *4 • »>m imml'T in Spam. App 


ned Un* :r«Si:uriury i. 


1 almu \f» i* fuiul* 

1 Giijpi » , .1 dial I li 
A Zrriunc Benin*, I 
i 1 linear! 

SnHctA rvliv.bniHilc 
iurlnu Hip in Milan. 


UM.Iini, .11 Mi x i in V>Vr*nT 
Al yv.'mni, c* hi 1*'»rih of Ad«li. ** 
in , \ j».r 'hi Hi' a »l i » f r a 


, ■ *•. -*l .„>< Mti'ctulmj, 

Ml.l! t 

Vlfi illiirfM irul 


idiMna AppUcA/ioni Vijuawi >• 1 important rayon ft,.uiuft«r- 
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ru/zi with the JJucc. 'i lie Ducc was in rood form --Jiggrcs-ve and 
anti-British. His comment on the English was that they have .heir 
minds in the reals of their trousers. 


(si, 


SF.vTKMnr.R I> Franco is asking for four submarines t0 be put at 
his disposal. Two will go at once and the other two shortly. 

Our r e is considered very clever, but opmron is dehmtely against 

us. Bova telephones from Geneva that Eden and Del bos- are ready to 

accept our demands, but would like us to take the first step. Impossible. 
We mustn’t move an inch. Ehey will coim to u.,. 

Marriage of Farace 2 and Catherine of Russia Many royalties at 
'the wedding, some taking pail in the service In hi; add rcss the priest 
invited the bride to fob w the example of her great ancestors, and 
mentioned the celebrated lady who once bore her name The bride- 

groom v/iiMi’t too pleased. . _«• , 

Lunch with the Prince of Piedmont. I eeble conversation. I sat next 
t0 Pnnccs' Mafaida.' She has neither looks nor intelligent nor pcr . 
ronality. But she likes men. After all, all women i o. 

Ski’tcmiier .6 . Nothing new on ,Von ‘- 

•ph. v aie vaitii r for a move from us. but they v < n g one. 

Punch with Volpi, 6 Gini,® and Pirelli.' Cons.dcra.le anxiety ... 
j£S,l circles. They s ,y our ‘stocks’® arc exhausted md we could 

nulv keep a war going foi a shot i time. . y 

Cmuplete confid. r, e about victory in China •' -e. W, r or 
Ucr t!,'. Chin- sr will run. And v b< n they begin m mh, nobody mm 

•top 'hem. Anti-CVinunmdu vcrecmcin is sped eu up 

i I .) „ K . t . v onied thm ihe Ertneli police may be on tin track of 
.1 authors of the Paris out.ages.' Km.‘®telF me it <■ impossible. !u 
aIiy rase, >t’s nothing to do * ih us. They arc Frenchmen. 

, i>ru i7 I In Dncc announced to ine that Ricci is lo be 

...J, ti c ptinciplc «■•S "” 1 ll,e hnr, » CB..IIBI 

.>■ . . 

» Kuiwm t nr- " lt cou ,in nf (he list tsnr no.l mec, of (hr Quern „| 

'< dy; .. M; „ ,|da, daughter ot the King of link . married to l*rir C c PhUipof H.kjc. 

She died in •* G -' mw '‘ j?.;’li'v'lh'.'i.!>»?Miiwto ‘'I'Stal.'. I'i rsiilcnt ot n .. IctUu.iu,,. 

* (lount (»>u ; cpP<- v 

'f 1 mill c i v. , , t; rJ , ;i t tn idtl'iMi iali *'. 

• \ ill. u ■ ' ini'- Sci'ii"' ■ ,, ;,| ru . „( (J ie Iiiirniaiiuruil ChninKr ,1 

' Ml,,-,(.. Pirelli, M"" ul S ‘ 


( ttfUbTfi'. H)*7‘ (1 . . i 

■1,1 nulitli in '» j j() p ali , 0 ffi. ,. s ol iv.., Kniph 

• I ... l.mibs fun ‘ (jllcl r.,o p ,iii rmi n. . 

'"T” n.lu-r M. f >"'■ (l 1,1 i i.;„r /,! -.loll Ot S i.At 1 MV '" 


;!»' AllOCilMtnnjl nu 


in T .|.n,lMT If. u,r !’ ] ( ol a ic-u.m ot S i . A t 

"CoU cl Santo t i iclc 
Milo >t * i!i» 1 '.'tliiin intt'H’b' * 
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mi- and will gc' his neck broken He added t hat he had told the news 
to Alficri, who is a ‘chatterer’, so that it may he passed on to the 
ever-rcstless Baibas and Bottais. 

He also talked, more optimistically, about the situation in East 
Africa. The revolt is not spreading and measures to suppress it— 
including gas—have been ordered. 

Ricci was wearing the Camper’s Medal. He said nothing and I 
followed his -'xarnple. 

I wrote to Grandi, reporting the situation and asking lor detailed 
Information. 

Lunch, by chance, with Balbo, joined afterwards by the long-winded 
Cini. Cini pa-ssc • for an intelligent man. 1 wonder whether he really is, 
or whether by any * ham e he i • simply a great intriguer. 


September iB. Ingrain and Blondel brought me the additional 
agreement about seaplanes and surface vessels, and look the opportu¬ 
nity of trying tentatively to resume the conversations about Nyon. 
I have picpa’ od a conciliatory reply and have succeeded in getting the 
Jjuce to accept it, (hough he is still extremely uncompromising. Mean- 
while wc mu‘t let it be ‘mown that they made the first gesture. However, 
tin press mu avoid talking about k Canossa’ or ‘genuflections’, other* 
'.hr they wi) stiffen again. I shall deliver the note lo-imurow. 

Libohova 1 nought me a letter iron King Zog, He is pleased with 
p l{; lefc-t pj wMbanian measures. 

SERTF.MBf u Kj With the Duce I watched the funeral of Prospero 
(Jolonnm from die window of the Palazzo Venezia. The Oucc was in 
a good humour and kept making » omments. t he weather wa wairn 
.m l rainy. (mod weather for a funeral--in the sun nobody thinks 
b mt death. He told me that Tittoni 3 used to refuse to atterul funerals 
m wintei, fbi f* ar of following the corpse into the grave. 

I gave the note to the two Chargi > d’AIfnies. A weigltt seemed 
lilted of) ’ t.ii shoulders. 1 added a few conciliatory words. 

Tlx. Uu- »* i> const; ally ielrphon»ng to learn the latest developments 
in tie. diplomat • * haul'* now ! i pr *gr • Meanwhile he i: preparing 
,ru 1L.irv aiUK>a, Bruno 1 v i’i go tc Parma on tiie 22nd., and with him 
tin; whole of ioet. . squadron. I eim them. But, lbr the pn-*ei at 
. n rate, t am nailed to this desk. 


Sj v i \ MBF.ft 2 «i. No ollic d reaction from 
I ic:., is ifm.i.l, A . tor the reply, vve shall see to- 
1 loiidth ' • *’ hue\\ell visit. lie L a vain, 


l\u N or London. 1 he 
morrow. 

pompous poet and has 


• j. 1. j11 UJj.iii , Albai i: n I-■ -1. i<• i? Mi’u.u, . 

I'nnci’ l , ro*5|»n 4 *olt)iiii:i, . m* i V iM-'a. . ^ ' 

D I nmma •• J iir»«»i. tonnn r« igi M*ui im u, t*nni "* i<,r S» 

* IIi.hu* ' It du tliurA >• <muI a.aj. Killed vvlitlr (• n ’ - as .» It: 

1 y ov ,„. I I'll I-I' ‘ ‘ I'.idflV Ml. • a«-! in Kninr 


lUltC 

| ih it in i • ij ! 
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ver believed in agreement between Romo and Belgrade. At tin 
moment he is behaving like a long-lost inend. Stoyadinovich, who is 
pretty shrewd, has liquidated him, quite rightly. 

Buffarini 1 gave me the usual review of Italian affairs. All in order. 
He intimated that yesterday at Lucca Edda was not too warmly 
received. I am sorry. She is an excellent crcatuic, but she is (oo Inx 
and en:.y, and she doesn’t love the mob. Consequently she isn t loved 
herself. A pity, because die has rare and great qualities, 

Sr: ptf.mukii ::i. Blondcl and Ingram handed me a note which 
gives us vhlual satisfaction, though tlie woid parity is carefully 
avoided. The Luce lias approved my iepl> anu the press communique: 
wc agree to a technical conference to modify the IV, on clauses in 
accordance with our wishes. It is a * im ' v ^ clor > r - from suspected 
pirates to policemen of the Mediterranean-—and the I'ussians, whose 
ships wc were linking, excluded 1 

1 am angry with Parini. 2 He sent a proclamation to the Italians in 
Herman) entirely without my knowledge. Ht has l t all sense of 
propoi lion. Ifc is ripe for a move. I may replace lun by JJe Cieco, ‘ 

an old and tried comrade . . 

Nicolas Franco 1 is returning to Spain. Hr is p'easec with his work 
and hopeful about tN* situation. He lorcsct t i # itd t the war next 
spring. I.,--, me add that lit; has been mistaken bcloix now. 

Sehemhkr 22. A day of absolute t aim 

Hood reactions to the conclusion of th< iNyon negotiations. The 
j hicrg without saying .w , showed that ht: is en please,*!. 

S r. Pi r m in i! Preparations fur the visit to Her many arc com¬ 

plete. I have supervised even the details myself J he \b e told Alltcri 
lha» t 1 e arrangements 1 have made come clo.*a to Ins ideal. 

Op< the Angus u Exhibkipn and the Exhibition of the 

Revolution. For the latut tin Puce or I-red Tat th part dealing 
..■•ill: in mt< ’ venti* i. ' and the war should be kept small, so that the 


<§L 


Jit 


)l thr Empire 

FBiiju goes to 


Exhibition ran come down as far as the creation 
his idea of permanent revolution. 

Talked to Panni lit is to go as Minister to Cain 
Vienna. Nalata* comes home. 

i Cil ,if|, HuHuriiii-CIuicii : lJuc!ci-Sei:rcl in .it d,r Minot * . || IC lutcrioi ( ( | M 

Minister wrt* Mussolini . *. j 

dW I'anni. Oiu u -(ic.Ktal • A !ul:;u. Abm.ui. 

1 \11Hi,. Do Ci 'O, , a ollinnl *u die lor< .gn Ministi). 

Gen in < i 1 • » v n , 

. ggign'n’n.'A.n ... <1,.- I ir.t U ni '.I H on rhi- sul. .» .1..- glio, in 

r ,. t ,, rvcn t it . Iiirlt tlir mlUirncr -»l Mussolini was l<dt. 

\ ut, ? > if h< Vienna on n . r . . j rt | 


t li»* 


\\:\t f!if* Hist imj 

* < SuUu, Mi.ii -r i 

nj- mj .u if • tinw* ot tf'-‘ Aasrhiu 
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sona reported or. the situation of the Empire. Numerous 
localized, 1 ft ji , however, that at Mascal 1 something on a larger 
scale may break out. If the whole country llared up, it would be very 
scrioui:. But I don’t think it will. However, what is happening is 
hindering demob il nation and that is a burden on our finances. 

Ski' rt !BKP 24. Departure for Germany. 

SrrTEMDEiR 25. Munich. 

Si vtx-mtjer 26. Manciaivres at Mecklenburg. Interesting, but I 
was expecting rnore. 

Si rt mbi;r 27. Essen. Visit to Krupp’s. The industrial potential 
is very hr pn wive. 

Ait I i in Berlin. Triumphal. 

Sr. p i kmijlk 2d. Potsdam. The tomb of Frederick the (treat. Sans 
Souci. The New Palace. Napoleon too stayed here. He got lieu by 
fighting. 

Meeting on the Maifcld.* Choreography superb--much emotion 
and much ra’n 

Si i-ti MBEI 2c). Departure. 

A far a for ml results go, the vidt has added nothing n> tfir* Berlin 
proto* ols. 1 Bu in eP ct the Dur-’s presence in Germany has popu¬ 
larized 1‘nciv si.ip ftu Fascism—*I dare not yet say for Italy. Musho- 
iiin’-i personal mkv * ii unquestionable. His magnetism, his v >i> v. hi ; 
impetuous voutbfnlness captured die German crowds. 

Will tlu :vhilarity between tin two jcgimt.M suffice to form « real 
Ij.md j\ union between two penph > firaun in opposite direction by 
rare, nilmh, rcli ion, and rrw-, No cme can accuse me ui briny 
hm.iile to the } m-Co man policy. 1 mi'Hted h my «If. ’ait slum! * 
\\f, \ wonder, rrg.ud Germany as a goal, or rather .r a field lor 
manoeuvre? 'flu im id. uts ,1'the l:e.i few da 3 and above all \J m,;« >lmf»; 
luJclhv to In; | olitieal allegian •: make me incline towards d*» fust 
xtn . lU |i b.i H. not . vc ms tiff lop in such a wy to separate 
our tw" p< • >pics Dru» again/ 

We s'h Jl . - •■ I he Koi Berlin Axis is to-day a formidable and 
t Miemcly useful re.ilu * 1 a all try to duuv a line from Rome toT»»kv«», 

and ’Mr system vill be complete 

As Jor the mi it; dim ml ini at l here is no pout ’* making prophet ies. 

M,,,, , , lt \\ . uiit • Hast uf ilu- KinJmtf oi th.- H.»iy * '• >*• o*l. lu urh tu 

• rui uf S« |>":trilna . . . . , 

f i|, 1 |,,J viu >olini .- (<ir€r» ‘*<1 .» u i ! I (»', i.uoO on • nic polo 

,,int 10<) mI ihr CJlyi nu i ;.»»»»•’. Inuoluii apnke m Cm on.'u In •p'" "I * 1 "" ■ 
oiiomrni In* mu cm* vvih 1 cn l n UbtTul. 

* • ... . j ■ .,•( fi.p .■ i, i »,i .u •• • ■ •••- -it's- 

. , luM - , I*. < • m lilt ^ in Otiolwr 1936. 
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Srnr.MDr.R 30. Return to Rome— triumphal. Pot they .should 
have • oared themselves the arches and the laurel. Those symbols are 
resi’.A ■al for conquerors in war—not lor someone coining hack from 

a visit by train. . 

The ,nthmiasm of the 1 )Cople was magnificent. he> were happy to 
ha- r their iJucc in their midst again. Everybody fell that the count, a 
1 no.. 1 pa cion . pa ession had been lent abroad. And the joy ol the 
masses W« 'hi time .he sum of every man s individual satisfaction. 


Oeroni H 1. Cicciuo’s birthday. , 

Went to Ponte 1 Moria no-a family day with Deda, the childie.r. 

an l my parents. 

OcTonen j. The Din .• went to Hocca.' 

l.i ih. . fiernoou I r<:i:eivctl hi" 'del and f.oul 1 il, und dicy 
handed m their note. I don’t think we . an m.rcc to U- pan in a 
conference without Germany. I am «’•«»«“* ,hr opinion 

' U cV.l'cle ad ed, in Franco’s name, that Pastico should 1 crecalled. UV 

shall consent. Bast ice talked to me abou , h ' 8 S*,“°. n !'; 

l a.. position i !; ,,od. but the issue ts -. 1,11 nndc -led. II, m oos 

rHitforccmn 1 ps of voh let 'ih • ' ‘ U P« - at state la 

doesn't • '>nsi he lit ,0 carr; . dec, o,--rat.o. n J |., v.Hlulruu.,1 
,, Inline' .v„ ,ld end ow. .•.<* N uonah I l>os, ,011. ( ..ivai.li.u, 

...1 me tie. dr. Moris f « tin Me.Uterr.nifan p«t ol - rood 

( -•■I,, ; inlay at < .islet I »saii A I >•' Mr lit,-' ■ ancao 

autumn t!. ,v , wurni with 1 slight h*i i. 


(h-* i)i c .1 (Irah if •» u nolc in ivply In the* 


C)t;i iu I* 

] , uu • >*i ilisli mtr 

1„ til. mo, inn; 1 rc civ.-d the Puke ol Amla ■ ho ; .,v" me an 
,1 hi • .sit t loiyl'i.d. Ai i i-rdiny t" him. .i:y< .nienl 'Uighi to 
J ,, sihlr. Hut if we grt lough v> 'h her l.ngland nay u" light and 
| , ur |], lie was o pealing p'oa. s ol Grandd- 

mil- .•hoiioot.. Iir Vmhi* • lon-r-vmdftl < idatmi 
' i-'o , jnarneri diwmimyin- about tlu> cinnmy liucnm, 

' \u n, to i he sea a fine bathe by niyucik 

( , H j), V ■•eh. ..l oil with the irsti i.ilo .•nt m | m 

•toryi He is intolerably borin* 

|( . ..iilmi country l»ou», m I i,.mve piovlm-r u i 




. Kim! of Ii:*Iy. \|’}>nhUc<l V*rr* •>! 1 

• v ,... ,,,-t ufaulL', \ .. 

\fiirrt n \<, fml" v »M.J/ ' 

i n* * *myj* »" * ^ \ ( innH it, Ui.vmiM il.r U ul t nr,, 

‘ < \iiiii 1 C» .• ' • 1 n *' J{ 

QihulfiMiiv'ir ■ ! ll,< Mf'h K 
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\ long conversation with Pariani about the iiuation in Spain. He 
w< -;lri like to send Mpine troops in force to break through to Valencia. 
But how would France and Britain react? Is it advisable to embark 
on action v hich may lead to a conflict? I say No, In the Inst place, 
became Ccrm* ny is not ready. In three years she will he. Secondly, we 
are short of raw' materials and munitions. Finally, a conflict of this kind 
woulu bring us into general odium. However, the Spanish situation is 
serious and require* a rapid solution. I shall talk to the Ducc about it. 

I had a long discussion with Helfand. The Russians arc still finding 
tli • Form Berlin Axb hard to swallow. They hope lor an improve¬ 
ment. in relations. At tlie moment I don’t see it happening. On the 
contrary.. . . 


October 6 . 1 informed Derti that he is to a.sume comm, ad in 
Spain. lie tJkvd at length of how he sc-s the situation. Still a vt i y 
long strui glc before us that is the gist of it. Perhaps more than a year, 
unh.ss we sen* an entire expeditionary corps and, most impoM.ang 
Alpha <roups tapablc of surprise movements in the mountains during 
tlie winter. If 1 e can’t do rhi he wants us to withdraw the infantry 
and reduce otn contribution to technical services, artillery, engineer:., 
and the air. T shall talk to the D e to-morrow My impulsion of 
Belli is tha though we shan’t regret sending, him, he hasn’t an> 
briP.an* surpne m Uore for us. He asked for Tcruz/i's scalp, . nd he 
may el it. 

Tulkid to him information . bout Russian espionage and a 
diahibe avains* Balbo. Nothing 1 hadn’t heard before. 

Saw the I >u< t on Ins return from Korea. He gave me the u*xt - J the 
nut- vith a fee alterations. We shall hand it m the french and 
British represertaiives on Saturday . 

DaHi i:; man, bark lurkey. I have instructed him to drop the 
pMij * t of m\ vmI to Ankara. The tim is noi ripe. 

Oc i oti i i t f 1 <m»/ et satii ri v ith Berti and the Ducc. The m w 
< «immm der : • i • * i ike. i port by Saturday i f ith with a comprchensivv 
appr< riatioa *1 ih<* situation and hi proposals for dealing with it. 
lJfiisiniis wall b* taken nj* ihc ba is of this Mport, lor meanwhile we 
• h .11 ,1,1a. beenablf also to f «udy huthei mU i national dev J >]»ii’en»?j. 

I rru, /.i will n<-u « Ku k to Spain. I shall talk to the (dbiel lo mor ow 
about Jus re* < u • »rne HTOgnilimi i«*i Lis work, so that he v\on i hr 
puistwrj by tin rand how Is of eritii ism 

J mil Perti aul Blondel a iked IN' m-i die reply to their nop l told 
I hi i a dial du i|c aIt. e; been caused I.,, \y< .mill 1 a pel • h at ( Lax \ a, 
)U \ing that V alee •<* will not get rid < J the Red v»>hmte. iv Our rmte 

’ I'alilo dr 'v.ait' floruz, Spanish IO‘j.aliliiwe fleliffntr *it tnirva nial Yrubju* 
tijuUn in Dai. l hi. 
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is now in Berlin. \\ r c : ball deliver ii as • a) a.. wc have thoii agreement 
to the Ion nila. Wo must always give the impression of /Yxis solid,u ity. 
The Japanese arc beginning to buy aeroplanes from us. 

October B. (I have replaced Parini by Do Cicco and made other 
changes.) 

A day with nothing important. The note will be delivered to- 
morp'.v. Meanwhile tension lias increased. 1 here is no doubt diat the 
Spanish problem is moving toward' an intcinational crisis rupture or 
clarification. Many anti-Fa . ist forces are working for the first alterna¬ 
te But the peoples don't want war at present. 


OtroDF.R q. 1 presented the* note *0 Lord Perth and Blond**l at 
midday. No comment, just a tew words to airange about the lime* of 
publn ation. Blondel seemed lather shaken by our ref us tl. Lord Perth 
ihowed no emotion and said nothing, apart horn asking me for the 
lunif .! . c ut e lot rheumatism, which 1 me011m * ndrd to inm last year 
and which, it • e C ms, did him good. A real Fn; Ml,man. 

Turati 1 poke to me about living conditions and piogtr s made in 
th< Umpire. Nothing to be pi used about. But the Minister i more to 
blame than the V iceroy . 4 We nuiu luue faith and leave: the m.m on 
th< spot live to art-—or rise replace him. But not torment him with 
.jursuons of detail arid keep his hands ti**< 1 • 


1 )■ 1 oin k 10. Suriike at the sea. Nothing impoihmi 


Ocioiti 1 * 11 Nothin" paitir il.nlv outstanding,. We rue vailing 
for the SY.u.o-Biilrih .. aelioii to our note. So far liu-i • is little in the 
pj ( t *i(.l not hi • l//, oi Ie i.i]. t »i andi told me on the lc.l« plume lli.n 1 1 1 1 *• 
1 1 <1 day <>l • iari.u jIkhi, Now the ati 1 «>s|'here 1 ’ < l<*. , 
i h-' Dim * is following events vrr\ closely, dnd\ But \. i h I. mud 
,J>lc 1 rsoluiion He sent tor me a srvond dm r '-night and talk ’d 
van->w <jiic lions. Ih thinks that a committee of si* powers 
, j |(| j, ( I r lIl(:Ci (,t.. .11 Blit till, (ha man), Portugal, and Rusm » nu ,ht 
I (< ./.Ive the ip»r itiiui *>f volunteias and uto that ol lielligt reni y. 

ile he wan* hrs!» imp.r,don* oi Spain, which he will :lio,dv 
,rr| loMii .Vnlu.o 1 Sag'.eUril l Huai ’ it iL might be lilting to withdraw 
, mi Af|| |,* lv ui ,1 front Paris, as a rcjMisal lie agrees. II thinks nl 1 iking 
tlj( , H(r N , tl . ri llv ,.| V cir .mli> haver lap,, dsunc Ohambi im s ‘d< p.i imv 

^ \ isn from Star are sho annmmn d the imminent 

1 mI <1 itUiii<>, 1 oi Jn.,. 1 •' ' • 'V lhis m > srl1 

thii! • the I hire had ‘id. 


* \ (IP M , j -it.at. tarm. i S.uu;..v.(iu;u U.i " * - • ’‘me 

v M ,; ilnJ |;,ij ( ,!,,' (in/U.il. Kos.r'u I - • ' ■ ‘ «•»»*«•■’ 11 » 

1 1 III!' n,;:;,!'a.ali'iltfim. former ftcncli Amino) «lor i>. Konv. Ko. Hot m 

Ot ( 4 n 1 ; n r 1, 
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The Ducc in.dsC on withdrawing Cerruti, He F right. 1 have 
already sent a good Counsellor, Prunas, to Paris, 10 prepare for an 
interregnum. 

li e Franco i h i tish reaction to my note F flabby. LVlbos’s/^nvrc ( \ 
I'actinn is already losing its bite. I think they will confine themselves 
to continuing die exchange of views. 

Merlin is t< make a declaration of non-aggression to Brussels. Per 
haps we ought to do the sam<\ w as not to be left out of the game. 

1 .jaw Russn on the subject of the new contingents nl Black Shirts fur 
Spain. For the present I am against sending them. Too dangerous. 

Or. T oiuirt. r;. 1 look ‘fVruzzi to the Duce, who promised liiru a jo!). 
I Mil glad dial tlii. laithful dd soldier is to be rewarded—-he did well 
iii Africa and in Spain. 

Lov eutau 1 sent me a tell .ram, asking fora frank declaration on our 
policy towards China. ! eplicu that we are and will remain neutral 
hut that the Chine..- altitude towards us pi events more active mam* 
feuations of > nipathy. 

Conversation with Dnpuy* 1 of the Prlit ParLsien. bpcctra! analysis r A 
[ j .4iico-ltali‘m relations. On our side goodwill and the dr ire for an 
impmvrniem. but in Pm is they don't want Id do anything positive in 
diut h m It is a long time sine*, official France made n gestiui: of 
sympathy tovards us. \\ hat could wc do to alter the present dtu.Jioir* 

1 h vo t r, \v< uiustnh break all links «»r close all doors. 


On onu: nj. I’ddu is bpek. 

1 * « fin. onentj ideas in om note haw been ac* epte in Tonduti 

rid Paris. I am surprised. After the threat., of t) «• last few days this 

iihdrawal is enough tr make om .speculate, about the decline of 
the 1 ; ml and British people:., fin* m »mcnt will cone, it ln< 
p» iloij-. ahead) ( .me, when wr lud! be able to v >ke. ill <>n the lm \ 
throw. 

Volj .i like* l •' i... about li- vi t to Yu; la i ... Not a bom 
blavci, but about himw If m Yu go 'avia. I lcncc <|udt lnmtei e*tmg, 

! J** mnuig at thr Mini, ary ot the Colonics, though lie. denus «l viih 
tin blush' * »fa bashful ( f id He - aid be a good KliuisU r and would 
do well. ’A ih nil hi' faults lie; n. an able man. 

Rrvri n ilnnicd ii.it d* lax on m /estnicnis is to 1 • pul into ha'*' 

. i ■ , r fif ,* t Council ■ »1 ‘ In iim, flu sloe! v i ‘an,: .* haii beer i iU ly 

M.isu.'dv' for b <* )a i few da , in anticipation ■ 1 the financial leghia- 
1 i.an. tin: I )u< c i n uib" o ' * I • i i . ir i»l v . and v uitv b i < Ion. he 
ex' hiirge*!, v bi h! *. 1 *n ibr as‘hotbeds < anti I ' *ni 1 f ■ h'gisla 
dnn v enui I* iu< to i;< tor* i r I ht experts are tigHtir u 

I I" ciitHU I I. - uly I U VI . I . \\ r< tl. tl, II I nm.iivii' IM. IU»*'V nt t (xicilfit 
um.iui/.iiioio, 

* I’ieijt! Dupuy, fdhoi • : rlo /V/«7 /b i. <: 
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Rigiuoli 1 asked me what to do with Visconti . 3 Liquidate him. 
Valentino 5 is pleased with our position in Poland. He suggests tJ»ai 
Beck' 1 should visit Rome. Why not, provided the Germans are i.i 
favour of the idea? I think they should be. T will talk to the J)u** 
about it. 


Of: obi;u 15. I have given Grancli his instructions for the Non- 
Intervention Commiitee. VVe must make some conce jion. I theu l re 
tnul ilmed three points: wc arc read) to discuss the plan (or the with¬ 
draw il of volunteers—- the parties in *h< cunlliet should be ir ked to 
state their intentions on the subject no, d they are favourable, a plan 
•hoi k 1 I-,: fixed fir. the withdrawal- *a the same time thry shonlu be 
gi\ <. n recognition of their belligerent statue 

1 l.dhori Jii a conciliatory sense to Lord Forth, which pleased him 
very much. He has Makel on agreement v illi as ami he wants to 
bring it off He asked me al> ut our forces in Libya f replied tluu 
wc rill talk about that within the framework .1 V.glo-Italian nego¬ 
tiations. , . ... ... , 

4 hr Huce took me with him to the » i * Ur w.m 

v< . ( henfill and is taking ft close iuterrM m Hr- dovdopmem of 


events 



Lugosianu* 1 biought mr a Roumanian • corilhon 1 no 

,,: <)f ; feu me to or givni it, except the d.Vte lot a 

()(i*i oh 1 i 10. look Cuomo to school for the iwA tiinc. It. time 
• s ...1 renietnbt 1 goiiv, inys» It, a‘i il h vvr< ’ s1i al »d how 

I < t i r ,; .a leaving old Idnilia and oidy stopped w i en the carnaL , .. 
hu.ib.ind, u a r.Ciivenerr s uniiorm, tin canned to aur..| me. And yet 
that’s 'hiu-st tliu i v yeais ago! C ecitio will be a »Oud r li<»Iat Vh lr . 

,. IV ,at icli-resj> f 'ct and is * f ry proud. 

C*ri*ioil l»a w.acted down r. * iasli 111 uons too mucu, but his pro 
noii’i.kmuif: J,: ii.i.l a k or! dU-rf. Out *11:position i, 

, 1,, Iv udvantam.’" - 

| , vs (],. p(»li !i Xtii’o ' a.ulor, who e.rmr to Ml rnc. n lire K .name, 

I fh fn| ip. ant -It dian act vide* dfth« French al va Tht r< tl 

, * , ,, , v - J.uht a Internal ; olilica lot i a .* hamei between 

noihm;’ 10 n< on. 


, people. And ..bo iWh jrtikMwy. 

I hr ClT ok .Nik car. ( am * lr uaG a profession of loyally tOYvaru n«i 
. . i flic void. ' Id on* <y. .ltd I*, a.g r, orkr ' a* \in* r 

’ ' da (ill '< ■ • iu t th« aim pel l)r\ f ec(lii. win. is 

-as .« dvai. . - P'° ' , , 

7 tljr Sionulni «luio moo., cartel. 

. y ' ' ! 1 ,1 ,.;r.l 1 ' •-.1 vrrnr>r^ nl ' oltu*,,. Din nur d th • 

* !\ . nit, («>i <’.»( i * l *' ;/ 

-y i: . . i„ . i.ili.i i A.nlmvi > lor in \V , w 

•'TV;", I Vk idwCC .-(.I I- .,n.l .r ov, 

V.it: I nn. » 

i . . .»•* M I !H K' ! 1 < ' 
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persecuting 11Greeks and is said lo lnve introduced die castor oil 
method in the Dodecanese. Ih* is an old fool and wc shall have more 
iron Lie fro/n him. 

1 went home with the Duce and gave him a full report on die 
situation. He is pleased. He had prepared mi fnfonvuziou Dijh- 
mtitica 1 directed against Belgium, out I persuaded him to give it up. 
It would have been tiresome, from the point of view of German) as 
well. 


OctoukR i ;. Nothing special. Filippo 2 is back lroin Spain. He 
repeats what we more or less knew already, i.c. that our troops are 
tin-d and that Fran* o can hardly wait lor them 10 clear out, though 
he wants to retain the air lbrce and the artillery. Me is jealous ot our 
sucu ssrs anc afraid of those that are Mill to conic. 


Ocrour.R id. Police review’ and in the afternoon inamcuvres. 
Splendid. It is a perfect little army, equipped with all the most modern 
weapons. With su« h a police loice, assumin' 1 that, it is loyal, a popular 
upheaval u no longer *■ mceiv.ddc- any riot would be crushed in a 
m.uwr - i minute.. J In truth is that the modern State always has (he 
means to defend itself, poe idrd that the man in command is deter¬ 
mined io mak r use ol then 

Himmler v as present ancl full ol admiration. 

i i ' i.rived Ricci and s. iil a lew kind words to him. He has in. dc 
reriain mistiik f > but all the .same he r » g«»od etgani/cr and loyal, 

J i onhnru d to Binndcl, v ho question; d me on the point, that l had 
had a < mivrrsuthm with Du pi 


(>« roiM.f id* Council of Ministers The law for a in per cent 
compam ta* was approved. Vlcdici and ih uni 3 were, not enthmiastie. 

la.oi'.o is ,\’Ling tor a division in old* i to liquidate the omiiIhtii 
front. V\V hav'* agiced. 


(>, j () |it |> i». K.iumcr, Rihbrnti op's 1 u'/'j t/t* tubinti, we. bi au ht 

to m c nir I jV ' on 1 l.i'.' i II*’ objeCI of his visit V- ’ to pi’Opos» the 
rren* *. ot l-'aly, with the status of an mi Inal agnainrv, l<* the pact 
hrtuc’n (iciinain and JiMcm. This is a m acjw n« «• o ; my mnOu H 
with Tokyo. J • i -pressed to h., in principle, m tavern, hut cdwl d»,,. 
v should be informed ol and, if Mw.-s.sary parin ipan m the iecrcl 

> i, fntiiiii m wni (Dipl* >. .1 »«• Hull.- * * a*’K’ p *»i «"-vm ir into- 

| j,. . v ,: fv M . Ml writlrn I. ( MHO ui Mil?,.*) . awl eoi.lu •*•<» «ni|)Mia« 

I * ill nwn i. oil In»v !'ft policy. 


I ill) j * \nln.v 

* Aihom** H.-uni Minuter • if C miim iii* Mi' m. 

* louilaii ’ v<•*! I l eMo.,, ,u ... tilin ling \ 

I -Cl < »!IH‘ I "I • I>' 11 I' I : ■ j ■ i i' i U ) t". *. * ' 

pitii us tlu. . 1»r» t “I t ' 11,1,11 hnni/U | "iieV, 

o|ipodli<.a to the (» ,,44 “ l eingn Minihuy 


Mm i,iuI• *i i«. I '*i•<I*'ii uni .Ii | n .( 
u Ih* Already pi.*■ t*d at. luipootnM 
.nrtim^ i ** 1 on Inin Oex am ion, in 


T*l htSTfiy 
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a/, :< cmcnts which I have reason to believe exist between Jjerlhi and 
Tokvo. 


A/ is ily a quelque chose qtii cloche . Ncur.tth 1 seems to me not to be 
pulling hi.: weight. And von Hassel, notably, agrees with him. Th**y 
don't want to do something which will disturb London, and then they 
are afraid ol Ribbentrop's personal success. 

O' .Totu.iv m. As 1 foresaw, the plot is thickening in the Pjbbentrop 
ail’aii. Ncurath, playing a different game, sent lor Attolieo,- He was 
hoping dial we v.o ild not accept. As we have accepted, he ?• trying to 
di.'ouraci ns. He talked about possible icperc us:.. 011s in London Then 
lie mt 1. • .rr< luev aden. 'Then lie went bar k to Berlin, inclusion: 
Uibh^ntrop \\ il 1 be lu re to-morrow, but his mission has not received 
iN. itrjill s blessing. Attoiieo, an ex-mason, immediately Ihp ln behind 
Nemeth. The Duce ij rigid, as he ah.ay. j Von 1 an t change the 
wa\ these old men's minds work on mi t ^jangc them, H ls , j, |,] lM . 
able to :ce hov. in Germany thr foreign Mmoic. fail: Kj aU llfl |j(( 

1 * 11 hire's in: iructions. Tins is made overwhelmingly elea, l jy Ne.uad.'s 
f leplione call to von Ilasscl. 

] was much i. uchcd to-dr.y by (!:■• sm»y <>l a g>'l l^ c ,j 

hclc lie. She -Id me in a simple and umnnlaknb ihlixi Way of 
how si a was driven to prostitution. 

Saw tin Mm about the life oi /ole Technic good, but it. 
content* a. 1 poison.nr li i’ the glorification of auli- unsin. 1 ahall 

have it banned, 


Oi mu : vv. Gonvci ation will. Ribl ntiop, 
Vl)h J Ja-.srl an! Kao'ie i li>i du laltei pait I hen a < 
with 1 li<- Du' • 1 b.w wriliu* a report ol the two • 

| lt < 'i lupiia .pie, it is drei lad iliat \se mlh< k n 

Cm 1 many and Japan .... ,. N . 

\U\iV\ hill «h '• Berlin. At the ne I11 1 'a im( Vnu.ith 
Ul m ., iMit to join. And von Hassel here has been 
When K« . 1 -ent • >j• an i> ed lie said to one 
da iir|“ a t ‘ I night I shall v, rite one . .f the he 
- 1 , ,-v ’ f hesr emss-currems in German torn* n pol 

-Oljon hflg fkilen rim • 

... .„.ou. font-* Aragon Iron! and. k 

at- ih. progress <>( this 1 ut'sed 'Vcr. 


lie presen. of 
tver.sut»on / /,.a\ 
n\cnations else 
. ' pact bet. .'cen 

die o has be n 
nun li againbt 
iy cen twrien 

t p ges of my 

re dangerous. 
n:\ble I ram o 
hope 1 iu • Her 


I , , 1 ii'ii Mi. 1 |.v I i:i, • J (1 < 


‘ t Iiiiinifini .1 vrtfi Nc * fttli 

‘ M .' y (i a. ...,11 Amt)Wtni»li>r 1 hrilm k-iall. 

.Vi’.'i'i, ..V" " ' ""'y. Sl ' - •!!!" •* 

1.11 11, - - *• i, ;‘" !"•“ " " l m , v ‘! s ' 

... ■ i, in 11„ b- •/.' ■'" u <•*»**• .. 


tmmln 


mil ill ( i(}n 


, ‘ ,\i ‘v t; Odliaie* !’:• •:<. lO.p!. 


,/ um Ministry m 

(he regueit <»l ilu* 

. 1 : M*K in whk ll he¬ 
rn' ' 

l;tn, 1^4!!. i.Mglilh 
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Ocroi^R 23. J have summoned the Prince of Hesse 1 m Rome, 
and ) am sending him to the Fiilmr to find out what he thinks about 
11 m- Tt ip.ir tile Pact. 

In T onclou the situation ha. been complicated by Russia’s refusal to 
.ueapi thr plan for Spain and by the ambiguous attitude of France 
and Britain. The Ducc, on my advice, !i;is drafted Inform'*:'” nc I)ifb^ 
inn tie a No. 4 himself. 

] received the Japanere Ambassador in connexion with the tripartite 
ugreem mt. I made a Minute of the conversation. 

O' rb re Jells me he has learnt that the German police* are suspicious 
<>f Mr.wlpdiA ideas. This may be due to something Renzctti J has 
done. 1 have ent Gc.-borc to Berlin to inform Massimo. It is .1 iiie- 
sorne business, he< ause, considering the way in which I am related to 
Ma iirio, it F proe»f of a generally suspicions attitude. It is haul wink 
undone; car former reputation in German «. yes. 

A 1 e ful apjieal horn Signora P . r< :.e about her ;;on languishing in 
a Pv,,iun ; r ivon. I will do .hat T can to hasten the exchange with 
G rigor ietf. 1 

Dinner in honour of Kibhcntrop at the Villa Madanm. 


Or. ronr 1 
live (iornniitt 
unanimity" -c 
Betides, if a\c 
more unyiehh 
tie .c of #• won 
him lust night I 
Italy, German;* 
with the wesicn 
ne . r again gi 
McdUerranen 
Sunday aft 
and their soli 
in line 4if our q 


Drained instructions for Grand) fm the inerting of 
ii Tuesday. We cannot give way on the qm of 
..isc we shall be gi 'ing IA■••si:, an obviou.. adv milage, 
way, we bill lind France*, anil England more Jud 
Kibbentrop agrees -his feelings f a England are 
for a fait I ile. lover. In a conversation 1 »■•»•! with 
‘ ache 1 tin i ict <ssity of a military alliance between 
i!(! Japa >. in anticipation c»I the inevitable conflict 
oweT.s. i H told m« d Hitler's ;ul u c. that aw should 
up M. jw 1, out formidable new nawn on the 
HS-board. 

ore- nla\ed \,;ji K -; o* ni'i Giccino and Diiuhnft* 
\V< put the wli.de: nci'-di!.. ojrhood to flight \ it 11 the 
c! 


OriToDr, k 
no object!' 1 
M (inn I ! . as I 
And'iis.s 1 id<>r j 
< • takf j l.u t: a 
At can sign pi 

1 l'i in* 1 .tip • 
rtftimnt y l.»* tween I 

IVtrr * 1 1 rheju 

• MaiH- it<nvrtti, 

1 i U l|M<l i<?ll, a a 

* I Hurliti * I K ./11 * 


Kibbentrop telephoned to * iy * Hit t tl *• * 1 iihr< 1 secs 
he egre* ni* tit bring signed in Roni« arid not in 
urop himsf If had pr« <; -d in v i« • / of I hr posiiwu :w 
hum The Miicr approvrji and w.u»t.*« die dynutun 

• i a ; • ! le II flu Jnjfianc.se re no* too | 1 ium u, {< , 

* * di. I'iifri !l dlov in 11 r■ c*>.| 1 • * *' d 110' ’ :., 1 ; 

. ;»r, huiband of 1 ‘rin■ Mtifairla Navi*) Actod n* p i Ml 

I and Mu 1 h. 

. offi. I.d ill flu fVuviuu Mini- y 

I I in t. l(k’li' i il III Mi 1 lin. 

1 up’ mi ate.ck<1 in Italy. 

lit Cl inv .1 Mt/htri hunt fo» - 
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■'■'tac Grand Council, at which it will be decided to leave the League of 
Nations on the 18 th, the second anniversary of sanction:;. Gas is how 
Italy u members and takes her revenge. In any case, the anti- Leaguers 
arc already so numerous that we might think ot founding a league ol 
the nation:, not belonging to the League of Nations. 

I protested to Diiimmond about the activates ol British agents 
among the Abyssinian imigrls in Jerusalem* t uut, we > a 

allow our Arabic radi 0 freedom of action again. Drummond, 

who i; a genuine convert, is also going to telegraph .0 support our point 
of view at »he London Committee. 

O, roni.K aG. Talked to Hotta about drafting the agreement. 
Nothing else important. 

Omanual a7. lr. the rnnniin- I received Henry this, a Lithuanian 
journalist, who wrote an abusive article about me some mouths ago in 
if, ,va vers embarrassed ami blushed, particularly in Ins ears 
end his chin. I spoke to him poliivly and at some length, win, h had 

di. - •(lee l of making him even shyer. 

,, 1 nL, has arrived \v«Mi the rest <>( the 

nversanon wit 'of telling him (hat in Ilal> -be 

delic.ltlon IlG'dc a point Ol iriim.-, » 

Fuset-n aided Ministry is lh. Foreign M>"ist. /. knew ha. the. was 
t the dove-cots. He immediately went ot in 0 a tirade 
• . , , w . . in lls j, ,r r nfi.(l aad tiien links u iib 

Tea mm Nc urnt h and ( • < t man diplomat '* .< 

Irii'iaalioaal Piplam.wv. I b.ok the opportuuUV d ;> W ot von 
I he ■ elV ■. il,. - hu been i.laybn, a double game lot too lom 1 . 

1 rodii' i. W.en.'. whvwe„n:.n.sMbenmn, H ~ «K and 

j 1- , ske« <• 1 my am i< 1 a hunt oc< * •. a»i. 
lM M would * dir thing I be alliance between the 
fia wd above all on the identity ol political regime, 


pnnhu' 

i . eoin, • «. mlk to tin* l Yihm. 
1 raid thnt » Part) 


,V " ' ,'^ioe eon noon destiny. Stmt slahunl, siml mltnt. 

I ration m lUcl’oru Mussolini v asinaguili 

'e 

! In German'! were moved by the Dat e's 


which del 
, ,-ni and pi, l"i' '!"« 


n n onitK 48. ThtsdemonM 

!„ iu.csi ilcm ' aiion 1 baveevei s n. .Statan 


w a ,i, ,,,,,,,11.,'irtuaml da'/./led by our eolom s and mn sun, 

fcpeech m>* ( * ^ , ,j.j i(1 Stein about the.'-lease of Markolf.- N.n 

V a;>. alvpti. fin phei ics about wlmt will 

,,ui li i jiiship with t icriimny It the agreement 
. ,, i well there is to lie a uni.' is d deluge. 

wim Japan eon '" . .. . lrol , I den, deliver, d |,y IV, M,, 

S"„„-liim^tww-- a ^ ( i)i( in u, dii.sel.i." It n iiUricsting that 

h« " u ‘ (hi ovo | think 1 ought to I tHcphour.l 

lidi i should h u t m#u 


In 

much politi 

l upper) if 


but. 
oiitint 1 


Hit 


1 Kurtoinr 
* Murhufl, t 
1 A Nino Puw< i 

tt|'W<tor l.i .-*i NfiVrrr.T t f 


1 c this move 

lVpuiy 


Utl ill hah. 
onvtnol l>\ !“( 


" U mm fbf 


lU»U» Ilf Ntu "Hi, Will to Mlt I i*t 
ol tlu* Pftf ’'MUt, 


mtSTfty. 
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Oonvei nation with Balbo. A. always, sour and tie ‘heroin. He is 
sniping a. the Part) and at the same lime trying to ; ave in:- ^icoge, 
Lcssona. 


NovhvnEK 3. Th*. Duce was making fun of Grand! to-dav. Orandi 
really i baching the Non-lnU rvcntiui Committee too heavily. He 
sends the Stcfani Agency 1 announcements which the Chief describes as 
‘Dispatches from Ausierliwh 

Aldrovandi' 4 has read his speech to the Nine-Power Cunlcrcncr in 
Ihmscls. Jt was apparently received with chiiiy silence, though tlicy all 
realised it wr.j the only realistic speech. 

’ he Japanese Ambassador a:ked me again fur a:: lira ices about unr 
at f itude towards Russia. Thelacb peak for themselves. Ourtnrpcdoi , 
h - 1 c also spoken. 

Admiral Ihn.otd, who has con back from the exercises a: Pheru 
lot the implementation of the Nyon agreement, told me that, v Nile flu 
Knglish Admiral was polite, hr French Admiral w t vlrcmcly dis¬ 
agreeable The French stall officers had more sympathy for du 
Sp anish Nation lints. 

NovEMiu.it ,{ \t ■ •.* .0 Sant 1 M un r|r L Angeli and ’he- usual 
« 1 icmony in hone ar < f tl.e Unknown h Uih r. 

Annivi ary of Victory Day.- 

Novt.Mor.it v f met con Rib!r.nOop at the station. If - -el w.u 
<;i« ell with rage. 

( !on atb n with the Roumanian ( aluia t Ministei iniio cu. 1 1 
alluded to the pact wli ch is iu b«* signed to-in urov and : . u that .1 
(( in' iiis P uni a a hi s cry do.cl /. S : ; 1 j»1 fur t lie j • < »n - .1 her alarm i»;e 
I*i 1 irni 1 y to tl* bolsheviks, Jhichai'-M must o> o-nl.iu her sympathies 
tov. u Is the powerful ur\v und-i >rnniuni :t iv Wm. 

U >uv< • ation will* Ribbentr*. ,• * l it* : ml I fassd. We bx«da few 
di*nil l«a * morrow’s »• i nioi, I lie* I n< bsh, if serins, 1 m. e a »\vn 
»lr I ?} an ili.it they are \ i \ \ uiiicd at f . ;ning of d r (> J Ui. 

1 lie\ 1< el licit the ;yst»'i. i-M.lotung a ; ein%t 11. * m 

I lulu id l ur*M 1 A ■ 11 1 mss id c' I'mI I u 1! I noi go to ,'\ M • at a 1. : 1 i lu* 
preliminary condition'd''! m il - x imi aie 1 • ali/ed, dia* o say, until 
tin I inpin: »- rccogni/.ecl. 1 wti; puti , tiuubing. 

N O v j 1 fi ’ kb. \\ : signed 11 if 1\< t this o ming One xv r« h.;k j uis 

o! mi . niosp] u i .hnitd\ unlike. ihat ol tlu; n a:d dip math cnt> 

•Moii Three nation. .41 , ! iT r>\ 1 c;il r 1 pon • p* ’h’. lmli tn.iy 

periliip: lend ( ln.ni to * n \ v\ »i ,ry til o I* '* 1 a., llliu'iyh 

1 . art.tnidhf e/fji'iiil I’il ul pi •• . ,u;i u \ 

( \m-uI I ail, 1 »\i in; nek * I i- J :• I» , i»|* i lu I “ 1,1 ''I' 'iMi, .,1 .hr 

l 'I* ' t* i/ Ul< ! \ (i.t ’ lilt 1 III It' ! iln 

Tie nrininiliT ItrOv^T" ticl) tiiiii Aufltrnt •■* nu i - I un ,n ’ aifjt r t 1 ;lO 
* Ha!In friiriC4(u, U•mumiuuui' VhnJi'ri (m the NAvv mmI * |r •* 
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(hr 11 nst which is .‘ tlilin*; the energy and the aspirations of the young 
nations. After the signature we went to see the Dnce. f have s» Jdmn 
:axn him so happy. The situation of > P 3 f) h* is keen transformed. Italy 
ha > l)i >l;f?n out ot her isolation: she is in the centre ol the m< t formid¬ 
able political and military com' ination which has ever existed. 

In the iftcrnoon there was a conversation i) Inn:.- -Duce-C*ia i“- 
Kibbr nio f). An extremely inter* , nng conversation. T have miiu* 
inai'zed it in a Minute. 

!11 the e vening there* was a grand dinner :i( the l*:ila/..o V em*'/ia. 
The two Jan n< o Military Attaches, both good Fascists, were tadiant. 

\ he) are in f»voin* <»f a military pad. I hf v u• 1 <• di lighted when 1 sail 1 
to them, II. the Dm -’spies' nee, that they ought to occupy Vladivostok, 
that pistol jointed a Japan. 

No’*r : tu u 7. The Du * deplores that Aldrovandi should have 
given his concent to the sending of a cond invitation !<• Japan to (al:e 

part in the brussels Confnencc. i If •' , T l,t vu spiral 

our, he thes few steps in th league ballroom. I he Dm e hate, the 
reputation which Italy u d «o ha\e, and "•' l ' h ln * * 1 ' ' 11 mean-: 
ul a iiohrv as .straight as the blade * I a:.word. Moral: I h n-cirU ,i. T )vd 
! oh o io*:»av that, as soon a dr* Japans hav •vlascd, *.• wdl uiil,. 
draw liom Hrmscls. 1 hat will Me hr coni' «• n.. ‘h/lugh 

Ribbeiit;up has gone. Hotta, Hus < I, and I were afcthe st..lion I |,e 
I)U( * I.... . . ; Rihlwntroji too foi Has,cJ -;c dp 

.,(1 a 1 ', if JV. » t who U sinking hourly. ln l H * n * 

, |mi it M-niia fill *1 the treatments are uselos. this oo.ng, 
r j,.i, , u. e now u.rd.i ml. Id- »< ii a jpv.il gnrl to mi lie 
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Duec and he agrees. Ii is a good way of shelving the question of 
the ‘Far East’ 1 —all the spotlights of world publicity will be focused on 
the Ivdon-Ciano meeting. 

October ^9. In the morning there was a presentation of medals 
to the widows of those who have fallen in Spain. The ceremony was 
a succes*. But as 1 watched these men and women in mourning iilc by 
and looked into their eyes red with weeping, 1 examined my conscience 
and asked myself whether this blood has been shed in a good ciuse. 
V s, the answer is Yes. At Malaga, at Guadalajara, at Santander, we 
were fighting in delence of our civilization and our Revolution. And 
sacrifice are necessary in order to inrge the bold and strong spirit of 
1 nation. 1 he wounded were full of courage. One of them, who hud 
lost both hards and an eye, said, ‘All I want is another hand to go 
back to Spain with.’ It sounds like a plira « in an anthology, but it 
came from the lips of a boy of twenty, maimed by the enemy’s steel but 
happv bee.Hi. -* ihcDuce had slopped foi a moment to tall: to him. i he 
Ormans who were with us have 1» amt something. 

1 be Duce isn’t keen forne* to goto Bn 11 things considered, 

le is light. Without prej uration, a conversation with Eden would be 
useless and possibly harmful because of the disappointment wlueli 
would result from it It nece ..ary, we can always find an opportunity 
later. 1 spoke to Perth, who w*is not cry convinced b my argument.,. 
If per.unally was in favour of the meeting, vvhi< h would in his opinion 
havt done much to claiily the situation 

October 30. In the morning 1 bad a conversation with Philip «>f 
Hesse on his it turn from Berlin, where he had seen Hitler. The truth 
is ih t I litf .t w u . very am ry with Ribbenti <p, not bet ause (if what ha.» 
h 1 pj ( lied -1 litl»-r up]i-n.i . <»l 1 lio Tripat the Pact and 1 1 u ns to haw 
originate* i 1 himself— but 1 >e< ause, <.mirui) to his iirtruetf >1 , Kil »bcn- 
imp had k( j>t the v hole thine 1 sccr» 1 from Nnirath Now the question 
is settled— Ribbentrnp v ill be Neural rds sucee.wu*. 

I! s aslud to !«■#•. r.< nc jd my oilier. ;>o 1 saw him at the Gland 
I Jot« 1. He was rxtiie.d and mciaouS. M» told rrn. that \«*n .Ts 
wilt had spoken in v ' ' hostile wav about Italy in < onvetsntf >11 *.uli 
hit.. !!(•:..> wa. loyally indignant. I !•* v mini to f" straight to P >h 1 
to ask for l l.isstTs u alp J I11 i would I * all the «a . a . Hasscl himself 
n a , goin to Berlin • o coiiiplaii al an r, ibbe'i ]>. lbelult<r» Mill 
I »«• able to l >quid. 1 n- fan a • a u util oi In ' U complaint. 1 ' 1:il *d him 

nut i.o go, but to w i t« . \i», .nddeii and liuc xpr.emd j r * n< \ on his 

par i would givi 11 :e > >thri mlr; pn t .a u .ro. 1 he I a • 'd ■■(•< lU 

to ue bcuucn him « ’ us, not I ■•ovcm tim • his * i. 1 :tss\. 

had written. I bes.se 1 really is hostile to l a.sci hi and an nemy ol tin 
* In i:i iK |tph it* tin nj'fjfirwik 
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jivome-Beriin Axis. He goes about telling a story that Streicher, 1 when 
pa ising through Rome, visited the German school and showered praises 
on a girl whom he picked out as the most intelligent ami best-looking. 
She was the only Jewish gill in the school. . . . 

October 31. Inaugural ceremony at Guidonia.“ 

A great commotion in Paris as a result of Cenuti s departure. It was 
a situation which bad to be cleared up. We have hen 1(fired it ip 
and it was the right thing to do. II w c are g°hig to get France to 
recognize us, it will certainly not be by smiles and concessions, which 
L what Cerruti wanted. The Germans arc very favourably impressed 
by our gesture. 

November i. i>>kyo has agreed to the formula of the Tripartite 
Pan. The signature will lake place on Saturday at 11 ami. Working 
out details is a lengthy and meticulous business with the Herman, and 
the Japanese, ,nd they wanted to settle cv on the most mmute question, 
of foj m. Something very important has happi nc\ - u allian. e <>l 
three military empires the si e of Italy. Germany, and Japan throws 
an unprecedented weight of armed strength into the alancc ol pown. 
la,eland will have to reconsider lu r position c*vcry\vlien • 

Comet ation with the King ol Greece. Polite mode.’ hmly frank. 

1 P u ,s anxu n: t., talk about politics, tiemgh he dorsn t. like the suhp 1 
I euve him an out hue of the Fumpean situaiioii and ni', ver, r.ilrnly 
and xvrv firm I > rlmt, while wc wish m, pea. .* wrprepared for any 
i-vi run iliiy if we cannot obiniu recognition ol our 1 ghts an . natmnal 
. . liu- R. mc-Uot!in \x!-. i-. unequivocally. •' R"' to u.-rknii 
vv ;,h. ( )thcrs tmi.-'i make up (licit mind* 10 b< u » n iciid:. 01 its lues, A. 

■ !,, ,, , jM limn n m p.iuiir- Ti .ily ..oil tli. iic, I count on < .re,-K Ira ml- 
| ; r w.. - iiiij>i -- ■ <(1, " .s «-v« t> tnon. imprest tl "'lieu I told Inin 

lha , in HJL.uis < >;m air* <ly count absolutely on certain slates. 
\h illusion to ’t 11150- lavin uasoln ion. in am rase the li* <• oJ'.ulvanec 
. t) ,. • ; Salonika lor the Seths. I irana and C'orlu lor us 

VleVnvk" know this and arc IriKbtened. I don't think n»y kin.l Ivor. Is 
*' ' .V,, HI Kill)' the id-u Irom his mind. It is, .dt<i all, an id* a 

... 

N , . j, , \ v r hostile spec- h Irom JaU n It is..nl> to be 

\V i ’ , , o ar-lie liim .cK to his In s ol lac. ova Al>< sinia 

‘ i.. n tl us a kick on the shins. I have dralmd liiinrtooti in,. 
tin- si-'i'iitiK «*n Sattu-day of Che I rq.art ,*■ I'atmruumn 

thcorv. hut in hut unmistakably avt British. 


l)/r Sh.rnin. 


1 f’ fl **• Siteidirr, • Ju ,,r o! d* , .furie >.1 *un 1 il-airuof * a t - ntr- of aciomiuii 
. , a i'r \v town in ui« .Saturn 


1 hi m ur.nt li Nalrictl Uttc.I 


ill fu» oauiu*- ' 1 \ , . , • . 

,| u . 11niiuit air i-iuna- , AJr.vatidro Guhl a. 
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if we- must give the impression that the Rome bloc is really solid. 
Hie Dm e came back in the afternoon, and 1 had a short conference 
with him. 


Novemhlr 9. Echoes of the Pact continue. I have been thinking * 
a lot about future developments. We must not go about asking little* 
states to join- it must remain a pact o( giants. But three countries 
intnest rue: S]>.1111 > representing the prolongation ol the Axis to the 
\tlautu ; Brazil, in order to .make the whole democratic sysem in 
South America; and Poland, as a line ol defence against Russia. For 
Spam vvr nnu wail. Brazil requires immediate attention and i have 
telee,implied to Lojar.onu. 1 E01 about a year 1 have been subsidizing 
die luie.u alists ’ to the «*xtcut of 40 contos a month, if in these days 
01 druggie it is necessary to intervene on a larger scale, 1 shall place 
the sums at our Amba Vidor’s disposal. 

Dined with VVysocki, a when* t mot Beck's wile and had a long talk 
with J aim oiunu, who has j. a .tied in the ho pi: -/cry possibly a vain 
hope -of retting the l* arii n Ministry in the next Cabinet. 1 proved 
O' Inm t!' >1 Rmmtaiiia now has no alternative but to align hersell vsiih 
•>m formidable aiiti-Ru ian v, inn. ] he Russians are her daiiecr, 

ven »• ore as alia s than as enemies. 1 he Roumanian:, may as well 
waste no lime, in making sure of our friendship and protection. 

No v i.MJii k Bn. The Duce has personally drafted Injvrma.i* mt 
Jhf'furnaiLd i<> 1 ply to Chamberlain. 

Perlinox *ba . irltwc a licire a* tack on the governing clique in Poland 
f ho o ii.-.ti tided An.ul lo** to take up thcii defence. They will be 
grateful. An atta U (ill a country is merely unpleasant, an attack on 
personalities produces change oi heart. J hat is the rnonienl w .*•< n> 
woik M*Mriwfiib l'u ia 1 1.iking things 1 waci for us I he u) ol 

1 loll !\ 1»y aD i« h R11 Ma t» ie • in detoj Poland li to | lining; the VripAr* 
tile Pai t, <»nh m.ik( s it 1 1 *ai > 1 la her that h< 1 place is with the l a * f 
Motes. 

i (1 a v • H\'min«ai'(| !oi Mmidas do* tMmmilnc v hh h is to make 
mi 1 an> i m* ns »r 11 it ha h m'ujiIm.ii, Jhe \ is it will be in May. but vvr 
mu.a think ahead il wr want to do tiling properly. I am pane ularl) 

(i mi(m <ikm 1 about the decoration ol the .met is, llith'H we h-e c 
,d.ay;. d* .»«• it in .< «•. ,1, mi< .nplace, eoimirii. -d, llmnbrr ue sort .,| 

\va . 

1 Vtiuvnin I «#j.i*»»»!<•. \ 111 i 1 .i 1.1 j. 1 if> lira il 

!*li» UrM/iliUn 1 lillitnrwu* jmio li ilisvilv ( b, »I»*' V (« *■ iimiri i m 
I rcihri M) | / 

* /VUrrrl V\ 'i , ii Ki, JVllnli A* 1 dj c i>Aji l'ir m Itornc, 

* l*» ntn.o. n.ni'i •■•vie !, l 1 t*‘i c 1 1 niiniii A’im • t* ' 

M iiovaiun n »Mt>, rdil. J, v r // VW ' • '*( • • ' ' 

* I Ik tlutlun |»i»' ,/> 1 1 1 , *, 1 , uiHU rtf* I ,s 11 "I J '* I<*i|f• 1 llt’/M 

u> hjitth. 
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al k c d to Sohrii, 1 who would like to have a legal congiesv. lr seems 
to me a harmless idea. 

N ovemuer i i. I have had another request from Eden lor a meeting 
in Brussels. I sent for Drummond and told him J thought I could not 
accept, pa.tly because of the place, partly because ot the laint League 
atmosphere of the setting, partly because of the moribund condition 
into which the conference has now sunk. But it must not he deduced 
from this tin t I do not want to meet Eden. On the contrary, 1 should 
hr only too pleased. But somewhere else, and after aiitahle prepara¬ 
tion, in order to ensure that the meeting does not lead to illusions, 
controversy, and disappointment. 

.Sufujo has patched up a blunder of S. kita s in \ ienna. Saiata, who 
had been instructed to put before brtiuschnigg two British documents 
which compromise Schmidt," began asking f () i confrontations, with¬ 
drawals, «el 1 he scandal would have compromised our intelligence 
sci . ice. Aniuso drew a veil over the v i»olc aflnii. Seliusehriigg lias 
told him that, if and when we wish, hr will sack Schmidt. A very good 
thin g because In- i:, a treacherous man. 



Hci. ived i lie Hi -/ilian Ai.iIm . h!oi. I told him of our sympathy lor 
t|. ihilicy ol’\ •u-jL’a.i,'** and preinisri! him the ‘-uppon "» the Italians in 
Hpd uliM on indeed (particularly til .« ii^ m Vu>U>) for obvious 
,v roiis •>! lo< al inteie*net • 'ich in i t . " " of Inl * M1 ■ • n)> 

( ( on\ e, siition with U,Blips 1 \ * explanation of the background 

f | ic pMilts . i tie i rij mi file raet. He bis been imprest by 
• i . ..... c*. In ti’liii h he talks about the Russian 
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.s to—the situations, characters, and joke have obvious < nulo- 
gien. He accused the intellectual and bourgeois classes of cowardice, 
inertia, and love of a quiet life, and declared that as long as he r. .dive 
he will keep them on the move ‘to the tune of kicks on the shin’. ‘When 
Spain is finished., I will think of something else. The character of the 
Italian people must be moulded by fighting.’ He has banned the play. 
Plato was prepared to ban the Odyssey and even music if it seemed 
flabby and depressing. 

Bare Ha 1 talked to me about lie Popolo d'Italia. Me can’t get the 
circulation to increase—a phenomenon which dcs up with the anti- 
rus- ; 5 m of the bourgeoisie. liven the DulC j articles don t send the 
j a I es up, unless thousands ol lire are spent on newsboy and tin Pat M 
forces au: mobilized. To think that the Din e believe that the a, ban ; 
.ire waiting impatiently for these articles ot his. T he bourg ' isic ofien 
makes one sick. 

And *t r this bourgeoisie, which is at the moment wildly beppy 
became ol the i!on-e\istent negotiate with London, I IccMru hi er| 
tn grt lurk to the tn ill of the situation b” publishing a*.* Information* 
Diplvmatiat. 




Nov mhi r .4. A strongly unti-Japa ire: rnotion has ben pm.-d 

in Bru. 1 s<T, I he threads ol the plot against Tokyo are beginning to br 
jiiif * 1U 1. Nothing could be more dangerous than t lull !<> T the 
technique of aTleetive scrunty. If your finger gels c; tight in ih* 
maciiii' ry, yWIlkic yom whole arm. 1 have drafted thr announce.- 
in, ru <>! our ntvutivr voir, which Aldruvandi vvill make, to-morrow, 
and shown t to Jlotta. Hotta IVa his par*, has told me that Tokyo i.» 
| H /.pai ir 1 1 • * rn Ognizr Franco and h e: a ked me. fm informal ion about 
the -aat* of affairs in While Spam At flu Mine time hr asked whether 
u »r are. ready «•> ai«.orerfoimal nang* align >o Mauchukuo. I my,**!' 

» ;tve no ol ' M r. Ml dir pi es, ut state of aliau.. : but we mail 'ewe to 


ruruc. t*» \n ... n < uirm >i’n Berlin. 

( ullc- , t.. t ie ..n tin- •••ubji-.'t M the handing > tin- l‘tfv 

iUM j lit* /’mi,. • >*. ih«- Spanish nav Cavagn n "J ntakiog <!»•' * 

lie* iii'j* iIk S'cpU niht r iintalnn m "I ilir prur of ihr tw ' s 

1,|u ; |iai 1 1 yet. Out »tiloi • h.tvr .iKv.iya Iktii ol- tmriiv<> nhout 
the S|.;. ,:;li 1 nlrrpriBf Thr> i.al<r .itivilnoi; v Jiieh in. v p« ,^sil" > m.,.< 
n uiuf'h O'; * m ■ < u - l.it 11 oi> ol *1 fir H< ■ ' • • * ,r V ■ !( 

Itnit <l»I*- i.itliivuti" . ol ll'.»i inlrni.ilion.i) law •vlii*l | . ot I'T to 


wat properly, 11•**y ought to despise. 
j>„r, ]m rn, ih. lu 11 to (In: -oaiwslt throat., I> * ,kr 1 l< » *«* ,T '"- We 


* l.i . ran II.., .. U i /•"/» ..■MU,. Ou .i»"V I "“''"‘I >’V M-. .. 

In in) t 

1 /V/ an t I 1 w* two Dull Jrjii 
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must '>e very < .miious, although l myself believe in tlie nrccssii} for 
the restoration of the monarchy. 

NovtMREk 15. A long conversation with Chen Kung-po. I found 
j him i"/ cl and, away from his own world, much less brilliant than I 

remembered hint to be. 1 expounded die follou ing thesis. .Japan will 
overwhelm you militarily and the democracies vdl not give \ >u any 
practical .•'■dstrmce. Your only salvation i: iO be found in direct n •, >- 
li.ioons ibron/h the mediation of Italy and Germany. And the soonei 
the be Uer. I gathered that the Chinese arc relying upon the vast size. 

<;J then country, but they forin t tin (•hina s vital points arc on the sea 
or the rivers and flit the Japanese navy can operate unopposed. I have 
sent a tclcgiam fo Chiang Kai-shek setting out my point oi view. 

in the afl» • noon there was a meeting ol the Committee for the 
reception of ihe Ff.hiew 1 intend that everything sh ill be perfect, 

1 hat is why 1 have started the organization sue months in advam, 

Y erday every !>oriy responded with rntiiuuasm. Ihe itu. \ delicate 
problem is relations uilia the King die luhrei gut Jh , : to tell me that 
he did not want to stay at the QjnrinalM 1 1 * u ’a.t he will have to go 

thet c mu* day. I am i hinking ofsplit ing the vistt into two pa? i. s a visit u> 
the King and a visit to the Du<c. We shall have to exercise a lot of tart. 

It I a ditlu ult subject and people will hr only to,, ready to criticize. 

Novi- miu.k ib. Mn solmi u;e. very plea ed with Aidi<,vaudi\ .imte* 

merit in » m . al.s - a downright No At Poo 1 have ihe kind ofdiplonutey 
1 like, hr cod to me lie talked at length 'bout the necessity Jor 
reder uiing Italy's reputation as a fnithlcvj nation thanaiek used to 
V.,v dial yt >■ i ..I . i ha* < . policy with ltal\ when she i* faithless both 
,is friend m* fo\ Demon oatioe l»k< yt arlda pro\ r fhut Fascist 

Inly is do longci the Italy of intriyui- who/pmntiuitrd hernelf to the 
democracies. 

(;h ( f J une pc has asked me fo vmiul i 1 h'' , m my name, ah .ul 
|)llu | ll|( ,r,s of peat H> rave me to understand that the recognition 
of M Imkuo might be conceded. 

% • ( j g. ., | talked • me aiyim.sf • ; (.h'.,» hnivg, ’.vho o raud, in eolivr ic 

v* -I t'nn with o,,e • ’ hi- fmilistrif, to )uiw dtahn I himselflii favour () f 
, ?< :f ’ , m ,. ht u it ft pi e and therefore with the wesu rn derma ra< ; f ., t \ • 

, ■ ; ( ■ J ■ n - Sc hiadtn sg k km ih« that 

“ ■ jvimloned by us. which would be I hr end ol Austria, 

rne.o 1 »eio a . ,, , 

1 i „>!- i 1 n Juan, b ,Mirc of Spain, tosc<-d»e Dm . IheDuce 

, tj j 4 j , , , t »e» tor munarcliics thmi I* r republic* to I'mriM 

M Ao«»inl loliec , it u m they need h> make fewer compronu.v | i r 
( ; j , , r - his regime on die upport of the rural m »vw r 

1 Clu-n Kun«-po. Chinfic Minister tor 1 ’rc* ami I lejmgarid.i. 

' f >.iii in I, the royal i fo Home. 
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, ,„.ey are more. loyal and Jess nan ode than ihc urban population. Hr 
taid Spain should be* given an imperial pirit. The present civil war 
i:.; the consequence of the psychological collapse ol 189b, which le.snln d 
in tlie vivisection of the Spanish soul and despair lor a future no longer 
worthy of the past. 


Nov '.ini' k 1Went with Cerruti to the Ducc on a farewell visit. 
At least it had the atmosphere of one. though in theory that is not the 
position. The Duce attacked French policy towards us. Ccmiti 
deli nded it, it]) leiriarkable courage. Ik said we owed it to Lnv.il 
th it. s.inct ons were not applied on oil during the Abyssinian a ar The 
Duct id that sanctions on oil would have nn - it war. flint was the 
only reason why France didn’t want them. Wc shall not forget all that 
I >ndo r « did, and 1 u is connived at, two years ago. When Cerruti said 
that for France Italy is enemy No. 1, Mussolini replied: ‘A great 
honour L want to be feared and hated, iVither than tolerated or 
protected.’ When die subjet * of the French army was raised, tie I be e 
quoted Paul Allard - b ok and advised Cmuti to read it. At the end 
«»( tie' convocation everybody’*; opinions were unchanged. Anri 
France’s stock had shown no signs of rising. 


,Y 1 H. Nodiing v.oithy of nnm, except th^ opening of 

the Textile-. I ibidon. A [.ligy «•* fascist will. 


Novlmiikk iq. Lcssona informed me that: du* blow ha fallen. He 
wa very .id. lit a:J cd lor it, He has ne\cr been Jiank or hi' ndh m 

1I1.) c wh hav» htli c.d him. Hr has always tried lo make tumble. 

Now he r. . ■. (alien into his -m niirs’ hands and tliey will go on kit king 
him alter U" b down. Termed >i c<msiderc»< a loyal but m< dilu te 
» • aaitivc in fa< 1 * hut loyal dum mediocre. 

(\irw'T;.ati"ii widi ihc I ’ ice and Chen Kung-po, Thr Duce repeated 
m •! *1 less ,\ I at I had ahe >dy said to old Kim --p". The. only way 

out r (jt 1 n in-Jt.ilirm n ‘dintjon. ' 11 > c is notlimg 1 > hope lor from 

Chinese arms -• stih lr : >m rnilif. 1 ■ \ 1 from abroad. Ktm; - * n» ii 

going 1 * 1 n leg* Ipb to Ins ( » >v< 1 nnienl. I niav be that they.m di* 

wa i ■ itn'diaf iui . 1 hry are •. lepnv-ni at Shanghai. CoiV t‘ 1 , '*q>lei 

dial for he In imn hi h ; seen 1 ‘. V. Soon.-, ;i depicted. 1 kit i 
sinking. In him l . \ - ■ ng n a bras • i ;.oi. I 1 a\< telegraphed id 

( oi i;dk to aim < < die Ini \ of the ito t» a non 1 • * -1* on < )ct Ter ..M 

mtd 01 my corn rations with Chen Kungq>n. 

t\'i.v!'»i> /’ i ‘lie 1)1 a e t o is taken steps about .* blatantly pro- 

I «• i i 1 1 a a;].: •• . f r: in,. > I ! ' dr. nl k I the audioi, o< aihat- ai. 1 a* 
hi h <m of da V. 


1 (iitilltifio 1 >‘M, Ii.Ui.im A**ilaiv, m 1« i to OIuj .v 

: I \ :s. ... *, iPim,■, :vle.oir* ol I ina»-f. T ! .0)0 •!* M • 1 cm? UiK4i,|> K in-shok. 

* I iMiu' .Mi Si on!,Mini, PaH* com^p'initeni ol’)^ J f tifxnia 
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I received the Japanese envoy, Baron Okura, 1 and took him to see 
the Tuce. He said nothing of much importance but confined himself 
to expressions of gratitude for our solidarity with ins country. 

Volpi pretended to be delighted that tin. ‘lot hadn’t fallen on him’ 
to go t«. the Colonies. But his face fell when J * old him that the present 
situation is destined to last a long time. He was still hoping. . . . 

The Brazilian Ambassador had nothing new to tell me about liis 
country. Vargas is looking for a formula for Brazil. Me ,\ill have to 
hud one. Otherwise his movement will rapidly collapse. The secret of 

dictator-■hi; s of the right---and their advantage over other regimes. 

consists precisely in having a national formula. Italy and Germany 
have four d theirs. The Germans in racial ideology. \\V in Roman 
imperialism. 


NoVF.Mii i;k ai. Was delighted to see two good Fascist laces at the 
Palazzo Venezia—'leru/zi and Ricci. 

Halifax v visit to Germany is a n«*w proof of the anomalies in tin- 
Ki.it li' foreign policy. Too many c eks in the hcndiousc. Tin rc or 
at lr.cu four foreign policies Hitler's, Gocring:;, Neurath’s, Ribbon 
tn> Without i.ninthly the minor ones. It is difficult to « »-ordinatc 

them all propcily. All the time Ncur.ith has to be dragg<- 1 long 
behind and .slows things down. 

Her-am 1 thinking >1 recognizing ManelmLuo. Neuralh puts on 
f be luwl. Ii the Fiihrci knew lu would appi ove. But the Wilhelm 
nri.j .. is the most oh.s! iu.iirly unvi'n ra\iuic ori'ani:- atioii. In Italy, affrr 
I" 0 ** us hit ecu years f r j conqua the Pala./.<> Ghigi. And otilv 
1 ^’ ,l ‘ vv h o ,i ’r 1 1" , d(* I h.t.e to make lh< i goats l.et psUu to the 
Id t man 1 1. 

C mvtrsaiion With thr Durr and Gcnrr d Visconti Pt.» a .• 1 Pi t 
is vi pro-1 »ench la studied m l * um and b< lieves in the I icn h 
A,f r.il Mad and French military effieierw In the coursi* of the 
c 1111\ 12 .ai >n, which (' ered 1.uniliar ground, dr I )u« < ipounded two 
iruetv iin , idea . \n army must be politu al. Not go in liu polith. | 
3iijvit) But every noli I i**i must be tin liraier ol .i fragment of ^ 
.,! idrolo.jv OthertM ,. on go ma St Tilers but rinplovci» kept 
I )V |g, sf.in < hi lli* • v\> of ilmikin •. i) tdogjh consid rs the Ren h\ 


[a ccent army mor povo rhii than t!to Raise r s ,u mv, hough inferior (,, 

U in equipment, <hs* ipl : n •. and 'Mining (2) The shrinking < ♦ the 

I'u at li population has n. origin m the two and a half lnilli- *u lead ,,f 
d,« ,| r( wars, md tln.hr which ai-Jidied pi it m u ;t ui t, ire and 

ltd 1 p a a on ilium ‘>» l on! : :;on:> 

• ... OK.na, a im ‘ < "I I ^ A*!' * • • u-nl f M 

Kiimpe i m. Aim 1»« a roiltuoi .f l (Anne |-rnp;.,,. .la 

j , 1 1 | j ,, , | ii|w • it-I >ul I ■ • to- <it the 1 iniiuril H' Min 

ai h’lnni So ir;'iry in M. •• "f • 


«il IMcn 


1 <rnnrr.it S 


.Ml.i.. 
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>'o V- r.: tnr.u 22. Liu; L)uce rabcd doubts about the* political idia- 
bility of Alessandro Pavolini. 1 I replied that T should reject cveiv 
.lu’ pici' u unl< s 1 were documented iu an absolutely unquestionable 

fj.hioit. 

My convert.*- n with llv Duce was vliort. Decided in principle on 
the building of the new Ministry lor foreign Afluirs. 1 am sorry to 
leave ltic Palazzo Chigi with its Mussolinian tradition. But the new 
building mi l play its p u t in the creation el die Uiue’ Rome. 

In the rrnooi I hat 1 a conversation with (hmrneri and Revel. 
Loth very pessimistic about the currency situaiion, which, in their 
opinion, i a reason to avoid action which may lead to war. I hey ask 
fo** two v*. an if tranquillity and ten years of peace. It seems :.<> me 
too much. 

On (he Duce’.s orders sent a t dry rani to Attoh-o, to inform the 
Idihr'T of c ir inn ntion to say ;y -d-byc to Geneva on the 25th of 
next month. A >;c U e of this kind, made by w, after the virtual failure 
of Habhods visit to Berlin, will help towards the strengthening of the 
Am ., fit* bcocr still of the triangle. We won’t h.no :i meeting ol tin 
(hand Comm. A telegram Iron’ me to the Secretary of the moth- 
eaten League will he enough. 


Nl' o ,,Min . ;:j, l\ ii ( • ’<0 a lett* . fiom Ncmai'i, giving an account 
1 1 1 1 alilax’s vi*it. The n- ah ^ in to me to be . bsolutely nil. We did 
well not U* g ) to Brussels. 

i rom Pa» is, Prunas report". th e then* have been outrage.^ upon the 
,.,;c( of th* I tall 0 who fell at Slimy.' If J-’i meophile lu-.u 1 • sdll 
rxisl in Italy, 1 tJiink the publication of this peer ol news will be 
enoii; h *o enr. ilii-.m inr c ti. i 111 1 < I . \ ’lien, a ho has hr. ih« v 1 mrird 
;u b Iiciins, and he 1: at d with a v: leiu srarcrJy cmuputiblr with Ins 
i/t nt lc ( ham ter. \ ha ato uly sent c opjes ol the t< |x 1 1 ••» Del ( W(n\ 1 
. 1 j 1. 1 ' Should thro r.njrs < i .nt 1 o 1 tr, v% c sl.tll tie for tla > 01 lifts 

lo !a • fMlri.til'd. \no \.-* .hall send tie Idrur.h theirs. 

!\DV r.MiiU' ■»{ lie *’Lilli• t i - in | iui 'ple, in favour ol our 
quitting Geneva But * doioi’t want oiu* e lion to hr tieel up vuh 
the anti-f oninumi a Par t II prelVi/i that it should be explained by 

th o nr« r oguiiion . ,h» Linpiit About M.uu hc' ■ a they ar< oil 

v, avri uy in Berlin. J hr { 1 demo j.atir r n ol die WilheruMr 1M * 1 ‘ll 
ct/ (i. i , uiu 1 lower I m an irdloen* e ovr v tie J ohm 

‘ ] have « ie; 1. Ghigi le Minion,, fbi h o i .sion to Virnna. H '• r. 

11<*i \• 1 ’ WI 11 up iu "u situatiort anil aruHa 1 10 Oie. rath 1 1 If dm ned. 

1 * A)'-- .imloi I .i.ulini, 1*14 4|(l< l .|| (l;‘ I i klAlaill «>t I He r* yt * ’ ‘ 1 M1 \' V 1 

* fti.t/uy 9 pn he Mirnc IWmf, v.* il" o*er ol fierce heiii' e.- * n .l ,, b 1 m . tu which 
tin lullitu Scennrl Are.. C\»rj>» juiHutd heavy caMinhi* •. . . 

' 1 II t rt»U ' rneluc ol'llu As. iation *)» \hn ^ l/I ' ' ’ 1L * e. 4 lkb t 

«/Mlllti an \UM, hr>Kt.*e.» fll.r u-euil A> • »anei* ol r ' orviOAtcuiln, 
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defined the Iasi, of the Indian Minister at the BalJp! t/ as that of a 
d^Hot who has tu give oxygen to a dying man without the dying man * 
" not icing. In ease of doubt w«• ate more interested in the heir than 
i" the dying man. 

\ o v embkk ^5. We have decided for ar. attack on France apropos 
< J CampinchiV speed j. 1 am not altogether certain of ihr authenticity 
ft the text, but tin* Dure wants to fire away. As a spare cartridge, he 
has m reserve: the outrages upon the Jiliguy grave 

I he Ducc l>jiriks of leaving Geneva on December 18, with a Grand 
(loaned for the occasion. Not earlier, in order not to give offence to 
Stoyadinovich on the c'\* of his visit to Italy. 

Meanwhile Berlin informs us that for the present they do not mean 
to pioceed to the recognition of Manchukuo, though they leave us 
lihei t of action. We shall recognize. In a few days—not to-dny, 111 
order not to spoil tin* German-Japanese, anniversary- We have the 
additional motive of having to do something in return for tht recogni¬ 
tion of our Empire. 

Aiifuso has gone to Vienna. Ib i» taking liuselmigg a G/.cclt 
document containing serious ptaunuents of Horn hostel 11 (Schmidt?) 
a ;. Mist the Axi. and in favour of the western demonaric. T .have 
t;r.en the Chancellor m> opinion that it n; a dangerous game. I haw 
‘duo sem a copy of the document to Goring. 

NoviiMHLu *-*b The Du c has read in a British inlen pt that 
l‘u 1 Hi is spiending poisonous 1 uinnuus aga vu aut.in hy. f ban warned 
him about Virclh unrej utin political «ol« air Now f am proved right 
A1 die i hu r s request ? r.uico j- giving ns o* v">o n tr. ol slee I. \ 
g<.ul thing, because meanv till* juimIu- dor . m i»<* jm « d.*d up by 11\a. 4 
Besides, u is ’derv r pi l.e u •■('r * 1 sincerity <•! |war»ei*N funnimentj 
towards uv Many people n Uginniie to have <1 mbi.v i, honestly, 
have n-me I dv , ! \>. w., !< vc onfedera! doubly ol the h m«.v. / of 

■f.i.ing um: 6 and n ■ <c ' • »l the j « , y Mmistiv. Ihc) t >o belong n? 

internal j ? • dipl < u tc v 

1 h»ii.er ... li noui of Ok ins, g p ) i( p uie.se J'aibac»y, ’ lotto (old me 
ih.u , 1114 c iiidu ar Brussels '• ficfinibly convniceil t\*!>yo < f ou 
Himciiiy oid lliat con a jucut )y 1* hi I - 1 , ..siblc to .a.u 1 talking about 
u p rtf f p„ mili* " consultation again. I g ive him to understand that 
vv p| IV( - ( m/- Mali 1 , hakim. Japanese iniliMry men ar*- Ian iti ;dly 

' J^o- 1 bill 111. TD Mditan Attache was ulkine la.jt night about war 
•1 11 r,vnp;...:i>«, 1 1 f,IV -y 

* lit. A’ i-O uiatem I'**'*' hiivctn t»'inuny i*u<l J i t .in, was »r{iird 01* 

tnr « l tV foliticul I Vp.iti'iv in »>l d\r .\uMd4i1 


, < 1 , Dir* 


Noe 4 lulyr vj, 11 f th. 

** IV tar If ol 
tihrtnvcltfciy. 

* 11\ a, tli<- ,uoil impni 1 H ( ■ 

1 mol of the Spmi.h Natioimliu )rj 


• illi.iliriii • . 


I 


i! lurtuif/ 
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with England. As he lives in Via Addis Ababa, he said that hr in 
hoping to move, soon to Via Tunis and Via Cairo and, in Tokyo, to Via 
Singapore. The Naval Attache asks us not to deliver to the U.S.S.R. 
the very swift cruiser now being built by Orlando. 1 The Japanese 
would be prepared to buy it. They arc afraid of its speed, if it is 
sent to Vladivostok. 


November 27. The defenestration of Schacht ’ is excellent- the 
thon .ugh nazilic.ition of the government is beginning. Rot us hope lie 
wdi soon be followed by some more. 

Saw Girii, Marziali L Felicioni, 1 BaroniA 

To-ciay again we have found in a British intercept evidence of the 
gloomy \ renouncements Guarneri is making about the financial uituu- 
don, r I!ic Ducc told me that he is keeping an eve on him be. ause of 
tf< Red« ration of Industry circles to which lie belongs. I mentioned 
to 1 he Oner my conversation with Guarneri of a lew days ago. ! conic;.* 
that I am quite calm about the ituation. But even if I were not I 
would become so by my contact with Mussolini s imp*»turbablc 
cm 1 i) . He has always L* en right. And this dnie, into the bargain, 
he is solicited itll the conqueror; on every front: Spain, China, 
Africa. ... It a very c\v day:., perhaps <>n N (onday, we shall recognize 
Manehukiin. \ policy of realism. And even as regards the Chinese i( 
is die best moment io taC tl.i, : icp. They . e in su« i distress that they 
won't be able to n art. Besides, if the wai coniinuos, China will .soon 
1 (vise t >( vi A. It was f • a 1 enough lo r<duct operations from Nan*.inn 

• ti .1 ( dnin king, with the country in\ aded, with no e«m rminic.itiom 
and no rm mir, it \ ill be impossible. I here are many indie it ions that 
die break-up of China is m hand. To avoid it, they ought to make 
p(. r- on any condition. 

i\'ovi MMER : < . YVe rcc' gni/.e Mam hukuo to-morrn . . I informed 
Motla ii.oday and he was v y picked. W are ga mug ground. 
v\ iK‘iin . :ni; imrn i.iinly - r cat dim ion worn 1 k'vr» people .m ay. the 
Riyal and hrlpd.l policy we are canning * ni cement our frierui .lups 
Our ( 'aidiict m B?user’s won 1 he day wiLh Japan. I o*nua *'«•»' »‘Ur<»Lf 
v\ ill la ano!hi 1* i.’f O \.. 

Suwlav at tin sra with la'da. l'ur the first time the child; «•!: ate ai 
table with 11.1. I h.i f vn \ much g, v one tin feeling ol a lamily. For 
that re’ son I like it 

Tin Ducc > js aUlh >ri/w! die to give dir J.ipa *sr < ropy > tl.< plan. 

1 prlitmln, >1 liiii »l .MipbuilU* < .. 

* i )i i 1 ,i ( 1 'Vi 1 S( !».»< ' a, I’l 1 t|. k . <»f tilt IU i' ' . >Hik . I ' 11 1 Tlgllcfl flOt j tla 

I ( I Ol Mi ll Mi l Ilf I ' • .Tr.it • 

A t rio 1 . nnui ]>, • tin:* \.mi /kill, Pn ft 11 ■ * . eg • . 

- 4tli»' ! cliriiini. Pi t , \ a oi i f*«- . . •' >. u t-r.;' •• ’ ’ 

(Hiitlo Mr. '*ii. 1 joMi 
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Singapore which Perego 1 sent. We must present the gilt gmriomb , 
•is a proof that we are now actively co-operating. 


November 29 . I sent for Blonclel to show him a disgraceful cartoon 
in Av\ i'lcou'cs. After explaining that T was speaking in a purely pc-sonal 
capacity, I toid him that insulting the sacred person of the Duc c wai 
not the way to re-establish good relations between our countries. 

Opening of the Chamber. A great welcome for Papa, who seemed 
in pretty good foim, though rather pale and much aged. Nt entlui- 
si,’ an in the Chamber for the recent ministerial nominations. 

1 told the Duct* about Anfuso’s conversation with Schuschnigg. The. 
Chancellor admitted the authenticity of the words used by I Iornlv • a I. 
but defended him so far a Italy is concerned—he talks against the Axis 
because he i ; mili-Nad. 1 he (Ihaucellor was very impressed by the 
d< * uvrne . of our intelligence service He asked ifwc spent enormous 
Mun i. Oji the < ■outran, wo spend very little, but we have in Lmanuclc 
a most valuable man. 


Nr ?''ember 30. Conversation with the Chinese- Ambassador. He 
wanted explanations about th n-cognitx n of Manchukuo. He was 
Miaul that a step of this kind might make it diflicuit lor us 10 rnedi itc 
tn t)i<* conll'.et. 1 said that 011 the ontrary it should make it easier. In 
order to make praei, China will have to recognize Manchukuo. Italy'* 
.*< lion J» 1 i m.ide 1 hi easier for her. 

talked to the tYde about the general situation. He asked his usti •! 
unintelligent <jre- tionw 
Nothing, else. 


I>| f M 1 ’ k 1. I h< Drue ha :401a oil 1 Ik? deep end with the 

Min ary of Poptila (dilute for -andin.; the Jilm h o w* 

ijgypt. It WJ-. an idiotic dung to do. It \v« ha e a pin Arab policy, 
what i (he* point of. living up 10 the l.gyplians the spn fade ol Arab 
being dentil'* il!\ iruewei d by on*. troops;’ 

| ,, aV( the ’ ip * 1 1 • Military An t he the j Ians of Singapore, i l, 
was 1 e th impressed by this gestne. We must actively woik **u th*’ 
j a p., ,, v . ucral Si lif, m order to aiiivc at ne military agi* enii*nt 
a'h' I* .done can decide the issue with Kngktnd. Kngland i- evidently 
UOl • i. \ 1 niiti' )Vrcy Loraum. 'tol i a diplomat in Isiambul tliat, w! n 

I r , 1 Jf) ! j. ( r ,• > Iy ? > 1 " will d< ; »l o > U ’ and smash "Duie 1 le j*, 

t'X.ug *t .line. And it isn’t aUo :t‘lh« i urcrssaiy lor us »■> wait lor li t 
. 1. ui perfr t v -idincs^. ai>"'i' ..mdi) am in any a-<-a 1 ll< , - pli, .,1 
|Y. I,Ih( arms will be ready, bui what ahoul *lu- men:' 

|) f , vi- Nothing )■ rtiailarlv important. 

' ' MIii'iki Italiun 

3 »Sir J'ntv Lorn I nr, Hritisii At 
Aidin.iHurii i» Im B iin: *t» Mny ifl.jd* 


\iv x: .mlew > i Ank in. Si»r<«rtlnl Lord Perth 
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At dinner the Duec told stories about hi" youth with great /«-st. II.- 
said the- his lather was fond cl'liis debts and, even when he was aide 


to liqa [.lie them, he kept them, at least in part, on principle, 'IV 
r.,liter’s last debt n. paid by the Ducc two day- ago. 

When die I) ice starts to talk, he is delightful. 1 know nobody who 
tucs such rit.ir and onyina.l metaphors. 

f hive Grandi instructions to protest about some anti-Italian remarks 
( ,f Sir Percy f online. He will have to see < hamberlain in person. 






I'iku.mukt. Conversation with Boechini. Nothing new 1 Jo is 
liiisv pirpaiiii'f lor the visit oi Stoyadinovich. 1 here . 1 . a danger of a 
Croat outran i ait the man has now been identified arid will be arrested. 

I will tell the Yugoslav Ministci about this at the end of the visit 

Concern lion with the Duke >( Aosta. Me is very t.onsetou of the 
weight of hi r< poru ibilities^ which is a good sigp. But he still seems to 
rne rather bewildered. He is a sympathetic man, and ' w. ;h him wiccrs;i 
with ill my heart. 

The Jt , . an ilending me with insulting anonymous letters, accusing 
me of hiving promts' d Hiller h> peisrcute them. It is no * tine. 1 he , 
Germans hnvc nev .* mentioned this subject to u Not dr. I 1 la ve 
ilia' we ought to unleash an :mti-Scmirie nmp.iign in Italy. H> 
prohlr n do* mi l r: i t here. Then* air not mans Jews and, with s. me 
rxeeptiom. there is no harm in than. And then the Jews should never 
!-■ p. --da; f< \ That produces solidaiii arno.i Jen ; all ov « t 

tia v.orkl. J lu o' ire > » tti uiv othei pu texts for a- u 1 hr, them, but, 
f u peat, the problem docun c . • lien-. A id prrliap* in small doset 
Jr\ .• ,M I - r.arv to society, jil t leaver, urn ary to bn* *d. 


| i t v ,ii. .j. ‘Hie Dir e i:ifi> 11 a u: 1 n V ot bis mrbi >m about the 
i,,‘\v bun !in / prn K ,amine, lor the Navy. 1 .mi delighted. I have written 
m m own hand l> (*orinr. r , who nee January has been insisting on 
tin- construction "1 the tv«» new -t miners. 

\ very intnrsting conversation betw»rn Grandi and hde.it. I < ' 1 vc 
that really, pani ilui ly dure die J ripat die.P;u « London want**, m« umr 
to an undo .c.o linn . nh Berlin and is piepan d i ven lot • eat * diei 
\i.d | ran-a ’ in at.; • ase, m . ' w d y wed .,11 d ha ottrlvudiani yu t 
Geneva. Anil a:, i he lollin 't i |»U :df.'< d lo announce that ( ei inm loes 
pot intend ti- return to the la ague, the British attempt <,f negohal =.mu 
ij ( .Mi _ it, mad' any header ■ Vh iaa a . we • «' < ,mCl 1 1 nav< ‘ 

wit Gnmdi iir > ntOJous lainiL • km ho e ol la uttim* ‘ other i. oin- ^ 
pa n agrei ment ith rceogui on <1 die hinpii* , ( 11 \vait. 

|‘ij<; I'ope h fiven me. tin* Pc.ua Gr tnd l !i• 1 ' 11 t' 1TU * 

.1 vuv /ilienionaie lei. IT, aid 1 re,Ted with • «l ua! <vMnutk 


1 Mfjndjtltor t ilUwipffi !V. nfdn, <HU »rt 
•,i i* *i i i 11flitod ft l»*vv itay.i Ilia 1 . 





iM» for I a ir.M i hiieii y /Minim H< 




». *. ri> !j)^7 

ci MUi-.u 5. Neurnth’s meeting witli Delbos at thr station in 
Merlin is now seen in its true proportions as a purely ibrnnl gesture, 
i lie preparations tor Stoyad'novich's visit are complete. Me arrives 

• u ).ro : 'night. I shall be at the station with the Dure. I have taken 
pains about even the smallest details of the visit. I his man has shown 
himstaf a genuine friend, and ) want him to have an exceptional 
'.elcome. hi die first place because I regard the Belgrade Pact 1 as 
tuiuJamental for our policy. Tiv alliance with the Slavs allows a to 
vh "v w.m calmness the possibility of the Anschluss. Alter die signature 
the King 1 ill UK. that he considered the: action to be the most impor¬ 
tant effected by he regime. And then 1 have a personal liking tor 
Stoyadino-ich. Strong, sanguine, with a resounding laugh and a 
vigor >us handshake, he is a man who inspires coniklctvo. He has 
Confidence in himself and he is right . Ol the politicians I have met so 
far in ury European peregrinations he is the o ie who interests me most. 
1 ’hc French : nd English Find it hard to .- .allow this \hv l ron an 
intercept* d telephone conversation between the British Press Attache 
and a journalist i 1 appears that the. Biitisii Embassy is spieading a 
rum in that we mean to tie uj> Sioyadinuvich more c I >sel) than ».»er 
wrh 1 . !., exploiting his weakness lor pretty women, 1 l»nv is ,u> 

• h nci l oi i.rutti in (his. The Date laughed win n told him dut, 

) ,r vi f i the olhcial receptions, ] li s ’ laid on a lew dances witli the 
pretdea worm n in Koman society. 

1 in loaned . lotta I our new nav;d pu gramme nd hinted vuguels 
it mit* lc ivirr. U» neva. F is 1 > happrn on Saturday 1 id* 

I c.i-Min. • b. Wi lave, v \ i 1 1 1 S.’s v: it IF* had a conversation 
. till m<* arid aflerv.rmK w*'h h« L>.t«< At last In* wn vet • f, mh » 
jgissed. 1 tu n he r* l.ixi d and talked vah his us id open h ankiu n s. 1 ’a 
meeting between 1 he t\. > me » \* • nt well. i hey havi triad'* re d » out.a 1. 

; \ ,i ... cor. id* d the Vreivh nadonali .<s tor tin 
yes lei 1 1>. I he Huce approves of 
the frontier 

• v‘,ii continues. Second 1onvination with ihc 
ol b» th < <>nvci;.ation;u Ml well. 
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(iist time at Turin 
the sett in;; up oi arms depots it 


f! 


l)i 'iKMUi n 7 
Due/ Minutes made 

j )i( t M ltr .i<b \ it 10 the a o' ill tb P nt ine M a*''.ilieM.- Sto> dE 
„„ ,, 1 , r|,i,v nv r anil il’< - 'I'ir" "I’ll'C-thinr;. Hr itjrin. ; 

,| , ,.| ,1;, t..u*r»hip. He ha- alien up t!i<- N..«wn salute and 

w. .un In , , k„’>k with tin J« all., r lining outsatr became it i: ‘more 
Ifililatry'. 

. T|... K l.rrml, IV, , « jxJiu.al '' r . .. "->? :,,ul VuftvJavla. w«. 

I h, i iinto mu! Stoyumnov 
.»; * i he nt*. i,jv i it) lla m. 1 ' 

’ ( fix 11 hot /''he > 


r cin/l 

un March*;;, Ujj ; 
1 ivnitiuc Marshal, 
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Decembi r 9. Visit to Milan. The working masses, who are intelli¬ 
gent, appreciate ihe significance of the event, and gave the visitor a 
very warm welcome. J too was given an affectionate welcome, it is 
a good plan to end a foreigner’s visit at Milan. He has a chance of 
arcing the city’s ardent, creative rhythm. And then contac t with (he 
workers makes him realize that the rdgime has really permeated the 
masses and destroyed the Marxist stronghold*. It made a particularly 
deep impression on the Yugoslav journalists, especially those ol the 
opposition. 

Parenti 1 is do g good work. He is a comrade made alter the image 
and likeness of Starace, and for that reason admiiabK ioi tin present 
phase of the Party. The Podesta is a fool who v ill have to be; liquidated 
a* voon as possible. 

Di u.MULR 10 . Depaiuuc ol Stoyadinovich. 1 he net rciub.s < t his 
trip are go *d. Tt ended this morning with a visit to the local fascist 
headquarter? and the laying of a wreath 'in honour ol the maityi:» ol 
the Fascist 1,evolution’. Not bad lor a Yugoslav P.iime Minister! S, 

. ill go back to build up his parly on the basis of a dictatorship. He lnu 
four years before the King coiir s of age. But even iftei the 1 h f ‘ vKll 
continue to exercise control in conjunction with Paul. 0 He lik'd die 
Mussolinian formula ‘force and consent King \le.\ander only had 
foe c. S. want to make Ium dictatorship popular. No .in ; new 1 »h 
been pm on paper. But there is now much mote between the two 
tonnu a than tb. Bel i ade Pact. I he comci ation.> of the last ' v. 
d 1 y‘i hav* *vcn laid tie* foundabuc of a possible alliance. An allium- 
which n ‘.‘lit J.e rdim d in various dirct ! " tin. Possibly nmllm.uds even, 
one day. In the afternoon there was a shooting, party at the O' ghs . ’ 
Back to Rome in the evening.. 

Dj'C.i-.vnr k 11 . Repot ted to the Ducc on the vi>a t to Milan. He was 
pleased and abend' spariding in anticipation < i 1 hr foaud Council 
tu-night. 1 have communicated our decision to tie Hetman tMimge 
cF\llaiies and o-u (’mb; m Tokyo. Bui the news was a!r< .My 
expected in p< dil i< al and jotlj uali li* c:itries, Then da i - en I* y<.n’< . 
From 1 o d»« f’.hiH n.M 1 > the <. are <n »hc redd 
.n in illy !j «vi- proofs igain 1 the* euipi it, who is, hov e “r, not a membra 
of the aclminisfi ation. 1 shrill find . mt 'hi- name i» - oni IMerluni. 

Ca mil ( : uieil. LaM» u iv.;> minim . d h»* Dime ; aid T.n ihe ergu- 
mrnts in favou? "I having Or-nr -arc universally known. I betecoubl 


iu 1 be a mure L«\ maldc m- uuni dum the r .« ent, 


it «-nly because of 


Japan’; (rushing victory 1 do opn r d the del ale bn tie ptopo.tiqj 

1 Riii f 1 "•fill, / V (> '(tie of Mihifi . 

»Prinre fun), Rcge.rYujrr«lnvi«. Bi >ihrr «>t Mew* M-h 

in uojpj)* . 

• Tltf Crcaui brut Jim urn gromlluia b . ' «M iiub• -tri** n, 
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proval by icclamation. I rose first, then Farinacci, Crandi, and 
Buffnrini. Then all the rest. The Duce spoke from the Palazzo Ycncv.ia. 

I w;; expecting a stronger speech. On the contrary, it was very mea¬ 
sured and prudent throughout. As always, the. Duce is right. 


December 12. There is something like jov in the world over our 
decision of yesterday. Such desperately alarming rumours had been 
spread that many people regard our departure from Geneva as a 
simple administrative measure. 

Talk v ith Crandi. I tried to cliccr him up, as he was rather worried. 
1 lr sees no hope of an undeisanding with London. 1 told him that «.n 
the contrary I am just as optimistic about one as I was befoir and that 
in any case our situation allows us to contemplate even th,- possibility 
' ■' a e-lash with perfect serenity. Naturally 1 too prefer au agreement 
w ith London. Though I fully agree with the Duce that on ihe hiaoricul 
plane a eonllict between Italy and Cheat Britain is im\itablr 


I) : oEMBi R 13. 1 \ras cheered by die Senate when I entered the 
Chamber! 

C< *n\creation 1 ith the Polish Ambassador (Minute e .de about the 
visit oi Dclbcr, if) Warsaw, lr was a failure. 

Hoechini p.l. me in the picture of the Lnt vly 1 plot to prevent our 
leaviii. \ \ sfupid, f *\v farce, which will bib" one >r two 

people .«,) before the rp* ill Tribunal lor the Define (.flue State. 

I hope nobod) eonneeted with the administration v. ill be indirectly 
* mipiunii"<L 

Rrerived Rfldrr . 3 f U i ihe be 1 of the Hituganam I informed him 
of <ail con\ cr itioi ' v, u h Stovnd; lovieh. lie 1 un pleased about die 
spiii between Y > .oslavia and ihe n(hci t.vosfaf , «»f the I ittlr lamim . 
If Hungary wants a victory sh should concent! fur hors against 
(..*< L h, :f ' akin ceu to a 1 borough und-rstandiu ’ wiih Belgrade, and 
find a ‘hi o . ml' with Hucharc 1. 1 1 Jlucl 10 him on these lines, ami 
hr ( iiTssed agreement. 

J) r (. r. a 1 »:r 1 1. 1 rri'afumed t<>ihe Due* that ITdbo had Hacked 

dir Kofi,r jlerlin V is it the Gulonuask Reliable informal ion- -re- 
pmi. u , >y cTAjeta.’* who \va. ; re * nt. I !w: Chief was veiy indignant, 
t • , f ,, he . id ; 11 'i 1 * pos of Hal bo* 1 Won t puai in r the iulmr of th , ( 
nirin.’ 

()i!i, iu : -* not hire’ r * v * 

In kmi'RR i r >. f “Uncil oi Miuist. is Ibr the approval of tfh'budy g 
I «m-ivcd B.ilbo an< ! asked him whether it i:; tin. that J,*- i- <>i>i I 

1 (, ,, , , n ,, ( .| v Italianj"»i i:\lisi. r. ■ n. *.«>»*•- • I.'lilies visi I' Icpicis 

'Vt*ajcy. 

J '.mm i'll Willi.l.n I- - l< 1, llunjMrinn U * W a. 

' Ma > ill'.'.ro e • 1 •. ()’ \|i It, "'I'- <>l < -i: ■ .1*' . 1 irs 


I Ufmtfy 
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lo the pulirv of the Axis. Reluctantly he confirmed in all essentials that 
i< is He '.ays that he doesn’t trust the Germans. That one day they 
will lei ns down. That they may well turn against us. Altogether he 
said a lot ol commonplace mings. He dot s tins front a spirit of /nW,. 
Uut lm mok oflenc-c when 1 told him he is the Prince de Crude. He 
didn’t know who he vv . A poor intellect, large ambitions, completely 
achcrous, capable of anything- that is IWbo. We. must kci e an 

cyt* on hitn. , . . . . 

I 1 ,-atnt from Delia di Bagno 1 that B.dbn he. advised certain people 

nut to y , to Abyssinia because of the ‘conditions of grave insecurity m 
ihe c ountry’. 

Olhcnvisc nothing m 


<SL 


Dp.ce MiiER if,. The Japanese Ambassador « ^pressed his regrets tor 
the death of Sandri. 2 I tdA note of th< fa, but made no pm, .,. 1 
cut so far as to say that 1 con. idci such incidents normal it tlv rame- 


\t(*m uu m.« a) mat • s-wi,. *.. -. . , . 

v.-,,rk ol a full-scale war. If the Americans don t want bombs, they 
must I*et 0111. Ilf w;r surprised and touched by this aU’tm c o •> fs. 

ft ... . . i a • f a. f n .1 ..Mini, ! n:c 


t will be arrested to-day. An S.l M 3 document has .bo 


>y 


hrou in to light overt ms 1 made to the hnj;lt o I uiha sy A • » 1 . 
H.eili.uun'G. i’mplicalo! too. I don't h<-iu:\ e t II: is an ass. ml '’ml. 
He may how-vrr, have talked out -I'naivety. At tin root ol mam 
actio. . ’,ou find slupiditv atlier than had i. tth. 

[ mean to ask for Guido Schmidt's scalp. He has talked to me 
| .,„ ; li.:|, about the intercepts . hicli 1 brought to the noli eol < "anccllot 
,S 4 .uisrhuivg. This, n Uiirall., transpires Irom number tm-i-.ept. 

! mid the Li ypti , Mmi'Ua' n„t to in -si about the-pms, r , -I the 
r.'.optic Chi rn.lt. Hi'it i " lamp.wgn vvm.’l aim our drnsnjf- 
will only have tin: efleU ol wmsening relations between «-»c '.so 
countries. Ami, parliculaily h'r them, good relation me desm>b '• 

Dim MUIR ty. 1 •- ,k Viola" lose, the. Dure. Tia bmay •' th-1 
, 1(1 nrndtt, > ,111V n f W !• tilts, exccptlla . uitirmatK,.. ol the wit '<*, a 
ot t he \,,luiil, . 1 ' I arm'" . ' 5 , wh, Her h.ulc )» " v ' 1 ' ' 

Viol I is I. an ml aboil tlv: sit'iatii'ci time's ".at twu, . ... 

| (1 t l u, ns an.’ Ilia! mim-edits II be >vp m! \ ■ ■ ' 1"“' ' 

eo onghs, ,fth.r,tojo«n the Irparuc Pact, 

Ly ,,00.1-1,ye < I. nev„ and m tkc a really solid |„ t wt.h „ . tontar.,,. 
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/an Zr .and 1 cainc to see me. He is in Rome for the preparation of 
his economic report. I wouldn't dislike him in didn’t remember that 
• ch;ne\ a lie wanted to go as far as total sanctions. He expounded his 
idea; »or the recovery of international trade, f replied that our re on - 
mir policy had iollowed that of other countries. Beginning with the* 
j.o- called democracies. Now other considerations, and our recent 
experience*’, impel us to follow the path of autarky to the end. 
Sanctions mean something in oar nation.*! life. History may be too 
far off to be master of our lives, 1 at personal experience is bound to 
iuilueflce us. 

D f '\v wn i, n i ft. Birth of Marzim 2 

1 »«*](! the Ozcch Minister thc.t. oui relations with his cou litre depend 
on those ben n Prague end Berlin and Prague and Budapea. \\ r c 
ourselves have nothing cither for *»r against the C/.cchs We are not 
inter eti except indirectly. But I want to give them a piece of ad- ice: 
not to Hunt in collective security md not to rely on geographically 
di.mnt friend*hipt he Minister reminded me ol iny predictiem* about 
Chir a and drew i parallel. 

A conversation of min' • importance with Bcigci u and Villain, 1 in 
prcjMialien f«*i tli«• meeting Budapest, which is it elf *»f little imp <>•*• 
tain. r. L he* T unie i J i xols have been supci >edcd, I saal ihat 1 rhi old 
be glad it S< h” < hnigg ere there. I ! at is to b.iv> 1 d"U t want Si Inna .1. 

The rcon< mir agreement with (»\ < many is ;;r ned \ foupl. negotia- 
11• die i / i mail In' caui i \ in oil pm ting spokes m tl v In ch 
Uossel h:v; thrown up the .p "r, 1‘nhaps Jh is aln *dy aware of 
d • torpedo coming hi w.iy. I? o fells m r di t flu- nn . . ot Am 
h , . • ... I <»•’.; \ill «cm' lira-. I don't know him. 

*pf have uied i • find . jioliticnl and prophet it 

But 


Dr ( !. Mr KP I VI. 


p, 


ar. 


significance in if choice of the »k me Alar- *», as sugee.ving 

rea lv think th two sides /111 Wttit l«*i .* solution ft>! M many 

years mm*, will inki l"f \J>. i • f<» ar rive a* nnliU) y ai;<* J 1 ^oirotimcH 

wom.lt v In hr i>r’t up f*> c. to force the po.j< and put a match to 
tie* f rrn I mu .elves. 1 have had telegram - ufyvod wishes from I Title , 
>7 Stoyaihnov : », Cod />**h\ Daranyi,* K«»tia° (Albania), 
B|IU 1 ,,i! , . ,j Vs- importance: And, in the Royal l.omlv, horn the 

P, in., m Pi, d jiont 'i jsl friendly, , the Om. n flu* princes 4 '*;, and the 

Duke • ' Aosta. 

« p jIU | . , , y t , ,.j j;, ,,'c-r H< I .*. i. frime Minion. II* )m i him htvilnl I . i>«, 
V. i id * Aiu .1 In ndt Vrovn ic r 
it* iai-ni.\h.innl irucj»‘ 

* I', .n Klcnrgff. A'Mtrlim Minin.-, i t K»nw. 

I 'I iliTlrk \ ilium, I lull,. . Ii M •;!«' t '« V 
‘ Not muni lhnnnyi, I'uiu null' J’liiw i' "Hlci. I'VI 1, 
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(HANG’S I I A l< Y 

Filippo 1 is to go to Spain to carry out an inquiry 
mr ollkcrs, who are said to he speculating in currency 
and collecting valuable objects. The Italians have acquired the militar y 
spirit, but how much longer ' it going to take to give them a sense of 
national dignity? 

Mussolini was furious about the failure ol the Italian Exhibition m 
Berlin. He said that lie hadn’t wanted it. It had taken place neverthe¬ 
less and it had been a failure. This is the epitaph 1 want on my tomb,’ 
he said. ‘Here lies one of the most intelligent animals who ever 
appeared on the face of tit. earth.’ The Dttce is proud of his instin. t, 
wIik h he considers, as it has indeed shown itself to be, infallible. 

V)kc t..n. r r 20. The news from Spain is not good. 1 he Gu ulalajat a 
offensive is put off indefinitely because ol the spiritual vacillation; ol 
Franco’s commanders and the preventive odensive ol the Reds at 
iimel. Out p nerals are reties,, quite rightlv. 1 ' ; »tco has »»<> uI,- a 
of synthesis in wnt. His operations are those of a magnificent battalion 
commando-. His objective is always ground, never the enemy. And 
he doesn’t ri.dize that it is by the ce*s*. ruction of the enemy that you 
win a v. ir. Atiei that it is a simple enough matter to campy t< nitor; . 
B,:rli wants ... come her.: for c o:.ultatrms. !!«■ will propose the witli- 
dr-tw ,il of a large proportion ot tlu volunteers. Alter sixteen month:, 
,p.ui\ ol iIkiii ire lin'd. Wc must bear in mind that only an chic c an 
undei stand and lied the o'mr, of an ideological war. fought lar from 
home, without direct ot immediate profits. 

Saw von Hassel in the evening. A conversation to pick, up the 
: i, : udsaAei h lyisitlt h.-rim. U the end he said that his (Jovermncnt 
in prepatmg to withdraw him l>< 'Viiy ‘tin Italians an. m . -l of him . 
He had made a similar announcement .estoday to the ,n " r ’ who 
replied that he knew nothing about it. I did the same. Suit it van 

dillinili vini.itw-i , and the scene was a flop. 

Man .mi’s laughter 1 r.unr to me to ask Ibi help lot h f, r.'■ 'I and irr 
hr! , In i t hey an reduced to living in a sluin Without nemey and 
without v. ark. H<• must have bn n a great n< niim, "sit 1 °‘ llv cm w turn 
■v!• it It. had '<■ to pi.• - s 


<SL 

into 



j> . , MMI . , .1 n.e I Jure lift, a lU !..i hrli I " .. ,llla '. 1 '" ' 1 " ,W 

' f 

to.nlilai'i.ni ' ■ ■ • run u .1 a ut '.util n,,|t '«• alia' 1 11,1 " 

A .a..lire '•! I ! am I'Scpaim;: a ' >' 1 ‘ or he 

ti , As ;o n as Spain is finished, I shall issue an announcement 

v. jiiili e ,11 I it < mine histori'. I n meiulier >t-s v-ou.i n in.' ■ a 


1 1 i)i|'|H> Aiil'i.to. 

* Ocftn * M.irt»mi tf.r.i^hit.T l»y i<i 

:ii’.. !<u fin '1 it !'ily i'< J7. 
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surprise attack on the Home Fleet 1 at Alexandria and Malta in August 
1933. He said to me then: ‘In one night the course of historv can be 
changed.’ However, he didn’t do it, because we had no precise 
inform,! lion about the efficiency of the English fleet and because our 
Navy put on the brakes. 

But ever since he has been meditating and maturing a plan of that 
kind. 


A double conversation, at the Palazzo Venezia and the Pulaz/o 
C*higi, witli Nakano, head of the Japanese Black Dragon. He was the 
bearer of a message from Prince Konoe 2 to the Duce. Various points 
were discu ed m the conversation with ihe Duce, but interest centred 
- >11 one question—relations with Fair land. Nakano is an extremist. He 
says that there ran never be friendship between the Japanese people 
and Great Britain, hi her struggle in ('hin.i, Japan se<: as her greatest 
obstaele the Jewish-British plutocracy, which wants to arrest the march 
of 1 lie young peoples. Mussolini hinted at the possibility of closer 
agreements. I had myself mentioned the subject to 'he Military 
Attach two daw. ago. I think we. shrill be able <0 arrive at a 
p <• f of consultation, which I regard as very valuable for our mutual 
in tore as. 

Received the Foreign 1 ess ;)ire< torate. 1 hey want to improve the 
information service. 


Dj:ci- much jj. Took Mizzi m sec the Pine. A very pcs • n 1 i • i« 
picture 01 Me situ nmn m Malm. The Brush policy of denationaliza¬ 
tion •> being im n itieil -t rue is against n . f arge'.»t alc Hritish military 
preprii.il »ns. Mi//i is lonviucrd that Great Britain is preparing In 
ha c her revenge in a second mimd as soon as pus.ihle. 

Leah,' Gh imbri lain ? sang a very diffi n ni time to me at. lunch. 
L mlcolanding. a* emr.nl, fiscnMi ip. 1 replied dun tor oui pan \\<- 
uv ready- -the most, complete agreement, without a shadow, and 
meant to 1 : 1 - OM i wi.se, bitter mil for favourable conditions id 
r ij HJl Meanwhile 1 den < speeches of y» slcrdav and ihe day irluv 
} hlVl . ll( ,f been \ • ry • inouiaguig from the point o: view of icopijiinL 
nCi ,,tiaii‘ Fhough I didn’t sav so, h is my opinion that vva b u | 
l.)' rter sharp n our s’ -*oi ds. l«u!v Chamberlain wears the. Fascist badge. 
1 am too much of a patriot to appreciate such a jy store lro»n in 
I’ngh hwoman w. »l*e pr(*sent uw.menl. 


’H m * f.‘j , , min li in l!'- ->i ‘’in (1. fn lari no in ii-, \ the 'I"! * Hrt:i ■.. 

-I •• NfMilc.'....,-,. •' <hi. lime, 11 nlrr».]y . I. ’> »«• lu.lia.i i>» , .l, n 

..I VAv.ini,. V. •• jr ■ 11 i- 1 ■ • i 11 I M. lm-ri'.ui'Nui ..I Horn «o Alexandi... 

toward* il.v end uf Nui’.mt. 

" 1*1 .,i. ■ ' immi. ! P 1 t' 1 ,'"' V"" 1 ' ... 

’ 1 '.I'M' '■ ii/,; I, Ir.ifl. I' i 1 ' r 11'll'lin N.l ' J'.il p.H'l\ HI ,\ ;lll;l . 

‘l.ariy . I.>, f'li.unl-iIji.i. xvidiw; W Sir Au.icti (..luii'tiLim, ,.| 

Nr Villi- ClMinOrrl.iiii ;i' - l< •m - 1 noign Si <' I-";- 
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0).r ), m n h r 23 . I got tough with the Greek Ministej We have had 
a copy nf the conversation between Eden and the King of Greece. 
After his visit t Rome he went to A mdon and incited the English to 
attack us. He spoke ill of me and called me, ironically, the super- 
Mel t< : n'eh. 'Hi. Greeks of the Dodecanese i ill pay for this. 

With the King io r the signing of paper. 5 *. He talked mostly about the 
various sovereigns who have v’ ited him during his long reign, describ¬ 
ing 'm livel\ word- several Oriental potentates who distinguished them¬ 
selves by their ludk w os behaviour. The Ting A a very interesting and 
agrrc.iblo eon «. nationalist. Occasionally ' - makes tie- mistake of 
going into too much detail—thi r lowers and deadens dir tone oi the 
conversation. 

The Dticc is anxious about Spain. Without over-est* mating the Red 
action ag.-inst Tern* !, he believe.,, rightly enough, that n ' * ’11 have the 
r<; *, , 1 fj ivin !A\i morale. He said that the Sp^iards, thanks to their 
At ah descent, don’t understand war on a large scale- -they have no 
id»*a < f ynllie ai. I make war a. individuals, m p* mis *>r ai most 
in ti ibes, 

l.oug conversation with three lcadi t . ot tb<- l .tlanyc. 1 hey don’t 

think tlu leiuel situation A vety imp< > ml. 1 lu*\ believe tJiat in a 

h v momh > the i< . "Iini m ir.av ciTiei, into complete victory. J1 v 
a r s/'istu hi as. \mi-Jh i i.,d. lb'-Mm! of recovering < *ibrah ar .n I 

.4 dial Ironi tlu dine of Philip ‘he Second awards all bj vin’s miset ch 
ha, i' iiad an l\ngi' h n • i• *i?i ?rh. T did not fail to encourage them v*n 
this wise path and warm . them o( lie- dungeons Anglomania ■! a few 
<\l . tngtM of liploma* y. flier know whom T mean and tlu . an 

k< < inn an eye on them. A amber one is San . mi/.. 
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I I ,* i!. (\rd!.» 1 eon • r-*d on with bi n . also been v mont 

• i.iiiifu aiu ( cu icsuli a I *• f eis cdm. He showed .i*e th miming 
the new pmgranme tor it a mam nt in tie m in June wc hall he 
buihiin , y»t» aircriiP a uuuitli and .< shall ’nave a I t "I 
ino 1 t igJitei• ur belt and arm. K -cry thing sogge.ls lb.»( the M 
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mow not lose our greatest advantage the 


1 hav math I >: gnnUi/ raise ith if elli the -ubjet t of Cardinal 
Verdin 1 pro * nmisi utdindt*. J in* ( I mch 1 too cijuivoc. ! ± 

a fj. cerium of it * .ntactJ with tie led. 1 ami a\ a rt be dilliuilt ,es 
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bludgeons on the backsides of the priests. He also ?nvi that for 
u, that is not difficult, as the* Italian people are not religious. They 
are merely superstitious. 


Anfuso is back Trom Vienna and has reported on his conversation 
with Schuschnigg. Schmehnigg tried to shield Schmidt, saying that he 
knew of Schmidt’s letter to Vansittart, 1 which did hot, however, betray 
Our secret service. He again affi; ins that Schmidt ir our friend and is 
trying to save Schmidt’s head. Hr will talk to me about it at Budapest. 
It bcems that ever since our denunciation Schmidt lias become neu/as- 
theuie. He can'i understand how wc have so many English do mments. 

Deckmuer 25. Not a peaceful Christmas. At the Duce’s orders 
T sent for the Japanese Ambassador and addressed him is follows: 
'Moderate your behaviour with Washington, be rougher towards 
Loudon. For two reasons. First, to separate London from America. 
Secondly, because, in the event of a conflict with the United State*, \vc 
could do nothing concrete lor you, while in c.ve of war with Or».*a: 
Uiituin v. pledge ourselves to give you the gmatest possible positive 
assi* i auce ’ The Ambassador, a cvuct * diplomat and therefore prud u, 
reserved, and God-fearing, was left a little distiubecl by thi: announce¬ 
ment. Ilf wa-: already at lunch when T sent for him, and .arrived 
smelling of tang* rim:. I Icar l must have disturbed hi:; digestion. 

1 have prepared a tel tv ram lor Auriti,* to keep him informed, bm 
I havenb dartd send it yet You never know with cipher. Wc are 
1 ading everything the English '••end -.u w t* believe that otllCi 
people .».*• less good at the .»!•.. than wc aic? Anyhow, 1 veil il they 
ai , «»nc d" uld always be on onc’t guard. Suetonius says you should 
I'tgard ' *uf 'pyonf'nt s\\ an elrph.iij, even it you know ver. w« 11 hr. 
i: only a flea. 


f)i ( km hi w 26. I was light not to *:end the telegram Fok\ o, or 
lather the G:\imu-sho,* has let u: dovvii. So h Berlin. Oonhory to 
( y rjanv e laid beer .given to understand, iiiiot' 1 has entrusted 
du* Ce!'nuu /id* a inessa * 1 >r diking Kai-shek, containing ternia of 

u ... \\\. onl. inf *rined tw* days later and tlie explanation given 

1. that our bad relations with China in.*!.r us unsuitable to act as 
peaomylv ; !■ n i* " 1 1 >ccauta* ».* on; loyalty to du Japanese that 

oui rH.ii.oils with C’anna « bad! I •••ut for llasscl an*I i lofU and told 
p rm that Wc: iuicnd 1o pai lii.ipau in the nr>.t plus* of the negotiations. 

I.j v j . y ( wa the intend of lil. : e . i nmeiit n* U. w • rdiouhi 

But M Let Loin he V as pleased at the contretemps ever time thtr « 
* sir K(t K cr , v,*»nittart (now bout Vaiwiiua), Pniimnn.t Uirb* ternary a! fhe 

* ; < iu-. , tin: |Fo.<ir;> 

4 Kola l luoui Jajui.MC b-Higl) \UiMWV. 
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Irirtion between m and Berlin, lie is delighted. Holla, who has been 
a witness of our undeviating and uncompromising pro-Japanese policy, 
was humiliated by what has happened. He even talked of resigning 
He will telegraph to his Government m strong terms. But in Tokyo 
too the Foreign Ministry is not up to the level of the times. Japan is 
making heroic history, and her diplomats arc carrying on petty 
chancery intrigues. 1 can imagine the Butis, Vitettis, 1 Cerrutis, cu:., 
of Japan trembling as ours were here at the time of the Abyssinian 
enterprise, and its they still arc every time Mussolini's hcroi. 
impetus overthrows one of the traditional positions ol professional 
diplomacy, 

1 have, aad the shiploads of arms being sent by Guarncri to China 
confiscated. 1 am against this sending arms—you can t si' on both 
sides of the fence, an I the damage done by certain things getting known 
is much more serious than the profit of gaining a lew millions. 


rci .nu j< 27. 1 have stopped the ships containing war material 
to China bv Ctarneri against rny ad t ice. You can’t sit on both 


Dec 

sold to China by Guurneri against my 
sides of the fence. The Japanese have got to know of it. 

Berti has arrived. He gave me a not very clear account ol tlw 
situation, from which, however, one thing emerges -he is anxious to 
liquidate the Corps of Voluntn c 1 Vn> p:. 1 say nothing of other reasons, 
but there is one wha h is certainly impressive—-we ■ an t gamble Italy's 
pi> dige on twenty battalions of infantry. He makes the usual poim, 
against the Spaniards--lack of unity in command, inadequate 
orciint t b ■ . no bite., nd no anxiety to finish the campaign. 

To-morrow we go to tin i)iic< together. The Ducc will hear what 
1 have to s iy and make a decision. 1 wonder, however, whether alter 
all the elforts we h ive made and the sacrifices we have endured we 
ought to withdraw just when the little check at Teruel has made 
Franco's star less bright than it was two months ago. Shun t wo take 
upon ourselve.'t the responsibility *'u a failure of the Whites, mil 
,,.>t new lw tri into the Rids and those who ere supplying aim •uppori- 
n:g them? And perhaps >.c the Spaniards themselves a chance ol 
liquidatin ’ too < hcuply tlm debt of gratitude -• hit h they leek and 
should fieri, to\ 1 n;ls us; 1 The Durr ill answer these questions to- 
mon w The problem merits the 11. >st can fill coiisideiaiion. Iw-iy 
<li < i ,ion has its unfavourable ; This Spanish business is I.mg anti 

liiirdt'riMOxnr. 

I )r t.i mu uw yd. t havcthoi d.tal • about yesurd ty’seonv. rs.it irm 
with Berti. I pel (fir it iprejsi ■! lliilt he is out >1 his o' i’t 1 l‘ doc n 1 
believe in tin- Spanish eraci prise, and lark offid'h u the I fetor m 
failure I talked to Pari.mi, who sh;u my 1,1 vlrv Hi t .0 

l.ruiiinrl. ■ Vitei Dii.Tior-f.rnn-al oft in Afbiir .a the I'o-rign Minim, 
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inks we can’t withdraw now. He believes we should replace Berti hv 
1 rusci.’ T reported my conversations to the Duce and expounded my 
opinion in favour of staying in Spain. To the arguments I noted 
yesterday I added that our voluntary withdrawal would encourage 
and confirm those who say that Italy is exhausted and can’t stand any 
further military efforts. That would be most serious—as regards both 
friends and enemies. 


hi the four-sided conversation (Ducc-Giano-Pariani-Bcrli) we heard 
once again Berths arguments for withdrawing our troops. The Duce 
opposed him. He agreed with me on all points. So we are to stay in 
Spain. Only the Duce will write a letter to Franco to impress upon 
him that time is a factor of the first importance for us and that we cannot 
continue to be tied up in a war which drags on for ever. He mud 
work for a peed' conclusion—a military conclusion, without relying 
to > much on an internal collapse of Red Spain. There will be another 
meeting of the lour of us at the Palazzo Venezia to-morn>w mornin * 
Received von f las el. I announced to him the confiscation ofan anti- 
German publication and at the same time asked for measures to be taken 
about a recently published book which is disrespectful towards ou army. 

As head of the Military Mission to Bolivia (hey have appointed'a 
colonel five foot, high and as round as a ball! It ma 1 . • me angry. 
Why' do soldiers fail t.» understand certain things? 


Dec r; m it \. k *29. Yesterday afternoon the Duce again summoned me* 
Parian!, and Berti to the Palazzo Venezia and gave Berti his written 
instructions lor Spain. I he chi« f points ate: our troops will stay in 
Spam until \ictory; they are not to be frittered away but used for 
deir i' c a don; unity of command is e. ntial. J ha r informed th 
Germans ol ad this and .asked them to make a common approach in 
Franco with u Af the Dtterd ordei > I sent for Berti to the Pal,1/70 
Gliig' and as{;rd him bluntly in the pivscncr of P tiiani whether hr 
waned too'nmnml the Volunteer Corps and le nl h into battle. After 
a lot of rii.ii t'-r he loudly said lie did. But afterwards he asked to sr( » 
rnc again and said that m a f 1 'night he will send a report on 1 basis 
of which v' 1 can decide lie dors not leally believe in llu* cause — 
personally 1 think he ought tn be replaced. 

The govern' lent crisis in Rmimania is good. Another country ^ 
moving in out dir*' ‘don. 1 he I reach system ol alliances ha* been 
blown to bits, Flint happened on the da. I igu. 1 the Help Mr Pact, 
i have dratted a pro-Roumanian Injomaiiotu and tr.lr- 

grapt c *d Sola" iasb uctiuns ft* a progressive uil+roihamnt. Ml this \r 
good ns ./gar ;■ the Hungarians 10* S'.ho have occasional poMhilish 
hackiil id i tigs, 

1 fioicia! Luigi lYus- i, an Italia m, maunder in Spain. 

Ugc Julian in hu. liairst. 
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Conversation with Giovanni Prrrziosi. 1 He wanted my support in 
organizing an anti-Semitic campaign, but I refused. I have no love 
for the Jews, but I sec no ease for action of this kind in Italy. At least 
rot for the present. 

Dtcev, [R ■->. Ji'.rti had been anxious to give Otttert for our Hoops 
t ,-. g 0 into reserve. The Spanish Command is, quite rightly, against 
this I have telegraphed to Frusci to do nothing until Herd arrives, 
which will be to-morrow evening. The Nationalist offensive on Tcruel 
In" begun and may lead up to the great battle. Is it really necessary 
to pull out at this moment? 

M'cesco, tie nee. Roumanian Foreign Minister, has sent me a very 
friendly tch gram. A cleai sign of his intentions. . 

Gcr vernation with Count Bethicn, 2 who is pissing through Rome. 
Energetic, incisive, a man used to command. YVe surveyed the 
European ;e< nr, pausing over the Danube and me a vans. c ,.as 
„t.<ious to know the Une state olour relations with London. He thinks 
, cace between Italy and England would ftcilitatc the solution of the 
... iblcm; of Central Europe. 1 told him c.-.’mly nd coldly '.hat , ir 
i„, utior.s are: peace, if possible; war, ifn'-rev. The Hungarian: 
v,. c ,.| ■ • vc.y sort of kindnt at our hands--rather wu.. Hie air ot 
t undos-ei ism u ol a decayed aristocrat- but lli y don’t fully nah/.c yet 
h,.w p e. 'ill w« ire and they have sentimental leanings towards 
Uitulon, pro.L-.vd by two powerful inlluenr.es: Jewishness and - 
bay. .1 told Bethien th." the democracies will give Hungary no- iing 
beyond fine words. 

l.) l (i,;,ni:i, ji. 'll- ' - - nStiain i»goihgwell. I telepho 

Parian- to ask wlicthct lic-l< e n’t think it w<-i dt vdnl: aimulaU'g H- < < > 
t-- mow up our divisions to die fr.-nt as well, 'll ordci to e-p 1 ,l< j 
,ur r. On- air. Hitt in the Bale irie Islands have been mnfoieed and 
havi ..i.lci'S to hull tons -f high explosive on the at-w bch.-. J lerm-t 
and .... Ill -‘o.i.l.ii e.ti. S, lower tin: morale o' 'he Ret'- 

] |)( J in t i L* -»il I'Kind. He asked ^ *-i. , . , r, a in iny H 1 * < 1 ^ 

strervih -.1 i •: Air Foiet Hming 'he year 3,00- machines according 

ti I-r jgr.uiiin pi a* 73 " 1 slla * -jC 1 Ai- ' 1 ‘ ’ 4 ' 

foglish don’t o me 10 IV us the ■ ty of that fam-..-: announcement of 

hi: mey not be lai off. 

t -ni.Ji- a prou .0 the Noewi- ■ -n Minister abo" 1 regKimsuU, 
l.vhiHKiiylotl.1 >yus. I ’ ^rioul, 

t 1 t lijpi 1 mi., iilitioii.d brawn »■ ' °'i tv.- 11 ‘ 7UVv 

Miiova. ,,1 Iy.vi. • \ r.'ito? <» ihr .«im-Semi uV r.'»vk" ?■'* 1 ttu 1 A Ir 

1,1 -’V ’.I fMvn f. !i«-r.!n.,lri-i' Muir. rini. I'nm-* ... 

• (j.Lf’ < .iu-' i if Vo Hr, lindcu-sctr. . iry ! .» A.. ,Jlf M w ' V!u *° 

jincl (.• if* »»J Ati S« ‘it. 
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about it and showed no interest. All he did wa^ to spit 
copiously. I was not tempted to prolong the conversation. He is an 
old man of seventy, who preserves traces of a quite remarkable stupidiry. 

A long conversation with Bigliardi. 1 He talked about the state ».»( 
mind ol the Navy—very calm and full of confidence in the Govern¬ 
ment’s policy. No anxiety at the thought of a clash with the English. 
On the contrary. . . . The new naval construction programme has been 
welcomed wit 1 ' joy in our wardrooms. It has got about that I am a 
supporter of thi:, new programme, and this has increased my popu¬ 
larity* which is, according to Bigliardi, very widespread in the Navy. 

1 Gamliiio Biglir rdi, f» senior naval officer. 
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THE ANSCHLUSS 

AND THE ANGLO ITALIAN AGREEMENT 

Capture < T<*rud—Arms for China —Air raids in Spain—Friction 
with tlu* Vatican-- Yon IJassel in disfavour- Cinno confers with die 
Itcinc Piotocols stales in Budapest (January 9-13) Tcruel retaken 
by the Red . - Subhas Chandra Bose - h ; ulio llari- The parmb* step 
Mussolini spurs on Franco -Nationalist oflr'iMvc inSpain- Grundi 
tall*:. k» Eden--S cIhjsc hnigg at L w hti.>gad.:n (Febiuary 12) - 
Bntenko Mu ulini o;» the Berchti e.aden Agicement—Italy arid 
Yugoslavia — Crumb ^ es Chimibeilinn 1 -dvn resins (l efjiuar> -m*) 

- Tcrud efakrn by the Nationalists •SchnsHmigg’* .speuh- Death 
of D’Annun/.io -Beck it) Rome Preliminary ronwHution with 
Perth-Advance in Spain--The Germans occupy Austria (Mm eh 
1/ -1 lie Dure audu ,,es the Chamh-i Negotiation, wdi Penh 
begin- Thom’us on Albania 1 he question of It d. in imaj . m 
L ibya - Gciman propaganda, u South Fyrel ~ l he League and the 
recognition ; the Jt-diiin Empire — A/p < ‘incut with England 
\Li: ulini receive.. Peril; 1 he Pact signed (April 16) The French 
pioposc niyiM ha lion:; More trouble in South Tyrol Capture ol 
Torte ~ i I< Jiflistiii in Rome Ciano in Firana lor the marring'' 

< )f Niie* Va v, \pnl *-• ^ «p lL »rt on Albania. 

Jam .rv ( . uvei v : ,|ic.n - ol I oh. ( ihambckim in the morning. 
She showed u ' 'i 1 tii rfn in (u r brothei in-I.-tw. Nothing new, .u p' 
ihc* old complaint•: abuiu M • anti-British pr- paghmla oi Radio Ban 
and tiir Itidi.Mi p • oid a r-ai’n matiofi of ; r ial gnodw H lor 
negotiations with ua. Wc jhall :c< . . . 

In J • ;dp'i rx e-u f talked to von Mussel, who informed me of various 
nc\v p.jijts <ii 1I1 n which bruutm nr 1 i. tn r an. • t. tlm 

t "hi a i Government '*n 1- hah'oi' Japan. It is r»\dty only a o»usti<n 0 f 
thud. ! took the opfiortunity of ;<d 1; 1 pu* von Jla^rl bi.d TYaut- 

rnum, »>. not hehavin •; w« i : L v aids our ollicials in (’him. Ho make* 
u point of o. .it.!inid,»of from tiw in. Id u'ei i!y lu h i-.u’t < , icd into 
til, spirit oil he .A xi". f am 1 1 surprised he L .1 career rhj ioruai, ol 
tn< ’ 1. u- bihti . ;u/' "“'I: ■ thai :»oter. i rrmcmlu-i wh.n unu'iii- 
N m he wa> tn 1932. and how upset he was in nj;vj whm Hulcr got 
into power. 

JuNi , mkimctii- u.-night I was U.C un«*d by Mi V ! ..no at homo of 
tli- ;>tuu . „| Trrucl. Tt'f. year couldn’t luc • a Idler iic^iiming. 

I J w. ,J:.I U 111 'm;uir». Ucmi'i Amh.audor to China 
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isci’* telegrams -.peak of a disorderly flight of the Reds. It is my 
impression that, if we go all out, we can win a big success and possibly 
reach the sea. That would mean the end of the war. But will the 
necessary drive be forthcoming? 

Valle bombed Barcelona yesterday, having taken off from Monte 
Olio . 1 The flight lasted six hours. Why didn't he tell me? He lias 
promised he will next time. 

J n 17ar y 2. F had a conversation with Host \ enturi- yesterday, to 
deride the fate, of the Ischia , which has on board a cargo of armoured 
cars lor the Chinese and is bound for Hong Kong. As^lor technical 
reasons the ship can’t be diverted, we had already informed the 
Japanese of her position and speed, so hat they could intercept her. 
Bui they didn't want to do this for fear of international incidents, fhey 
have left us free to deliver the cargo. Bui the Duce, who intends to 
make of the Japanese military allies against Cheat Britain , got me to 
investigate the best means of preventing the ship unloading. We 
decided to force her ashore on the island ol Hainan. \ **ritun this 
is a simple matter and the Duce has approved. I he appropriate orders 
have been given. 

Bcrti’s first telegrams dump . ny enthusiasm for (he victory of 1 cruel 
— hr .still l< rcsi.e . a strong capacity for lm el resistance on the part ol 
il- • Reds. 1 believe hr ha.; the evil eye. 

The Duce and 1 examined the agenda lot the forthcoming meeting 
In Budapest. We hall have to demand of the Austrians and the 
Hungarians a greater political solidarity with us. I hey are, both 
cuuntrie:;, only too ready to beg, but also to make tlicinvdves scarce, 
whence a* they have to assume any responsibility on our Khali. 
Mus?oliui is annoyed. He said this morning that when the bpauish 
question is liquidated he will invite (idling to inr/ify Austria. I don l 
love the Austrians, but it sec us io me we ought to up gently. 

1 hr i ijuninu aground ol the Ischia has been called oil, as a result ol 
with Fnyianni 1 and the shipbuilder Lame , 1 who are 
than first Venturi and dtew jnv attention to all 


conversations vifh Ijigianm * 1 aim 
more expert than Host Venturi and 
the complications which might arise, 
again. 

f an it \ ky p Conversation with Perth, of v bid 
\ 'v.nvns ulon, it s*-rms to mr, of distinct im; h.u mute - ’d^-,u:v, hat 

BrUrmi clow not w :ua to cKs* the door to negotiation-.. Afu-i 
i„. n-lcgram and Ld.:n’s speeches one might l u ’ v ‘ imagine I 


1 will talk to the Duce 


1 made a Minute. 


1 One ol tin M*vr*n lull 
Gip\ I I oil \ * niurh t 
< ' minimi''con. ring 

■ Ciulii i n,i;i;u'n ! v i u l .4 n i il 
* ‘ f 'd11<* J.:i«.r mphlliMrl*. 


of i <>n ir i x r %. 

In Scnfurvfoi hir unlilc Mam,. Miuutci d 

L u ||vr Mi ! rnlltil'* M* 1 ' ,n ‘ * 


irnsTfy 



JANUARY 3 , 1938 



that she did. If it were possible to arrive at a complete and durable 
agreement, dien we ought to proceed. Otherwise not. 

Received the Japanese Ambassador and Naval Attache about the 
question of the Ischia. They can seize her- -we . hall noi protest. But 
to sink her or run her aground would produce a dispute and perhaps 
an international scandal which might reflect upon our merchant marine 
I didn’t fed like advising the Duce to do it. If the Japanese don’t seize 
her, she will reach Hong Kong. Fifty armoured cars arc not going to 
change the course of the war in the Far Fast! 

I haw given Mazzolini 1 his instructions on his departure for Egypt. 
Besides the normal political and diplomatic activity, he is to study all 
possible ways of using the Italian communities in the event of war 
with l inghtiid. A few determined action groups could, with the advan¬ 
tage of surprise, get the cities into a state ol turmoil, create chaos in 
the Canal 7 ,vnc> and perhaps effect military sabotage. He is neither 
to w rite imr to telephone, but to come to Italy on the pretext, of leave 
for family reasons. 

Vail * came to see me about the communique announcing Ins ‘raid’* 
on Barcelona. The Espaiiu Agency reports sixty dead. Bcrii telegraphs 
that the T< rucl offensive is finished. 

1 have mentioned t* * J comoni the n ime of one of the i ‘uiim gin 
UM a v. ife lor Kin /.oy. Hr is dctei mined to get married and h< wants 
ai Italian. .But after his iv n unsuccessful attempts he is rather dis¬ 
credited here. 

Jan i t ap «■ [ The Niuh io & i :poki to me about his coiwei mi ion with 
Bufiarini. He w \en alarmed, and hr ilann has he< n pas*:* 1 on l<> 
the 1 fol> Sec. Buffarnii apparentlv aid that (he situation as icgurrl.s 
Catholic Aetiou* is becoming worse than it v im in 1931. I uas not. in 
a position to confirm or d< nv this. Hue 1 painted tor the Nuncio’s 
benefit a pit mre (a the Vatic aids rece nt inn national activity. 1 :tm 
aware of the did cullies created by Germany, but they ought not to 

i their fhrtatii n< wi h Popular Fronts and somef.mm even with 
di Com011110 its. Tn.tt sort of thing may make the l)u .c moo sensitive 
ou i | ie scr , rc 0 f 1 lie Catholic orgumzaiions. \nd the Holy See should 
i. member that die Axi is fighting against Communism in Spain and 
t | jat <• a * m gar. recently v. it noised the massacre of members of the 

religious onleis at th< hands of the Reds. 

• C.mr.i Sr.afnv o endy ipp«>i' ml I.-.li ... Mi.ii-.ur in Ipi 
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l- sent to Vienna and Budapest the draft of an announcement 
pledging dir two Danubian countries to a closer adherence to the Axis 
and to an uiti-Comintem and anti-League policy. It is the right 
moment. The Hungarians are loo mu< h afraid of a raj+tvehement 
between ns and Roumania to refuse, liie Ducc. lias, however, con¬ 
firm' d to mo that he docs not intend to male an agreement witli the 
Roumanian', unless the. green light shows in Budapest. 

O’Kelly, 1 the Irish Vice-President. A polite and friendly little man. 
He says his country’s next step will be to proclaim a Republic <>f 
Ireland. Very anti-British. 1 said that our two countries will grow 
.loser and closei to each other, both for por.ilne and lor negative 



reasons. 

I mi jgr ,t<-d to the Duce, who agreed, sending Paulucci de Calboli" 
to Japan a:i head of thr Paity mission. He will e pleased. He ha . 
always been an anti-League man and an Anglophobe he v ill get on 
well with the Japs. 

j \nuary 5. J'lu. Ducc told me about three conversations which hr 
had at the theatre last night. The iust,oi which 1 lm\e made a Minu'r, 
v* as with CVault Bi dden, wh»» emphasized Magyar anxieties with 
respect to Germany. To a Little Lntcnh* pivoting on Beilin the. 
Hung iri.m still prefer one % itli its emtio of gravity in Paris. M a* olmi 
assu.° d him .hat \ shall not. come 10 an unde vs landing with Roumania 
without host getting the approval of Hungary. Bcthlen was very 
relieved. 

Next he talk d to on Masse], who complained about his late ami 
softened the J nice’s heait—he ha*, fold me to intervene again in 1 • din, 
(hi; turn, in on I it to save I la. a 1 It is not a pari Inch I enjoy pH /mg. 
I hi sel is an enemy, rind I much pi Heu ’ it when the Duo* told nv to 
ask for hu scalp. 1 however, l shah talk to Hansel lo-im nw and then 

wc shall see. , . . 

Lastly there was Perth- a hiirf summing-up of the posmon ol the 
iWo • ouuti V s and a coidirm itiun of my lumas lion with him on 
Jill* • u y ;p I * h ill, who is an optimist, v id to the 1 >" dun we s ■ aJ 
•jre upr<' merit below the year is out p • i My, In* ays, M 'hhin f"c. »h*m 
in.rre n ‘ nth W urn th : i > uius p nl.. . But ihcreisp t 4 ru ! { 1 
pink in the sky yet to war runt ua h eoulitlmcr. in the i.jiuro. 

1 saw BJondcl on Liv. return from leave, lie isava that government 
mih U a a.c well disposed, but that di&uu;t of Italy has in* mi ;e among 

the public. . 

Nuncio. 1 reassured liitn- nothing 

Klein of fuui.m I lit mid of ilw ^xeci.tiv 


Cnnvcination with the 

O'K.,11 Vin C'« 


* Sra I 

of Eire, 

4 M/iivhv .<» C>\iUi !«• 
Ir.ir'n of Naiiulis, 


Pat;' ;• < i * 1. 1 .tib'W Ik.r a’, n 


L 'id» r-iS«Ci 


will be 
Council 

I V of thr 
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io):e against Catholic Action. I confirmed, however, all that I had 
su’d yesterday about the danger of the Vatican’s slidings towards the 
left. 


January 6. Conversation with von Hasscl. 1 spoke frankly I told 
him what reasons we have to be dissatisfied with lorn-—remarks he has 
made against Italy, and Ins attitude during tin: negotiation and the 
ignamre of the Tripartite Pact. I-Je denied the first charge. As for the 
second, nc aid he was carrying out the insti notions sent him. He says 
Ik* lias always been pro-Italian, even when everybody in Germany, 
including the Party, was against us. Hr added that Ju> h:u \lv. ;ys set 
himself 10 wipe out the memory of 191 j fn>m 1 lie mind of the German 
people. He didn’t u,k for mercy or pity—ii we intervene in Berlin, it 
must be on our own initiative and because wc want to. 

It seems to me best to leave him to his fate. He was an enemy in the 
K'ist; he b now more un ever one. If wc saved aim, he .could be in 
* neiny made n ore bittei by grain ude. bi ides, we can’t disavow Hess 
and Hesse, who act'd! upon our suggestion. 1 lassej goes and He s stavs. 
t herefore I am more concerned about Hess. 

Talking of Garibaldi, the Once said: ‘It was his good fortune to be. 
uneducated. If in h d hern educated, he would haw read Giausev it/, 
and lost he battles.’ u• was in 1 vervgood temp* r and in the mood 
lor par. lox. 

He has ordered me to lion date Pamii because of the extravante 
in the administration of D.I.L. 1 


January 7. A long comer..at’ n wit f 1 the: King. ) le wanted to 
tall. I > km a! >»ut i he work .1 In* done at tlw T a. • o for the « e;n ion oi 
Hithr’s visit. He Inin, d .it a ivith-n viut to <wriuanv. A thorn 1 pie. 
lion. 11. Dinu* doesn’t ji 'or the idea, n the \*e t w<ad ! dliplkate 
I.in. ‘Tim* r an occasion,’ he has said to me, apropos of th * visit, ‘on 
which the Ah nan *iv ..hows ii^elfto be a useless superstructure * ‘The 
G i 'o. ms,* » e added, ‘low ; j* rily from Party: lularii 1 They don’t 
low iK King* b.. .»• c lhr\ *«./»' mber tH.it it \> is he who signed tl<r 
f| (>l ' ratiiai of w.u- in .on-, I..- i- d n akiny a reply to ike King-- 

b'-t the \ is if will have to be mad'. For reason?? of rtkjiicUc, and lor the 
sake of lb King’s |)u :i*y l< may, however, be dcleircd. ’Hie King 
told im not to must the G> in the past Berlin has alw;o •*. ' ec n 

tj ir lfl oM treae.heioils of < ha’u r* . uisuia usid to lu eoriect. ! Ir 
p, dsi d • ■ p...solid u.nrsty ol tht Hi . als - in the Ion y* ars of his 

mu„ t|„ v.ur onh t cvf}>ti. us, ft mhx M»u>* u.»l \ t-./io 

.■, a lir .litici'- d il:f bialdin.'oi l, .'.••slnps. U -In. Vi k.liev. in 


i D r . 'f r 1 , j; f;J air /• 1 \ the epri'.motil el t 1 * 1 * 'gn Ministry run* nnu| 

with dir < umrol (.*1 I Lilians ah» v I ... . . 

’ l-.tii-rain Mmn * l.nrlri 1 t:iry f. r I " t-.rl 1 cli;■ ■ i| ' . m nil • . 

vnv ’'.Vr.iM.M-r r ***•’»• ‘ ">>-I'tCll •' IH.uk-.. It .1... 
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iem— they are too 
1 1 lacks 

The Ducc told me to wash my hands of von Hassel. Good. He 
listened in a report from Anfuso on the situation in Spain. Nothing 
new—great slowness of movement on the part of the Whites. It. seems 
that Tcrucl has not been completely occupied, because, when the 
Generals reached the Archbishop’s Palace, they wasted two hours 
dining with him. 

Conversation with Miroincscu, a pro-Italian Roumanian Senator. 
He said that the (.Inga 1 Government is a government of transition and 
compromise a regards Codreanu 2 -a sort of von Papen Government. 
He think; ;t modus viveudi with Hungary possible. 

Conversation with Perth. In consequence of rumours which are 
circulating about the cession ofjubaland 3 to Germany, lie reminded 
me of the i 9 a 4 Tt c.tty, which gives Great Britain an option. T described 
ihe rumours as ridiculous and absurd. Ho personally thought so too. 

Ianuakv H. Wc discussed with the Duce the Austro-Hungarian 
counter-prop 1 ’ .t's for the Budapest meeting. As I foresaw, tiey are 
xiyinf/ to evade all responsibility vis-a-vis the so-called democracies . 
On the i iccr hand, they are trying to slip in a few words hkcly to 
disturli German) and prevent the rapp: ihment with Roumania. the 
H,;;,, |v ntorol: .11 c "hown to be more and more impotent- agreements 
with a purely ■ e.ui-»niic content necessarily la< k pr •found vitality. 1 lit 
economic background changes too quickly- -sometimes Irom one year 
to another. In Central Europe a. good or bad harvest, for instaiier. is 
enough to nuke the difference. However, wc shall sec what happens 
a| Budapest. 

TV Dun. is anxious about the Empire- Gojjan; 
rebels irnbi i i< ooo. Our ganm-ns an besieged, 
months and strong tona s to suppress ihe movement. 


is in revolt. The 
[t will take two 
According to the 


D. 


■ e it. is 


t .11 ( dll' JUI d • --- r I 

Pi,ltio,li< who i. to blame, and a’,o the lack oi racial 

Italians ha made 


P -pared ness of the kalians- Tin. behaviour of man;. 

Me naii- cs lost • vir is pei ' * tite v uite mail 

A e.:„.v. vttiou will. Si.aia and Bull'..,mi ..buu biuhng a 

. u , t ,. sS() r for Colorma® as Governor ot Rome. Ii seems we sha l have 

t,. lull bad. o. G G. Borgk,r.« It is bills pH' ‘ 

anti-fa •: isrn is tor- n ' ■ i. I mentioned the nun* " • an.inu 

Palii/i. A bit better, . 

O. .avian Ca^a, Ituiiin.inian Prime Miiiimci, Itenii'l'ei M3 1 11 ' 

1 *«*•.• I**■ tint. , lender I lli- l.» <>r a, Brimlr 

jtthuluiHl, (..rin* rlr pint of tli»* olony • •■"V’' ” 

llial ; V ,n pr^vintcorAiuliara. 

' Alf-ec. IW In,-..• •••■• ••" r "<■ r. •"> _ ' , f) v . m nl .|,, 

11 Hfi l icr-. Culouiui, </ovmior - n ivur *. •>' • . 

• Prim • Oian fddt"iu< U iglirv Pm it 1 * * 1 ‘ >l *’• ‘ 
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January 9. lui route for Budapest. Conversation wiih Villani, from 
which I derive the conviction that I shall find the atmosphere rathej 
clouded as far as we arc concerned. We shall try to cleat it up. Enthu¬ 
siastic greetings at the station, in spite of the snowstorm. 


Jan u a r y . o. Tin* Conference began for me with two conversations, 
one with Schu*;clmigg and one with Schmidt. The principal object of 
the Austrians was to settle the question of the British documents relating 
to Schmidth conversation with Vansilmrt. At first I was inflexible- • 
though it immediately became clear that the Chancellor was not 
pit pared to :acrifu.e his Secretary of State to us. There was nothing 
for it bu to id*m, but I could -and did—still drive a hard bargain 
before granting ou^ pardon. In tins way I had Schmidt on my side for 
lhe political negotiations. He began by revealing to me that Kanya 
was prepared to recognize Franco, but that he would only do so under 
pressure from me. The hardest tiling for the Hungarians 10 swallow 
was the announcement about Geneva. On this point the Austrians 
were more prepared to yield. On the other hand, they wanted a 
declaration about the independence of Austria, which out ol considera¬ 
tion for Germany i felt wc could not make. The Hungarians asked 
for . 1 declaration about minorities. Ibis request was aimed mostly 
against Houmania, but, if I had agreed to it, it would have annoyed 
tlu Yugoslavs more than anybody. 


[ a n o a c v 11. l'hai is what 1 wanted to avoid. Be: : Ks. this tall. • -i 
minority t without par1 c’ larization, would has given the l.ittle 
Entente a ic 4 w n mu ivr* f. solidarity just at the moment when it is going 
through a most acute '1 hr G« nference the h<-! a.i in a climate 

wliii h \ 1 anythiiu; but easv. ! uen was friction on mans f ini :. 1 
ui.idc . he .anal ('m ail . vcv, ' iih pa' ticul.ir reic ■«,, <• m «»ur join 
lions w«tli Engl md. I In- wa a abject wbi< f p: 11 ii nl.trlv worried 
Kanya. 1 .vc a mildly optimistic liawur to my rep..it- -n v,,,s 
ahsuiuiely nccessnrs ml to al.u m 1 Conlerencr, 1 wanted to secure 
pii, I, aii.en uei: to our polii >. Kans spolv very btttcrlv ibont the 
I ittlc Entemc and about tlu m< i at the head ut tuc thin stales. He 
.md that GogA s a double d< seller and dcaciilvd S\ .yadinou.h as a 
be w : rntlian. 1 ]>rot n*d and declare ! that we in bal\ b. \< n.. 
I, a ., un to lomplaii. of the polio Belgrade. Kanya has a mania 
,)i,. 1 il,- 1 -'uffii 1 ■ l>i' iidl) Koimiaiua U'h.-n Ik wants to 
instill or disp-naf’> he mys ‘O ' 1 • Roumanian . ... ' ■ 'l.ievisli as 
Roumanian'. or ‘alni'-si .v. much a !■ n a- a Roumanian', l ie is always 
...•.ini;' expressions like that. 

I whakv i" In order ro an ivr at ...positive result lor the tripnrtitt 
de< Inratiot) l was even. illy >-blig< I to use a firm I- » .1 Hum they 
gave wav I In . v.anally at ayicd alltlte formula I piopnwd, with 
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few alterations, .suggested b) them, which, in my opinion, strengthen 
rather than weaken the document. 'Hie negotiations took place in 
Daranyi’s room in the Prime Minister’s mansion, with a large portrait 
in oils of the young Franz Joseph in 1848 on the wall. IIow history has 
changed in ninety years! 

I found in Hungary an atmosphere on the whole favourable to u*> 
among the people and among the young. Those who belong to the 
past, and there arc many of them —Kanya is perhaps typical—do not 
love us I hey share the view of a Princess Esterhazy, the wife of; n 
ex-Priinc Minister, who told me quite bluntly at dinner that we 
Italians were more responsible than anyone else for the mutilation ol 
Hungary, and that, while it is easy enough to pull a country to pieces, 
it i: very difficult to put it together again! 


January 13. But tin young are not like that. They love Italy 
because of her warlike courage and because ol hci foeial justice, 
feudal Hungary, die Hungary of the great landowners, cannot wel¬ 
come lie advent of a regitm which seriously and profoundly improves 
the condition of the masses* 

Tumi, a Nationalist youth organizatim , wanted to appoint me its 
Grand Master as sur e« smjj to Gum!)"', 1 The Government opposed this 
, 1, the pretext that it might offend, of al! people, Schuschnigg. They 
V, ill appoint nv when there is another opportunity soon. '1 here wa; 
ulx- an interesting drinomiir; timi al tin iliralit. When 1 rose to leave, 
the Mibrc milifar college, itib uiji ordos had htrn '-W'rn rrt to wake 
my bind «y den a ns t ration , rose to their le^t and gave the Roman 
sab \ A clear sign of the times. Jhc return joui ney went well. Many 
courtesies from the Yugoslavs A warm welcome at I ric str. I hr 
Budape t Confc • nice has had a good reception 1 1 Italy. 1 he J' ’ <* :,r - h! 
njr a teieph nio message' expressing ) is satisfaction, -That r die ie\\ ml 
which 4 omits i) ost. 


» , >rted to the Duce on my visit to Budapest. He is 
. till’ and repeated Lb congratulations 

l expected to find him o 'oi the capture of 
local “ii(» * lor the Reds of slight impor 

t an ,to have 1 it (l uir d. rice on Madrid u nr? to Imn n. rr 

Hignifk'tnv horn «hr. M rat eg a pea «r of i -w lb w "d ( l " to w 

. • •. 1 .. . dedy f s • i.u«o 1 m also talking <*f i 


Januakv 1 1\ T 
j i'jim: cd with t b< 

11*-- v\ a ri a u imiat* d as 
h i 1 irl. I i( 1 * • itsl.k il a 
lain <:■ to have !k I • nr . 


HiR-pfic-tn. • Sow .hi: «< ratty., point >f v-w I In vv-,m,<I • • R to >««vr 
inoix detinit •• k»< vied; ' <»f Frann/- plans. Ur in nH. • i ill nv; of th^ 
HMHMliiliiy of a l-mdin;: -it V.lr i «m, to take i hr Reds in 1 •' ar 1'™*M c 

... . . . . _ . it. , t . H : ■; il vtiiim ^r 


France 

1/lHUlllg <*l ▼ • “ *»' ^ -- 

m<l Kii’d.i tid wouldn't rrMir mov' Bu* to do t os •» ■ a !r oc 
nr,., i l. , tins what (I '■ ranto'.. n.-ml h; c ,, , i-ir 

nuaranu- . p. .haps nm of a tcrrilmW 1 ,| | ul “ ot cout '‘ al "'V 

anxi<'i •. l ir!• r >!,• tluri.: he wn.M the have Mroi,, V heard 


1 < C i< ,, if 


I lu'u adiin 


sin ft 
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their position. T should not be surprised by an offensive in the 
near future which might push back the whole Nationalist front. 
What would happen then to our thirty thousand men in the interior of 
Spain? 

The present position is, in my opinion, untenable. We rm^t make 
tip our minds—chlier we strike the blow which will precipitate the 
crisis, or w^ skilfully disengage ourscIve.> and rest content with having 
inscribed ut on our banneis the names ot the victories of Malaga and 
Santander. 


January r9. J Nothing important in the morning. Severn* minor 
interviews. 

In the afternoon J received Maulers, the Latvian Foreign Minister. 
Not a very significant figure. Mo claims to be the representative of n 
Fascist Government, but at heart he F democratic and pro-la ague. 
The secret »>[ Geneva, at far as little countries arc concerned, is that 
it serves for their politicians as a stage lit by the spotlight*- of world 
publicity. Muniers was overjoyed to be able to say that he know:* all 
the more or less groat ones of the earth. He drank to the King 
Krnpcrork This is a specie: of recognition of the hmphe, lightly 
d guised hut definitely useful as a way of shaking thc;e little northern 
• rites. 


January ,*u. Boy .*. 1 the leadc-i* **i the !• dian Gong!' '• T'arty, talked 
(u mr .a true• h aljotit tiu, [1 1.1 *, • jn iiion lliiltri f »thc\ have n f o been 
able to :i< ivi.iplish mui 'll. ('real Britain, from the centre, moot,-, 
siijM'omc ; o. or. In the .jrov in* w , f \v unimportant rlep/ti intent* have 
been cutru 0 J in In huiia, .real Ih"ilain lw * cxi client agent* in the 
huge and sn all atates, which art governed despotically and rely upon 
i* . ■ 1 v! 1 uo* 1 1> • fbr : upport. I he programme ol the Goncrcss lku''> is 
th- •udepend , *ni *. oi fndi . I G m*\ms lv which thc> hope t achieve 
it . ( ohslnu tionhm and pa si a icsistanct . No armed struggle. AH 
r ... , () [ ,, t,, continue re 1 cp (heat Britain wouied about our 

imciitruK a. I hom linn • thin- to inform the- 1 about in genual 
political situation Ibis is m enable ihciu belter luinientuto themselves, 
j |j u |n , j )tirl rested to G«sc that lie should lire 1 his Indian sympa- 
lh ; c .! t t ,; n .., n | s Jtal. ind Jc.paa he* two counoir* •. hi* li haw Uom 
Polish ]>i< ' Ho said he will try- hut ii uill \ )r 
11,(• 1 uli.in peoph • -e governed by v utiment and 
;hit tod-iv, jusim they suppoi 1 d Abyssinia Pu- 


most to impair 

didicuU, bcc.iiisc 

• , fr . . Heeling v sits la India, I have formed the <,,nm , t - 

,lu.y , c , •!-,! 1,, . ,1.1c ■ - ., 1 , 1 ' ui .. Ktn.'.:, and lllUt th<. 

arc mlfflinK from the diary* 


,ic a flahh) 
1 J hr lea 
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All ii.it ' *1 independence until other forces bring about tlie collapse of 
Great Britain. And perhaps even then the country will only get a new 


master. 

Meeting of the Committee for the Ftihrcr’s visit. 


5 \NtJ.\RY zy. ] Nothing new. Sunday at the sea. 

Januar . ! am move and more worried about die situation in 

Spain. The oPciim w towards Teruel, which should have begun to-day, 
h.is In < u postpone 1 again. I indicated to the J3uce tiiat a conversation 
with 1 ' im • might be necessary. V. e could get him to come to Cagliari 
by m .i an 1 ih* iwi; *»f ns, Mussolini and T, could meet him there. I 
think, a iueeiiny. would < tear up our doubts about his mientions and his 
pound diti< aud would help us to fix the lines ol our policy. Foi we 
really in im mal e decision about Sp un. 

As their is t lot of talk at the moment about a wiiclo.v, war with 
(•'« a lirii un, 1 w aril n. put on n.» ord t hr eiigin of Kudin Bari's Arabic 
bmudeas* 'A b *n l ’ . t ude.r-Scc rri.n y for Propaganda 1 was asked 
to d ; son etliin •; b>r an Jlulo-Arab, the bo ther of :, bishop, Monsigpior 
Cauan. I took him on it the Mmistr mil, is he spokr Arabic wall, 
wc ot 1 m to give a In lure and a news broadcast or t vo. Tin thing 
w.r, a sui ss Inti. • b( gan to pour in from Palestine*. Syria, Egypt-- 
at|.| \ve d< veloped h Then wr had to di.miss CiUun because, «m his 
own initiative. In as insulting the English, wi:h whom wc wen then 
m good terms, but in view of tin programme's success‘I didn’t want 
to stop it and it w.,. continued after Cat tan had left. 1 did not, however, 
rrali.’r dial I was s. liking so h a resounding new note* of discord with 
England. 


J \ n \: a n v - 15 . A very quirt day. 

t !<)uver.sation with Kueggcr with spo hd rcb reiv.e to the .ulacks ol 
Mr Sv: prow kurgiv r points oni dial dir paper 0 ana med •»< I ug 
in fhi rxiiunr ! 1 1 tid ban Mmta 1 ami bis (»o\ernmcTit. He ai'Ks us 
not t< 1 x ggcntle if- r importance 

111 Spain the Pmils ha c attacked again and the ollerv * e on 1 cruel 
is < ousexjut ntl>.] M 1 p'ue-fI oiu:c More. 


jam Aim E. N.iditiu, impnj ?n 1 has happened. 

I v..t interested l>) wpml 1 1.»1»1 Chilli about 1 renver alion \ idi 
Am in the (0111 m ol w'.u h dn 1 imined the pfv-ihle Ini ms wb 1 (1 
a w , . in io Medileirui’'an might take. Galli emph. 1 * 1 I" ssi 

la'i" »l I g t » tsl; ll n |) 1 1 ‘III to Egypt In defellil llifCuilid, ill 

view ol'di 1 >.• t mal <»:■ 1 Britain would nevri be .'bl< to raise a lany 

1 I hr l» ■ ; i'ii jar.‘I »1 s p"l ' n 1 '• • »..* Iroiu du 'li ny 

Caul lc f • it, nua Mint .1»* In Roiur. 

• I iiu 11 | ■ Swin 1*1 »• »>t a in I I"’ ^ 1 * * ' 1 

1 r . in ' it i 1 \i it 1 ink’ i» 1*«»r* '<’1 Mil ' a* » 
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It is a new and inteiesting hypothesis, which 1 si d! meniion to 


the General Staff. 

Ivlarzio was baptized by Monsignor Celso Gostantini. Hr received 
the water and the sail in religious silence, without a tear, which the 
experts say is almost a miracle. 

Hasscl we it olf on so-called leave this morning an unspeeded guest. 
I heard thi., last night from his daughter, who also told me. that von 
Neurath was furious that Hassel had managed to have explanations 
with the Duce .md will) me. 


J ani .a i. \ The Duce is preparing to write a letter to Franco, 

to stimulate him to do something decisive. I encouraged him to do 
this. Wc must get to the end of the Spanish adventure. 

Nothing else. 


J a n v m;s ;•>. No events worth noting. 

1 have ad.ised the Dure n* l to let Biseo continue his Might to 
Argentina whcr« oiac kind ot hostile demolish uinn against om aii~ 
men was bein' prepai _*ri. There is really no point in exposing equip¬ 
ment and men to the not inconsiderable wear and tear ol a duec 
thousand kilometres’ Might, in ordei to give the rabbit? ot a ax ot id-class 
country like Argentina a chance t»> nil'll us. The l Mice agrees- fh<.\ 
will not go. Of all the countries in which \ have lived Argentina is 
cm. i inly tliemic 1 loved least—indeed I felt a profound contempt tor it. 
A people without a soul and a lane, without c olour both laded to 
exerei' *' any kind of charm on me. 1 : several de» ad< , when all ■- »its 
of human wrecks were making their ' ay t > Smith Aiurri* a, die wma 
of all u • d t oM.ip.ii the turn place th :y c. nr to. ihm was the lirgm- 
pin. ■ Tim-;,.: gV „ a ritv a, nv aim aim and airbitJ .. the river on 
whov banks h II. In ’mot yv.i* tlu ■ l.-v-s hern »U\c<\ to the. 
unplea 4 ant miMm vrr. pleniilu! |ewi 1'merit. I don f IiHio.v 

that tan have improv d rhitigs. 


. v>n AKVgi V a; m hr expect'd, criticisms of the paiade step- 
I u-r started up. The old spjdiers at. particularly against if because 
thrv rli*» # l - regard it as a Prusd. a invention. I he Duce » \ er> 

aiv ry he has read me tlu speech be is g dug to »" ,kc i..-mumwv, 
explaining and extolling the innovation. J. semis ih.u dn U\y. n«. 
has v M >o >sed himself unfovoui a My. 1 lie t Meed t niiu . nt was-' 13 
ri>>t mv tauli if ill- Ki.-; i IfNaturally h<- won • J - 1 '" *•« 
th. I s(r,) wiili.’iil 11 i:<U - mi- lumv H I'ulu lilouv H«- g . ! 

I hr rua.- it.. s.,j. tl.-t hr '-a:, alu... h urrl ho. - * "" ,n ' 

I.. , limli ... ... or.. Dm •• g'> ral«M«:t m anovcuHni.iiOt. UOOd 


1 I he Ir. f I m J.inu.n v olid 
a Thf J»‘I| arh- e j. nr t! id.i’l ' 0*1 

ich , lut v • I I/'. N l is; 'IiHi ulIt i 1 ’*•' 


rjndinp, hum tlu- diaiV- 

{ |,. | \ >, J.linv the (irrrii.’iti K' ‘ Sl ' V A« 

-,mi i-. t • in n , in Nt i o rnl « i nyyc 
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reason for stunting, as lie has done, the army of a gn at na licit 
■p t .,,j ) | c i'v the gome-step P Prussian. Nonsense. The goose is a 
Pr,animal—it saved the ( tpitol. Its place is with the eagle and 

the she-wolf.’ . 

The I .nee has drafted a str mg lettei to Franc u. As Bcrti will be here 
K-morrow, I advised him to hive a talk with him before deciding 
whether to send it or not. 

llenalo Ricci i; v,orried about the Carrara marble, nov. 'hat France 
h; put on prohibitive duties. Germany, once a large buyer, has dosed 
he. markets. A i..,w marble «. risis seems to be on the way. 


Fi.ni' /■. v i. A Militia review—the parade step appeared in public 
and was much .n.plandcd. I'hc Duce addressed the Militia opposite 
du: lolosseum. He j. 'ke m military fashion, lashing out at the mur- 
inurcrs, whom In described as sedo tary, paiuich;, mental!; deluient, 
and I- li-sued. 1 recount/*d the allu lion, b'.t Bad'-gho and Dc Don- 
thoUj in he meant them ana looked very so-ir. Par...maw Dc Iloiio, 
who vai.l ha aft''.- sad. a - pee.!. he had no altcin.u.ve but to retire. 

1 took J .«ly Chamberlain i" sec the. Due- . and the showed him m 
import..it letter from Neville C.liuinberla.u. Two points Cheat 
Britain .. coning found to the idea of a forma’ recogmtion d the 
ITnjj.re- on .r-.nio: ; 'm begin at the md of tin momb. Mnssobm 
.•proved and agreed l.ady Chamberlain will write U> her brothei-u.- 
law I-, inform him of ihr 1 >ur< ; reactions, whieh were definitely 
■ nr: Ide. He showed hin self ' . full sympathy with the p. jeet oi an 
uc im in and said that he n>n Is to ,iiuh< one which will be eoinjilcte 
r di'rat.Ie and able to - ve a a basis lot < ..-opetatioii between the 
two Kinpir-s He dictated I-ary Glum!, rlain dc tern s of her letter. 


I St. Tl.r !) e h .l a talk with Bern ... m> presence, 
-h f h - no pc ... y ut h: i., and always seem . "• b. uiniv, 
ut.diii- • " tosav ■ -a e 1 ' 1 .stile verbiage and m tlm ..mU .>1 > 
.v lc> idcan vluc.l w. ah a. by heart, about the *<>■ •urlu.s-.ve 
’a r | (I .1 .nith peneralihfo. Tin Durr gave him hts ein-i to 

|', uuo /ui nd.uir .lile virile d'em a nt- it reinforces " ' 1 . l ' 
it F, men, ell i'' t. b'd. 1 bill •>! " " htwavlm usn.de. ngaee.,u.vl..-:l 
,( th, <,mi !>. in. IS -uing 1 • insist on . long-draw' «... o' 
Meanwhile Mussolini h intensified «h 
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love; ;i soldier’s style, like steel, and lias moi (> and more made it his 
own, Besides, he regards die Italian people ^ a very tough people, 
lur.damentally dramatic. Perhaps sad too, bke Italian songs. Our 
reputation lus been ruined abroad, he says, b uenpolit in sin; mg and 

dancing.* .. TT . .. 

Conversation with thp American Ambassador. Ce is niraid ol war, 

but I rr^vsiired Ip'iii considerably., \ 

Cnnv*e.>atioh'with the japanysoAmb.e.s actor. He told me that tlw 

Jup.iu.-ie are !,winning to' form a --crus ol. local governments of a 
provisional character in China, but that, they will end by establishing 
'themselves 1)1 re permanently. 

Ft bruarv Cmivt'i-Satinn v.itli (■ n. al Aymonino 1 u> settle 
about the Fiihrer’s ■ is.t to the i Vinre ofl’icdmont I shall mm 11.R.H. 
when he returns to Rome, mu arrange the deta.l., wmh hmi. 

I eccivcd Lady Us towel, the vtife ol it l.abot.r Lord. She u 


Hungarian nf^ charm, • pptt» <« our Cri.-ml and speaks Italian 

, s „, ,,, u,a «*•. iTKrarisaa 

" r fr** 

. . ■ , i i-.j, happen, d I'idcii should ever 

attack us. J lus is much m n* likely m 1 

beroi'ic tin-h.-ad ol a l-nbour-Uberal (. tvemincn.. 

(Lvr ration w ith the lA.ee and Mt nMnrt,. Mas . made h -h, 

Germany's a,nation Vith Fran..- a. ' K« v '- ;' n . . ,l . J* ° ,n ' 

SC1 . oni he leal had w.tli (.Oriilff, in vhieh lltel-Ue- -aid ha til. 
N ,.,U C»< rau.n.V potenli. I a-: h.r . as povable and. to. 

lh : P. avoid a . to. .evcral >'<•"'* ' "" 1 ;• -d m v.ew 

the ball of steel iiiiist oe s ,veua,ovn.t.K >»' yvoneronung 

uovv ne »H fed, .he .ubbe -W <- the ball »; hr..,. 11 ' l 
thf ted v.hii.h will ••lai c. Mosmlm. v.-' .nines..- He would l.ke at 
n t„ interrogate laciioany about he. attuude ... 

the event 
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f p u t be lure ihc Duce the plans for the embellishment of Rome for 
the Fulmer’: visit. He Ii-:ed them and approved the work that has been 


done so far. 

Meeting of the Supreme Committee of Defence. 

Conversation with Lord Lothian, 1 Under-Secretai y for the Colonics, 
on his way hack hunt India. At his request I explained to him our 
point of view on the possibility of an understanding with England. He 
seemed to me. a "aisiblc man He approved of the idea of a compre¬ 
hensive agreement, to include recognition of the Empire. ‘Between 
England and Italy,’ he :> aid, ‘there can be no half measures--nothing 
ex *pt a return to the traditional friendship or ward I replied that I 
agna d. Except that it is no use .peaking of the traditional friendship 
—tie understanding must, have new foundations which will fully take 
into nccoun the new powvi of Italy. 

Giacomo Costa, an anti-Fascist lawyer who escaped from Lip at T 
two months ago, he "flercd us his services as an informer and agent 
prnioruU'ur amon ; the uniQr/s in Paris. He is in contact with the 
journalist Fuse azio. • YVc sha use him. 


FiiituUAHY 5 . The ( hang > in the. German Government are good. 
rh< y are umling rapid nidi tow aids total nazihention, and thL .s 
beneficial to the Axis, iu. me »f the strong* ,t reason > lor its existence 
is the identity of regime. The Once too is very pleased -it. is an impor- 
turn c.rnt and it gives a knock mt blow to the recent period of flirtation 
with Fi.mc*- Ribh* ntrop at hr Foreign Ministry is admirable. His 
conversation with the Ducc . nd with me in U< lober and November 
last n- (le ( h ir his iior.iility to 11 k English, who ive treated him badly. 
London was failun lor him, home succt: >. Hr made good hi r . claim 
to the Minister s < paulettes in L* Hall of Victory on llie day vvhen the 
r | ipoiii'c Pact v 's s.jncd. 1 foresee a strength! ning of the Axis and 
t - Tri.ui; If is a < suit of vvh.u has happ< ued. We sh. ! r • u li closer 
and mote com retc a .u'c c.m'uiy an d we may be able <o n >' u *)f a 
Collier' nee of tin dire** Foreign din’iters, which might perhaps f ak< 
plat <: in Addis Ababa. 

1 I).* . , iipoinu k d 1‘aV'diin Pnjiidciii ill* lintitule i< fmernatiunal 
'I ? . I l<; will do v eil and he 5 reliable 

r.u o*> rl.i is putting biruse.f forward a^: a candidal* lor Commis¬ 
si , ur r Munili >ns. to replan JJalP Oho/' who is exhausted. Ai a 
Mu’elmiy' the S ij a (‘me ( oinini U r Jialbo h 1 l * 1 ’*' 11 1 1 '' Heim a 1 
Ca/./i i*n -r a possible s.i*rc; .-■« r I did not lose- the oppoiUmit\ oj 

• I ->:J , , i« .,*.!!«*, Cud r -• - ff .IS Inr latlei, *u-M *>'*<• . < -*’ t m - „ ,< VI } I. 

; I i<,„« u.Jt.ca tie e,. III ; , svl„r)> pulii.oH pri "ht- . wm*«...timed. 

. 1 »! |' is. .1 'in, a t 1 I i'.ll* 'll* 

i t ru ral Ivdt ri*' IJ.11 troct-hi, Unci , .. 1 i.u> ' «r V\ • * tMF 1 

M .rnrt '! l«• 1 i;iH' 1)1 iu, <•(. . , rl'.i Mn.iil.gM, "H ■ 'I 

•’* (i 1 (jiii. , Gnvcr-'inr it (i .ami a -V 
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icd I,-- three Nationalist columns in the Teruel sector, 
Jvuuti continues. 

I'l.mti ary B.' After a further hound the advance note seems in 
have tuvn checked. With the Spaniards, this is not surprising. We 
have sl.-d Rerti whether the objectives of the present action are 
i irtii .d < r strategic, as, il they are strategic, the Duce intends to 
die air raids on the coastal cities in ordet to break Ued vesis- 
u ,„ , , i |mv, received and passed to the Duce an eyewitness account 
( I tin rec'-nt bombing of Barcelona, i have never read a document so 
nv os' i ally bor-ify.ng. And yet there were om> nine S.70S and 
ill. hole ‘raid' 1 only lasted a minute and a hall, l arge buildings 
,!• moll h. d, traffic interrupted, pam< on the verge of madne s, and 
/ .1 dt ud mid i,500 wounded, in' a good lesson lor the future. It i , 
ss III 1 1 link of aiiti-aircafi defence and building shelters- -the only 
ne 11100 .f salvation bom air attack is the ev leirunm of large loans. 

I h ive -.enl a tele 1 ,rant to Berlin to put on end io speculation about 
(I. nn-rilled '\nglu llalian m[>h\>chdi:uh. < hn policy lollows and will 
continue to follow absomtely -straight line. Hie J i.hm It.mld hear 
11.., in mind in lit*; pecch ol February ao. I sate tins in my tele, ram 
to Ait -ilifo. 

Fmw-oaio <). According to Bcrti’s reports die Sp-mumls have 
slopped .0 order t prep <• a second wave, i he pause ought to I e 
.hoi i The victory just woli seems to >■ important, .cough only on 
u tactical level andthi re lore not d eisive 

•pi,, , ,rv > .ineiiji'dtg 10 speculate about the conversations b< ...tii 
CIraniII and Ju | fii .nd, contrary 1 . the l ifts, lo inti 1 an Italian itiitia 
• a | j liU ., i,- ;l fi d \>»nr Di/'hmuli No. 1 .j, which I have 

, ,| m da Him and I l»av had the Home /V«o//u confiscated, as 
* >ite of the p, ol ibilum it 1.0111 limed to build up tie upon ,.| the 
()n ,■ nvei - imu>'. with hi;;. headlines. 

mill has 1-ephoni d to n, - allcr reading my •< Icgram of lhr day 

. . ri | j ' in Jmiing to mark time I'liere is. however. 110 

t IS he a ho J' it lis b da in e. At heart hr 1 dying lor a 
w ,i|> } . idon run 1! -tes' tlm (h , iii.ts 
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mentioning this to Baistrocchi, who, it is well known, halts Cmzzck 
lie is now, I think, not too fond ofBalbo either. 

February 6 . Our compliance with the British requests about 
piracy has produced a certain detente in London. Eden has used calmer 
language to ! jrandi and ha made a statement to the Sunday Times 
about Anglo -1 tali an relations- the t’ uth is that it is a very hypocritical 
st:ii *ment. I ! avc told the journalisis not to make too much o 1 it. • 
lxiievr it is not so much our compliance as th«* new Gorman Govern¬ 
ment which has impressed l.xmdon. 

Franco’s offensive in the direction of Teruel ha. begun. Bcrti tele- 
graphs tl at it is making good pi 01 rcss and makes no criticisms of any 
kind. This leads me to believe that things really are going well We 
•.hall see! Recent events, as well as past history, cdscouragc one imm 
being too optimistic when Spanish generals are in charge. 

A long c oiwcisation with the Ducc. 1 told him of the pessimism of 
Guarncri, who said in .0 many words after the Science Commiiur 
)cstiTday: ‘Wc ar bankrupt.’ The Dure knew' of his and he does not 
at all share these exaggerated fears. The situation breally very healthy. 
We also talked about the Jew ish problem. I expre ;o d myselfdo favcmi 
of a .solution which will i• <. 1 1,ii.se a pioblrm wh : h driiinau ly due*. not 
exist here. Tin Du e is of the same opinion . Hewdpuui water »n di- 
flames, though not enough to suppress the thing a ogether. 

■ I'liRUAKV 7 . Gram i ha: larted >11 in top gca after 1 1 i-’ t; 1 Iks \ 11 i• 
i;d< n, and wane* authori/at ; on to begin the eor/crsatioi ... J have 
drafted y . / ih my own hand a telegram, which I .ul to the I nice, 
recommending « dm : d prudence in face of this Bjib.h zeal lor uvon* 
cihation, whic. might alter all b<* a m.ina’ii » ’Idea’s, now that tin 
cii.aig' ...t guard in Germany h.^ sliov 1 that th* English efforts to 
( a\: (1 I.hr \xis at the Berlin -nd are n >1 destine to : uOT'.i. I hfl 
•mkI piudcmr- i d in any case tin* cor \ c»s.uions oust be in M 
1; •>).(» iv 11 v, in > t to push lumsell foiwarh ‘h WouUMikr « » pi 
pai 1 ot the unn v»ho m. de pc. cc with England, «• pari which pro 
,, j , ,| s U ) j■! 1 ;m; v f 1 1 ali ns. Bm if wndt do. P :< r .ml war 
tJic* g/a.gj of Minisolini ind of Vfussoli’d alone. No emo i» * 
to ph \ a \y ivional roh . 1 

1 , r [ (| - J ),/,./• 1 Dai:»i • 1 hi w 1 ,h to *ucn d I Dll’ ( Bio, 

v <, , Mill nd 111 . ‘Uu- Durr .-'.J hr. v’ll only appoint hill m 
»wh# n hr 1;. in his < ufhu'. He seemed rdher sceptic al ab»Ml'th<i « 

*i| Bn i.Oiihi, wh ’ is .vIjvc but a mud lei 

<.l I !i „v ii cry pleased will' "ti- • in ,lf > 1 

M. li.-i nil a .1 il.licnin.p kin' noU.iu^ Sinn 
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^nd asked me in confidence, on behalf of Stoyadinovich, not. to 
Jet the press emphasize the visit too much. Spa ho is a personage of 
quite sufficient importance and they do not want to inflate him any 
futther. Cristieh is devofed to Stoyadinovich and was very pleased 
when I said that, six months after his death, Stoyadinovich will still be 
the head of the Government. He b a strong man and no one will 
take his power from him. 

Pirelli pru-Eugli: h as ever and anxioin for an agreement. He igreed 
• ’boat the si i iiual nrepuredness of the Italians for war, but :r» worried 
about the lack r fgnjd. When I said that, like Maelvavelli, if I have tu 
choost 1 etween r ;old and iron, 1 choose iron, he replied: ‘That’s all 
right i) \ ou have the iron.’ Pirelli is a capitalist—he is afraid of war, 
and thinks about his interests, including those that he possesses in 
England. 

Grand] telephone, that in to-day’-* conversation with Eden a tep 
forward was made We .shall see. 

Conversations with Phillips and Holla die latter for information 
about r110 process of flic London talks, i don t want then* to be any 
suspicions of n in Tokyo. 

< roga has resigned - apparently in consequence of a f ranco Anglo- 
Kti .i.m inti r\entioii to protect the Jew . 

1 . b k i auv i». Ago. (I with \oIpi about vui'»UM ai rangemeiUs for 
the H< lgradc Exhibition. 

(#i and ; ’s rcpori o»t yesfr*.lay's ■ < >n ma.h ion has not yet arrived. Hut 
the nfcnmtioh .1 j.re: is ; Irr.ulv pricking die bubble ol an imuiinuit 
agreement between Italy and England 

n,r- .Meeting between the l 1 imo r and Sehusehnigg will take place ai 
Herelin sgaden »u moi a.,/, it is an event of guat interest. f or dir 
pjr . o' il is secicl r ill\ secret. Nothing Inis leaded out. yet. But it 
proves ij d the * du b intentions tow* T Andna have not altered 
fir ili wursr 'vm.ily. Muslin • on tin other hand h;Iuo.int more 
r 1 ciic;»1 G r M u this mmnme Iled »• r G in mVoiir of the n.wilicalion 
t>f \usi i io Any I hint/ that is n *l thorough going is not safe, a.* the i. l( 
of K» amj '.in move/;. 

I lui\ < premised i* 0,000 Inc to J >e! wn:< io raise the brne of the 
ntctainiu' ' 1 ol l!l( ( ’' rr, “' 111 v *‘ 1 u ' !a ‘ 1 hr li;ul inlendu 1 (O keep ,t 
uirf (ttl p fr text • f the scant) I'.nam uil rc■ • nl tl A ;<iaaiio n . 
l don’t li' ibis Del Croix, and I ask myself \ bat sense there i i h 
h< d of so mi nj •/nuine and honourable worn ded 
fl ( f(Uv \ kii y b, at unfortunate !mt lias shown no purlieu, at 
r ( |J ni \\v all know the circumstances in which he wn . 
\nd it is impossible to forget his attitude in 1994. All the 
I, .Mu t changed ins mind. If t wi tic* barometer goes t«» 


1 0,111 v l 

signs of hr 
Won alrd 
more as he 


"jmi , , he will Icavr id in 


the lurch again. 
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February in. The Grandi-Eden talks don't seem likely to commit 
us very far. 1 believe that Great Britain would like to reach a settle¬ 
ment about Spain—that is why they let us glimpse the possibility of an 
understanding. In die face of which we have remained colder than they 
can have expected. Farinacci has replied with a downright attack. He 
informed me of his intention of writing an article of the kind and 1 saw 


no reason to prevent it. 

There, is an attack on me in Choc , saying that 1 represent the real 
danger to peace, because 1 nave no feelings of Latinity and want to 
turn the tragedy to my own advantage. It is very exaggerated, but 
there is an element of truth in it My conception of the Fascist Empire 
is not of something static. We must go on advancing. And it is reason¬ 
able enough that the haves should be worried. As for Latin solidarity, 
u h methinp invented by the French whenever they want other people 
to get themselves blown to bits on their* behalf. 

1 ha\e agreed v idi Wvsocki on the essentials of the programme for 
Beck's vie. Aroibei incident which will not go down well in Paris. 
Who cares:’ 

The Roumanian crisis is obscure. Meanwhile a man describing 
himself -r Butenko, tlie Soviet Charge d Aflai es who disappeared 
from Bu i.an .-i. ha y veil himself up ai the Ojicslura in Mil; <• He 
has no papers \vlii« 1 > piove hi:, oiatemeiitx. He may In* simply a 
lunatic or a mischief-maker. In any case 1 am having him sent on to 


Rome. 


Fj "KUARY i ). h'gnora Sarlatti wants t< go to America toi a lecture 
tour. I wili talk about it to the Duce, ; hough I myself regard her as one 
■ yf the very f( w women cripabh ol presenting us in a good light abroad. 
She talkc ) to lie* .Jioin the J(. ,/i h question wuh obvious anxiety and 
plea•(■<; i j learn my moderate views on th( subject. In any ease 
she already kn..*v about the l c i of making ;• public announemieni 
of a leassuring kind a the near futun . 

I he P l rep -ri\ of the Hli ler-Sehus* am g conversation point to a 
:: lc*u nazili. , " u of \usir a. 1 lie Am* hlluo is inevitable. Hie only 
tlum; to d«» : • b e * I as lull;; as po • ible. 

B ii.nko is ii| P.oini . i * - ! Ir si. <1 to cc me. J vvdl only ;:rc b 1 
when tie has be en definii i; identic- d. 1 have sent 'or *n -iTieial ol tin 
l.( raib-N ill Hurti .I- t ie -oh , e make ertain at Ins m* nut 


Fmjiu io i . A q e l day. The Once i: bn*' 1 ' ‘oun I mom - 
tains, I>ut ; !,:ru„ t conferred with him yet. The »<",'* *m Vi,ana 
< onfirm.s that tl.« iia/ification of Austria - w P . mess as a uo.it. oj .be 
berditrsf>adc)i mceline 

T l;>lk >.1 i . J-iuiam . >1 our military rrl.itim- •'*». '»minmy. II* 

Is. *i . li'.iilil |„ Hi,. -1,100(1, < • jiiviuiol inrviubUil;. ol >\,u v "li 
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estern powers. He regards the spring of 1939 as the most favour¬ 
able moment for us. We shall have completed our preparations for t he 
supply of munitions, which for small anus are at present inade¬ 
quate, and France and England will be going through their period 
of most acute crisis. Parian! believes in the success o ! a sudden 
lightning war. Attack on Egypt, attack on the fleet, invasion of 
France/ The war will be won at Suez and in Paris. I suggested that 
it might be useful to form immediately a secret Italo-German war 
committee. He likes the idea and, now that illomberg 1 has been 
removed, he think it. is possible. We shall toll, lo the Ouee about if 
I suggested studying plans for an invasion of Switzerland as a 
means of attacking France. He agrees -uid thinks it a good idea. 

I also suggested landing Italian troops at l r, <t Said and Suez, all this 
as part of the surprise operations. It n °uhl be easy to arrange for 
the picM-ncc of troop transports lor East Aiiica at the eight 
moment. He approves and will pass on my .suggestions for .1 

technical examination. . 

\i genline Ambassador, has become Minister foi 

He is a disagreeable man and no friend of oujs. 


Cant i In, the 
Foreign Atlairs. 

I'i.uruaky p. Received Manacord.i-and IGvohni. 

The Dace lire seen the Austrn-Gcrm.m A-.rccnu nt. «. >ays hr 
ri .aids d .« ;■ lexical and inevitable •'.•volopment m the relamms 
between two German countries. In comment.,.* on what has hap¬ 
pened it is „ <.( .0 emphasize that it is A q.ii otr ,. o, wo German 

countries, f,..«•«!. - to prove that she is still independent, Aus.ru ou M ht 
to it tin the Ant i-(. ’onuntern Pact. 

J | With l.Olld' 111 . 1 have Ill .1 trie,,ram 'ilimmi.l,. 

■ arc ready to treat, on the basis already staled, once 
rl, ucd TtIn Spanish problem Meanwhile H is imeic.-.i- 
thai Lcl fit’s .eport of his coitvc, alio., with t h.iniH is wr- 
• i, it drawn up by Grand., in (hat l’clcn makes 
ornc paft oi the initiative'. 1 hall not soul 
f (I,,, dot,uncut, as u is not nlfogethn clear wlut his 


As regard? re 
up our p dicy : vv< 
the ground i 
ing to noli 
diJfcrent Irotfi 
n responsible loi 

< tiaiidi a ct)py 

p .... |. written v. i)ifilom>:ika No. ' I himself mi the 

' | )r p|,. 11:i,ic■ |l describes ii. in - p ie ot its alnr .st ei.ru ihn- 

’ " m.iswpir*-'- nl'anti-Scmiti. propaganda. l ot »mpmt 
", . S( if,.. <>‘i- iv ing that the Jewish slate '-'tshi d lor In, 

Fdc'iit'. Ontlo ground th.d uv mu l. safeguard 


game 

The 

Jewish quest 
tory form, as 
I have • onlu 
him ought not in b< 

•iati us with ihe A<a 

|j|i> irilv*rc£, f K-rrean i> i 10 1 \\»u, 10,11 **• 


our rcl 

. 'V ” ,[ ieh vm made tl «• pretext foi hfo 
C. truly iu.uIc jr» und^o'iM. man >, 

«pnalion. , , nl , n l? 

lur.ordiu a p*o-i * 


I fy had 
:n forced 


Urofc'i 


• Guido N cbm 


. i ;i i ul.olit writer 



UIA O DIARY 


itiTARY if>. Butenko has been recognized by the Stefani corre¬ 
spondent from Bucharest. I saw him this morning at the Ministry. Hr 
doesn’t seem to me a man of much character. But he was so confused 
and frightened that it. would be premature to pass judgment on him. 
He even asked that the guards, instead of staying in the corridor, 
should take up permanent residence in his hotel bedroom. I have 
passed on his statements to die Giornale d'ltqlit and by means of the 
foreign press, wireless, etc., 1 am building up the sensational news. It 
s a pood piece of anti-Soviet propaganda, which must be properly 



exploited. 

Auer seeing the Duce I drafted a long letter to Grandi. I am telling 
him that .he must give a touch of the :« cclerator to the London nego¬ 
tiations. Whatever the result is to be, it is important to know it. Events 
may soon prevent the manoeuvres which to~d y arc still possible—but 
perhaps only for a little v hilc longer. 

On the Chancellor’s instructions Berger-Waldenegg has talked • ■ me 
about the results of the Berchtcsgaden meeting, t expected to 4 nd him 
crushed. On the conlmi;, he was calm and hopeful of gentnne colla- 
Ybraiion with Germany. I am more sceptical. I advised him to suggest 
to Vienna joining, the Tripartite Pact. It would be a proof of Amt) I-n 
independence. 

Ccnvc - with Dlondcl— a survey of the situation -nd a hint at 
the possibility of a pi css truce. 


Fr.rkti uv 17. A dinner-party at home yesterday, with many 
diplomats. 1 talked to GriMicli about tiie Austiian situation. Wr 
Op i d eijr li .11■ f.* -llalv a. 1 Yugoslav i;i are in a 1 Menuoal ( >-»sitiou 
wit 11 regard to pan-Gen nun .hj. .1 hey ar« worse off than we .nc • 
becau'.e they :ne siror?;; and because tlicv have n a a h a solid 
natur; I barrier tor a frontier In any case, there i nothing to la h>ne. 
but as (he Auto ia.u eo k« nrl i 1: found his way- or almost imo tlu* 

t nuini j)ot «-u! M ih 1 urn 1 , U is indispensable, that 'I,.* bod, 
between iCona and B< igi.uU should be Purlin r strengthened, a. ' 
mm always b « in nnd that H uv . y and Pnb M too .ue in a 

Nil 


»triihtr situation. < ■ ’• mu I think we h. mid P< 1 di ' 

fh»» 1 1 on of an Mliarm with Yugoslavia. s hoM/.onia) A:', i* ill 
1 aaL j; 1 .i 1 >If dir *xiM< ikt ' ’he . itical Axrn 

A lion. in( Mental converse lion wi l*N ifh, with v ’ 
or Ics die 1 uguage of tht fir sent to Grandi. 
l..uly Chum 1 ,i.j-la.’.i ua• monu.-.K-shf ha-. i.o« yt-i «*• ■ ‘ * "'P 1 - to 

lict U10 oi Feb 1 IH 1 r . 

I 11 ceived hill ps aid ax m le ih usual • ■ the aiialm 

; j,. .,;,k r r 1 *1...11.hf ,.r in.- dinfiLu'ct n>rut brtwr u Eden :mcj 


u 1 used move 
did ihe sam with 

1 i'CCkVr> 


j liill ] and wt made ll 
- whut 1 thought of tie disagree in 
Chamberlain. J aai» 1 that I * a«I no pi'u nr in' ■ 


ntion, bur that in an 


WIST^ 
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-rr»sc I should h;: c preferred to base an undcrsfaiming %'. , i• I London on 
a unanimous ‘feeling’ 1 rather than on the dissension between these iv. o 
statesmen. 

Wrote Informazione Diploinaica No. 15, about Austria. 

February 18. The Ou< e was in a mood of irritation with the 
Cermam this morning, over the manner in v, Inch they have acted in 
the Austrian buMuc'.s. T the fn*it place they ought to bare given uv 
warning-but not a word. And then, if instead of halting at the 
position they in e reached, they should want to go onto a real, proper 
Anscliluss, a general situation would be treat ci entirely differ , .t to 
that in which the A::.--* was formed, arid it would become necessary 10 
re-examine th?* whole position. 

T took the opp •*! unity of finding wya If "• ith Hesse, athu- 1.inching 
with him an » die Prince i.f Piedmont, to talk to him as a friend, quite 
Irankly. I have made a Minute of the conversation 

(> oidi h ;s been i.-c« ivctl by Chamber am, but 1 have no infomia- 
lion on the rcsuJt of the ulk. On the telephone he was very raker,I 
- a reticence, it seemed to me, not inspired solely l.y th, lea, ,,| 
interception. 

1’ mkuxky m. Conn il •»( Mini* 1 *!*’ 

I ■ ivc invited N i.usclmiRfC to publish details ul the par. played by 
|,;,lv .nallihi: a.iancri a. He ,"r. about de^erm, appeal, 

Juan \;rrnia rental iiswere, I .»<>•' he. .mod.,' I. II., iruili 

i ip,a ".<• onlv learnt about '.he whr'c thiny alter the Art when 

,|,ere W,,s ,.„pov.,!,le alternative and nothing remained lor US but to 
aive out approval I" wh.tf Sclius, hniitK had <l..nc. 

1 lave id .. I' leta aplled i„ Herlin to le. il be know>. I Inti the. I'' . r il, 

bi.. s.H-celi sh-a.ld mk^.,1 can „>l. to pm thv hie,id id,- ! Ita.vona 

r , v, . ,ah that of Poland, >s eei.am a' i.uian ol A'ailitu mi rated 
j n)i ,'| ll We. .should leave no doubt about our .(action to tins. 

(b ' ,ii l,;e. mb.•' step i.awar.l m his conversation It really .reins 
, l,n 1 y\c may be,in ooil. J' ever l Ilf less. »' • ... >i’, espres, 
h., : . bron ;ht me a Vfr) forcible protest ab a. a colonial 

,• , llU . , rt in„« il.. . strikes :,u odd note, on the 

< l nr ' ' ‘ M V. ‘ 1 , n( ; •*j o>'»*« t »nn. F.vi rylhing •*< •• * ;lt Ldcn, 
morrow o ' l)l( , Chamberl -in, I'- si ill iryin*; u> 

Vf.ie; ih P '• , a t l!l< ne-e. >i;.a. e, b.,( k where die'- I" !,;.in li.i: 

IITh iu.indi',.. 1 '" d ... II,r 

. .... 

A h.Tiic day the idtlc *rV sperjt m Beilin iimi i 

a,., xk', £d.n,-Oh uoherlain split, ntoslly ov-r y I icy 

I isi.M in London c*u 1 "ic * 

Unvarirt Italy. 


<SL 




1 hi JIfif »«h in 1 original. 




Cl A NO* S DIARY 


§L 


According to telegrams from Attolico and Magistrati the Fuhrers 
speech was good as regards us and mostly directed against Great 


Biitain. On Austria too., although the word ‘independence’ doesn’t 
appear once, his pronouncements seem fairly satisfactory. Austria is 
considered to he a national entity and not a German province. At 
least for the present. 

In London the crisis is on. The Duce has been telephoning from 
Termimllb 1 for information eveiy half-hour. The situation is fluid. 
Eden re: igned at i p.m. and appeared a' the Cabinet after his resigna¬ 
tion. The Cabinet meeting lasted until 6.30, when it was adjourned 
until after dinner. Eden w:: cheered by the crowd when tie left, surly 
and alone, with shouts of‘Eden Prime Minister’. Labour, Liberals, 
and left-wing Conservatives have already, tabled a motion in favour ot 
Eden. The crisis is perhaps one of the most important width ] as ever 
taken place it may mean peace or war. 1 have authorized Grandi to 
take any step which may add an arrow to Chunib' lain s cjuitcr. Art 
Eden Cabinet would have as its aim the fight ug; uist the dictatorships 
—Mussolini’.- (Mi. I am waiting for news at the Ministry. Th 1 Ducc 
went to bed at 10. Sign', of the times—the English arc working on 
Sunday, while the Italian Chief enjoys his ‘week-end’. 


1 ; ai' v vi. It was at .1 party at the Cnlonnas that I learnt of 

Eden's tail lmt night. There was a general cheer at ihc news. Ihe 
Pii,ice and Princess 3 of Piedmont were there, and the Prince insisted 
on drinking several toasts with me. From the Colonnas’ l •ave in¬ 
structions lor the press not: to Ik too triumphant—wc don’t want to 


turn F.dcn into a victim of Fascism, in fact tin papers (O-day present 


what has happened as the n imal dcvelopnwu* of an ini* rnal British 
Cabinet m«is. Perth, who - tal ing it well, telephoned this morning to 
suggest that I shot' 1 do just what 1 had already done 

Con . waion with I.agaiclelli:, 4 b.:. !: from Parts, fheold words and 
1 In: old chnmes—the whole thin, out of dale, now because of this 

XJriiitfh business . 

(irandi telephoned a br.'f account ufhis conversation with L*n xmw i- 
J r .jufiniif(]. . v r ire read to hr;-in negotiations < > ,hr 
*iJrciuJy Elated. It « cujs that instructions will b< sent to j d» as ‘oon 

a possible. . . . . . » 

I settled I he pi'»;;iammc - J leek's v< it uh the hole, i m JL 
The ],rrss will have to refrain l.om giving ii an 1 l ‘ cn ‘ ' <•'vuac.tr 
ii„ eved itself is suliiacnlly anti-(Tench, and tb.*< ■ ’"> "« '<1 to 
emphasize the fact ui )>riot. 


I'rniT illo. i svjnii ? si * f < unc in (hr Ahro /i. 

* In I'lurllnh ii fhr* '•rtgmn! . i . f .1 n i • 

Mar-' wif. 1 Prime f:,.h.,to and »i"<r •-■( h 1 "I*"" * "" 

1 .ft-atii'-iic, u IVrni Ii diplomat 




Sercggi 1 has invited me in the name of Zog to he a witness to his 
marriage on April 26. I have accepted. I still firmly believe in my 
programme for Albania and anything that can enhance our prestige 
and our influence must not be neglected. 


February 22. A long Council of Ministers. When [ got back to 
the Palazzo Chigi late in the afternoon, I found Perth waiting in the 
ante-room. 7 have made a Minute of our conversation. 1 want to add 


that he didn't seem to me at all distressed by Eden’s departure—he 
blushed like a child when 1 paid him a compliment on the work he has 
accomplished. It is odd how easily the English blush--much more than 
we Latins. Shyness or modesty? 

Conversation with Lesson.n, very worried because the Party has 
started proceeding:' against him on accounl ol De Bono’s accusation 
about his Diploma ol the Man'll on Rome. Lessona has drawn up a 
memorial in his own defence. Very weak- ns the only witness of his 
participation in the march he cites a dead man, Dario Lupi.- 1 t c asked 
me to intervene. He realises that d. battle will end in his defeat. 
But is he really worth saving? 

Ward Price** 1 asked for an interview with the Dime or with me. h 
doesn’t .seem to ire a suitable momen 1 . I confined myscli to giving him 
•oinc gene*.11 information about th( forthcoming negotiations and 
denying the rumour dial we have asked London foi a loan. 

Thir gs aie going well in Spain. Tend h.v uccn retaken and tin* 
troops are advancing Ikrti thinks it is possible 1.0 reach the < 1 and 
is asking Franco to use our dw Lions. The Dm » has si u franco a lim* 
telegram, irgmg him on to fight and telling him he mu hoosr between 
using lie* 1 egionanrs in battle and sending them home. 


1 p 11 RUA R\ Jg,. Seine elmigg h scut, by way of Uhigi, the fme.in.-n: 
,j ids fort hr■* ming speech vshu.li e >ncvrns Italy It i good for one 
tldf.i’ it gives the lie 10 tin rumouts of a ehanjy* in out attitude towards 
Austria.* What itt Lu t ornld ve <e>? Muia a war with Get mam ’ At the 
fust shot we fin d 1 vn> Austrian, without a in Jr rwcnliou, would 
i ,11 in behind the Dcrju.m. agait .a as. 1 have thanked .aehuseliniyg 
U)( j j liv ,. a i o0 SU gg.^tc * I that he should make it clear that the iiule- 
i'• tide ore of Austria is based on the will and deti. 1 min ition of the 
Aii iii.j- jirople and not on the uncertain guarantees olTorcign at.-.. 
A country whoso independence is assured bt outsiders is dually 

finished. . . , , . 

\ lies.nu- jh .11 Sp »in is .-onf.mimg vtciottoie I . i <a' u imi-a exploit 

h| ijir ‘ ^ s l y () ( j ir n:in osl and use the favourable situation which I 1:1 

. . . n -c., ,,-i \diti . f t*■ ^ hi/ A»g and Alban. mi M,.,bh , in Knnir 

t ‘ 1 1,1 : ' ' < ‘ (., r i.Jnraiiim in Mu s* >tiniN ha Lnvniiuvni in 

Dane f aij»i, V »»* ■ • ‘ 1 




I icnrgr W 


;?f ) r ,,'t of the Duly 
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arisen as a result of military and political events. Ii he misses this 
exceptional opportunity oo, it will be a definite proof of Ins made 
nuacy fortune is not a train which passes every day at the same time 
- -nor an honest woman who gives herself once and for all. She is a 
prostitute who offers herself fleetingly and then passes on to others. II 
you can’t marram to seize her by the hair, you 1-. e her 
' Farewell visit from Cantilo. who is shortly 1cmng for Argentina, 
without much entbu,i;.. di for what he wilf have, tp do. 


1’r.niMiAKV t. Talked to Cristich ab't ut the Slavminorities in 
Vcnc/h. Giulia. In order to help Hioyadmovtch in a parliamentary 
debate, 1 said that wc arc still prepared to do something on their be halt, 
thm.-h what we could do I don’t know-.-they an. quiet people md ask 
for iiitilling. II only the German;, in the South lyrol were equally 

docile. . T i 

Mon Id warned to survey the European scene, pausing at London 

;in ,[ Vienna. I expounded some or our idea- about Austria, he wig. 

obli' - d to admii that they are realistic. 

Ward 1 ri- e < attic o. say good-bye t • me before returning to London. 
\nioti other tilings be .aid that St Ims. Imtgg bad said to him that 
Ital, : 'protection it Air.tna w.>: inrapab'c ol practical realization. 
be< .a o', if Oi.e lull- r wldicr set foot on Austrian ten tony, the result 
would be an union sn,ree against us. He also said ilia, in a «'*ceni 
eonver:a ion Goring gave him to understand tlim in Berlin .duwtUni 
had inoie or Ic given the Gunn >ns a live hand in Austria v.io.'.iii 
untrue. Coring added that in any c - .< fr is a German question, in 
which other powers are not permitted to interfere -the other power;. 

including, so Ward Pri < says, Italy. 

I'll - Uucc has tclcphoi.nl to say that Schuschnigg made a strong 

speech, on the line ; of our mfo'wstioi.s. 

i'. n.WA tv 2,. I he Du • va. ve. pleasul wim ^l.usel..ig;jA 

, , ,,,i h hr heard on the win less. > w was pane .. a • 

L end a i t:." <tf d.e Assembly, which has given him won . “ U 

.he of Anuria. Hr says that Ausi.un * .itrioiism w il 

. ..ir«* ..".T . !"X; ... w 

;n» ol' uniliiriu.M .m«l Icuul. ' 1»H a d »<, I 

: 

. .. n.-.' 1 " " W 

, >(i» iue e . .. md the ;th Mottling \ ■■'kola mo' 

!'.nl s' h a striking muuss. , .vit 1 London ami 

Villain asked me lm f "I our cotr.tiM" 


• i , livrtiis Contral r.uropi I 

' r rt ' \ '\ p i'T " mi,'” i .rt'.e-ihh ^wv.-.-n with 

' ,l,;u n 1 f V . Axis but to stand beside u 

J on ion 'S not intended to iepl..< t die • 
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' ' 1 00k leave of von Hassel. A brief, cold, hostile conversation. I feel 
not 1 he slightest remorse at having caused the removed 01 this man, who 
was a bacl servant of his country and of the cause of German-Italian 
friendship. He mav perhaps have tried to overcome his hostile senti¬ 
ment.;, but he did not succeed— he belongs, fatally and memorably, i«. 
the world of Junkers, who cannot forget 1914 and, because they are at 
heart hostile, to Nazism, have no sense of the solidarity of the two 
regimes. Besides, von Hassel knew Dante too well. I district foreign rs 
who know Dante. They try to puli a last one on us with their 
poetry. 


Fkiu . k . Hie Czechoslovak Minister 1 came to protest about 
dir article in 1 he i'rinnui/e n L ha stating that Denes- had told a foreign 
diplomat that as early •» 192;} hi had recommended ‘getting rid < 
Mussolini. ! lie iufbrmuiiou wa> pi-vided by u» and , nines nom utr 
deciphering ol a telegram from the french Minmct in l eague. J think 
that vc oiH.t nou Lo release the document Jo the pn ss, putiicularly as 
certain -biff.n. •; Bcnesofthi other Lillie fcutcntc commies 

may lead to a viol, ni controversy, perhaps even .1 (.ri i 

Received Spahn the Yugoslav Minister ol Uanmumentions. 

The Duo i ;i very irritated by the tact that Franco continues to keep 
air iuntci r forces oul of anion and has not ausveed his Ic.i *r. Hr 
has giv n older. t< r the aircraft in the Balearic Islands a abM.iui lioui 
.! I oper itions unt; our infantry too is ns* d i h»v idler »s is deploying 
the u a .ili* of the Hoops - of in liar iplu have be com.* 11101c 

li jueiit and i<> tin* lust 1 m, dicre have been h-o- aious lb* 

< mini 1 y too In tired of the afluifs • 1 S|* Mit« 

\V.nr to 1. station to v.Hroio- t.ri.ziani 1 l.c l>i« was theie, u. i 
t | j ,■ , ' the uppra Jiirr.irt'iv. civil mni imbltii ' hil\ Hido-lin 
vv , ; , , SS | t nj. TJiewelci me of tin name! ■ a on tin who!.-, ou.Mnio- 1 
r <-fnr> «.r i v.aio.th whirl, fnl. 'l to e. .»'/•••-. In tin car tin 
Lv : sa’ul ' ■ me ‘Hra-. •. n nmM have Urn phv (I that I .nnln.uavl 
dm. Hr fi mi a.lit well, but he has ■ o.enicu badly. 


p ( ^ „ _• ,y_ 1 ]ni ; , Mori .ice. wilt re , e -.n ni'-il the I uhi. i’■ 

, -(O.iintMl rny.e! i.li (he preparations. All ...limrable, 

l lr n lo Leffhi Ml. .md finally <") to 'I man 

, v \|;\rriage d th« I-d , v nici:n«M. :i Mud* -mitunii. 

, i )• ■ i i »‘ in at i ,: { ' k 1 a i< 1 .11US' > ’ 1 e I a i« 1 1 

good .W She is not ^Mool:,' .and 
, , . I .tlkm-ukv. Miiiisl.* Imi.c Tl' H. I-'-m.- * •'fc.ixli 

* !* 1 tHl i .■ I Iv ikt ‘ * 1 j. * ^ 


, , u-lo c*l S', 

I «.!' .v MImi l*( ’.irlidli, w 


a mi - King ol Italy .In Ini.’ . Couio o Mu. .. 

;p. licV.OVC 
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getting on in > ears. And as if she wasn’t old enough already, the priest, 
in rcadin r the certificate, added on ten years to her age by mistake! 
A dip of the tongue which die bride will not f rget. 


Afternoon with the Fascists -very comradely and friendly, 
in dr train 1 had a talk with the Princess of Piedmont. 


March r. Nothing particularly important while 1 v \as away. 

(n :,pitr of our prrsr.urr Franco refuses to drive the Teruel ac tion 
home, l ie sugg*. ;ts another plan, in the Belchite rector, to be put into 
operation in ten days. Ber i would have preferred to operate at Teruel, 
bui he ij not unfiwOtirable lo Franco’s proposal. 

1 rrpoi , l to the Du< r on n y visit lo Turin. He agreed when J told 
him of my unprevsioi, th.it monarchism there is half-h-arted- when i 
Lp ke ol the Hous< ol Savcw i > my rjm ' eh the n was almost no reaction, 
while the n.mie of the Dure was giccled with endless acclamations. 

1 have i tuned Ci! i li< ii i copy of the Prague telegrams. It transpires 
bom tlr ui th.it Penes called Yugoslavia and Koumania ‘cowardly’. 
‘This si .,,11 main Bclgi..de si, np and tilink. 

Salata has given me some unpublished and very sn »ous details of the 
Hitler Scl ra lmigg meeting. 1 he violence <i the Chanerlloi was 
apparently something unheard of. At the slightest sign of resistance he 
tin 1 ' atened to occupy Sal/.hurt . Schu.ichmgg i. r, >\v thinking of holding 
c> ].*lebisi it,on the results ol \ lr h the d( • isn u Ibi t j><: hi tare of \uMria 
would depend. In hi.s opinion, die piognostics should be favourable to 
iin: Patriotic from. Bui ; f he is wrong, doesn't it mean an immediate 
i risist* 1 \ it right to take rhe risk.’ 


Maucjji j. hast night at the Coh'unas* I In an I that D’Annunzio 1 
had ditd, and received a message about going to (Janlone with the 
ft.tec. We !< ft t P tin morning. I ca ft ay that the lame was vr i y 
moved. H • Consider, that D'Annunzio had an cm-able Ian ;i 
glorious and hcroii lit* . endio m .uo- • n death at ail age vduch it is 
naioralti M-» r a?d . d»e term of lilc. I lc to’. i mr t h it tin news ran. to 
him la ' «l tcl» phone t ;d I from Prefect R i//.o,“ win ) ira'd liter itiy 
thc^se w‘onl! I am mmiv i<> haa< to give vou son ' good news! A slip 
».f the tougiH which I . o . the fr« tin hi i'r |. lie* m >r\ glad , • ! ■ 
quit ol iiJH job at la 4 • 

l),» Duo \vti. hi! I o| j * raise l«*r I )\\in m .cd ivity a* soldier and 


ol his plays, but 


i 11; < j j < •! til. no < Is 1 lit ' i I a t c*u a rds a > ! miIi',v j el i s ■ J t h< ilJ or* 


p< ilil a iai » and •' o foi hi . heroic. po»wy 

egards as 

I t lit II < Of n • v. I f mud I iia t I )’. \ I mil Ur ) of • »I C wll* »h t >< lia S, < • 1 w id) 
a < j -iii the • a glue ’n spit e «.« bu* la* 1 lh;i ‘ l« • tin first .seven or m ! I 
year In* made no overt n< t oi 


ndhea n 


| g however, he had taken 


1 < dilo •• n >1 A iln 11 nnttif pm - am vinnn, "vl v mini 

W drivatnti •*!i. •, a 1 .. i. - pl.u r t ( a • .. ; * I «.»! »i 



a stand against us in 1924, he would, the Dwv thinks, have been a 
dangerous opponent because of his large following among the young. 


T received a telephone call at Brescia in the evening, telling me that 
Lord Halifax will be obliged to receive the Negus and that he able me 
not to attach any importance to this and not to start a press attack. So 
be it nevertheless (lie interview will create a bad iinuu nion. I have 
had this made clear to the English Embassy. 

Max on 3. The funeial took place this morning. I went with the 
Duce by car and throughout the journey he did nothing lut remark on 
the large quantities of scrap iron to be found in the counii .ide. He 
believes that the total for Italy must Lv* five or six million tons. lie 
thinks of requisitioning this ‘open-cast mine in the event of an emer¬ 
gency. It might suffice tc provide iron for a year of war. 

On the journey bat I: 1 had a long conversation with De Bono, who 
talked at length ihcur the Mattcutti 1 affair c -d told m< tin teal ti .ub. 
He, ] > e Bono, knew nothin'; about it. As hu the rest of tie- nmy, I ihall 
remember it without putting it on paper Bi 1 why did the old in m 
talk to me? 1 rhaps because he h<r: full confidence in m> discretion. 
Personally, in his place, 1 should ha\e held my tongue —on principle. 

i he vise of the < \-Negus seems to have no significance. Meanwhile 
v ( learn from the English that they are going to get into touch with 
Berlin a.s well, with a view to a gem ial pacification. 

M n 1 1 1 unco has replied to the Dun with a very comprcht n- 

letter, :n which he sen, forth t!u reasons for th • postponement ol 
td< grand ullcu n* . i 'w r ( 111 1 1 is dial the Red Ion < i 1 A* inri.i:, l»a(I 
not been liquid ced rapid! * moneli .md 1! . a w<ie .till Mumt' r> nire.s 
‘ 1 resist .tii< e thr p , \v{ < h mpm ed 1 1 *<* pn i*ik c . >i Nut i ninth"* n ops, 

Now tlu iii.ii him; s in gear .md franco's forecast he the future is 

pi U' (ijH.nihUC. III. In.lic'-H ihut the Red*i ha 10 v ipacil k ,r 

u dsi' 11 a e lei and tf ui at the In si .erinns shm k they n nisi col lu] lie 

,| uiln 0 » ■ il ini' « 1 l.tno % moral and 11 • uci ial to the pres* n c of our 
.jiipti lU:. I>■ -ih ii coiticidN nd it" i' imi >f the h i 1 ?* phased Hie 
1 )hce l tr toll i'j»ly I* moil 1 ' .di an uuutimo- that he i 1 dung 
L I s i 0 iC i \ir 1 1 lie volume ■ • '. Spain. The One** wav ve* v •. ms ,| 
Vv g| poinfr-cl om j liowiei in th*- .tatcineut on D'Antum/ioVs death 
di;o.|, ,j, l,v die \i udem : 1 In lips anil his ham s were nevei we ary 
1.1M1 . , ni , # , He ittributed it o lonne'lii,-whom I»-• deu rihes as 

a h lu 1 *ui< enthusiast 

| 1( , Mpit, Mm, • . if I v; 1 itv .111*1 imr * i tlu I im ouu.poKvn . J»|•< ' v * 1 <! 

- ! h i'' 1 ' !'i I 'll M il)( III l« ! 1 

\[,nl i . ,j|T# r«‘<l I n ' ‘'h ^ Dr !’• in*, nt n •••■ •! (Ik • nen<h e 

' | 1 r ' |ulitv lor It mu* . wv, uo -onl ol < unglu Uv in tin • rin** Uh 

"ij.uaol i*> , j, ' • , <■ .uni'' t»f thr Senate I hr tluo up ivno. of thr ,...|ii.-l 

iiuipIi k-i. V lM (lir ,j fU1( | , . m 1 to jo yran* impfisMncncm in 101* 

Hi in i*i»jiiifclil 4 pi • «»r of S’uisWn 
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, /Grand i. has confirmed what I more or lc>. knew .already about tilings 
in London. Hr agrees with me in believing that, if we don’t get an 
agreement widii.i two months itliin lluce Eden will be head of the. 
Government and within four wr shall all he \\r iring unifouu. 

I received (he Eriner of the Ycmni , 1 Dc Vecelii, the iPortuguese 
Min 1 , m, and the Dutch Minisiu, with hh credentials in order. He 
seems to lr* a classic diplomat, with a monocle, and many professional 


reminiscences. 

Merlin has given us the rcporl >1 the Hitler-I lenderson 3 conversation. 
The Ftthrcr was very Hard and the results absolutely negative. 


March r y The l)uoe La, replies, to luanco with an admirable 
telegram- good wishes U r vu.tory ai\d a promise to gi\e ail further 
asdMunrr within the limit ol mr eiononue «ap:e ity and within the 
framework ot internal ionul relation-. 

The new:; from Austria gets orse and worse* in Styria die Nazis 
arc in control of’everything, the streets md the barr.u ts. In the other 
provinces the’v sue nicking rapid progress. 1 ople arc beginning to talk 
of Styss-rruiuarl 8 as Chancellor, with the specific task ol dig-ng the 
grav« of Austiinn independence. f I he Ouec is now strongly < Hied oi 
S< hnnschnigg’s speech, which he Ends wain nig in tact fovi.u'ds Grr- 
in;my ami the Jh’fihrer. Schusdinigg talked big without having any 
p l i ability or means of doing anything. 

i jti ii ni the Ealaec. lie iving again spoke ill ‘ 1 b ihn au I told 
me not to trust the German*—th< y are, in his opinion, always wanting 
in loyalty and always telling lies. 

In die uLoinoMi I saw Vnlpi ibont t’h lk*!gr;nh- Exhibit m and 
mlai minor nini otv He is vei < j !r e i d at die iinprovetiKuii in < • union, 
with t union. In view nfwh.u he hu been told by Seh.r i i, W'hom hr 
. . y f h.u hi n , > r f njt o r>, jn . h’ ., he bcle \'('6 tliai Germany will 

be obliged .ointd • v u l\ her shortage ‘’flats. 1 !u: ay to a ml a war 

is to help t in many t<‘ gel b; k hei «>ld «< •Innies. 

Al \ !m it 1 I In- !),<,< b.e! *i moment r i hue in griel dii:> n "ining. 

|Jr told n that hr i ;i.«He *'Anmin do. t i* true that tin*, “I n an 
riieant < »y halt ua ■ . !>. , but b<* w dierr, and 1 1 • time to time 

fheic would b< a m * - h i man h u. lb* l ■nr* admitted that 

D’Anmiudo ha 1 counted lia a I’«l in bes life. Undoe *t -'b h< he lped 
to ft ; tin « hi»’ at tc * isl its < i l e*i rn 

I'Vdi r/.oui aim meed n.» n • tin., m *rning tlmf he. is 1 h< ! irwider i 
of ihi A< idem/ He aid hi phased to lie i». avm.; d 1 '- r, ati ) 
m r< pis it \ •;!) a ! «h » a- '• 

* I'riiu n S« «f » * bln*a I Ivi iii, »ri "i»r! hi nl ili* 1 •mini V n) * * 

* Si» M#vile I It luln «>ti MiJitnli Anilnn i* n ICi lin "|M a 

i >c. \i turkey I»h|‘ i i in •» 1 ,;i . *’ '■ 1,11 

■ in mini « ■ upnuoi 
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1 received Reck at the station. 'The Chief, without knowing him, has 
a lively antipathy for him, through that curi* ir gift which men have 


lor batin or loving without ever having seen. I am bound t > say that 
as usual his instinct is right*—ar rival sight Reek is an unsympathetic 
character, who product's a chi 11 around him. I he reception was 
oleum* perhap more so than 1 myself would ha\e wished. But 
Rastianini, who is out t • sell us Poland, had cans cl the attendance to 
swell. Bede’s e :1c was exuberantly happy. He w is very still. However, 
J do not want to pars judgment on him before I have, listened to him 
and go! to know him belter. The few eords he has uttered m ■ far did 
not seem to me . cry pro-German. 


March 7. Received iktw. He is a measmed, prudc.nl n an, 
obviou y ratlu . iinid. He doesn't strike me as particularly strong or 
remark: bly b alhgent. \bove all, he lacks the gilt of exposition. I lis 
arguments do mu erne w idca> with gei iueli ical clarity* -instead he 
lose , himself .ind wanders away to something n< UIkt essential nor 
p..M iv. Nothing / r\v wid result from the visit, beyond a prool of 
friendliness between the tu o countries and a de nor.siration ol the posst 
bility ot \ eloper understanding. We touched a little on every subject, 
with an almost impersonal interest, hie particularly wanted me to 
reali/j; dial Roland intends to maintain » p it' 11 l equilibrium, 
without compromising herselfiu any dwcciiop, lie icpcatedly a» 1 dial 
the .ill ii <( • \ itli Fi am r . ill not ope rate in 1 h cw ml of a war \ i nvoked 
by 1 Ik. C'c I. ].;(»] h i n.awds die Anschluss h< displayed • huh of 
intnest v bicli r *» ms to in out • (proportion to 1 In: importance hich 
the p r * I »u 111 ty assume* loi Poland 

In ll » .iltC’ iuM.i. Uc wav r. t . e.vd b\ die Diloe The mjiverKUtioh w.r* 
dr ultoi . Finding n*» inf * lii i < nt n ponse-, Mo^olini did uoi bodirr to 
make real toatU'i They more 01 J< went <a< » the ground alic.idy 
covered with me. 

tli< jjuce 1 1 is had two intu G us w ith du Austrian Military Attache 
j t | |a , j,,\ hub ( • id. I* Si bo ale d,. Amu wan , •k-biscito. 


XI Al , 1 itruli U u fd.ua. with Bee 1 . 1 at m xi t<> the 

i- I q i, ,%.•'.»! p k * *' lont, who does not hk< id. I • -' 1 ■ 1 1 > Hid /' ' She Imd/i 
idiif.u, i ijuiv.val, the so. 1 ot face you ini ut vcivo in a l ; 'ai- li iuw 
‘V paper a dint of a wivisher of little his. Perhaps shr exaggerates. Rut 
• mm sh* mi Id not ignore die • lei unii. m bnetw 

j j M 1,. iii* about the poluk i.uim m before the March on 

I,, a j,’ | V. •• . I I MV Sant b d.mod O* GiullUF h ^ys thm 
he had a immidubk knowledge of tli private h m and interests ot .dl 
l» b an, p.uheularly in ila parliamentm\ vm.td Souu thing like die: 

* A. mnn Ratrn istcif *, M e t»rfC (li ’-.m Oluhvu* twice: l < wigil M *'birr 

H 1 f ‘ * ic» 1 mut np.i. .... , p , 

* C.iuvaimili Jim live tin I'tf s' N lr .uscen 1 itp iin* ><» 1. 


OJANO’S ni,\RV 



(St 

Mf- 1 


4yor of a small town. But this gave him his strength in goveriung 
rough intrigue and corruption, though personally he was honest. The 
King does not, however, credit him with any real greatness. 

In the afternoon I had a conversation with Perth, of which 1 made 
a Miaul''. My iirst impressions arc not too had, though the point of 
departure for the discussions is rather remote. However, Chamberlain 
is u ore in • resit l than we arc in achieving agrcenn ol—this is the card 


on which he has slaked his political future, il not that <>1 the whole 
Conservative Par e, 


March *). i ’onversation 1 luer-Ciaoo-f .ranoi. ! dr Duce has 
approv.d .r the objections recorded in my Minute of yesterday's 
< < wiNatioi . \ »t that he believe in eternal peace. But hr. thinks that 
w shall nr d the live years between no v arid tin* end rd the Universal 
L> liihitiou 1 in order to n build our c . norm • structure. 

('onvemation with Beck. 1 informed him of Schurchnigg's decision 
to hold tlu plebiscite next Sunday. I h* regards this as a \ cry dangerous 
policy it is, howevc r, the ultima »t Austria. 1 his led us to examine 
the. mchluss problem m<.rr <lec]>ly Ilian we had in our previous con¬ 
versations. \V left r. ch ot!m* with the lolloc in » formula’ taking it a . 
settled that unde standing with Germany is a fimdarncntal element in 
die policy of i - or 1 wo rounlrli we must ■ rengthen the bonds existing 
herwern 1 and equally tlime which unit* us to otlui countries with 
a similar political situati. a: and interests, \ iw Yueosl.w ia, 1 lungary, and 
Pouinruiiu. With this end in view we shall employ our united • Hurts 
in facilitate an agreement bet ween ill. two last-mentioned countries. 

He h,i.i Inv ited me to go to Poland. I accepted, but did not lommit 
myself to any definite date. 

\1 >.r n 10 ! rpcj o d my < onv 1 uioii will* Bcc 1 to tlu Idta 

who ‘ill • I • • 1 • ,0 in 1 eje iii it. 1 lu ll l .Kvanipalbcd uni’ I "hsl' gu« >t 

in ! bi t w ;i(* t.<. the Htat ion. 1 hey v re hot h mo\cd and Cittadini < !Is 
me ii.it, alh r da u lin had A. terl, they wept. 

Line h ! ' t|.< \' i[j .is\ '.vat h the I )ur hes f <!c: t inisi* 1 —nn 1 " pda ’ M b 

panted 'Id thinr . ihc .sic »w 1 cd na* With eonm • -nplaer qu» nit «r. ■ n> 

. 1 it |• 1 roiild make noil bill commonplace replies 

f pw pared iuyspc(ali lot 1 hi Grand Goimcil, where 1 !'■ 1 1 " 1 >0 

. 1' h I a | ia ill .1 . 1 uc.il C < I 1 I il ICC I a I. I • I . I I i.i) , 

this sO ciV* '■ • helm r lr that 1 on m<.H .d>li i.v 1 1 ic • ng hail. 

I !. • 11 1 ill is d n one only w< ks !n order to l a a* him - to suececi 4 in 
this is the gT< . t 1 muo . (ion. 

t i;jOd n 1 , ciin Sp;u u-~ -the Aragon of • osi • *** P* ,,,l <lmg surely 

» A I.' i ' il I xtfibuion va,. «. In;.'- L mi SifjKl in K-“'- ll iC I* () relcbrttf! 
-a ^ ,'An <*f r« 1 lit • ulr, 

; < 11 ce line an - 0j . a .. v | . cl i -r" »' tb» 1 ' ' x a....c-v 

• I* an Mr, all' i ilia Due <lr (Juitc, jctlus <r '• the t * 1 ,f 1 
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. This time it may perhaps be the decisive battle. The 
ire fighting wonderfully. 

Bad new: from Austria. As was to be expected, the Nazis are rising 
to resist the plebiscite. At any moment blood may be running in the 
streets. That would justify a German attack. Schuschnigg has made 
a fatal mistake. It was clear to us from the first moment—but.the 
plebiscite bomb was fated to explode in his hands. 

Ma kch 11. In Spain it is full speed ahead. The •. ommuniques and 
tin* dispatches confirm the crushing advance of our forces. So far few 
losses and only one division in action. 

A hectic day for Austria. From hour to hour telephone messages 
have confirmed tin mobilization <n the Bavarian frontier and the 
German decision to aftui k. A( midday Schuschnigg ac« opted tl. v - post¬ 
ponement of the plebiscite, but the Germans did not consider that 
enough and wanted Imn to resign, i luoi -h Ghigi he asked us what 
he. should do. I have conferred . vcral times with the Ducc. We. earn nit 
from here assume the responsibility of .ulvNing him one way or the 
oilwr He must act according to his own conscience. The French 
Charge d’Afiaires asked to come ami see me, on instructions from Paris, 
in order to iorm a concerted plan tor the \ustri.ui situation. I replied 
that we have no intention of consulting with anybody. It' he had 
nothing else to sav, he need not come and see me. In fact lie did not 
aune. .After sail* lions, tiu non-rec ignition of the Empire and ill the 
ot! r mimics indicted on us since ip;j5, do they expect to rebuild 
Strm.i m an le m, with I f.uuiihal at the gates;' 1 hank I to tlirir poiit y, 
Fran'r ‘,.d iandrid have !>• t Austria. For us 100 if is not an advan¬ 
tage. bill in the meantime We have acijuhed Abyssinia. 

li pan. S( .husthnig’f resign, and S.*v s* Inqmr. * takes hi* place. \u 
1/ah pendent Austria no lorn a- exists 

\j 4R, , 1". \1 i) last night lies :v<lr: I see me. 1 was c uing 
dinner m my office dt.sk lie is the beater of a hater from Millet to 
Mussolini \\r go togeth'.1 t•» die Pahir/n \ emvia. Hu* letter is 
important 11 contains an «. planabori < f what lias happened and a 
p rr j s( . deck ’.ration about the Vecoi rbiou of the Brenner ic the fionfi-i 
. [ J he Ducc is pie -J and t dIs lies * t. inform the Fikhirr that 

Italy is fallowing events with absolute t aim. 

< .rand Council Bad •• <'pu><s feats |*.r Trieste and oifif izcs tin* 
p,, , ei iliru i. ol tin Germans. .Naturally lie do* his behind fit cme s 
end in whispers. Mussolini 'peaks out at him P says: ‘11''we had 
eii ht million Italians on our bonders, we should do jn.t the same. At 
| r , s , j s i t ,,i r | I Jmvr in l-'Oi th'iie it.’ I le is thinking >1 tin amu xatioii 
,,| 1 , . 1 .) j| l(: , j K?r t.s . h b pt 'VC tie I m.hii." » 11 fra tie Na is 

hi An M ia. I r ,: 1 Sp tin ! is n.iuT eon I n< w f s ( wliH. ir. greet • by 
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— —xK (iraiid Council with cheers. After the session the Duce and 1 
[lrcp.u'• the framework >'•' a public announcement which the Grand 
Council will approve. 

This morning l drafted it and the Duce. putted it. Through Ilcsse we 
have asked Berlin for pei mission to publish the. letter. It took several 
l um rs to gat through to the iuihrer. H«- agree.., but asks for two passages 
against < vi ho lov.Tia to be suppressed, which i- r< asonablc enough. 
Conversation with Perth. Minute made. T ant left with the conviction 
ihat Great Britain will accept what has happened with indignant 
r. signal ion. O iv.. .aim with the Du< e and Ilcsse. In Germany they 
arc delimited with our line of conduct. 

laui'di wi ll the pirates—the Duo 1 :e cinbled at hi. table the lull 
officer*’ 1 . of «hc jhips which condoned the piratical operation, against 
the Reds. I ir made a brief addre , piaisiiu; the work of the Navy in 
the Spanish war. 

Mar* ii iLnt nbdit at the < Jr. nd Council 1 spi>kc briefly about 
the event - of ihr day md •uibinitted the Ordn ntthel). • dealing with 
Austria 'or approval. 

IVwlav all is culm again, l hv fatal event ha rraehcd i’* couelurtion. 
It lias not been pleasant torus* fm from it. Hut one day the world will 
realize that all this was irn vitabl *• The Duet .ays that one ambiguity 
has been removed from tf. : map of * 'trope And he cmirncruU, three 
*ithers still in existence, which will, in hi, opinion, one after another 
and i n the following order, Havi to go the same way: Ocehoslovakia, 
Switzerland, and Hdgiuin. 

Cristifii v. i.i'ol to hear our views. 1 spoke IVaukly to him. I add-d 
th.f '% hen I .signed du Part with Yupvlavia cm M.ueh « 2 j ol la t pur. 

I w..; do ady thin km* • all that has actu illy happ» nod in the Iasi lav 
nd I diseased he possibility at length with Stoyadinovich. 

(am r >\ t looking of the :ei "iid part vviii h \ve shall have h • foigc with 
Vu lavia, whic h v• • 11 unite f deumies of the two emu ait in dir 

e<Minium (b fen • c»i on r pe tier . ids but without dtermg oin 

IVit ntjsl ip itli C»*rni ay. S» biif, v i"av .in ( "hi million (• naua 
in da heart “I fan p« , for Ro nr and f r J’ i ,»adr (Hainan !m nd >y]> 
i a fatality, ! *ppri aiivc pi i haps, hut very 11 al. ( )n< 1 ,l h« se day • To» 
ol t »n: 'f.r ats let u» > soon '•’myjfilup vie h and I -vdl have ' - have 

a holiday 1 dir s* I <»i a h 'I ! V-liiinia \ I '.' il ri\ 

In Sp tin wi (oiitirmc to ach in« e rapidly and vu tori' ' 

| oi ' ■ • - ' 1 a**' 

(til UK irrlihlr speed 

\U'< k . a»nr to * r u „t his Way hill h 1W.1H N mlrM. Vc dlv US*, d I hr 

fll tnation produc ed by the Aimehluss and confirmed everything we had 
rmul in our cotivi i .sat ion of Mat ch Q. 
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Received Berger, who told me he lias had instruction: to hand over 
the Legation to dJessen. 1 On the pretext of bronchitis he is going 10 
stay in I Laly some weeks longer, lie says. The truth is that hi* fears for 
himself and his family. He was a Minister under DoMluss and 
Schusehnigg, and it actually fell to him, as Minister of Justin*, to sign 
the death warrant for the murderers ol Do 11 fuss. Naturally he is still 
!/'wlmrsc by what has happened, but he recognizes the on or* of the 
federal Covernnient. and above all he assures me that Schmidt intended 
to betray everybody- -including us. lie says he will give me proof of 
this. Berger » )0 maintain, that Italy could not have acted differently 
—if a single ii dian s 1 licr had entered Austria, the whole population 
of the eouniry, villi the exception of die Jew.,, would have !ued on \r 
1 soothed 1 he aTixirt'.'s of Suit picsumj muou cretin. Ruegger, n ho 
told me he foresaw great danger tor us md tile rest ol the uruveis. . 

I replied that our frontiers, the Bream • irn hided, arc defended nut. by 
treaties but by the breasts of .] r > million Italians. T hi: being so, we 
have nothing to fear. 


March 15 The Dure is preparing his speech for the Chamber on 
the Vustriari proiTtn. It is m > < •*at \, because ll country wa < pretty 
severely shak* n and wants 10 he ir what the Cliicl has to say. 

Cuir. cfoution with \ ill mi. i poke again of the need for a polii 
' 1’ .1 iJ1 closer ties > dlh Hungary. 

Cons.ci.satiou with Penh. Minute made, (.)n the whole things arc 
: < ni < 11 , but T dtoukl be soi i s it tie ovenvh; lining advance in Spain 
prodiuv.l a o wriion against t. hainl>< rlam in Liu*, land. Chamberlain 
h i' . 1 is mil* lv Bui h- ha . already been shaken bv the a com 
plidiluent ol the Am hhis.i. 

'I , ■ 1 )ii< e h.e< 1» »- 1 1 m ! 11. sj »e» 1 1 » 1 1 i' y ; • ml id Mi nsol ini at Ini 

best. 


!a. ! h:i. 10 . I nip'iiien» e to hear tin wbjrdr. ol t h< Dm c 11 IK d the d y, 
V nil I. lit s| ech, 1< cm ; a pi. a mil a 1 id derisive impression, with 
irali ulalvle r< 1 lie . . with the natural How •-•I’passiun, 

l ,,,,,, yr irain 1 and at til-' s blinding forth. Seldom 1 1 ‘ «' 1 ‘Ip 1 if 
|l( .< jj... |, 0 ,. hes a.. J dai to-day. 1 h< country has f< L die touch ut 


} r) m( j , „ xi 1 ii 1 . 1 » ne m-w skull big in isol. 


Hall. 


All , c.m on '■ 
illaj'iH .ns in 


anre might he 


, rv well hi Spain it mr m-.i o; long now o tori' the 
plirvi '• 1' mi<a 11 , not M i ified. <•( tvT.taiM wluch 
i l( hnetj to set id u hi, eleventh hour- -inn• and air* 


p 1 j> * .m in" ..* * *** *' - . . . 

| nn y j, r Ji ( . v - L It Nvvei the less 1 !ia\- irleg 1 'hed u > B-t! i 

h, .,,!i. 1 happen, . .e *honid reuuine otir Ih i ty l 


■aft, I < 

tying that, ii his 

! iotl a <i up *'i ''ll' »n lOtTCx 

I ni.nl,' .ii uts with Del Cr i. the v-,n of th- O.-mum 
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-combatants. In spite of the murmuring of the: last few’ days they 
will be given a good welcome. ^ J 

March 17. The Din e and 1 have received a lot of Anonymous 
letters in the last lew days, varying in tone, but all against the Anschluss. 
Now they are falling off. The 1 )uce pointed out that they all came from 
Milan arid that, on’the contrary, he didn’t hV: a single one fro the 
South at the time w hen the coasts of Sicily were threatened by English 
: uns. I le attributes this timidity to the wt dth of the North. ‘A people 
must be poor in order to be proud/ he concluded. 

i he i cut tion to his speech in Germany is admirable. The Fiihrcr 
will speak to-mo* :ow night and will solemnly confirm his lriendship for 
us and his pledges for our frontiers. 

1 retched instructions from the Chief lor the negotiations with 


EngLud. In principle he has accepted two formulas, with deferred 
obligations, lot Spain and for the recognition quc.f . n, which should 
make a swift settlement possible. I believe it is important to hurry, 
because die situation is lluid and l haven’t to M much confidence in 
Chamberlain’s position. 

1 idd the Nuncio tli.it in a conversation with Magistral! Goring 
displayed a bettei attitude towards the Chinch and <\iti spoke of a 
gi .cm) amnesty. For obvious reasons I should like, ii it will be 
possible, to promote such .1 tappro* hemt.nl. 

Wrote a letter n Attolieo about the Anglo-Italian talk*. 

In Spain the offensive is going well. 


March iO. My thirty-lift h birthday. I fall' the journey. • . 
l iie Du e received the German r.\-combatants. Their leader, the. 
l)uk< (,!' Cubui.;, 1 is an inshiid*. uni man. A irullv unlortuu.iu 
physique - svhiH >s enough i » prove that not all Germans arc tin giants 
d< crib l by Tu.itus, fti (him u\ too, .is f imtirf-d during my visit 
111 f'i» , there i a < « ,1, adorable percentage oi midgets. 

At the Chamber, with tin* Duee and Stiuace, w r t.d <d about Balbo 
and mcadoned < < i :.un imunrr ' bis lu*iri\ lour. I b 1 r ImU-shun. 
Hr sail! he will mala him eml up wliere Arpinati is- Ihit, ioi 1! ,1.1 
gossip is n •’ enough we. mail an imidcut, a u'JUlci d to catch Ii- Id n|. 
1 ;uk«-<J St. 'trace wImmIkm h< had taken the hint lie said he ha, nul 
thinks of 1 rang C« usul-Grurral Giunnantom ' I think rath* 1 ol Mut» 1 
win is m clhgcni and rrliabh ami would do dum 1 ‘v ' * trip up 
Bul bo. 


Assn tftfk-i' • a' - 
Sub * |u. mly exm 


k- 


l l,rnpf»KI Duke o| >axr-( WbuiK, l'.« l< n ' lE 
( loirbftuuw% A gi'anHs"ii r»t‘Outfit Y»< Mii.i 

la iuulm Ai |*ifon•, t ( nili i-Si cr* t.u y lor ibe Ii#tccit» m -4 

(lnr<t 10 ;» 1 't‘U« al pri«.i>.it i, 

,.„r ..ma.Mt, * „i l.rufilr • . u*mr I "n knim , 

- . . .0 a I in >ul-( it *,ii r.4 1 M« I Sr luLvi-.t MiH'la S* tary-l.' arrul I lb. 

t'nM 1-«t Hjirtv, 193b"4 / 
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Took leave of Berger. At least for the present, he is not going bark 
to Austria. 

Conversation with Perth. Everything proceeds in good order. 


M arch iq. Nicolas Franco is asking, in his brother’s name, for the 
Taranto 1 and two destroyers to be transferred, as lie admits that the 
loss of the Bakares 2 has left the Nationalists in a position of inferiority 
as regards naval forces. Discussion a truis with the Duce. I poke 
against the idea -it would he impossible to conceal the transfer, which 
would provoke a scandal and perhaps a disastrous change in the 
situation with England. Chamberlain is much less strong than he was 
ten days ago-- xv im»-1 not create nev. didimities for him. The Duce 
virtually agiccrl, wl ie reserving foi himself a more detailed study of 
the quc .tion 1 believe that instead we might increase our air tone in 
the Balearic 1 (lands And, if suit iblc* trains/cf a submarine or two, Which 

would easily evade the patrols. 

Franco is optimistic about the situation, though lie doesn’t believe 
that tli - Red Republic will collapse like a house of cards. Me foresees 
ii dstance in Catalonia and the nccc:city Lr action on the Riser Segrr 
in order to deprive Barcelona of its eJcctiu power 

The oifensiu was resumed to-night. No official news yet, but the 
most joyous hopes of supers- are encouraged by a dispatch, ii is just 
a vear since l v> r. through my worst day: Guadalajara. 

I went b.uk to the Duce again lo settle lln* formulas foi 
i'af si me ami Ar abia, v hicli an to be included in the agrcein. at ath 
G'reat Britain. (i b abolmrly necessary to safeguard out prestige ami 
our position .n nds ihe Arab*. 


March j lalkinv i > (bwrnli the oih»i da\ A I ml (li.ii he 

I uropeau sillin' 'f-n might pn .aps micrleic • illi \ui;lo<dt dinn rela¬ 
tions. Sun- enough 1 1• i. in uning Perth handed m a null- calling 
attention to tli<* a i aids an Barcelona and added rli.it 11 1 - y mi<dit 
p, idiu.e a state of opinion L die to h * continuation ol d.r Ando- 

I I tli :on n 'Ofi itinm.. J » -plied that operations are init* urd by Franco, 
not by us--v\e might, therefore. c:.i i\f ■■ a model ating influence, but 
vvr r.,nld make no prnmisis \h P i th hinted at th( poH.db'liiy of 
lien h inta vc-ntioii, 1 made it clear that wr would inn i< di.itdv !. ilci.' 
vn y -1 rorttg action. I In truth about the* an raid "U Ban-el* mm is »hal 
il, ,„.p,. r , ,, diou wen no ■'< to Valle by Mn .rolini ' i dw t hamb.-r 

, Jc xv ,:,imuev before la mad* his [s. <"c li on Amnia 1‘Vaium km-' 
uodiin.v about then , and ,k. ■ 1 vr-nr <' ■ • lieu tJi»*\ dould b< suspended 
fo ... of Co Qplkatlm* abrftAfl Mussolini lw Uevea that these air i iidn 
a,*- :m adm.rabl wav of we. Gening the morulr of il:,- Unis, while he 


• t >n unt>\ rm I ml An cm: m t , , , , 

I r S,..un.li n«li.( t.uuui P-ir *»»*• UWpeow * 1 ""'I 
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oops arc advancing in Aragon. He is right. Ik wasn't very worried 
when I informed liirr of Perth's demarche. In iact he said he was 
delighted that the Italians should be bonifying the world by then 
aggressiveness lor a chance, instead of charming it by their skill at 
playing the guitar. In ns opinion this will send up our stock hi 
Germany too, where they r ove total end ruthless wav. 

In Spain die offensive i» making good pi ogress--heroic and 
victorious. 


M vut.n 21 \ppuwcd the plans foi th» New York Exhibition. 

Our to.op in Sp. in have halted cm the positions they have reached, 
jri order to allow thr National tots to jo hi up on their flank and then 
push on widi il» - idcnsive. o ; ether. 

No news from the other iron is. 

I haw ujegiv.plied to Germany to as* Jo. a measure of r.lemem y 
lor Neumann, 1 1 h -i eat \ enn- eje vtoh .scientist, who ha ; been throve n 
i: 1 1 prison by tin* German*! a* the age <>t nearly' eighty. His release 
would be a lmrri.me gesture, which vill cost little a* d produce cry 
f., v , mi. ble reach ms. I b*pe the Nazis a tt not being too .he avy handed 
in Vienna and in \u..'K j m genet al. It would .aid to ilm chi he nlties of 
the. iroiew. ol amalgamation, which u always pretty rough worn. I. 
vw/with us too. will* tie Piedmontese and the Ne apolitans. The 
Pi* dioonovsc i ad the droiig ami. They said they meant to impose 
rven tlicit errors of gtammur. And in fact they succeeded pretty 
V : Idv in their i itcntiujis. Their toughest ’ ask was the reon-ssiem uJ 
i)i igantl mm,. wlnsJi was a political rather than a social phenomenon. 
The furfures tlu employed arc cxpcditio us-—in some villages they 
:.lr,t da enure i i.Jr population I".ginning v.jth the mayor. 

Grandi telephones from J#oudnit th t then is ;• pretty sliong move 
r \ Uii i in ike tumble, hut C It ;r!i< ilain is icinaining hrm. 


Marco v. Wt* are Ih ,ng ”Ja (I now fiom too many jiiaiu. ; tc 

ini' rv» ne "* h»vom of p* iple ."I’ st J in Vienna by the N to. ' - 

mu resti e i om ml rvrniioin. l ust, in order not t assume a governed 
lUtitucha ’ * at a a ••!•*..••• !'. •>< 111 m M'nt. And Stlsi •, in of. "oti<- 

rhcajeamu n commend.uinu", v I»it}« would fv.r;e to ha r any t.fleet 
if they we i e »oo '-'.I • i, r.po .1 

JRrlm Ims hMv « . lot out a-/ \<ul lor Mai Leu c *- 1 and natural!' wr 
hav< v en it at once, j met him n Jhick j ■* st and go’ a good 
iuipre. aon of him. 1 hose who knov\ Iiiiii b< heve him to be Oil! 

fnrnd. . . 

| re< ei\ < d the i‘ u» .vb ,■ ion whirl* i going P> " ll,v 1 h ‘ * h.tv* u t 
J.r,ideas •! vvh.il tin >■ ,1.1: dm I i ai <aniin 1 all'll one thing 

» | fill, 4 f ,r . I. <• •(» M<u kciv'.r n ( Vii'M, . i' ■ a- K 1 • i i' l.t * ' ' 1 'il;ly MilllJlC 

Je H til tp. u .ui * 1 So r dry nf Si ur it u», i - .ei. i* vfmwny 



m a non v.>, ijjqtt 

particularly: not to mix themselves up in the domestic questions 
of the Spaniards. 


MAKCH 23. Nothing worthy of note. 

Conversation with Perth. He promises me a more preck * state mem 
on the various points under discussion lor next Saturday. 


March 24. I aid to Crirtich, who is leaving ior Yugoslavia, that 
a thousand reason 1 ; impelled me to make the Belgrade Pact-—to-day 
then are a thousand and one reasons for consolidating it. 1 want to 
get together with Stoyadinov'ch. We might meet at tlic Venice Lido 
in July. 

The American Ambassador came to *sk us to jojj m the formation 
of an international committee with the object of assisting the emigration 
of political refugee from Germany and .Austria. J replied tlmr such 
a request wav, in conllicf not only with our line oi action in inlet national 
a:fair a l.ut with mit political morality. Phillips w\> surprised at my 
reply. Hr sees the proposal in a humanitarian light, I onK in .1 politi¬ 
cal. The ab\ ss of iucompi'‘liension between us and the Americans js 
growing steadily deeper. 

Wy flock* thanked me in Beck’s name for our attitude during tin 
crisis between Poland .j ml Lithuania. I replied that we disinterested 
ourselves in U. fate of 1 il mania, because the problem dot . not c uv- 
ecin We refund to put pressure <m the Warsaw Government, T mid, 
bi • ausr ^ <* know if* in - nr own cxpciicnte how intolerable governess 
go\'*» unur ts are, that i> to s iy go\' no nts which always feel obliged 
u tell you that your actio*.. will ere ile this c.r that impression. Finally, 
we are Irierifis of Poland cod ir is out habit to bail; up « m- friends, 
simpb' bceau they are our h a mb, < when fnc\ .nr n 1)i.* wrong. 
But thi>, I .aided is not if. ease. 

vt \ ]• e ;it ! .v niavcijti'Mii nith du 1 ftmg.aiian Minister. i fe 
v,niil'd to know ’ l.at diplomatic inuinmenl we intci d to put in die. 
[l i c td'the Komi: IVotoiher •*e»i Italy tin*I hi** count! y. I I aveit’t 
tlioiigl * about it >et. but the tpi--;;e » k m no' appear dilluult. How* 

( . N v ,, 11 mi. 1 1 mndi m! ; him . , m »»cln n »c to aim 111 tin- 

( Milan uuuccc.^arily My nd\ice 10 him was th.it Budapest .should 

Ibiiii stiong 1 »“> w»lh Brli iadr. Kanya must overcome hu hostile 
pi -ji ’n.cs a fa ».a the bt bt>. I la Ihdlphu • u .iiia’ 1 of 0/14 oimu*! 
be .!ifo \. (i (1 1a 011 in the JUidupo : of m'jH. 

pp, { vrll ., ' d 1 • <’ • entru i me prrv uaJly * : * 11 die task of 

ju diatin in tin Japan * war. T must tread very ran hilly. It r 4 

dilhcult and r taking, perhaps imp-, Tie. Whm »* r« tain is that, if it 

BV* ‘ ceded, I Would sc* - : U prestige iu the Far 1 u*t l< aping up h 
inne< cssibU height 

ntilo hai h 11 He ha hot n our fiicnd as Amba$sgdoi - l do 
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not '.now whether he will he as Foreign Minister. TT«: is a democrat, 
a League man, a fathead—in fact a League man because he is a 
fathead. He is worth precious little but Tull of presumption. He is., in 
short, a perfect. Argcntino. 


Mat.cii 26. A report from J-icomoni on the situation in Albania. 
Our penetration is becoming steadily more intense and more organic. 

The programme which 1 traced after my visit is being carried out 
, about a hitch. 1 am wondering whether the general situation--parti • 

< 1 daily the Anschluss'—doc not permit us to lukc a step forwmd 
toward i tic more and more complete domination ol this country, 
which will he out.,. It seems that Belgrade is anxious for a military 
alliance—Albani t might well be the price ol it. 

I talked to Nicola-. Franco about our aid lot >1,38. 't hey want a 
billion lire; v urih of goods, payment to lie mostly in find and very 
problem , ml. We must I cep our tempers. We arc giving our blood 
for Spain—do they want more? 

The new Belgian Ambassador 1 handed me a copy ol Ins credentials, 
aWrcsscd to the King l.mp-nr 1 wa ■ very friendly, partly on account 
of this political gesture he was making. He « .1 great mountain of a 
man. will- a slight limp, rather verbose. Nut unsympathetic at fir ,1 
sight* If 1 had to put him into one of the two categories into which 
Baudelaire divided the Belgians- the guzzlers and the oWcnc--l 
should el loose the first, 

Conversation will- Berth. We at. advancing laboriously yr.y 
laboriously. Nevertheless, we are advancing. 1 made a Minute of the 

conversation. , 

1 have askrcl thr Hol> Set: not in i. akc diilicuttirs about King /«* s 
inarn," In. bride is a Ciatlmlit 


VIargh 2; Kibf.hovc, the Albam-m foreign Minister Jmought me 
ihc ciHh iaI m\ nation to <u t as • itnes^ at King /.og :> mat ' i ' h • 

VVuli the Durr l in;ul<: a th- -t nn.jh v om-inalit/n <a ' 1 ' ^ jrio,ls I' ,!I ' ls 
n i hr Anidt Italian agreement, on th b ids ( ' di> iv-nili; ic.u lu d in 
yt*s i ( i (hi i • non. !v, and lit tlu* situation is hiitly 

i;u jury, am i ab < un oaluati In hut t * >-« I a y J was * * to b *' '> Kuh 

on , number .1 p »int t, in< ; ludin" the evacuation ‘>m Ion- u«nn 
j p )N , ,i liit i atr ol i/ioit «n* n a week r util i h< I u< ' At my Koi ps .t w 
lLO | to peace a. ih, murrain- for the *lr: *ai Un«. ot all our 

vtiiunlrets horn Spam :»t • end ol thr wai, * ll< * :ul l0, t 

I)iftofh(ifu<> hi lav.• of Cha ubei lain 1.in si’ll i ni r • nuinn mi 

j,, r nulla i r, la sriilwl, ilmvr all that relating m *•»«■ '<*<»K ni »h a ->f 
thr bmphe. Il I'l ’i'B ;m no uiu'«t»’d oiran l« I iliink vt howld 
be able to sign tin j\*rc» mmt betvvirn Apiil 11 * * 1 1 

‘ l t.mtc Audi/- Jr K.-rd. - <U I i^mhrux. 


lmsrff,. 
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An aeroplane of French make, but with no number and camou¬ 
flaged, crashed into a mountain near Iglesias 1 last night. Presumably 
it was corning from Spain and going in the direction of Rome, which 
suggests some sort of demonstration on the part of the Spanish Reds. 
I told Perth about it, adding that anv action f this kind would be he 
signal (or war. 

In Spain ihe advance, resumed yesterday, is proceeding slowly on 
account of strong enemy resistance. 

March -B. In the morning, celebration ol the Festival of the .Air 
and presentation of the medals for valour. 

Then a general survey of Anglo-Ilalian relations with the Duce 
during our convocation at the Palazzo Venezia. He is satisfied with 
the progress of the negotiations and lias waved the green flag ior me to 
go ahead. In a short time v shall be able to clinch. 

Arr.aldo tells me that the anti-Anschluss agitation at Leg)torn was 
originated and kept going by the Jews. 

In Spain the Spaniai ds arc going well and we more slowly we have 
diawn the larger enemy concentration against our troops. 

March *. 9, The Duce has asked that the final conversation before 
the signing of the agreement with Loudon shall take place at the 
Palazzo Venezia. J ha* will serve to indicate that the conclusion is at 
hand. 

Perth iha i ced rne for die decision about the partial withdiawa! ol’ 
our lorce: from Libya lie asked that it should riot, be 111 ale public yel, 
as Ilia Government wants to 1 serve it for the moment ol the conclusion 
of the am cement, hi ordc* t • produce the maximum cilia 1 We re idled 
agreement • a reining Pal slim . Y. d»ia, (It nulivi troops, id othn 
minor questions O11Iv tin . <* or i< in point f arc a. iIJ unsettled. \\< may 
perhaps ; :i pi bcibi Api iJ lO, a hii.li would I>r .1 good filtug, as We u-ifi 
want the agnaiuic to take place too ne . the lYhrcrN vim. 

Conversation with the Ja: uu.v Ambassador general su vev. He 
prrsoiudlv set ms w; pit .1 I at the pr< ; res. made in tin. talk: with 


Pei th. 


Ark ). a Nothing so . lie o| note in Rome. 

In Spain tin victory of the h • m.iries takes on more aim nioie of 

. r itevic <,:hai icier. ItTs compromising, perhaps de< isiv’ ! . the RedV 
chances of rest aance. 

Aj/kii Ijit: question of the Mat hals of the litlipii‘ has bad 
irpemr $i«>ns It sc« ms luat ’here ha, been t ■'!< u the Palace of'the 

'I, I|(1 j f# ,4 Till- .ifiaj.l .1:10 VOH in I 1 ll I e < < » i -.illlm / mm. kin • J'lrJ. 

1 , j ][, , , . j‘ M , f u „ while on a flight .• oili Maihon Ih.mh- • \)$n\ i. u» Hi.t rtji. 

5 I he Ir 1 f. * Ian It jo ami m i- •' -> H • 

Or \!. m | w. at a • | «c isl sliiuu v.f til - Chamber, 11 nr ■ rank, Mur*h:«l <■( »»•• 
t .1 i : -Mie.l rvi<! •» fi ll .1 OM ’ King ami Mu tulini. 
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thing being illegal. Mussolini got the Council of State to give an 
opinion- .-l! perfectly legal. He passed this on to the King v ith a very 
cm t letter. He said to rne: ‘I am Ted up. i do the work and lie does the 
signing. 1 am disappointed that what you did on W ednesday should 
turn Jut to he perfect from the legal point ot view.’ 1 replied that at 
tl ■ iii-.i opportunity we shall be able <o go fmth. r. The opportunity 
will ccrminly come when the respectable signature of the hong has to 
bet* placed by the less r.spc- table signature ot the Prime The Dure 
nodded and added 'ptielly, ‘When Spain is finish. . 1 , we shall talk about 
that. . . Ami Spain will be finished one day. To-day thr Red ftont 
|,,S 'ollapse.I again. Gandesa has been occupied by the legionaries. 
[•„j u.sa in iv At ohj. live. Once we get there, the Rods will he split 
in two and . <• shall ha\e broken the hack of their p si*sanre. 

! t..ld Spann.., the Krnzilian Commercial Attach'- and a friend or 
Varga . in - a m his I’rmidr'iit whom he will shoitly sc- in Rio de 
i .11,-tro, ih.u wr -Iimi'.I hiive. lik« <l to >ce mere J-asch .outage on llv 
part of the new <■»'. min* m \ i -volution due. not consolidate itself 
I>y In-ginning to i- treat. 

tionvcisaia.n with Path. We haw made striking pium, In 
orm iiil- have agreed to :.ign on Thursday i.|th or Monday tilth. 
J houlcl l-r.e ;• to he Thursday i.jih, whirl i Mauno ’I hursday. I 
Slk . lu .,| t i„ Udgr-.de Pact on Maundy Thursday and it has been a 

du:t i: s. 


/ vK11 v l. .1)1 i.ilk with the Dure about relations with Germany, 
In South Tyrol piopa a tv la of a Uud which we cannot tolerate h 
Conti: tun,',. ' iv no.. Germans there arc gen mg '■"> W ,sh 1111,1 

ij ai c is < a mil ■ i a frontier .u Ala o, Sale'no < advis-.l dicJJU.-• to 
talk I,, ih l-Yihr, ■ stbo..i o Hie anti-German uimii m b-'ly, 

I'miii-nicil by till Gat he lies, (he M".rons, and the Jews, is st» -”" 1 

u ..lily ,ttunger. 1 ' the G nu.m I *-h»\c in.pirn, only u. 

s, III, I yr-ol, llv \>.i: i ia;, at .my mom nl he blown sky m.li V*e 
mil-.' vi\' 1 ’ ui him : iiOoi the d. soability "I ba it n ibso'lang du a 

i .in „ ,lulls ■ ..I I, . . >y S.,utl, I ■ l-ol is liahm U n.iuv. -md a. wr 

c,»ri ' cli m Hi* J mouin.iiiiA or (he o u'.o 1 i'iv i , (h nun 

will have t'» ui 4 V« 


'J J, r |)t|i t |i V.ilU i -l\ »lt ti t to ’<! ilh'/jd 




1 M 1 1'» * 


j , j j )M , ( , n th - h v.is w ; with Pc i (h. 1 F «ibli 

a wli 1 1 ).iifiD ii'«r cnlhu 11.Ill, pi'dy b< cause it 
oj , n,-., me; «»«irF.o * *'9 'ii Berlin 

(,, >,|,.,I, I 1 .. o(k . t of tin lot’ll l ira continues 

hr Tore it. 


i iTi'iunii with 

i» ill welcome 

. .s j • ilill. h,i\ 
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Loudon, in ii 
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Made arrangements with Jacomoni for my forthcoming visit to 
Tirana. 1 have asked that, if possible, the King should come and meet 
me when I arrive. We must gradually underline the protectorate 
element in our relations with Albania. 

I gave my approval in principle to a plan for the new Ministry 
building in the Piazza Barberini. It. must be worthy o) the Mussolini 
era and of the role it will have to play—the Imperial Ministry. 

The Turkish Ambassador and the Greek Minister announced to me 
their formal recognition of the Empire. I accepted the announcements 
calmly, without any profuse thanks. They have waited too long. 

In a speech at Gixiz the i Uhrer has hinted at the possibility that the 
new frontier . may not Lc regarded as military frontiers. The Dace 
noted this with pleasure. If this were so, it would be a highly politic 
gesture on tin* 17 , urr's part, which would do much, in Italy, i ugo- 
slavia, end Hungary, to win back the sympathy In* has lost by the 
brusque effectuation of the Anschh 1 >•. 

Apr i 5 Stayed at home in the morning with bad tonsillitis. 
Buffarini came to ee me. He told me that yesterday the Queen, after 
sevci ely criticizing Professor Bastiandh for his medical work, pro¬ 
nounced tilt ,c words: "Get rid <>J him. Make him a Marshal t<* \ u you 
like, but get rid of him.’ Which proves that the Duee’s brooming a 
Marshal of the Empire has not yet been swallowed at the Palm e. i wa., 
l ight, in saying ii is u question vvx have not heard the last oh iherc is 
more to conic. Bull. n ini aLo told me the many shopkeepers arc 
reii 1 *ng to display 1 he Tnlirrr’s ]mi trait. I hi. is a sy mptom ol a deeply 
rota d attitude. 

Conversation widi Puth We an wailing for a reply from f omlon 
<- | , Ul - of minor import mn , and lh» n we :.h.ill hav re* ideal 

agreement. Wc shall he able to Mg i on Maundy Thursday or Easter 

Monday. , , . 

Biilow-Schnariv 1 wa>. .try.a . *n»'.udy »mpi cssed by the po'paranoiv 

for Hillr» h visit. 

j n Sj, lii) V. h:\VC met in. *xp< t leu ahliii v la l.n*C I <M "Sa. I 5 u o 
shall get through. 

V 1>W1I (, \ n tl dde u the ./W'W Jes Noli'"** has rnade dir Duee 
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summon Tafari 1 to Geneva, and postpone any decision. This would 
shake Chamberlain’s position, if it didn’t actually overthrow him. I 
immediately conferred with Perth. Pie was not at all disturbed. He 
said that every eventuality has been foreseen. The English Government 
will not asl: fee a decision, for which unanimity is required, but simply 
for a recommendation, which may be made by a majority. As for 
Tafari, he will not be able to face the proble m of the verification of his 
credentials. Perth said that, even if they were likely to meet with a 
refusal at Geneva, Chamberlain will not stop half-way. I reporied to 
the Ducc, who told me to proceed with the negotiation. 

St. i ace talked to me at length on the question of the Marshals. He 
too is of the opinion that the crisis between the regime and the 
Monarchy ha, now opened. AVe agreed on certain general principles. 
He advised me to be careful with Buffarini, who talks rather too much, 
with no evil intention, perhaps, but certainly imprudently. 

Stiff St anish t < . stance in the neighbourhood ol lortosa. 1 he Ducc 
has telegraphed to the air force in the Balearic Islands lor an attack in 
iorcc on ih/ back areas of tlir Spanish troops. Franco doesn’t want air 
raids on cities, but in this case tlu game i worth .he candle 


\e R rn 7. I gave GcntizoiT some information about the Pact with 
London. Gentizon i chaved well during the war, and always shows 

understanding towards m ... 

'I he Dure informed me that the King wants to send a ogval mission, 
headed In the Duke of Spolel s 3 to lx present at Zog’s marriage. 
Evidently they arc trying to dig their heels in. It is tiresome, because 
it was unexpected and bccauM 1 irana is not London arid to keep this 
gn .a, boe'.y Spolcto creature in ruder i:> not easy, lh't 1 saw that the 
J)uci wants to avoid a row, and I immediately ga\e the orders to 
J c ornoni, who received them ith rcluctanci. n -my casr the King s 
Ycprrst nt uivc will have a • er..nd-class reception by comparison vvitli 
ihe Duct's representative. # 

Long cmjvi auon with Antoucscu , 4 Roumanian ex-Forc>gn M ms- 
trr t it »•; : orii' lhing like Zac.c. ni/* rather younger and rather duuuer. 
He said i otliing wliich paitiuilavly struck me. Hr is pro-Fic h, with 
many reservation:. about the Jewish IJlirn Government. He is nti- 
1 < u >si.< rt, ut i-( '/■' ch. a, (l 1 hr- .rt ,d.v j ant i- P< didi. t le ud.l a •' •' *'i -01a 
J,.utility- 1 heme which (.me oft.rn heats «*n the hi* °f ^ho.-c 

jiiiine In - ti(.lt Mailt Si r*sir wat I ■ ' 11 *'• • - b- 


cm nr 


* K .u: Taim i • hi 

U .luring 

A.in'.nnibl SiXV . .IIIRI 1 Iji 'illK t nl'tlu- i->’ >•' >•! ■"" l ‘ 0,1 1 " ,f Ktn •, (if 

I i 'y. 

» \‘|( !• i, Anton* ic w lme-ipri Minisuf, m'V/ 7 • 

. i * a v dl-known I i!ianw i<>» 
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lawn Latinity is open to question. He would like an understanding with 
us, particularly now, after the Anschluss. That is our intention also, 
but they must first get over the Hungarian hurdle by making an 
agreement about the minorities in Transylvania. 

April 3. Almost reached home to-day with Perth. Except for two 
or three details the whole complex of agreements is ready. Perth 
suggests that we sign on Easter Saturday. It seems that this will please 
Halifax, as it is his birthday. All very romantic. . . . 

From Spain Gambara reports a disagreement between our command 
and the Spaniards. The «th disagreement. . . . I he Spaniards may be 
partly responsible, but our men are not altogether blameless. So often 
they show .• stubborn, provincial intolerance, which can only be 
explained by the ignorance o! the world ot most Italian officers. In 
anv case I t»*ld the Dtice that there • no need 10 be alarmed, because 
this is not our first experience of Colonel Gambara s telegraphic 
excesses. Ah hough the march of the legionaries has been slowed down, 
on the whole things are going well in Spain. 

April 9. In fact there has been no sequel to Gamhara’s telegram, 
Berti telegraphs that the situation is unchanged. The Reds are clinging 
to their last line of resistance before being -plit in two. According to 
a telegram from Magistral in Berlin, Franco has asked tlu: Germans 
to withdraw their volunteers. Mo request of the f ind !• as been made to 
us. On the contrary, Berti is asking for 300 new' oiliccrs to replace 
losses, and in defiance « 1 all agreements they will leave on Thursday. 

Perth and I scute* the la ' points in suspense. Tip* luial conversation 
will be to-morrow. 

The new Gnniau \ntbassjdor, von \f . Jini.ru, came to s* c me. 
i haw known him tm s no time. Scln»olul hv (!jc experience nt f«is 
predecessor, he said to me that th** whole auu css of his mission will 
(f ijrnc! on lh< coiiiidrn. which I shall pla. <• in him. At the ni neat 
1 am prepared to t • *«^t bin If he behm cswcll, I shall trust him more 
•\nd naturally vice vc. . I cave him - very Itiendly • crept ion, and t<* 
t n.dil him to 1 tart offlc. sending a ‘good Win a am’ a thing inhmmly 
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itain. Particularly important is the document concerning 
It has been very hard work to-obtain this kind of parity of 
position between v< and the English. 

Otherwise nothing worthy of noi \ 

Apr ii. u. Agreed with the Duce th.it Perth and 1 shall come to the 
Palazzo Venezia lor the fin d conversation on Thursday next at 5 p.111. 
The Duce is pleased. 1 see this myself and even more is it confirmed 
by the King, who this morning at the signature congratulated me on 
the term; of the agreement, on the basis of the information given him 
hy the Ducc. 

J: rti telegraph:; that to-d;ty\our troops are preparing bases for a new 
attack. Let u_ hope this one will reach the sea. 

Su. fYitoollT about tin plans fur the new Ministry building. People 
arc being very obstructive, bm Cobolli and T hope to be able to build 
in the area Pm//.a Barbmni-Viu Vcneto-Via Sistina. 

Long . u #ri \\ i 111 Bocchini, who I lieves that the signature of 

1 he I'.k 1 itb England v ill nuke a tremendous splash. 

April 12. Nothing worthy ol note. 

Conversations with Medici del Vasccllo and Buftarini. 

Ai’Rii 13. Com|)leted the a ,- • (mmt with Perth. There were two 
nt thn e 1 i it. till unsettle d. 1 gave him gen ral assurances and in the 

< /eniiig, to get things fun bed, 1 went to the- Palazzo Venezia. 1 found 

dir* Duct h aving. 1 drove with him t-. the Villa Torlonia and he 
approved of nt) views on ihc various points. Then I telephoned to 
Perth u gj.< )un confirmation. Tu-morrow we visit the Palazzo 
\ nv i.t. (J)u Salut'd ’• y at p.n . we igr it die lVtlaz/.*» Clhu i 

I he « pc "f the go < mi ni is v > a- it b. the be; .inning of a new era 

in our ! • l.ilions ‘\uh Great Bin b e 1 i tendship cm a fooling of equably 

the 1 nh kind of frienrblnp wt. ran ac(.cpt } with London - with 
anybody rise. 

Ahui 1 |. * 1 c J)uce gi 1 Med 1 .<»id Perth vith a trace of iH humour. 

I hr' ie.\ "iet. »*» < a.Monall> d the turaire iccentlv, but he had not 

r« ' cjvi d lum at tii* Palazzo \ 1 uc/ia since, the tirn* ■ i sanction:’. fhen 

he the f.d 1 h read the t< xt.s ot’ihe agice ic:nt . and vc hi: appio\ a) 

Lord Pei th, 1* . 0 1 *: a m,»!« of» iciu , * ,.d that, when the quc*.ei« 1 

ii ret ogui .oil < mes up r Geneva Malihis \ ill rmi repudiate tin 
laigh'-h policy ot N.imitf‘ii but will ask foi .1 muddied policy to meet 
tin new itn.Vion. 'I he J »•„ . 1. j>]j. t th q that d«“ -n't vvoiry I111 n in 
the b ast -ii* is uily interested »u the |.ua«ti«al n suits. J 1 would be 
hoc 1 •»j 1 to cv|)r< t F/p d Old t< - j t on *a< krlotli and ashes. Ju the 

< ailrary, ! ■ > *.sud huini: m 1 use tu die inrmory of Eden. Lo 

lu > memory be it noted, . . 

1 t.ei .fjf. { i<lit'lll-t.»irdi, Mini-ter >1 IhtMir << 
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ihc Ducc was pleased. With to-day’s ceremony the Abyssinian 
enterprise is really concluded—concluded with an imperial agreement, 
i due primarily to the iron tenacity of a man who believed and willed 

alone, against the whole world, and often against many of his followers. 

Amery, 1 a lively little English politician, talked to me about the 
situation. He is pleased at the agreement. He says that, if it had 
happened six months ago, it would have saved Austria. Now he regards 
the situation of Czechoslovakia too as desperate. He says that French 
intervention would have feeble results, like throwing stones at a lion 
engaged in eating a man—you annoy the lion and you don’t save the 
man. 

Signed an important commercial agreement with France. 1 kept ut 
any note of exaggerated political optimism from the communique. 

Aprii 15. 1 handed Macke 1 .sen the ex Is of the uirecmrnts with 

I London. At the same tine* 1 undei lined that there will be no change as 

regards the Axis. 1 also said that no particular important c diould nr 
attributed the visit of Hore-Belisha . 2 

I have instructed Gay da 1 to write an article making it clear in 
becoming terms that the negotiations with London began before the 
Anschluss took place. 

A long conversation with Ciistich, back from Belgtadc, on the situa¬ 
tion resulting irorn recent events. I made 1 Minute of the conversation, 

I he most important point is that Siuyadinovlch intends to concert and 
harmonize his policy v.ith ours, in so far as concerns the possibility of 
a German attack on C cl 10 lovak i 1 with tin* support of llunojiv and 
Poland. Quite rightly, he doesn't want to get mixed up in rmvthin," 
of the kind. 

Tin i'r> uti.ms are a-iking Jo: de same a-.airan* <s as tin im.hsii 
about the wate * • f l ake'l ,t. The injmsiri . arc raising inanv «<bjt c 
tiuns. 1 believe wr ought t-> consent. In the first place, h cause n 
practice h n* ail* « nthing, and a - because it is light to chi .1 thing 
wlihli heligs to csir uge i.Iairo from London. 

ci p.m, J »Tcr : v< n» v\s that the hruiunalisu ha- e reac hed the 
Mediterranean, and inform the Ducc. 

ArK11 it). The Ducc agrcis with me ahm.t the Tsana, and \vc. have 
given 01 i a consent. I he Fuel i ; complcic u :t trady fe r signature 
The Fu mil Ghatge d’Allaires -Jr.me. i° fl r vanquished country 
of the moment asked urgendy for an interview. Very embarrassed, 
h». u -,d - 4 1 4 , n * - r-issagc froi.u hi., Goveuiuicm asking f ** discus don 
with us !>. h r t , -],• ,1 'Ihere d j> si ; much 01 blackmail in thi: - m 

‘ h. s. Wry. M.P. Secretary of Sin*.- Mr I (in, uj|n 
1 h< J< More fj 'lidnif Sn.ii 1 ny ot St'ite 1 • *i VX • 1 r, ni 37 

J >. ;i— . ala, iji" 1 1 < •’ imcI 'imulhf ot the h «■ riit » •iin< 

s ,, lc(! in cm air raid on I<»*mo in March i«H j 
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Undeclared threat to oppose the British move in favour of recognition. 
I thanked Blondel for the communication and reserved my reply until 
I should confer with the Duce. France too has had a knock-out 


blow now. 

I handed the Japanese Ambassador the text of ihe agreement and 
assured him of the solid nature of our sentiment s for his country. Japan 
was our friend in difficult times. We shall not forget. 

6 ?3 o p. m . ihr Pact with England was signed. Lord Perth was 
moved. Tie said «o me: ‘You know how much I have wanted this 
moment to come/ It is true—Perth has been a friend. Witness dozens 
of his reports, which are in our hands. There vvu an .urriuspherc in 
ilu room of electric u nsion discharged. Many photographers and 
journalist.:. Then came the Egyptian Minister. The English treated 
him with great respect, because in the last phase of the negotiations 
K rypt has been rebelling against British tutelage and wanting to speak 
for herself. A crowd collected outside the Palazzo Clngi and shouted. 
Perth was cheered when lu: left. On the way to the Palazzo \ cnczia 
my < ir v. as surrounded and I was given an enthusiastic demonstration 
j he Dure w . ; pleased. He praised me and said that he means to pi aisc 

mrinpi hlie. Meanwhile the crowd had arrived at the Piazza Venezia, 

f, »j m .1 lowed himself on the balcony. 

'! iien wr got down to work. We examined die french request and 
decided to make a favourable reply. 


A. >m, rn i 7 Al: id a m. 1 u.ecived von Mackensen and intonned bun 
of lie t rench move and ol our den bn, 1 handed him a copy oi the 
memorandum h n by blond I and emphasized that wc have consistent h 
vfj ul ' d dl overtures ainwei at transforming the conveisatmiis with 
France into tripartite talks. With the Herman one always ha. to la 
laying the ghost of Stir,a. I h< y are$0 afraid ol it that they arc templed 


to see ii rise every where. 

At tin same lime, things are not going v.vll between us at:d ur 
(At. nan fn nds in Auth Tyrol. Since the Anschluss the ' •cTinam 
dime. ■ fim nvaliir t ! C'umlvrs too mu 'll, with a st<lv nere.ibr 
of irredentist > i ■ i ■ * ’ n s * i. 11 * mis \vh ch vv cannot continue ' 1 • 

Prude’:>uj t*e i • pronqu .n lion, ..me - certain agitation nn-t be 
stilled a bill))’ in order di U they u ./ n > he allowed <o develop uul 
uaimre more drastic imeivemiou. Only rshuday ilu.ir. was a noiv 
srnnus im idcut at La v in which hrtminm were mlually used Ml 
this, • >n lh < c ol the l uhicr’s visa, is serious. .. . . 

( i id the Duct that l sir .i' i 1 d on rny - v n \"‘ball to •. .dl ,ormg.s 
. nit u . ' t 

,,1: Jd.allshov, I . .Ilf C.Tiirl m morrow. IH.r e ; ,r csjouill sennit. 

It r not cnoutrh lh, the German Governin' >>t to disinterest iMf m 


misr/fy 
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me question and to repeat that our common frontiers are inviolable 
—they must take action. They must repudiate the professional agita¬ 
tors They must follow our example in Dalmatia. Propaganda ceased 
and the Belgrade Pact flourished beyond all expectations. 

April id. Aymard 1 expounded to me the programme for a review, 
Audaa\ which he intends to launch as soon as possible, and asked me 
for our financial assistance, to the extent of 200,000 lire for the first year. 

Hie Ducc approved of my letter to Magistrate Meanwhile then 
have been fresh incidents and we have evidence in our possession which 
suggests that the authorities, possibly the minor authorities, know what 
A going on, I hi • danger to the Axis must be sterilized from tin* very 
beginning. Otherwise' we shall have serious complications. In ins 
presentation visit to die Ducc, Atackcnse.il said that the lothrcr had 
decided to take radieal measures against the agitatorv Let him do so. 
He must xTtainly know the names of the individuals at the head of t!u 
irredentist activities in South Tyrol, just as wc knew those of the leading 
agitators in Dalmatia. A hint from him and the whole agitation will 
cease. These Germans arc indeed going too tar - and not only in 
Europe. 1 had a talk with the Brazilian Ambassador to-day, as l 
wanted to put in a plea for our colonial in* titutions there. 1 hey are in 
fact prrpm mg a la ’ against foreigners in Rio, simply as a lesuh of the 
excesses ol the German cmnniunit\ in Santa Galeiina. A far as 
concerns us, I was given anple assurances. But is it teally a physical 
necessity /or these 'lemons to exasperate the whole human v e until 
it forms a coalition against them? They must take cart: -that might 
happen one .iyiiu, A this time tip* retribution would be much more 
serious than it was »n 19tq. 




whw in. i inioi uicil Blonde! that wc ran begin convrrsntioiu. On 
cm side the . b r>- puim ular subject <0 he discussed except the rccog- 
,*j: 1 * m 0 f the 1 .mm.r Wc .. »• th. iclnje v aitim*. to hear tip* I o*uch 
a ,‘ ui . Ijrfon: makhiy ob .ervation; and proper d. Ihiollicially 1 told 
[Bond'd d tie r«:eii* li press sk old lviiam fiom sayin ; that ill that 
h tVh'U'penetl and i< happening has the object of weakening the Axis 
1 7\ ; , ur 1 rue mil v on!\ results in stiltening our p< auon. 

1 he J Hi r too is concerned about react , .ns in <icTm .rn and doesn't 

want he pmrpmtm wifc condjided befi 

l' will be easy to arrange a little obstruct., nlam my \i*tt to Albania, 

sl'. hlv • mlnn.vd will be uwf.'l !•* this i'‘U)“■ • • 

V^hosluviuhas IV. : ' iml til. Empire S .has UraO. but with 

. i-i, mMthrr fish, i!' n, not fowl have alicad> asl. d 

a fortnuJtt hit h n« 1 *> 

for it u. I/e mi -difiecl , ,, , . , 

. , , „ ,,v...; n _j> .1 In. :d move C .nmhav"> has taken 

1 rmmpha! progress m opaui 


. Camille Aymi.nl.n l ' 


jwUtn: 


lalini. 
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^-urtosa in the rear and folded up the resistance of the Reds. 7 'he 
collapse should be not far oil', and the initiation of conversations with 
Franco must help to discourage the Barcelona Government, abandoned 
by all to it; inevitable fate. The Duce has telegraphed to Berti and 


<SL 


to Franco. 


Anal. -to. I told tltc Prince ol'Ho'sc to -p to Curing in my name 
about the situation in South Tyrol, which is becoming more and more 
„ .pleasant. He::sc was impressed by my exposition of the facts and 

s.'ud that Iv will intervene at once. 

T 1 If Durr liar, her., made furiously angry and with reason, by the 
lvd behaviour of some farmers ironi Bari Mio were being entertained 
in ihe Par^y Home in Munich—lliey even relieved thcm>clvcs on the 
: t. ir A di\ r , isting incident, likely > lower us to an utiI lelievable extent 
?n th • op i .1 of tiu: ( ' rmans. T. lie Chid said that our people must be 
imbued ill* a loftier national ideal, withoiu which they cannot embark 
on the v. ik of colorii/.i ; the Empire. Hr let fly at the ‘sons of slaves’, 
ad dine that ii they had distinctive physical max kings, he would exter¬ 
minate them all, in tlu certainty ol rendering a great service to Italy 
and humanity. 

In the uftenmon I took Artery to see the Chief. Hicrc w:v. nothing 
particularly important in the conversation. Amery talked about 
lt. lv ilu ’land, 'and Czechoslovakia, and alxmt economic, questions, 
j j,. ., ,juld ida* th most iavoured nation clause to be suppressed and 
a .relei emial arrangement between European countries to take its 

(louvers.itioii with Pit-eio.’ FlandiiH intimates tliat he is pieparcd, 
if we wish, to Ire a < andidatc for the. Rome Embassy. 

pl.iliq.s i as delighted with the agi<' liicnt with T.ondon. I gave him 
M-iur itilh: in tion about the talk.-, with France. 


\vn11 it hfonelli*' gave me a report on th<* rapid change >>i public 
opinion in bars, it ms tin.’ with the exception of die 0„u < V r , 

which .. is ho.nl.• .1 CV-. r tK whole • ountry it anxious tor agrt. meat 

with I'.tly. „ ,, 

'Du Out' talke.l u in. about t) •: state of the Irontiet: tie has 
!|, m cj • a-mor.oi luio. of • .’hi(h he is going to niid rue a copy. He 
,,i, , 11 ni. t iv.btlv, in si.a I t! • lronlii it with < rm.mv berinetj. !\ 

-.ml the ir»»'tiers with Yugoslavia setnihrmicih all ' lie-cause he 
| )r .|; ( v •. |I,. . .'sibili*' .1 .. ' i. v-' " I 1 ■. rr V ’ i.i ba on , i on tint u 

I, titi.il> l ..no. • li. v 1-. Tl„* Ciermi-.. tare hate'. at lv; 

.. i„ V. •o-ilavia. I’m 1 a " , ;,b. m tuki.w pveoan .s in that 

din ( tion «o *. as Yugoslav..! miv.l U: invaded by du German l bet 
oPieni 

iVr (' in, 1 iut .tm. I.. lie. 1. tome Hta-W <1 l "-.m . 

■ I'.uio M itrl’i .»n linluti' 
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uust, however, be some plain speaking with Belgrade, and we must 
see if we can’t arrange an understanding of a military nature straight 


away. 

Conversation with Mackensen in the afternoon. I spoke to him about 
the restrictive measures taken by the Reich in Austria, particularly tl e 
abolition of the' special tariff for Trieste and the order for the declara¬ 
tion by foreign residents of their foreign securities. All this, on the eve 
of the Fuhrer's visit, cannot help but exacerbate people---the Germans 
must not havoc that the Anschluss was a shock to many Italians. 
Mnckensoi, saw the point and will do what he can. He also asked me 
about the situation in South Tyrol. I gave him only a brief explanation, 
as I do not want to deal with this question, which is of an internal 
nature, through diplomatic channels. 


April Bo (lari ni, Farinacd, Bottai. 

C mvcrsatinii with Bk ndel, v ho handed me the French proposals 
lor dRcu don. I asked for time and reserved my reply mail I should 
confer with the Ducu. I observed, however, that there was one point 
on v hi eh we should find it difficult 10 agree: the French reservations on 
the section of the Anglo-Italian agreement dealing with the Red Sea. 

It is dear tha» the Quai d' Jrsay is alarmed, at the tdea c>f a con omi- 
tiium in the Red Sea and would like to be included iu the arrangement. 

had just received Nicolas Franco when I saw him. He 
se rued displeased with the Fu-nch pmpovaR and said that the reply 
will have to be put < if until my return from Tirana—• which will be 
onvcnienlly delayed. Nothing must be done until the Fulucr’s visit 
is over. 

i received th<■ fn a Iuioy Extra ordinary of Mandnd.uo. He goto 
about with an iutnpicnr, • he docs no! know a word of .my Ibrcign 
language. 


April 23. Council of Ministers. 

The I>k< hovwh me a very 1 :• * rit beipzig publication, in which 
I! qU( , , n r.! South 1 yrol \? agitated again and off, nsi\c language Ls 
u <d about the Italian mountain population. He was indignant. 
1 I he-. C: riic* ns, he ai * ‘-'it 1 compei me toswalle.w the bitterest pill 
•I no life. I mean the 1 reneh pill. 

J .,neh a idi Hot e-Uehsha, followed by ;.i corn- 1 oamou //< ■'> d the 
r*il'*v \ enr/ia, ''idly on techie- d mil nary m.utcrs The Hum 
xpounded his the bes n lie- drcmy.l. of the bt»'. alien, umt nr ati.m, 
„„«l ih- war of rnana-mTi-. Horc-H .-lisha was full ol pra.se for our 
„ . M-ninioR ami. like ** Jy, was as hwi.bj, 

at‘oia iu\ own .milks. He asked the Du..- v-Wiae. he thou*! ' 
there Wiu any Ii.imlatnt danger .'l war. (he Due 
lh-i .ha 11 1 i 1 • k.‘. their is. 


e could be 
thought 
sai l No. llore- 
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Conversation with Tatarescu. 1 A big man, who speaks perfect 
French and has a more subtle intellect than his appearance suggests. 
Like all Roumanians, he 1 'cars the consequences oi the Anschluss, all 
the more as he thinks it possible that Hungary may become a satellite 
the Greatcr Reich I was very reserved, its I always am with loquacious 
types. 

Received the Yugoslav Naval Mission. 

Aprii. 34. Another long taik with die Dure about the South Tyrol 
question. Curing's reply has arrived, by way of Magistral!, but it does 
not seem to me very explicit. 

Later the Due e telephoned to me. ’1 have clarified rny ideas on the 
subject,* he6&id. ‘If the Ormans behave well and arc obedient Italian 
subjects, I .shall hr able to encourage their culture and their language. 
If. on die other hand, they hope to move the frontier post one single 
yard, they must learn that it can’t be done without the mort bitter war, 
in which 1 shall combine the whole world into a coalition against 
Germanism. An .1 wr hall crush Germany for at least two centuries.’ 

The Brazilian Ambassador announced to rue the ofhcial recognition 
of the Lmpire. He \vw. anxiou; to 0Mined ihn step with the new laws 
against the a' tivitics of foreigners in Bra/d, in order to prove ilia: these 
laws are ndt directed against us. 

Von Maekcnsen assured me of tin many’s perfect goodwill for a 
di, ussion and settlement oiour problems \.ilh regard to the Anschluss. 

Mussolini's opinion of Horc-B< lisha is definitely unfavourab’e. 

Anui 25. Journey to Diana. The usual popular demonstration 

doubledKii jelled, lor 111c ami for 1!>e Duke oi Bergamo. 1 < caption 
at Court. J met tin Queen," who is charming and has already learn: 
tu 1 lilt -v- t sovereign should, and also the royal princesses. 



AJ'Kil -7 I he wedding the. it 
dignity than one mi«*lu hate exp: etci 
K.ii actually appe red m< e !. tli< c< 
populace mu lined indill. 1 nt d t 
ragged If; n usual 


Ai iui Av Visbcd Italian interests. 
(Am (i , U u with tl ’ Kim it Dili 


u I Jui: • »»• l ' u ‘ l D«*rn. m n. Of this 
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Amd of my other conversations, and also of my impressions and inten¬ 
tions, I shall draft a memorandum for the Ducc. I leave Albania more 
firmly convinced than ever of the need for a radical solution. 


April 29. Came back on the Bande Nere. Ail the way from Bari to 
Rome the local inhabitants greeted me enthusiastically at the stations. 

A pkil 30. 1 gave the Duce an account ol my visit to Albania. I shall 
sum up my impressions in a report. But he agreed at once about tin 
necessity lor a radical solution and said that, so long as we get Albania, 
he is prepared even to have a war. I handed him a magnificent speci¬ 
men of copper ore from th* mines at Alessio, with the words ‘Here a r e 
the Carthaginian figs.’ 

Berti has sent a report on the situation in Spain, i he Duce, after 
summing tilings up, gave this directive: the corps of volunteers is to 
remain in Spain as a proof ot Taliati solidarity, but it will 101 be 
employed in any nun e operations on a large scale. Only in exceptional 
cases may permission be given for the employment of a particular 
detachment. The volunteers will leave Spain at the end of the war, or 
if and when ‘non-intervention’ makes some decision. 

I resumed the negotiations with Blondcl and found him vei \ o ainha- 
tory. He agrees on the impossibility of reaching a conclusion before 
the Fuhrerfs v isit and has accepted almost all my remarks. 

I had : shm . talk with Perth, in connexion with the visit of the. 
i rciieh Minister to London. The results have been communicated to 
Grandi by H ililax. 

Another long convex Ui«<n with the Duce, in which 1 gave him an 
account of my activities of 10-dav. V.V laid the inundations for a pact 
of mutual respeot 10 hr proposed 1 the Germans during the forth¬ 
coming visit, 1 pact whi' h w aid give souk actualitv n* the Axis, now 
ill it the questions pet ificd in 'hr Protocols of October to. b nay be 
regarded as exhausted. 
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THE CRISIS OVER CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
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THE CRISIS OVER CZECHOSLOVAKIA 




Ciano outlines a German-Italinn treaty. Hie l uhrcr in Italy (May 

3 -y) l.'ure and King - Plans for Albania I ranee and the- Red 

Sr.i— Mn nlim make.' a sin vij* speech in G< nou (May 1 ) — I lalv <hs- 
nilcn- 1 li< rirlf in ' .’zrrhoilovnltia iWimlinhoiri whh Itiiii't ai 1 

• (toulhlill Ptrlh pioi'.ih. liiutluil. 'it ili' .Sii'K h 1 ilancl' Perth on 

Lot^land’ . altitude to ilu « li pu l l« <> Sciiimolli *-Ami-l1» nch 
frclb g Ci.ui' - .%p' al.. in Milan Air raid on Tkwvvlona Giaiu> 
meets Sloyadinuvicli in Venire (June ib-hl) Plans for iccl'iinalion 
in Albania - -Germany offers a military alliance—Chamberlain in 
cli(lit ulticN -Kugl.uid nd the Italian troupe in Spain —Implenicnla* 
lion of tin: Pa< t postponed--Mussolini s ‘third wavc’ - Olfi nsive in 
Spain (July 13). -‘Not persecution but discrimination’ -Hungarian 
leaders in Rome -Red resistance in Spain- Opposition from the 
Church over the racial question—Progrr? in Albnnia Germany 
prepare? lor action in Chechoslovakia- P< snrinsm over Spain - Anti- 
Jewish measures (September »)- Germany’s unknown plans--The 
Ftihrcr proposes a meeting v ith Mussolini Plan-, for a partial with¬ 
drawal from Spain—Chamberlain at Herchte?) -den (September 
15) Mussolini tours northern Italy- -Ghambeilain at C«odesbej>; 
(September ri - -He- e in Venice with a 11 .>sage Mu dim orders 
partial mobilizai ion -- Chamberlain npju\iJs to Mussolini Mussolini 
propu ,r. a Confei • ■!»< a of 1'ot.» Munich iSepl«*mb< r »' -Ribbm- 
tr< ]) po post . Irip.irlitc Alliance. 


i\l ay 1. 1 presinu 1 an ouilim ol the p»v.sil>lr u»\n\ with (b nr.uiy 
to thr Chief. H ay rued. f shah propose the treaty !<• Ril hrniinp. and 
pa.int can to him that it is in *m common interest to so*!) Wr liavc 
ni.’dr n p r> t oiiJi ! >ndo >: w< shall shortly be injkim one with tin* 
French: unless w< debne our n.lati m. whh Hcilin as well, everybody 
v ill sn. that the Axis has been hemi luted and vv are guini; back to 

Sircsd. , . 1 1 Vi. 

j n t ; iC . l0 d f work* d ai wmmg my report and pmniai Aina 

It is preserved in the volume of iny writings. 


May -• Nothing prtteubr. . 

1 ^ rm u seethe Euluer’s apm Im.-m .t (h< I’M.ur. 1 "V huvenken 

the orn ' unity to rede.,... .uetlv house . expose. I he E: mu , 

Prince used i. h ' >"" ;t wnu.iaWo bathroom*. 1 h« •• tew 

ones will be what is tailed prim 1 '\. 

Initialled the payment* ayreemeut with .Span. 

Blonde! s .-n( me pr- p.«s:ifa fbi vuiom trucks ol the ag.cement. 


m 
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,\v 3. Arrival of the Ftihrer. 


<SL 


May 4. i shall not record a chronicle of the Fiihrer’s stay, as it is 
amply reported in the press. I shall coniine myself to <1 few unpublished 
incidents and conversations and impressions. 

The first thing is of a domestic nature. The Court has absolutely 
declined to retire into the background and has shown itself to be a 


useless encumbrance. 

When the Fi'ilirer arrived, the populace was gieatly disappointed to 
six. that the foundci of Italy’s political pow er was not by his side in the 
triumphal progress through the imperial streets, which owe their con- 
( cption and tlieii realization to him. The Germans probably felt it as 
much as we did. At Naples too there was some sort of unpleasant 
incident, due to the incompetence ol chose in charge of the ceremony. 
The whole atmosphere is rri th-eaten—a dynasty a thou and years 1 Id 
does not h’ke the manner of self-expression of a revolutionary 1 gime. 
To a Hitler, who to them is nothing but a parvenu , they prefer any 
paltry little king, of Greece or Denmark even, with a crown on his 
head and some indeterminate number of quartering*. 

When Ril bcutrop told me < I the incidents, l made him speak to the 
Uucr. The Ducc s.iirl: ‘Jell the Fflhrer to exercise patience. I have 
been cxeui’iin p nience few sixteen year.. . . Ribbcntrop replied that 
he one good thin*' the Social Democrats di in Germany was to 
liquidait the monarch' for evt r. 

The military parade; have been magnificent, i. he German who 
ma ; have been a little sceptical on this pnino will leave with a very 
different iiupi cssion. 

May 3 Ribbmirop h.r offered u. a part r-f military assistance, 
public or which*"n we pndcr. ( f lid not he /rate to tell tin: 

Duo; 1 . ,ainst till; ; - . J have tried V • del:.) the conclusion of 

a f»a..t fur pohdeal consult nr j an assistance. 

TG Dun inlaid:; to mala th< (tac t. We diall make it be<?m:«: he 
has ;i Ur mi , .1 -id a U n c.uns ha r.ot trusting die wo. am demoa.i- 
, 1 nr.srl ' e/f 1 it as belle* to postpoa* it, in order ml 

.lulu duo h Cl. ujiIm rhan just betore tlu meeting of nr 
T/sigut; ( 'ouncil, at whit J. In is (• > Lnirw h tl • recognition < »f th f r >pi»< 

: |, .signature of a pact, whirl > night be susrr ptibh l various intei- 
p.cuuou c cludii *d at of,ism a allianc e, would make Ium task rnorc 

ditlieuli and put a 'capon in the 1 and:; the opp"siti°n * a Gcncv.i. 

M • f.. Ilf Fuhn r h n bf■» n »» .t ained > 1»* ,r ,lr 0 • }[h ‘ r c. \ di 

ihr Dure Wnh nic f ltdci has ne t talked pol : »n ■». Fdl eiUrnp, on du: 
oduj h:u.u i c:‘iiiber;tnt and uc< is! , i I h< Hun savslr- 

bci« •a ,M ; •*» d*« nPeg'* ■, *•» 1 ,rrmai*.s \. 1 'i’C a > 1 i'-a t 1 h J * i( W n »unti 
l lr trill" • ah' ni u Idnj. v ar light and jrfi vvithou' naming att cna iy 
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ns 

or defining an objective. Sometimes he wants, in collaboration with 
Japan, to destroy Russia. Sometimes he wants to hurl his thunderbolts 
against France and England. Occasionally he threatens the United 
States. This leads me always to take his projects with a grain of salt. 
About specific and actual problems he is calmer. He declares that the 
Czechoslovakian question is not urgent and that a system of regional 
autonomy might perhaps delay the solution for severaly ears. He adds, 
however, that, should it ever be necessary to liquidate the affair by 
force of arms, it would be done in a matter of days, before anyone had 
time to react. 

The Polish corridor is accepted for an indefinite \ era d by Germany, 
which actually desires to see the power of Poland increased as a means 
of strengthening the anti-Bolshevik barrier. 

He confirmed to me what Hore-Belisha had said on the subject ol 
colonics Hitler toid Lord Halifax that the colonial problem will cornt 
up in its turn, that is in a lew years. For the moment G< rmany docs 
not intend to force the pace. 

May The liihrer has had a greater pers nal success than 1 fnd 
expected. Considering that he arrived in the midst of general hostility 
and was only imposed by the will of Mussolini, he lias succeeded pretty 
well in melting the ice round him. His speech of last night helped a lot. 

His pcis< nal contac ts too have won him sympathy. Particularly ar. ong 
women. 

] he Ki.it; ! mains is h.isfih towards him as ever and tries u> make 
'Ml that lie ;.s M'liie kind of psycho-physiologic a! degenerate. He told 
the 1 him and nit dial the* first i ghf of he. stay at the Palace, at aboru 
one in the iiiumm Hitler ashed for a vn man. 1 lu# can nl a gu ar 
t)ITlT!i"UOjri, l la I. it veas explained- -apparently iiu e.\n’t t to nlf rp, 
u ss with his own eye:, he -s a woman irmukc Iiu bed. It v\as 
dilla iilt i j find om;, but at Ium K-»e! rlutnihermai l arrived nul the 
problt in v-s "di d, • opposing (,» | H * ,u;e, it wutild he interesting 
and mysterious. But is n frtu Oris it tathcr malice on tla purl of the 
Kin , wia al e. ii* in«i it- i that Hitler injects linn . It uli stimulants 
and narcotics. 1 

]\j .v d \lnssolini bcliovi... that Hitler puts rouge » n h . i ( <.ek«i in 
order u. hide hi- pallor.. 

1 1 -ns and Himmler nd to \nfii > dial at the Palazzo Vrneyi i thei r 
j, m am k > 1 ;'he of u ' latum, while at the Qmimal you get dir 

■ i Jlit ed . 

IK* spectncle a the Stadium was sufib. i > \ luotv dm the 

military organization! which a 8 perfect, the Cermann mufit have 

j,pj,j, , : ; ri | ij |( r ,-i v jl .-I-, i i i a. ' of tin Com ml i y. winch is a thing more 
rnnipli. n*i and ddlieuh *<> ^ ,,;, ‘ VT When ihc cr.il ore mi ation is 
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and the spirit of heroism is awake in a people, 
tion is easily arrived at. 


military organiza- 


May 9 . Florence welcomed the Fiihrer with heart and head. It is 
a sensitive city, which understands everything. Hitler’s speech on 
Saturday completely transformed the situation—even more perhaps 
than the declarations of respect for our frontiers the Italians loved the 
lyrical impetus with which they were made. 

The farewell between Hitler and Mussolini at the statiun was very 
affectionate. Both men were moved. '1 he Duce said: ‘Hcncelbrth no 
force will be able to separate us.’ 'Flic 1 uhrer’s eyes were full of 
tears. 

When Gocbbcls was going through the rooms of the Quirinal, he .said, 
as he passed the throne: ‘Keep that gold and velvet object. But put the 
Dure on it. ’I hat chap’—indie ting the King—‘is too small. . . .' 


May iu. It: the train the Duce discussed my memoianduin on 
Albania with me. He agrees with mv decisions and believes that the 
month to act will be next May. That, means we shall have a year lor 
preparations on the spot and also in the international sphere. Since 
a diplomatic crisis will be precipitated and France end England will 
inevitably be against ua ii is important to secure the pact with Ger¬ 
many The pact will ..iso serv e to re- orimcnd a policy of moderation 
to Vug. la via. Separated from her (astern and western friends uid 
Sf[ite< vc ; between Germany and Italy, Yugoslavia will have no < hoice 
but ’o ad* i' 1 the attitude which v. ' adopted towards the Anschluss. 

J spoke to Ja< omoni and tolr! him to prepare for me a plan for local 
action—public works, < hat it i< >, economic, spoiling, and if possible 
political o; p unizatiojis. 

Othe .visenothing n r *w,' >: pt that at Geneva an auti-Italiancharade 
is in preparation for Talari’s aiiival. Halifax and Bonnet 1 n:av manage 
to suppr» . s ii but they arc puli ng up a p she v. 


■ 1 a v m. G"nv< rwuion with Blondel. On all points it is cue H> 
ro d' w '•onn'.i, v\«.ep sp.en and the Real Sea. Or Spain, he vn » 
that, no Ft < n Ii ( ov* nnueju could lather a Franco Ita inn pad which 
ad n- ! inrniiOii the Spanish probl-m. And Mussolini does not want 
to meulion it. For the K .1 Sea iliev would like to be associated with 
tJic Anglo-ltalian up ecmriu. The usual French mania i >1 tra ns for tu¬ 
rn the bilateral into <1 collective As lie 1 < ft, Blond* 1 ?”iid to me: *1 
leave v, illi .1 he. ivy lieai I n.i Mired I im, n« *1 be* .a u's*' ; 0 " "piiini-.iir\ 
)."'t ijeruu: 1 (h*l not vaut to v\« .*k< r> Boundk tietnui «>l Geneva 


to-morrow. 

I lie '.Spanish , \ mb.e s.u It «r is n< a ipp.^d 10 » u icpwuu.g to the 

I rrinli loifit '* 1 Nt• 11 i-»i«-r April uo.H *" ; , 'onbci (939* ^ 

Minister ta i.ir i’i cum (iovmmu ' 
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French the assurances given to London, provided that we ask for 
similar assurances from Paris and the closing of the Pyrenees. 


May 12. The Duce was quite uncompromising towards the French 
requests. He rejects the idea of their adherence to the agreement fov 
the Red Sea, which lie means to regard as an Anglo-Italian condomi¬ 
nium , and he refuses to talk about Spain with Paris. When I said that 
in that case wc shall fail to reach an agreement, he replied that he will 
reach one ith Berlin on the lines oi Ribbcntrop’s proposals. And 
when T added that the agreement with London im ht also be damaged 
or even ruined, he talked about making an alliance with Tokyo. Once 
again the French w ill be to blame. Lori knows how hard I have worked 
to prevent tiie alliance with Berlin, which is burdensome for the present 
at id worrying for t lie future. But I ha\c conic to think that french 
pettiness will render my efforts vain and that before long a new docu¬ 
ment will be signed in the halls of the Wilhelinstrasse. Mussolini lire 
made up Ins mind. 

1 gave the Swis, Minister a dressing down for the arrest oi' some 
irredentists in the Ticino—with such effect that Ruegger turned pah . 
Switzerland must be prudent and not annoy us —her future is not rosy. 

Stoyadinovieb har lei ine know that In' hopes to sec me at Venice in 
June. Good. 1 will talk to the Duce and lix a date. 

The American Ambassador expressed fears about the realization of 
a pact of military assistance with Berlin. 1 reassured him. 

At Geneva the Abyssinian question has been buried. 


May 13. I i, '' m i* ! Perth ol the difli< ulties we n* meeting in the 
negoti. -iviu with Pane I also told Idm that it would be most un¬ 
desirable f >1 LngluiiJ l.» .eial« Fram e with the an ane/'ineilt fm ill* 
Red Sea and \rabia. 1 m.iv actually nui hr possible, owin*; to 
ariicle 3. which obliges Italy aid Great Ih ilain u resist e\n y attempt 
or the. pai r of a thiid power to establish itsHl in Arabia. We have 
ciituallv ’stablished a condom: run el two powers--why turn »t into 
. n f three* 1 .\! 1 cl thril then is the quoaion of Spain and lieu 
\ Ui^solini 1 * not prepau d to cotnpnuni.se. Perth trie i to iuAhtaie an 
unde rs 1 a a* ling, but he had ’o admit in the end that the Fu nch an bad 

i\< >• aialors. , , . , 

( )r* \jc ird the Cavoui 1 told the Duee of in', • omcisation with l'crih, 

He d more 11 u.l more .inti-Freiu h He. says they aie a nation ruined b\ 
Ahoi sviiiiiiis, and jonrn ilism. In his sprrrh at < it nou l.e uill >...< 
rr: ntinu franc*-. Nor Swiualand, v h»s,- ai.irud-: he hud*. umati .. 

1 I dkinf of -*in ht said *bat hr intends *».»• troop to • ike pan in 
a ,,rw oflVnsivc T*» pt them rra.lv for u .*•-.'".he is prqn.ml ... 

m >kI oih (■•■ n iiikuvriTirii'*, as it i ,lu '"a r.unnanM.K.. 
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ver, the London Committee reaches a decision about evacua¬ 
tion, he is ready 10 comply with it as far as we are concerned. 


May 14. We arrive at Genoa at 8 a.m. The city looks beautiful, 
casting off the mist and clothing itself in the sun. Flags, sirens, salvoes. 

Tin: crowd. The Chief speaks. It is a very strong, anti-French speech. 
The crowd hisses France, laughs, ironically, at the agreement with 
I./ udon. I have compared the speech is he delivered it wall the drail 
he had prepared, in Scbastiani’s possession. The draft was entirely 
diftW-eni- the attack on France was lacking, lie was more polite 
towards the English and le.s definite in promises towards Berlin. He 
was carried away by the crowd. Good. Now we must await reactions 
from Paris and London. Then wc shall see what the tone of the 
negotiations can be, if indeed they are going to continue. 

In the afternoon the Ducc spoke again at the f ascist Headquarters. 
‘Genoa is, after Rome, one ol the four imperial cities—Pisa, Ravenna, 
Venice, and Gen >a. W< too are now imperial and carry our flag 
beyond the :eas, not as .1 Signoria ( r a Commune or a Republic, but as 
a united nation. Once Italy i« united, it cannot but be an Lmpire. 
Orae ii is an Empire it rannot bul dominate oilier Empires. The 
enthusiasm I have: ecu (o-duy< onvinces me that the Italian people arc 
not weary, but ready for a new assault. 

After spending the evening at the Med ids’ house, l left for Rome. 

May 15. Reactions to tin. w*ecrh are, foi he moment, less strong 
th 111 {.of* might have rxjH’i. ted. But ' >Hi» - » t L. - v .ill inc.v.ise. Moth- 
iug new at tie' office. Peru ha:; recognized the Ism,-ire. 

M as ib. 1 cauglu up will my interviews, receiving a series of more 
or less interesting prr.ionag s. 

the envoy**, parln ularly those of the Dauuhian and Balkan states, 
h. .< turir lie.nls lull « i!i divii- n I 1 'a Ik an F.nrope int > .. Italian 
and Grim.in sph r<- ol influence. I ga\ tlie lit: o lias nimmr put 
about by the. l*n * * h po s. 

I. told tin ( ha' ho lovak \1 inistt r that wc hope for a peaceful Solution 
of ill- G/.i • h janbltm, b.u Hi.a. ,. r , lt « n<,f. direr dy iutcrmt ^ m the 
qu< 1 i« if 1 and tlunfwie - . >um rj •; u» . < dtan pi» ;car an «I i 1 11 • - •: m 
neutrality. We did n<>( > 1 •.. a • An aria; c ui we be expect . • •» mo\ r 
lor IVagm 

Vulan jjinngfit me a sr rret p cl fm < rmsm aiion. in* hid:u.. a < kmso 
f«>r military lama in ilu »■»•< at of unprovoked aggi e• <*n the part 
<>l 1 iij - la 1.1 1 11 uhet ejaical al* »m die ndv e.abilitv ol he r 

<i uinent: hitlia iheereti ally m - ret out become public jiao when 
they arc likely to t'ois - trouble. I shall «pcpk to die. Ihiec on dtese 
lines. 
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Grandi has sent me a letter for the Duce, asking to be appointed 
Minister of State. Here is a man who serves the regime disinterestedly. 


May 17. Met the Duce at the station. In the car 1 informed him ut 
Viliam's demarche . He too is rather sceptical about the usefulness of a 
document of this kind. Stoyadinovirli has declared to us that under 
no circumstances would lie attack Hungary. Meanwhile the Duce 
wants Budapest ro leave Geneva—after that we shall be ready to talk. 

The Clucf is working steadily to weaken Geneva, with a view to our 
action in Albania. 

I had a long talk with Jacomoni about Albania and gave the Chief 
a list of a series of measures to be taken in order to prepare the ground. 
I also discussed the question with Par; mi He read my memorandum 
of May 0 and agrees completely on every point. He thinks that, with 
good preparatory work, the coup may be effected with comparative 
case. 

The Ducc is still very worked up against I*ranee. He told me to 
postpone all communication with Blondel until the end «»1 the week. 

I infoini.M the Dure that in the present situation, and ahc. his speech 
at Genoa, 1 consider it useless fee me to make my m port to the Senate, 
lie agree;. I have telephoned to Pcdcrzoni to cancel the debate. 

The iWvmpan Minister nridc a statement to me about recognition, 
in such ambiguous and hesitating terms that I relusnl to accept it. 1 i< 
will telegraph to his Government to claiify tie situation. 


May »ll. iiO?d Perth made a 'Umirchc concerning the erne- 
quetices of t)"' Gem 1 spee< li. 1 tt. 1 h a Minute of ill r-uiv i sjl i< .,, 
In my reply i 1 1 i I drav n Piet met ion betwvMi our 1 Nations with 
i Vance and (Ik^-wkI. Id". Ian I don't kn v\ how iai I u is suo e iul. 
However, IVitl- made his inn< urio mm vciv poliu ly and \GH, 1 
« rrluin bitten Ik a rum* in desiring I. agreement and lt<* is 
eetv in deprecating .a ery pi sibk cause of disturbance. 


since 


l jeren 


ed th 


dot. 


Japanese Auibn s, 
dl ,;, (•„, a niullituii'- oHittlc things an I then got dm 
itusim • !•»<• with Uiglt II-- m. : pleased whe: 


li«' thanked roe, a- hr al cays 
»wn to the :u i ions 

buxines 1 ,, i.u i<<» • ".mi 1.11 m 1. • ■' ' * i'*.. ” hen I lohl lirn » hat 

. < H . ‘ "viii ' I.' rido lias u» >1 w-' ikcm d our • *• * 1 i ? > . j ,-r i'okui, 

■'dl till nunc pleased wh a 1 did nut deny that Anglo-Italian relation* 
j( - ,.„i y hul l reedy, tell the toM-xqiiencex . I om dith.allir, with 

p , j 

"ihr Hcloian AmlMssado,. PeUv AlS.ii, and gn at pomposity. 

, r . physiqu . chin • thinking cluimy laughter, it. 
,, , < ,, j , |;1 ,kc nv J'-rget his (rcmtanopln 1 ia oi a U-w weeks ago 

at, l p..o,-d . v.-tything that he h:. 1 abused -eveo Mararr. 

, i olini ■ 1 evt i 1 

I MO, Oath h.wis oi' i’iy Mmutc la., l-pi" .ed ..I'lln: wu> in vhi. h 
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I had spoken to Perth, in consequence of a report rom Tirana about 
the exaggerated ac tivity of the German Minister, he told me to let 
Ribbentrop know that \\c regard the Albanian question as a ‘family 
matter’. That is the phrase they used for Austria and the Sudeten 
Germans. It means ‘hands oflV The Duco declares that he is ready 
to go into Albania at one: , even at the cost of setting lire o the 
European powder barrel. He is already making ihe necessary military 
prepai at ions. 

In the afternoon I saw Xanfirescu, the new Roumanian Minister. 
Like many of his c ountrymen, he is verbose, empty, and pompons. He 
can't open hr mouth without talking about the Latin origin of his 
people, and he does ;L in such a way that every time I am left less 
c on v meed of the truth of his assertions. He docs all ’he tailing him. If, 
which is a good tiling, because I have' read many of ids telegrams ana 
they, show that you only have to say Or.e word and he attributes the 
most fantastic statements to you. ihe Roumanians are the most un- 
tnithfe! of all diplomats. Zanfirescu entertained me with an account 
of tiie negotiations between Roiimania and Hungary* He says that 
progm.h is lf/v\ because of ' mgyar obstructionism. It is quite possible, 
because I know what Knnya thinks*m the subject. However, 1 expressed 
no opinion. 

M,\\ 20. 1 saw the Durr twice. In the morning I found him in an 
car.i< r mood than that u( the last lew days. He conlu mrj that lie dors 
not intend a> begin diwuHsiomi vith the French mid is v.aitin- lor the 
result* of the economic negotiation? in Berlin. He laid down certain 
principles f*»r out* towards Uudap< t: in tue ent ot JIunp.uicn 

art ini i again ( //rein. .,io\ .G nu with German connivance, wc o .i.iin 
<li'.inteir i led; it* die r . m nl ; a unprovoked attack by ugoslawa an 
absurd suppoMtion, whit h may be ruled out) we would help Him 'A 1 ) * 
jji icmrn Bu tape-’ mint l aw Geneva. I nana too ..ill have - lea\< 
Geneva, w l nigeevn-d in my » - ut« uandurn on Albania. 

Afternoon-- tin* Dll. < .as .lightly woiiied about Clued v. . 
y Iidlioil. Tie I brio.; 0 ... . he nj tlicpi* s .d Ltlcn is being t.llla d >! 

I have ’> legrapla*d lo G null to find out hov thin g. stand Mlu 
whether vr ran in iH .my nu \ . siongduii the Prime ' f > lifter 


Muv * d i i»! 
tin* • .thei 
(h \ many 


pOSlt UMi 


Serious 

ripening. 
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21. Norway has recognized the Empire. 

I went to sec the Duce again in the afternoon, with W/socki, wiio 
was making his farewell visit, and remained behind alone with him. He 
is pleased at the commercial agreement which Guarncri has reached 
with Germany. He had been given to understand by Guarncri that 
things wen* going badly, and I told him what Guarncri said when 
Hitler arrived—‘the funeral of the .Axis’. I lie Ministry for Iradt and 
Currency is a centre of masonry—the Duce too is convinced of this. 

He miked to me about the incidents occasioned by Sem BeiidliV 
play, Orchidea. He says there are still three kinds of anti-Fascist demon¬ 
stration in Tialy funerals, the theatre, and witticisms, lie criti. ized 
Sem Benellii writing, which he regards as a public display ot die worst 
side of human nature. ‘Every house has a lavatory and we all know it 
is there But that doesn’t mean we show it to the guests who crane to 
visit ns.' 

1 reported on (he Czechoslovak situation, which d growing more 
tense a ; a result of yesterday's incidents. Mussolini continued that he 
is not role -t' d in Czechoslovakia’s late. I11 any case, he dor not 
diink that France ill mobilize. 1 have been told that haul Boncour," 


asked whether he would mobilize. in the event of Get man aggiession 
against Prague, replied ‘poMque’’. In that ‘presqm lies the whoh of 
demon cy - -if shows that the greatness of France! is uo more. 

Conversation with Perth (Minute made) He told me what Grc.it 
Britain has done in Pi ague and Berlin, and said that he regards the 
situation t -day as cwtrcincly *.i 'niaron -more dangciou.': than at am 
time dno 1 confirn d Italian neutrality on the < ich question 

According to Perth, I ranee m:iv mobih/.c at an) moment. 


\[ vv .. . | t),, rr UJi^\ . ih.it the Cv-crh diuad >n i‘ not .0 

rn • , . ptoplc think Wi abused t \v< lion [t g tfm h 

I ul ,. a | v ,, ., \ n .; 1 • *)it hunIoi U:i* * to human iv 1 he I n *u h lb volution, 
thr Spanish wav. du- Austrian crisd, and now the tension m CSceho- 

. . | n 1 sd ag tatir n 1 cl WieCted w fch < Ic 

, , . , ,, nvM< ' alio' tlceisions of i;.r-re. citing important e n >dep nd 

,, n t ! ltl | l.o.ii lu mass. by. 'nation irresponsible, which is the people. 

i In- i , 4 (ipjr never knows w 1 ' a w.mt^ except l » work hide and earn 
nxlU |i j v< t to-da; die p« an ol the woi Id .nay depf nd on some 

»jn,„kci 1 1 !'• 11 . who provoke s an in« idem hi in Jer to exe ■' ri ! 
lo , , .md nil this smi ply in m to € b at !• k al oilm d-lbr tin \nnci* n • 

l ,, (( p ( l | j, as p ( d \, 1 \ nry lit ly Pa an mirrvinw and I r* 1 en < d him 
al - j u, f J n , l .; to a ; ,1 r •’ 1 . 1 an 11 , hr inidi m> 11 me 1 I In' 1 * mint mi- 
ranon made n» \ r on Bibbcutiop )esl 1 du\ 1 lti.iil* a .vluvuti oi tin. 


Nrtii lirficlll, Oali ill *UlO di.UH.lUtl, 

! .,u! I.mtu >111, i ihIi ! ' i' ll til • I Mart li r \|*ril . V "ul i»ivvt«Mnl> 

Iiiim im* to ti. 
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hvei .ation. Briefly: fresh counsels of moderation and a coniirmation 
that in the event of war London will be by the side of Paris. I reassured 
Perth, telling him t hat, unless new arid unexpected collisions have taken 
place to-day, Germany will not move. I displayed perfect serenity and 
told him that the Duce too is quite calm. That seemed to encourage 
him. 


May v In Berlin ou, according to what Magistral! said on the 
telephone h h tlw English who are ringing the tocsin. They have gone 
so far v* to put about a rumour that the Embassy is ready to ask for it* 
passport*. That is exaggerated--the elections have passed off without 
too many clashes and the situation is beginning to settle down. Mean¬ 
while r< cent eve n' have proved tv. o things: that Germany is not ready 
lor a collision, as some i"particularly Ribbentrop) would hl cc it to be 
believed, and tb it England is terrified at the idea of a war. Mussolini 
says that that is natural in a people which has a comfortable life \ n d 
has made a religion off ating and games. Fundamentally, tL: Germans 
too ha r this tendency to he Tmism, he thinks, but they arc restrain?d 
b; their heroic philosophy and by lack of space and wealth. 

' Gout eivat 'on with \ lllani. I a vain explained an attitude towards 
the pact offered us and following the Din e > instructions, I told him 
v t will discuss it when Kan) a cunie.* to Ital) I bin d at the possibility 
of their leaving Geneva, but 1 uaw diat \ ill bl ish< 1 and began to 
drag iti th topic of the minorities. 

I iulurmed von Mackeireri of the state of the convocations with 
Hlondcl and the re* uhs of my meetings with f vrth. I hen I bluntly 
raised (he ,u< stion ol Albania and said tuat; wc regard ii .*■ a ‘family 
matter’. 

Viol l is opt inti ait abom the situation in Sp; ill. Mesa) dial Iran, 
means to at(; 'k in Ciualonii s on an ! that lu* e *pet.l.s this action T o be 
the t i,d <,f 1 )m rubhi r. 


M \ j. < >peii!n; nf : »• l)oj>ola*uiv 1 Exhibit! >n- ver / su? i esslul. 

1 he 1 >r. e h > l» ii. I » h (. g.» » . NT • bin .illd given Til'" h:W < hi cell'. . n 
l*»f t|o‘ bil l peri It l till t«» ».eikr lli(l» I it til tO buMl IflO M.'-.C It) 
( .b 11nbe» ’a 111. I.n > I la* I’ , t« : j, arc ( (»ii( ( i u ad, lie wn u* It» spi <\p J 
.• !i )» bairn oi the wound*- he made . Genoa * nr if nol rounds, a 
lea.it ii .. 1 1 « b' j I * T i h ret . u 11 r m , 1 s ;• pt >! a y «■ 1 goodwill 1M 111 If IV at 
the be theoiniug meeting of the Non -1 mci . cut ion CniiifiMttec*. I .ucurr I 
him 1 hilVf d) will Gimtdi Ms u metinns. 

Jf *ju; f iiaj M*m for bvn and a.* *i i,r . h in. g'*iu ral . ss: rate * 
in tin sen •" ol undo.standing and agicimciii with us \ he Idliee ti. > 

* n,.p.l:> Min Wor): , rite h.i ' • i »n tub .W..11 I win* athletic, full • i, 

•itid of ' * Iriiiuit -atlviiM . . 

* At il openii g ai jui. i ol ti. .t..:oncl Nation**! I »n^n ,r ( j 1 Nuidv ol f anv.ii 
Qitr • 1 'iiu . eui»i. j ‘ t? i y .it- * lilr.n fniumtr th' uo -to o.ihih! '"hu- . 
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oi nd the conversation very inc.onchr ive— t look place in t hr Minister’s 
private house, as the move did not m<\ i with the approval ot the 
bureaucrats of the Quai d’Or say. With men of this kind at the helm 
of France it is not easy to come to an understanding. 


May 23. Nothing very important. The French press, by ab this 
shaking of the list at Germany over the Czech question, sei 1 lb ely ' o 
aggravate the situation. After an agreement reached on the telephone 
by Al fieri a ad Goebbcls, our prcv< will enter the IF- to-morrow against 
the Parisian papers. 

I have prepared an outline ol my speech at Milan on June 2, but 
I shall have to await developments. At the moment days Count like 
months, and the situation chanj" s with the. speed ol the cinema. 


May 26. The Franco-British press and certain rathci untrustworthy 
quarter., in Germany have raised doubts about the ren! itlitudc of 1 l«i 1 y 
over th: Czechoslovak problem. 1 his led me to MD.miun Amlnssadoi 
Mackcns.cn and repeat to him that our point of view >•» »'\a< tly th it 
expressed to the I'iihrei and to Ribbetifrop—we are not intnrstr l in 
the fate of Prague and we arc absolutely solid behind Germany. 1 also 
offered, if Berlin likes the idea, to confirm this ’incof < onduct by a note 
in the hjorihuiiow' Di^lotnutira. Although nothing new has happened, 
the Duee was inoi p* Amistic to-day and foresees war. He declared 
that he will immediately cmei the struggle by the side ol the Germans. 

Gra/iani talked 10 trie about die Empire. lie is nut very o»nvin< <*d 
of 11 v* possibilities of the Duke of \osia as Viceroy. Ih is weak .. I t»»o 
much in the hands i»f his nboidinates. This was to be exp< ted, for 
royal pi it m. w are 1 srd to respect Imp /*.»1 to • omm.»nJ Senator 
GisjMn a 1 Fas rvpu-M\1 t«» ini i\ lather similar opinion. IF i-., 
how eve •, in**1 * hopeful than ( F a/iani ibuiit «h< po ibdity of p->* if vin,-; 
t)ie Ltnp’O' ‘a it I 1 11 a 1 elafi\ ely 1 rid p* i i I. 

\j . > jy m (Vrlin ha nut vet replied to om oiler. I hey will, how 1 v f » 
j , j, • i know their real intent inm do they want m proceed 10 
the. disintegration ot Gy « lms U sal aa or me tin v S'oisfe. ! with a • vMein 
, ' ivrioiul autonomy. I Vo- , v I .it. Kibhenu ip said in H \n<\ 1 seam 
/ 1J1( , Ult i u the Frsi in < ' they m« lino t<> die :.mmil alternative. 
j,i. roved ha' h v as I li lull 1 -vl... > • .)«• I<*r r-. • ill.. 

il,<. 1 1 .. .hi al ilic wron«; moment lh 1< .t In. head and made- I >n.Ua 
I 1;, tliai ar was iv.n. : an i mexd>l. And t'O i< <■' his 

‘‘idly t oui'ininicatfd iurif to the hys.cn al i ..cifiim ol the Brit. b 

the ‘No-. Intervention’ G.nimiti xa little shatter h.n been m wlc 
t.ed.rds -•» solmi-'-n .1 tl •,|.*ni»h vonfliei I'ulln..,,).. ,,, mud-... in , 
ivlti nt.e ol'oil' oh vers v. •: ar.estcd I . tl- U< is, Gi. dt h.u rat 

..,i hir f itnil'n, ’AuStcrlh/. bullet mr* and has t. led the u ml wl"lV»'K 

1 i J(OJ y (kiqbiiini, Crmci CGvrn. 1 ol’hriliva. 
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"up of the press. That happens every time the Committee meets. My 
own reflection is this: a man can save his country once, but there are 
ver y f ew instances of the same man doing it twice. Why does Comrade 
Count Grandi try to persuade himself that he saves his country four 
times a month? 

The Ducc told me about a letter he has had from Scttiinelli, 1 who is 
at the moment in Monaco. Having received a passport, he is imme¬ 
diately prep iring to turn traitor. It was to be expected. 

May ”8 . Council of Ministers. Nothing particularly important. 

Apropos of Scttimclli, the Ducc told me that he is going to try to get 
him brought bat k to the Italian frontier, making use of the services of 
u British police official. He has given me Scttimclli’s letter. 

At the Senate the Foreign Ministry budget was approved by acc la¬ 
mation, after a little speech read by Sc itutor CrcspD and prepared by 
me and Federzoni. 

Conversation with von Mackensen. I he Germans will be delighted 
il wc lay down our line of policy in an Inform irjone Diplomatka. But in 
order to do iltis, we must know precisely what their teal intentions are. 
In Rome they gave us to understand that the regionalization of 
Czechoslovakia might be enough lor the moment. But do they still 
hold to tills opinion.’ Or do they rather vant a disruption <-l the 
cum.- In any east, we must know, l'hey must reveal the,, tut .mate 
thoughts u. us. The Ambassador tltinks that die acceptance , i Hen- 
lcitt’s® r. uucsts might satisfy Berlin. But he is not certain and, before 
giving a binding reply, he would prefer to make certain by tcki>l.omnp 

RibLcntrop. f . „ - n r 

The commercial agreements have been signed in Bei m - 

t.uvi uf the experts were pessimistic. Act* 8iy all ha- S OIU well. 
Politics have pr- vailed. 

Mav .o. Span j:d» erremony in the morning. The Adi i:iihj 1 -^atre 

v. as packet*. I was pri ted with a loud demonstration. 10 l ' A,) 


. raiors, >*•••* . * ...ca mv ^-j--- . 

nd colour, though th- n rhetoric strikes our public as rath' i ‘ Uocjue. 
] 'ti ih. revh v in tl m i noi>n. 

Fini hed iny perch for Milan. 


i. VK*tn « i m.vj tutu iwici ........- 

Milan Astray' and the poft l’niiiin , 5 spoke with cut era.van 


May * ke Ducc ’has approved tin draft « • my 4t,Ul 

lha }\, As going trivf instruct oas to die Iku ty tn set m motirni a J 

wave of u..i French fcelinr . hnmghoui the country. 1 h* HJ< mn/fdmr 
■ 

I'tiiitV, oil M it'iolini. A/ur>'ifr;i Li 

‘.ilvi<» (. ir • ij 1 . an iuduntT ialitil. ( ■ 

•• Kefirnd I a-lie in 'r.itl,-.’ of tW ‘ 0.!\ ndt-uj >’y 

1 (;« nci.il Milan Anv :om ium I-t nl tl«» Sj*.n»i •!» I • •*eo.' 1 
Jt,^ M iria Prm.'m > Pc in: lie, »i Spanid. < btllnalm 
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to tell Perth that the negotiations with France may be considered 
broken off, particularly as with its usual idiocy the Paris press, which is 
really to blame for the crisis, is trying to give an anti-German flavour 
to the agreement between Italy and France. I shall also recommend 
Perth to expedite the implementation of the Anglo-Italian Pact. 

The Duce added that he will make the agreement with France 
eventually—on the eve of the occupation of Albania, so that the blow 
may be struck in an atmosphere ol general euphory. 

In the afternoon I took ’he Spanish air force oflicers to the Duce. 
Afua wards 1 received them at the Palazzo Chigi. 1 said a lew words, 
telling them how the Italian decision to intervene was made and 
assuring them that, notwithstanding all committee-;, we shall not 
abandon them until the Nationalist flag is dying from tlir loftiest lowers 
of Barcelona, Valencia, and Madrid. 

Del Croix has cooled considerably in his enthusiasm lor France, after 
being'thoroughly badly treated in London by the delegation of the 
country whose praises he has assiduously sung for so many years, lie is 
gettine to know the French now—bcMer late than never. 

May 31. A great hullabaloo L being made in Germany over the 
peopled car ■•■seven million are to be built and almost every Dimly will 
have its own little car. Mussolini's comment, on leading a report on 
the subject to Attolien, was that (his will promoir the spirit of hedonism 
ahead innate in the Germans and make the people less warlike. 1 ! you 
turn ,our people into bourgeois you also a. 1 them into pncihsi.s. 

Dc B0110 mentioned to me rumours ol a ministerial re hufllc, and 
asked rru .vhrf truth tof*rr r m 11 1» »n It. is a U in lung that, a *0.111 ol 
sevnlv-two, who fiom the first dev.: of the klm. h has l»ren sittin 
more or less in the I’miu o.w of tin stalls, dimtid .-.(ill hr iiigrimtun 
enough to hrlie\e in * uinom . . 

Bulgaria lias recognized Empire. Flirt had alrc .uly mad a 
unrein dial di" don now h is ’ full unn formal re* < l, nit i-n. 

The 1 1) 1 iwr Naval. \tta* hr lias shown me a report a' nil a supposed 

1 ■ .I',,.. , bo 

spoken to our Alt 

met with us, I a«to opposed to t 

point of view, llu. Italy anil Japan v 

by sitle lui a long time. . . , 

V, , Mirkinsen m.»s confirmed that Umna»> • ml. ni.un low.i.-d* 

Czechoslovakia ore pacific and has declined the offer of m lnf . 

- iv g ood work. 1 m "‘Vtumluivc 

decline, i Ribbintrops ,»t-pu»..i u> ;a-nd a con-mss..--. ■ )' -l 

in order r.. r< the las, hopes ol the Grmu.mpi tlnn K populaU-.i. 
U- Will look : o, tl . p.-oblcm by o irsdvr 


, 4 a t ti la'., . Tin. ’ ..mid like to make .» eivt 

.dca. One see*, from the 
rill hav< to man h id* 
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" June i. Nothing particularly importani. 

I telegraphed to Berti to move our troops from Saragossa and send 
a battalion or so to the front. lhcy have now been resting for more 
than forty clays, and it seems from reports we have had that a bad 
impression is being created by the sight of Italian troops filling the 
cabarets and brothels in the back areas, while the Spaniards arc lighting 
a grim battle, li is true that our soldiers worked hard for two months, 
broke through ihe Red lines, and opened a path to the sea. Neverthe¬ 
less die soldiers of fascism must m>t, at any moment or for any n .ison, 
set an example of indifference to the struggle. 

J.p.m c ontinues to prew for the strengthening of her military tics 
with us. Th : Ducc too is in favour of the idea. 

[une 2 . My speech went well. Though ii wasn’t easy to warm up 
this ( lh tion of old veget ables. Retired ambassadors, retired generals, 
retired admirals, and other retired brains made up the gi eater part of 
th - u idience- -a 11 \ >eoplc v» ho would have been more iricl i tied to applaud 
a conservative speech leading Italy back to the path of pacifism - r «j\ < n 
collective security. 

Pirelli lold me at the station, without concealing his saiisf .ii if i 
during ihe discussion in the afternoon on politics in tlu Balkans an 
inti-C7 imail atmosphere wn, generated. 1 immediately told Siaiacc 
to put. all tin speakers under obsu'vation anu, ii nccesjui g, lake 
*!iv, ipliiuuy measure!. This t< rrified Phalli. who tried to prodiuo v, ( m* 

: n t (A c) dm’ ! ut only sue* *cded in making n o* situation vonsr. 

1 don't like dies* Hireling*. You immediately get a parliamnuary 
atmosphere. These old jir u iind themselves togeth c again and they 
ii link ii .stalgii.ally of the (Chamber of da g/ 'd old days, ol v nnl 
principles, of M;r ni* lodges. And in these suggestive surrounding 
tie y fbfgtt that hey have at least hidden their given aprons under 
1)1 hit 

J < ; I g.or 0 * I )u* <• some . • css it <. a -> ol lie • M iee liigg lb | 

i . 1 <! up! says i< .ill !»»• ihe hot Ar lor my M ur - h, *a. <• a'* I' * .a.si c{ 
with it the international press t< », wah tie- natural ry.< c\>lu>n ■ f fl if: 

Fi •*u h pi * • s has given it good reception* The Uut c cotifirujed that 
has gh*e.n tin Pai ty • -uleis to produce a v\u c ol (killoph* ,,)M 1U u|, d«T i s 
Hbrtate the i Minor; from da u I -,i M .mumm- slavery- ‘ ‘ 1V)I l V ll ’ ‘-arris 
Park’. I In ‘. uH Ins also ordered met . icranm ihr dispau h of voh n - 
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before takin,' any decision. He claims to be protected by the "Red 
Cloud’ and to be in direct communication with it! 

I assured Plcssen that there had been no official negotiations fot the 
delivery of Caproni aircraft to the English. I here were simplj pi i% ate 
commercial conversations. I also told hi’ 11 th at we should be against 
a proposal for mediation in Spain and that we regard the conversation • 
v 'ith France as broken oil. 

I I ad a long talk with Perth, faking advantage of the euphory 
produced by mv Milan speech, l asked for the implementation «•. the 
article of the Pact of April id. I made a Minute of the conversation. 
Perth seemed to me very reasonable. He <00 is convinced that you 
cannot remain engaged all your life—tlie moment comes when you 
have to get married. 

1 .TNI- .1. T received the new Polish AmbassadorH I had already met 
him when he came here as head of the Mililmy Mission. He is a man 
with a fine presence, p. tty ft.ml.' and a little too sell-possect. l ie 
claims to In- animated by the be t intention ict.aic u ■ 

Giro, the head of the .v -A m Albania, reported !., nw. He 
how in control of o nt3 *“ the country. u.c jP" 

Is steadily rising agai t the King md las bmatuls. Italian mi rv - 
lit ct in the c ent of disturbance would meet with to oppost.u u n 
after three days of quiet we could miposc om -Ives m such a way . ■ - 
destroy ever knee of the desire to resist. The < mmon people, v ho an 

and would welt nine urn j os 


Sl 


destroy ev 

muttering, :«k fur removed from f 

. uk .,.. U , U | condition. 1 told 1.1.11 1 he r. Ulyf.., 

:•( without 01 'firs Iri ni me. Meaijwhih h< 1 • to 
tiu* innvses l>y means of tlu* Dopolawr 


any impr* 

everything l>ut not to act 
c arry on propaganda among 
relief work ; id sport 

Hie Duo i« anf.ry with Fnrinucj t, , .. 

himself having ajewish se t:t..ry, Jole Ion. the 

1 { *ie. pro--! oi a lack ot seriousness in 


tht leader 


ol the anti-Semitic 
1 the 


iner 


a i c li.s ith ilei ihor is vi. U nr hatred of France in 


movement for 

kind of tiling 
m mv Italians, 

j ^ n*\. 1 lie Du( e wont oir t- Romagna. Sunday 

at the sc. 

ipMjf (> Aiello 

i ,'Vvir Apart fio"i 1 • memory oi Hie *i~ca!| u l '>.sper* of ini 7/ the 

problmnof Corsica i-IcU ‘ "f ,h >'e where else i.. he countiy. 
, , 1 u , n { V , \ \ uis as though ynu eouhi fold mil ymn hand 

'..'Si“nS"..”'""*' 

J (it ! ».‘t look } *• ■' «■* i; Nov^nihrr frnu.b in 

,'i»i o.i’d 1 •" lui «iii*y m| Ujp miuibium! .»•»*! i“ 

* j . i.» ill lid', ill »an lit »4lr*P f) by :* I’t r in ll-kliit 

been f il.nilnli t|r <)l Ur Iftitlhl** 


* ( mbnto AJcpII' 

' t he incident iilli -n 
;»*•. hi*! n p.Miiiiti* • . it 
k'"if nni. \> in flu 'll.i 

i < .m P.il i t i v, inmn In iiid , ‘ l 
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iid touch Corsica. Ours it is, one of the group of our islands, inhal >ited 
by our people. They can't understand in Leghorn why it has to belong 
to foreigners. And at night they go furtively and let down their nets in 
Corsican waters. When Corsica is ours, it will give a for tnidable impetus 
to Leghorn. 

Agreed with Cavagnari to send Admiral Dc Courten to Japan. A" 
the political agreement with Tokyo is to be buttressed by a military 
agreement, it is desirable to have the man for the job on the spot 
straight away. 

General Gamhara thinks it possible for our troops in Spain to be used 
again while we are waiting for the evacuation. Wc still have about 
20,000 Italian combatants, plus 18,000 of the Arrow division 1 , plus a 
Spanish division. With this force he. thinks we can mass for a break¬ 
through in the direction of Valencia. I told him to go ahead. He is 
a soldier with great qualities, a little temperamental sometimes, but 
intelligent and courageous. 

June 7. Nothing new. 

J UN t 8. A short talk at the sea with Stein and Helfand. I hey were 
particularly interested to know what truth there is in the rumours of 
forthcoming ministerial changes. I contradicted ah the gossip. Stein 
vud that he for his part hopes I will stay at the 1 nlazzo Chigi and not 
go to the; Party and the Ministry of the Interior. Helfand added that 
worse tilings could happen. ... 

T received Mr. McAneny, 2 President of the New Wk Fair. The 
Ambus* ador was with him. H< is said to be an important man, but 
hr doesn’t look it. lie is wizened, dim little old man bundled up 
in an old-fashioned morning-coat, lie said just what dl Ammcc is 
say, playing in a suitable manner the old gramophone record of 
parifi*-in and collaboration. With emphasis but without u.nvu lion. 
Phillip was delighted. 

J hr mo rn iti mat pus. is very excited about i ran " an rain ;. It 
ap|-ears IV rn a 1 1 < fu.L inln.«'pt that in Barcelona all tlu dumps o( 
I’m i .rn* « n In * - Uj.ooo ton.*: of petrol, I he fir 1.* expe* ted to lust 1«>1 ir 
da vs, and all ships have had to leaw the harhmu, beeau e die Mazing 
oil float» and was being earned towards them by the - uricnl. 

J u NF Fmnco JlriuJi rxi urm< mover I ran* •» HU 1 aids con nucs, 
but l on t belie ve it will lead t . anything pusinve. M anwl ile the 
Dure ha; dciichd to increase the remlbn-ena-jiis vv< tU Rending to 
Spain This mm ah and July two tl "tsaiul - l|f " | ,,?} t<Md of one 
thousand four thousand in all. And this fo'.ui'c utight >r exceeded. 

\ '.,1 ;• '\ tl* :iHti *1 S'wm'idi .mil I i;tl if 
■ 1 1..1 v{. m»* 11} ill'"tin pn-'ninri" ' '"* v '* ltf *- 
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Colonel Pieche, 1 of the Carabiniers in Spain, is pessimistic about the 
duration of the war and the possibility of Franco reorganising the 
country. Many parts of it, he thinks, are still irreconcilably red. 


June 11. In the evening Bocchini and BufTarini came to sec me, in 
great alarm over the reports of the activity winch Seltimelh is planning 
in France, i le is going' to start by publishing a sensational book. I his 
would not have happened if I had been able to act, through Emanuelc, 
while Smimelli was in Monte Carlo. The Duce approved. Bui then 
Bocchini suggested the possibility of a legal solution and the Duec 
preferred it. But the legal solution failed, and now the operation looks 
more difficult. However, we have agreed upon a plan—Scltiinelli will 
have to return u> Monte Carlo, and we shall then have a b tter chance 
of success. I hope it may be possible to abduct him by motor-boat. 11 
not, wc shall see. Kmanuele is skillui, unscrupulous, and always ieady 
to act. A traitor like Settimelli deserves no respect. 

Otherwise nothing new. The question of the air raids in Spain is 
beginning to subside. 

June 12. Nothing now. Sunday at Capri—went by seaplane with 
Ciccino. Dined with the old habitues >i ihc Aragno Cafe. 2 1 lie passage 
of the years has left a deep mark alike on faces and on minds. 


) u ne 13 . Report from Talatno 3 on the situation in Bulgur a. 1 lu re 
arc fears -/.’a union with Yugoslavia, and many circle-, arc working to 
discredit Vugosku ia Over, helming influence, c< onojuic and therefore 
also political, ‘d*Germany Not much scope for us. \Vr shall try to get 
hold of the aeronautical market, which • -till partialis Ire e. 

lucoinoni bromju n • snmr reports on Albania and H-nnulated 
various prcp'jai.w I « is la n. lure a moderate Mian and inclines to 
a half-wa solution, whit h would allow the King to remain h- t mi!' jet > 
him move and more i .. . liui !.« agrees cu the ad- -mage* .'l gelling 
■ u W hcn tl"‘ moment come:, te> opt for il c 1 ;i*!■« al solution of 

ation .Among tlit v.iriou ; requests of the \irig the most inipor- 
iant t. that lot t yacht. V’< must give In u and .m it with an 
Italian < n w. That will guarantee the impossibility of ho e-.eap..-, in 

an eventuality. . . , 

He i tele .ra|d 'Ml Fra tun m.eiids to j u h on mv ards \ alciu -a on 
S- tin day Hut on the • irenmh . 11,.-. e-ueteeu divikio »s It- Ire: «h lined 

.,.-r oiler to sc nd the ..r < ■"< >; ."uo aettou T V e-sevv- - the nght 

u. employ it l r the capture of Madrid, which ought to tollou .shortly 

after that of Valencia 

' <(Mir,-no, fie i,e. «•.me'"«drr of hr lull a. ' . .rafini. ,, in Spain. 

* \ rrlt ’it lie ry cafe ».1 . c .. 

M,.*. Iir.t. t in hej u- ■ :duc,.. S <'„olft ch Cwu-lmiovo, luluii MnlLu-i », -• ■•<... 
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\f. >4. J made the final arrangements with Cristich for Stoyadi- 
novich’s stay in Venice. 

T have ordered 500 tons of maize to be sent to Albania, which is now 
su fie ring from a severe famine. This is the kind of gift of which the 
per »ple are most sensible. 

] have authorized Bcrti to arrange for the repatriation of some of the 
most fatigued of our troops whom he will be able to replace by the 
i.iioo reinforcements we are sending. 

Junk 15. 'IV. Romagna. A brief talk with the Du< v, during which 
i informed bin. of i<-«ent diplomatic developments, of winch he 
approves. lie gave orders 1*>r Senator Prampolini 1 m be sent to 
\lb:uiia tij studs the reclamation of land there. Dined at Anfuso’s 
house at Stra. Arrived .u Venice Kite in the evening. 

JuNt 16. l\i lung much, except the arrival of Stoyadinovich. Very 
friendly. 

June I '. At \}v- J.itlo, win ! \w had .1 long conversation. Minute 
made. Oil the whole all is going very well. The two countries arc still 
more closely united a* a result of the Anschluss. Wc confirmed the 
p, licy of close 1 ollaboration. 

June 18. Stoyadinovich left. \ very friendly fai w« II. r ' lie crowd 
cheer* d Yugoslavia 1 ntluislnt ; ca!ly. 

\ hruTmilv* v\ ill Hal bo. Sour and hostile to every thing. He spoh 
ii! 1,f tin. f.ha-maris, defended the Jews, attacked Si uuci\ ck;k l/.cd uoi* 
and the business of d c Roman salute. 

With the l)ncc at Ricckme. l*h is satisfied villi the ivsnf' of ui\ 

■ ‘onvrm ation with .Stnyadim • it h. If •rdcied imc to send a fiirthci 
1 y 100 ton . of 1 li/c t o Albania. • lc • unfii mod his intention to act and 
occupy Albania la to* the end*.I 10'fi. I told him about im T dk with 
iialbo ulprhinuf him very .inerv. ‘That man, Sc slid, ‘wll end like 
Arpinati <1 even worse , * he am mpt to move a finger, 1 shall put 
h»m under am 1. If- odd m nui to a* against Settimelh f«u the 
pit,nail. N will o< 1 hn* u Inin. My enemies ua - always cm •« 1 up 
in j.M- ai.d •iiuiiKie under tin ui gi on's i nitc He c • »nln m« • I In 
policy »f m". •iinpmuii ini „ ui.» ’ v and ipoki again ol the nerd h>r 
.vert; UM.lplhw . ’ 11 r, . i = . .; i ! .. uflhitlid', pi'lMoi • d. J h U 
)na h ive tft Italians in , *.u r, mtil J h 1 s \ l« * f •! r * h over my 
in.ad ' Ih 11 1 l 'H the monarc h , {••'M.iibmj, it >- 'tin Iraki- 0.1 ihr 
. ginjc . lie f f if • I f *||g re it 1* a ju . L* UOi. f.en loo Alh I ‘ he 011 ol 

lr lr. ait : m, Ji Lntf., i can <• itntrinli /In 1 I»- 1 .1 ]> ee .-.I u I. n«liu pari 

I I< ' Live ‘ M ’"'air .III iitly 

*'» iif I . .1 i« a i. Mi •('< 1 i\il nea h 1 n 1 .tm, »»•• * ! > ' 3,f •'* ihr polite firm of 

: . 4 ill (In .Ill'll i'l l i ll i,.ir u- . I h, .1 ivi • 1*tiv ‘ ,r at <" 





masamanr 
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the v 1 1' in Spain. Morally and physical!;. 
T returned to Rome by car. 


he is in tremendous lorn. 


J une ty. Nothing worthy of note. At the sc i. 

]itnc 20 My conversation with Perth t Minute made) was not ver\ 
fruitful from the point of view of Auglo-ltalinn li.'••mltbip. it is not 
possible for us to accede to the request that we should promote an 
armistice >w, just \ In n Franco is winning In ei\ i| war there can be 
no rompromis.I nom led to the Dure. I consider that this determent 
of tit implementation of the agreement to the Greek Galcnil i; very 
diiii's Fran, e is at humid game of ir mbling the . .tiers. Herriot 1 

told^Tambin'iii* that he regards war between Italy and France as 
inevitable. 

\ ol;.l. I chilled his enthusiasm for I ranee and I -adaud. II. eue.scs 
thni we have it;ns on Albania .aid is plea id. He masts . on a 
•ail..ciiueiit operation in Anatolia. 

The Princess of Piedmont was lushing lor nciu ol ih* tm.narel > 
on* stion. She .said that, it she woe. not whai she is, she would be 
againT dynast it rule.. She is aim; to teach hei son several trades, e 
hdlrv. that .air day the boy will have to work anil live by his 
u. ik. ’I'l.e Savoy (.unity belie -es in divine right She does not. J be 
41j ,|\ me.rii slu teiognize in dyn.t tie;; i th.u 11 ■ ilon I try I > make 
mom an Its iom dig it (he Fa -i ' . She distrusts ,M a. ,n e ..nd feels 
lie it an e'j. no 1 denied (hi. :>.>d tried to .. .nhe hi i apprelieiiM'-n by 
(riling la f {hi iv i. in* m‘t l l<> wurr\ 


j, f \ i M> 1 m.i udr.l Pi.unpnliiii i<‘ K n *° Albania t • Mmly die 
plan .... . ill, „• union. .Naturally I did ...I • . ' .1 I, an him ill. 
... ,1,1., dpi pose of In mis i-ai. II... . .led him. and n . r, duM 
b,.| p, H< .'I do v. II d . o'. I. "inom bo >' 11 die 

, a.v. i aiion, will lire . eta him to the King. 

' , I la Halo G l man Coll;:l ev ol Fa . , «Hh ' ... •■peeeh 

I,v ! ■ mb. 1 liven the auii-Axis IWtm md 1). ' ime.G iippluuded 

warnils- IV v see ■ hi p d o v, .ml b b 1 -.. a . 

I a, \li- inn lie ' be k a.an |ana ■ oil. ill dm amali < i ,1 •P-on 
Net it ilia i. to ward.-i n and lie |. ankal-b. military »(•• m*.|ll n| . a 

i, |vI ve, Japan hat mmniilKnl only a very mall t“'» '> “ 

m Cl.ii i The Will poleniud is iliuoi. 

I delivered our .. . "entrehn 

- I 11 (i, J t |<MUni, f“t ’ • rniirli Mroc M» ibt»*r. M'»» ’ ,l 

| ,,1. 0 * * ‘i r lUlU in ' nnu .1 l • • ill l uW» 

\,,lt I.uti * »« «»»' bevm.1 

4 llu .-■Pi.ifik; I‘ Km; "i** " J’ l,u ' i ‘- 

[{ |i> j , ,, , |). ■ ic * i * * n ill c N.iuibicr I "i 
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J unk lw. T informed von Mackemen of my conversation with Pei tli, 
of iny reply .md of the Iluce’s decision;. He i > very pleased. Every now 
and then tin Germans rec|uire an inf etion of confidence where we 
are concerned And yet they ought to understand by now hat the 
lCilv ol Mu s fhni hrllows a straight line and is true to her word. But 
it will take u\ a Ion;* time to undo the platitudes produced by a still 
longer tradii ol rvrvility, intrigue, and pandering. We shall 
succeed. 

l lie Hurt is back. 1 met him at die airport. \ informed him that 
tin Yolu.iU '-i CWps oil! go into action again in Spain very soon. He 
is pie lb- a.j»proved of my replie to Perth a.id absolutely refuses 
h ronijiioTiiisc— wr hall n«*t modify our polit y towards Franco in the 
smallest (>«*!<'“ and the agreement with Lon Ion will come into force 
wln-ii God phrases. If indeed it ever will. He is in a g >od mood, 
because the crops particularly lh> corn, have recovered alter all the 
b.ei forecast: anr! promise pretty well. 

f assured c mdc, who was slightly anxious, of our intentions. I 
told him that th« be.t way to give the lit' to the gossip is to send 
the Italian legionaries into battle' mi the load to Valencia straight 


away. 

'I ilked l Puri anr about Albania and decided n tin. building ol the 
read from Slii.ik to Mare. 


|:..:r ,!•}. 'jilt Duo talked about eurnorni' questions. He says hr 
irie.ur > ini md.i.r monopi lies for ug.o <ih ohol, and electricity. 

J* a,e; i :i 11aly e.mmu be h : ; eoui nge.oUS then 4 ho. i11i, w h * in 11 job made 
ihe railways a moncpoL . He criticized gi u< tals who go in for oratory. 

I Jr says you must nev< i talk to soldier ab< ’• death—on the contrary 
u : h add p tmi. • te ihern dial tin \ . ill kill and dicm.vdves always 

remain union 1 

I aw tiw Hula "I /Wistaal tilt mm. t Ic app« ‘is to 1) VV< II, liiu his 
v»/" id \ siih unite.deik Thrc e months after tie- operation • his i>; an 
i»•, 1 :a" j lotii. He means to go back to La t \frica and is very H u 
on pi n •)>.! j i .. i a j 11 n i •., On tie v holt; he is optimiMie about tlu 
•if tiion h da Loiph. I h; tlmik< v\c shall be able n> > edta c expgndi- 
i « and obtain jus \ gnnd result? il are um in t |> o tniuli of a 
inn ! y li dors mu ,p. V r I) of dir t.«d* »n i;\! oll.riak pci rent 
met nprtent and per c nt ih • . rs, 

Iktlbi on veith me to the Minwh \ wlicir w* heal a long convrrsa- J 
mi In he ( ai h *• itUn ed 1m i ally the .( yep j i veal mg vordv • 1 | here 
no Imign xi. a own for she i i l y h. Italy. Hi 1 is deprr ’ • a I. Hr 
thinks ol .staving, iti Libya, as lu: leulf/axs that that is sttl! th< lust 
■uijo mm 1-. o k nt ally lu; is a mail e.» al\ d> o mul'*d and also raVdv 
o. Jmanu u . red, 
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Conversation with the Turkish Ambassador. Minute made. I de¬ 
clined the oiler of a pact for the eastern Mediterranean and encouraged 
the Turks to make a coup dc main 011 the Sanjak oi Alexandretta. 1 ranee 
will not be able to react, without committing herself in such a way as 
to weaken hewelf still further on the Continent. 


j U N J* 24. I took the Dace the notes about Swiss neutrality. We oul\ 
sent them because the Germans had done'the same. We saw .no need 
for them ourselves. The Duce commented: "When 1 say that Sw itzer¬ 
land is the only country which can be demonntic, they lake it as a 
compliment and it b in fact a frightful insult. Ii is Iik*- telling a man 
that he alone can be a hunchback or a eunuch. Only a base, vile, 
insignificant country can be democratic. A .strong and heroic people 
tends to aristocracy/ 

l telegraphed to Grand! anti Prunas to inform idem that if, as is 
rumoured, there should be a Red 'raid 1 on an Italian poi 1, we should 
immediate!' proceed 10 acts of war. I h... »: also informed Berlin. 

1 uvsurcd Villani that Yugoslavia has friendly hum ions towards 
Hungary. She is even thinking ol a pact, without simultaneous at lion 
on the. part of her allies oi the Little Entente Hungary must not, 
however, take the initiative in an attack on Prague, but wait foi *b< 
fruits of German action T emphasized the advantages of an under¬ 
standing between Budapest and Bucharest, with the ob;< ct o( fuithei 
isolating Prague . nd France. lmrcdy' J and Kan) 1 want to come to 
Rome, in Jub . It might be better to p >stponc it a little. Nothing 1 
decided about 1 >euc\ -t. I r* pea ted that wc are waiting lor Hungary to 
1* ;m\ the Lclc uc, 


; , JN 1, . ; . ;j At! liefi he ; sent a Ion- report drscribing some convci ei~ 
Oom with Ribbcutrop. Briefly what it amounts to is a renewal of dm 
oiler of a military alliance. 

\ [ ir .siiuiU.on lias J a aged /nee the beginning oi May. KeGuou; 
wiih Great Brii iiu h. \e not developed as we might hove hop* , 1 . I Ik* 
ns units a new value. Muss Mini is in 1 a\ mu . 11< has told nn t.» 
u irgraph accepting a 51 M Ribbeniiop to (k mo, during wlu h the 
iii uu i will be- di. > 1 s« ci m all seriousness*. Meanwhile he ivan. U> 
prepare public opini n. *VW shall have !e explain lo the Germ ms, 
lie added. 0| a I sil dl nialo- die all. uu e when it crast; 'o be m.popu nr. 
f am. woi king in bus dm * lion At u* seme time we an endeavoui m 
10 ascertain the precise litmus between Beilin and !.»!, .* 

p rr( .;. { | a vi it IVnui 1 .m/e, 1 full t»f idiiiiraii* n i"i* da organ /.uion 

’ In l,nt(li.,|i llic ulii 'llfl'. 1 ... . 

II, , l„.. Him- ■ • "• '■)> :■> "" ’ :m I’ - 

t VI iiv.'i', If-;,.t ui tlift S.A. 'bun. K-iluHttoi, • »>,«• the di.i(li nM:,.!iin m 

i tyi ] 
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dir Militia--it is indeed making miraculous progress under the 
guidance of Russo. 

Conversation with Cristich-general survey. Another with the 
Cxech to whom I it pirated the usual formula: come to terms with 
i; ( | ii r , Another with the Brazilian about a question of the right ol 
asylum. 

Gm.’.di told me on the telephone that things are looking blacker in 
I , iitr. n c.\s% of in h attacks on British ship;; ha. roused public 
opinion. '1 here will b« sewentern questions in the Commons to-morrow, 
Chanibei Iain’s position is more and more shaken. 1 have informed 
the Duct. 


<Sl 


Ji NI- uH. Ill.* situation in i ondnn is bccontinv steadily mine dilli- 
cadt 'bi Ci anbcrlain. Grand', cnipu.itic and umciims not to conipro- 
in ; st . hiim.-ir. dc rribes tbt: situation as very sornbn*. Mussolini is calm. 
Very C alm. He doe:, not intend to lorcc I raem into stopping the air 
ra ds, and lie has no desire to make any declaration ol'tbr kind. He 
avaits events with his u«tt;d statue me imperturbability. 1 saw Perth, 
whoisvt-n 1 1 armed. I made a Minute of the « onvesation. 11 fears 
that Chamb. rl.-in may kill 'Hie Lturc, >" the oilier hand doe, not 
belief* that tlds eau happen before the Visit ol the bind i, King and 
Queen to Paris, i. e . bcfoiejuly )<>. ‘It Chamber! im .all .’ he added, 
‘we Shall a ' who uk< In. place I shall base my dcets.ons .... the. posi¬ 
tive „,d cm <tr futon of tlu atuation which th-n arisen For tin 

inomnit l am v\ -iitmg.* , r , . 

J.ampd ui has m-wd his final instructions for ins mission to 

.\ |, mi t Ur is is enth Ma a . and dynamic a. a b'»y o) twenty. 

Report bom Admiral RRt ardi • on hist mission to Malta Nothing 
particularly impnitunt. His reception was . p. rni'ly vein bn-icily, 

| ( (fi 1 tdund thi Ducc very irritated ht die rumours in the 
iiiicnt.iH. -fial press about rn/ convnsation wiih Peril. rli is *.i.;i»d 
prople will U y ■ • ' • it dir sign ! t :u «. l* of a dneatming pvc.'.s" on 

tlr |i- r .irt of 1 .olid .o. 1 M!gg< ae.d w : should get l* iydn to w > ur m. :n le. 

;• '! 1 • imskjui H'V Miiirti (.1 til mvrr .‘lion 11r accepted, but adde<I 
i)i;i ii the. pn v v on* ii it :• , io make a hi- about » #t v u eiv; \ ’ll) 
Pc ; l it, hr MU foiled iik to n ( ri\ e the B4Ud Ambfissa lo a he did 
.(Mm * ,u » ago in 1 •" im . cb; iv , uniat • b.iis ‘ " ho b»r a U ng time 
icluse'! ir v.c •*. i hr Pala/x . f liim. I hi *hin* <ua with 
C;, vt( a; r.i hi aro.it iv in the Iasi f a flays 'When ai»* you going to 

up , an it.’;, to put I im In «’ corner.’' hi '■ d. 

\\o ( ut in ior mi iiicidtt i v it ii Brazil, b. e.urr I ,oj'.u:uno {•:> a-asylum 
m (* 4 plain ! omnaa who Ini tlu* revolt again • Vargas i month ago. 
. 111 , i > i A,.,ii., iv i< i at t It « mk»r Srcm utry In bi« ( ^ r * °l <nvi|l 

; !,|t»u ( • I. u. Ut*.»Ufl'Ml. r Vm I, Aul'inn ■“ *' 1 • U)-’ 7 ’ll* 
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jacono had in fact no right to do this. Asylum may he given at most 
in flagrant case::. We slmi! see how the situation develops. It is difla uh 
to judge "'>rn here, so I am leaving Lojacono to get himself out o( his 
own mess. But 1 have no great confidence in he; abilities, and I tear he 
may already haw compromised himself unnecessarily. 

Massimo tells m that the Germans were much alarmed b\ the 
ruinouis of :m being transferred to the lknly and Ministry of the 
Interior. 


Juni: 30. the Duce gave me a minute of the not ■* I am to hand to 
Pc.ah on Sumrckv* .11 reply <0 his c omnnmication to m'c in our conversa¬ 
tion of the 201 h. Briefly, he rejects in sharp terms the suggestion of an 
ainuslio* and unilateral evacuation. He confirms tha» lie will only 
icsumc conversation. with ' r nice all r the implen eolation ol the 
Anglo -1 tahan agreement. I his note will dr up th ■ situation again 
to-day it. is \y ginning to settle down. Bui these lulls u’c temporary <mJ 
sporadic— -the general picture remain.* black, in die ... lame for the 
i vacua lion of the volunteer. 1 have found several details of procedure 
of which we had not been informed and winch seem to me u\ iic 
unacceptable. i’o search the volunteers, keep them under obsi 1 nation 
in sp* . ial camps policed by internal.-anal guards armed with hoses and 
tear gas, and subj« et B cm to oilier tyrannical measures ol this ridiculous 
nature, is neither p- ibh noi honourable. 1 telephoned (uandi. 
Octopus-like, after fouling f h. water I" has withdrawn lr m the 
di )i_us> : >n. I . :1 talk to the Dure tu-moiTow. 1 am <. ert.iin T hat he 
will iv*'ust tc eKpe v the Black Shim, of Malaga, Santander, Guadala¬ 
jara an 1 1 lie IJuri to suih Inn filiations. 

jv»s Vv« ' on Macken.en, who bought nu a photo laph o' v »u 
Kihlv. 1 «»|* with a mo t trio idly dedicut - »n. gave him mit.e in return. 


j 1 t \ i. A lew nu»Jih< at I o'jm have been made in the note 1 am to 
[Ynh 10-moiioW r .dill!*. At my ..uggotinll t!;e Du<< rdU * ol 
the word v ■ • 11*(T, m 1 more than once . . dcartiU: the Isiighsh p'opo- 
>.d' for an amnesty and evacuate mi, a ml subiitoied a less uL u«*ivc 
(.pjd.ei. Ja adthiioii, l mri to tell JVilh that, unth the. 1 .u < e.mie.** into 
.aid art* ia . 11 n0 I»t»f rt\ of ietnun, mat we ircjuct ihu publication ol 
Par doeiime'us, .uni tit., we are wait ini; ' 1 a dclimtc reph . *t is a 
•Urntgr L „ ; ir .iir’ * mom u latioiis with Loe«h a is aim* a lediiabU. 
< . ndi report iat he lew obtained tin removal h'UM lue cvai uat 1 u 

• \ c , , ,,; , 1 , , . m. i.le ; - mis . m.n Pu* disarmament and •.he rest 

,.{ iht pn.: p.-.S(VU»i..’j ol Lh( •dilute v '1 11. is jlM its Well, lor the 
Ouc.e, alt 1 I ha.I disc US'** d ili» uaa.iu- svuh him u determined to 
1 1 JrjiPi lit pride a. the u <Mir i' he l lac ^ 1 en a * lie* ; >st 

nl shatic rim 1 he a h<tie schem 

Beni ha: comnKtnvalcd - be plan of attack. U is to begin on ih ln)\ 
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the lin * of advance for the C aps of Volunteers is Teruel-Valencia 
Wc shall get through. We always have got through. Meanwhile the 
dispatch of iv•inforccmcnlc continues. It has been decided that about 
boo artillerymen are to go. 


<§l 


) L'LY 2. 1 ain 11 »t well. However, I stayed in the ollicc to see Perth. 

I made a Minute of the conversation. Perth was overwhelmed, 
liter ally overwhelmed, by the reading ol Mussolini's note anti by my 
declarations. Usually he is witty and quick in argument, but to-day 
he was bewildered and vague in his replies and had little to say for 
himself. To use a boxing term, I might describe him as ‘groggy’. 1 

Mackcnscn was very satisfied- -immediately afterward:. 1 handed 
him the note and gave him an account of the onversation. 

1 crime home with a raging fever. 


July 3. At home- -still feverish and uncomfortable. 

July 4. I am better, but very weak and exhausted by my illness. 
1 listened to tin Duec's speech at Aprilia on the wireless. When I 
heard his voice*, I started to cry like a ‘ null child. 


ft.1 v j r Back to work. 

1 found the Duo soil quivering with excitement from yesterday. 
More and more decidedly and openly anti-front h. lie says that ilie 
Pa 1 is press is simply strengthening the Axis with w talk ol Mussolini s 
desertion of Hitler. ‘If the day should ever coni'. Ibi that to happen, 
I would tell him so frankly. That is my style. I am not a traito. / Hr 
attickcd (kuholic Action sharpb . He sa\s that the priests are 
deceiving them.--elves, ifthev think they arc s' positive force in Italy. A 
prir ’ of Verona, which : a Catholic province, only had to prohibit 
dancing 1 <1 ill the young people to desert the churUics and flock to the 
dana hall Tn Romagna >n the othci hand the priests arc too .sluevd 
l< prohibit d uedng. In any ease, even Mary danced round the ark 
Pat Hi, with hi disingenuous c uid<» Jl', rarite begging on belndt of the 
Inaioile oi 1 -u ign Politic-, I sp«*kr to him about the Congi f, ss, and 
he |i»*eicu(lf»! o \.asncvsht" him. f h* is jti->i buck Irom London. v.hn 
1 e s* * s 1 • ( % loiind a '*i ini - Hu nation. lie now puts on a no compro- 
mis'- art, th ar.h it nok - hi* flesh weep, and even ggit-’ ha. ‘C'dfi aim 
talk 1 lil a Geim;i v >pln!r 

Agostini*’—about fidling .• rhanto •. 

Bntidrini--wa made a survey 1 tli< internal situation. 

Jr 1 \ io. ; I he JDucc ha" made ic ask 13ati vvlnih' t he o quin 
i eiiilbta i nr nt‘ .nd or what icale. L i ready ' '.d* 1111 an >di: e fkvtj 


1 In l.ngloh in Ii>rv:infil 
' 

I lir I* r,■ lor July o to \f air nif.Miig horn the tliary 
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over and above die figure of almost 5,000 men a 1 read) sent in me 
few weeks. The position with London is getting more and more 
complicated. This—in the Ducc’s opinion—serves to divert towards 
the Axis he sympathies of the enervated and defeatist bourgeois class, 
which, after the agreement of April 16, hoped for peace thiough an 
understanding with the western democracies. Mussolini is very angry 
with this section o! the bourgeoisie, always ready to let its trousers 
down. He valks of n third wave, to be set in motion in October, with 
the support above all of the masses, workers and peasants. He intends 
to introduce the concentration camp, with more severe methods than 
those u ed hi the present form el police detention. A first hint of the 
turn of the mtcw will be given by a bonfire of Jewish, Masonic, and 
pro-1 Vend* literature. Jewish writers and journalists will be banned 
from all activity. Ml this, in any case, was foretold in the Duce’s 
preface to the Acts of the Grand Council. Henceforth the revolution 
must impinge upon the habits of the Italians. They must learn to be 
less ‘sympathetic’, in order to become' hard, relentless, and hateful - in 


fact, masters. 

July it. Gave Blonde! a reply about the frontier incident. There 
was'really nothing in the reply, but the tone was burly conciliatory. 
However, I did not omit to point out more than once that the tourist 
who crossed the frontier was a lieutenant of the artillery. Neither 
Blonde I nor F alluded to politics. 

Conversation with ii use, seni here by Ribbenuop. Purpose: tin*; 
p id of military assistant kibl 'Utrop insists that tin - pact •liquid be 
made. I replied that the Ui:< e and I share his idea.., but that we want 
< see how relations with London d< .elop and prepare a bn ad founda- 
n u of popularity for the agreement'. in any u:;c, Rib! ntrnp, who 
.says that Jap a too i> prep ireel to partieipale itt the part, appeals <0 
I avc renounced the ide of a \ isit 0 t .omo, w Iii:li would open the dom 
1, • rumour prematurely He wants the preliminary negotiations to be 
conducted .secretly n cough Hesse, without the knowledge. < v* n ol the 


lunbassy. 

J Vrt.11 -n * aiuim an d to me London’s rep 1 ; to "i 1 < om taxation c, 
) u Jy .>, Minute m me. K -ih ng U be done Oui point oi vie . i not 
;uvcpu*d for dieseUh mem ( .. the Spanish ah.dr they demand «. Heetivc 
eve nation, flare i no alternative but to wai With all the dangers 
which waiting involv- s. 


| u v jR Di.ce too is dis;at,.aied with the British rrph . On our 
J .mi I here, o m thing more io be said. V. < shell awan the dcNelopmu m 
oi'( ruts in Spain. As loj my . unver hllesvc, tin Duee. while 

iak : n : 1 I - - n intro st ta die nil air, say: we should postpone the 

commencement of t.r prch: au.n v *« 11 o'er 1 lor* 1 -present. T liv 
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Jjpatir- L- Ambassador has been put in the picture of the situation, as 
we see it. I have also informed Mackcnsen of the result of the conversa¬ 
tion with Perth. 

Baldur von Schirach 1 came to see me. I was very polite to him and 
decorated him with the Grand Cordon of San ATaurizio. It seems that 
some time ago he took offence because he only had a ribbon regarded 
by him . >. inadequate. ’J hat explains some of his slightly unorthodox 
behaviour towards us and his futile flirtation'; with France. When I 


spoke' iu the Dure about it, he replied: ‘Certainh . You can give him 
my decorate ns to >, if you like. The Ducc\ contempt for decorations 
is such that . doesn't even trouble to refuse them. 


Ji. ly f 3. Phc olh tisivi in Spain has begun Final goal Valcn ;ia. 
First objective Segorbe. herd has issued a laconic announcement. 
Gan ’ n « lias vent a l Hr grain lila himself, full of fire. IT . ding it, the 
Duce commented. ‘Cnmbara is a general I am keeping my eye on. 
J like him. He is not one oi those soldi -is—thn« arc plenty of them-— 
who wander into the banacks by mistake, win n the right door for them 
is ihat of the rmi/ent. He is a “idier who Iovm war. I’m sure he 
doesn’t put cotton-wool in his ears when the gum are liring.* No news 
dll) ing the day. At midnight an ollicial cl; pat di ndorms us that it is 
‘going well’. 

SercgjLfi brought me a project oJ Jvnig /.og loi .» revolution in lurkey. 
As ; uniour? have already begun to circulate in Tit ana o the effect that 
we are pfannirs an action in Albania, 1 don't want m> atirmpts at 
a diversion. Jfov.evn f hall e aminc the project. 1 told Srrq; ;i that, 
in vi< \ i t my heavy coninmincuts in the ^c e 1 !• \vt n«. inis m die 
Adriatic beyond .. hiatus quo. I promised assistance And inte t. in 
Albania P.u ' tul.niy in the sphere of hind r.-d unaUnit, l <niii;. nr( j 
v ith 1’i.iinjKtli ii. «-l. , scon's i-> h. vr l«vn " 'I* 1 cuthir iasm by bis 
fi.ii vi-u o i -• country. Ho l*A soon to lont.rm, I, is invest 
tiu, « I'.in lr i.h idy lalkim' oft ho roolainin u at Dui.,/., uneasily 
,.1.1(1,. :,!.' •. j|, tl .,sine's nil Unit vc shall boablo 'oplou.-h in lk. • u.b.-r 
h ;q and dial iu liw we shall lav' lull-scale harvt i.,. (j 

< v -.1 '• »»l iainl .md ht tvj, in the H'P ^ ‘ A * * * 1 ’ ^ are vug 

.inaif e> million brr J * 3,^00 licet arcs 

J» 

I'lu: Due: announced to rut that til- CioM'il* tJ ^ ,/ * /h ' 10 publish a 
ntai uieni 1 on the i anal quest ,on. ft]>nrpo> , Uoi l '.v* ' ir ' n>yaj'i«>uf- 
* ( sc liohn; under tilt aegis oi Populai Cnhu» ( ‘ hu l( * dint in 

I, < 1 In drafted almost tiie wlioh li ing f an el 

]i 1 v ig Pi>i iuni's 1 cporl on (a.imanJ i very dpiuuistic. II fu * 

that the nnny ha made giant strides, vfoieover, the idea r»t mill* irv 

’ I*, tlijur U s In, ;irh ly.M.lr , .-f . ,< /, ' r/irrwi ‘ U ' ,n ’’ 
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collaboration with us has been popularized in ollirer cir :h\s, whieli up 
to last September were lukewarm and ball of reservations, I he slogan 
Credit r, nbbidire , combuttere , l in Italian, has been adopted in the barracks. 
The Duce is justifiably proud of this. In Italy too the Dure intends to 
give serious attention to (he character of the ollicers. It is useless to 
stull* a lot of culture into a lieutenant 01 a captain. The leaders must 
be scientists and artists, but subalterns and commanders of small units 
require coin .c and the spirit 01 initiative. ‘All the great retreat have 
been started by the failure >f a second lieutenant, to hold his ground. 

On the racial question the Duce said that he is going to get the 
Secretai . of the Parly to summon the ‘scholats’ and announce to them 
tlu. illidal attimdr the regime towards the problem. An attitude 
which signifies, not persecution, but discrimination. 

Civilian officials are to be pul into uniform. I am much in favour of 
this incasin'**, which strengthens the discipline and the decorum ol the 
bureaucrac) 

| it l \ ifi. Operations in Spam arc prugrev-ing very 'veil. .Apart 
from the communiques, GatnbaiaN dispatches arc very significant and 
permit the highest hopes Pnviuni suggests preparing; a Dist motorized 
brigade ..nd sending it in, as soon a > Valencia is occupied, 'o give tlu 
tin 1 blow. 

Nothing else important. 

]i i v 17. Good news in Spain, L'lu* action is developing swiilly and 
surely. Gamoara’s dispatches confirm that he > ! preparing to cany out 
an encircling movement on Valencia- a bold move, but it mny 
give practical results. 

Ihe Duce r pleased- faking his cue from the question of the double 
...dull: m ih. aimy. he let fly .11 tlu* monarchy, whtrli apparently 

, ,£, . ;, | j r ill dop* ion ol he I'oi” III aliiO*. 11 ha needed ad m\ 
pa»ieme he said io Knv n ■ wretched m - oarch' along. It. l».is nev« ' 
done an 1 v uieh would Con-net it to tlv* regime. I am - 1 dl waiting, 
|, rC t ,. . v j,, King i * seventy and ' hope dip nature will < <*mr to my 
| u .]p ]j, t , mi • and more del* pained to get rid • 1 1 1 0* S «vo; laindy 
at d u - , aili< a opp'»*tnuily. He a! > talked about the revolution in 
me. cis, p.v <i ma»!\ in relation 10 ra* ial problems I h» is studying 
, nu ,, S) ,; ( . ; 4 b h will for'-.d the ncirri .g< or Italians with per*. ol 

o,Ur races in- ludiu. h* ‘All this,’ he sai l *• ill mnea 0 the hatred 

• »f loreialiens lor inly. Hood. 1 w Hi do anything i e;uU" sever rrl;u un., 

with I-tatu c and England nothing ■ . 11 come from that quarter euept 
/mrrtfr'6*' 

We have -efusevi an invitation hour Pamuuuta to a umf me;- 

relating 10 thrl>«hube, from which Gerrtki Meet. ‘I will mu 

1 tn liev * "hi", . fight. 
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even go to the technical conference/ declared the Duce. ‘My conduct 
inwards Germany must he so correct as to give me the right to call them 
“bereter”, 1 if the occasion ever arises.’ 

The Hungarians have met with a refusal our mp< a that they should 
leave Geneva. 


J ur.v 18. The wliole day was spent on the Hungarians. I had a first 
conversation with them at the Palazzo Chigi. As f fores ev, Kanva 
made his tirade against the Yugoslavs, whom, with the old Ballplatz 
mentality, 1 * imisls on calling Serbs. He would like us to get wrong 
with Belgrade, and is asking for a kind of military guarantee in the 
event of attack by Yugoslavia. Not a hope. We have not the slightest 
intention of impairing our good relations with Stoyadiuovich in order 
f" procure a success for the more or less democratic government of 
Mr. lrnrcdy. Yugoslavia would automatically rudi t » the arms of 
Franc”, and the politico-military advantages which the Axis has won 
in the Danubian basin and the Balkans would be at an end. YVe m;i 
perhaps blow the Belgrade Proto. >k :A\ high by occupying Albania*. 
But in that rase there will be a positive advantage. For tiic sake of 
hoisting the Italian Hat* over Ibis country which 1 -longs to us, it is 
worth lacing even a risis ol that kind. T '.nt ccitainly not now, to assist 
the political game of these arrogant and peiuiam Hungarians. 

i .hen • here war a conversation at the Palazzo Venezia, with tlw 
Duce. Minute made. They sang more or less the same tunc. But there 
\ as no change to be got from the Duce < ithcr Kanya, who is f ar f rc „ u 
I le is<‘d, said to me in the evening 1 far >>ry $ misfortune is that Ciano 
and Goring .,m in love with Stoyadinovi< li. 

Jrcv it). At the sea, when; l toad to Kanya, so lar as it concerns 
him, tlit- Minute ol iay Venice convertlurns with .Stoyedinoyi- li. }] t: 
had to admit that Stoyadinovich was quite explicit in ruling out an 
attack on 11 ittgaty. so long as Hungary dors ia»l take the initiative in 
i ^ tilth* < vvuh Pin |ue but loliov r in die > . clu* ' l Gciman). 

Wr talked . i it Austria.. He told rne that S hmidt no h rn r h. 
a pohti< n jio i i)ut is m.iking -200,000 marks a w -u. 1 renin, t .d him 
.a our eoiivrrsalion in Budapest, when I rc lured to negvaiau. with 
Guido wUwiJi I-c< ause j regarded him a:- a trait*-w StJutschnigg ihv 
i him ariaus I no would like to do auditing in .V rt bun onr f bc prisor 
inn Inch he is virtually m mu..j i unk.e r ! my a| *f> r *' " b L ” Kibbcnh > .p 
and the an u;ic results h arhi< ved. 4 'J he Germans haw many cjualiti, */ 
suit 1 1. m; a. ‘but the) ,u dr.-*. . dcstw.ic ol polnicrl t n i 

J j -ii. ’I.dked about Hungary w i ill th lhi(e. Mr. Lilh in ih> 
country s Itiftn has been much Imk n sinet* be uUtde flu -u'quaintani 
o( I inn d> i h-d. 1 , v • mm as a o:i . 1 i »ogw enet ~ 1 hal is u < ■ , # 

1 l.<\ VtfYuL I Ol.lWM-C. 
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a:hh£rigcroiis man and typical of the kind of ruler produced by a mori- 

und regime. Plis verdict on Kanya is also severe: an old Hapsburg 
relic. Only a frank 1 ' nationalist party will be able to come to grips 
with Hungary’s serious problems—thoagrarian question, anti-Semitism, 
treaty revision. The visit to Rome has completely fizzled out. The 
attempt to disturb Yugoslav-Italian relations was a failure, f .ast night, 
while we were waiting at the Baths of Caracalla, the Duce authorized 
me to wait until I meet Stoyadinovich, helore making the requests wc 
have agreed upon. This is a good idea. Made through diplomatic 
channels, the dan arch? would have taken on a disagreeably inquisitorial 
chinacicr. The Auer was very proud to display the splendid spectacle 
at the Baths. He took a personal interest in irmnging the details, even 
fixing the prices of th<* seats. He wanted them to hr very cheap for the 
common people—two lire. At the end of the performance he said to me, 
indicating hnredy: 1 man wh cannot make a better response Ilian 
that to the applause of the people is not a leader.’ 

Portugal has recognized the Fnipiu:. 

The advance he . been resumed in Spain. 


j <_ 1 ,y 21. A telegram from Bcrti announces that the new attack on 
the Red defensive positions along the Riwr Pnlancia will begin at 
4 p.m. to-day* Once we ...e through this line we should be able to 
march on Valencia. 'The Spaniards have put another division under 
our command, in addition to the Arrows. A good sign. 

r T» ; Duce. is annoyed >bout Captain WitxlemannV futile visit to 
London, h is probably just another case of pres , hysteria. Bui it ought 
t«; have been axoided. We am still almost emnplctcK in the dark, and 
tii Au w.irtiges Am' may \. h be in the same pujitum. T should like 
to see the German eomiiioag’ said Uv Duce, *if 1 took it into inv In d 
to send Sebastinni to sec iieorges Bonner.’ 

'In,-. , i s Ji (,j the HritMi King n»d Ouern lo 1 *iris is not, .0 far ... 
political r-’ult go, cxcoding 1 jj ii t odi:.st toiceaUH made for it. u has 
taken on :• democratic character- something quite dill’creut from the 
Fiihrer’s visa t:> italv. 1 lw French pres gives more ;pace to ilic 
interminable menus oUh banquets oliciT.d by the Popular Fiont than 
to arivihing clOn y n:’’ e?V/; at Fninn. Tlv King, like everyone 
<*]<: will mm ' 1 wav with this slng.ni o his mind. \nu may not 
„U ill 10 Inrii to lliii k th it. when . pe pie rats as well as all that, it h 
inw ,. dh\ less lorn 1 n dymg. 


jnj v f ]hr offensive : i Spain continues with pretty lav- arable 
pro | ’ Bin ’ f .">taii' ‘ is stid still. 

(.unvnsauon with Cu.unni V .rn d, h is pis.atnisin , Vcrv atm* 
w Jr r . j Ueisal i worried about the ra« i,d qiu-i.em, whiih he Hunk 

1 Fn,. \Mnl«*»naim, Hitler's personal Culiutmit. 
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ill have damaging repercussions in the economic and financial 
sphere. 

July 23. We are held up in Spain for the moment. Resistance is 
tenacious. <Jarnbara intend:; to make a strategic manoeuvre. 

At UcssiV request T am interesting myself in the change of owner¬ 
ship of the Picco!". The Mayers—-Jews -warn n» get rid of it. 

Nothing else worthy of note. 

The Puce i in Romagna. 

J u i.v ■ [ . To Ahetone. 'In ui to Leghorn, where t lie Federate told me 
that there is mucli sympathy for the anticipated anii-Jcwish mea: ares. 
But the problem docs not appear to be as M-rious in Leghorn as it once 
was. Tin- Jews wrre the leaders of anti-lnucism and have been 
liquidated i«.» tlier with it. 

juj.v -v,. !u Spain t!ic Reds hav' % crossed the Lbro ;•» two point,, 
f don't believe their >iV<:nsive strength is any •• outer u an it was in 
other simil e attempts. Bu; ii is disagreeable that the Whites should 
iiavc allowed hrinsclvrs to be si piisrd, with the first iinmcdiate result 
that our offensi\c on Valencia has be; a checked. 

Lord Perth came to ask for lenient treatment of the journalist 
Cremona, “ who lias been expelled. The re won for his expulsion was 
that Gr< mona^ in conversation with other journalists* said that Mi iso- 
lini cannot pr :ss his ai: i-Seniitic cnu.pai >„ • «>.. fin, because in the pan 
hr received money from the Jew- and even from a Jewess, the Sai l ui. 
hide ira . . Perth asked to have anoder ronvi vsith me 

to-morrow, I think to discuss the GeccdunlovaUm probh m. 

i >ij)dina ha* had an operation on ltd » u* lot •mil,. She did not 
Miller at all. Jhit I felt so sorry for he inner the ana-atheti. llu ,. 
sudd« nly she was all right 

Jui.y 2 «i. A " (one) • indorsation with Minute " ,il, W *l>on'.;!i 

there was noth ng important. 

fa Sp un flu* situation is cm the was « n bein, m 41 uimI on the Lb,-, 
bom 

Commotion user St.u u e >» (ommunique actually vniten by tin* 
Duct) on the Jewish question. 

I .' s 27. Nothin.. V. n t f iy ' note. 

Jol. -? 8 . Sin-e the .shorthand report •• a speech of Chaml. :rJ;cin • 
did ne t mak'* it clnu wheilier he r c,\ t id 'h«* ' vl,,u J tlic 1 \’hui- 
frxj 4 from S]>:iin as not only a nor >ry, but also a u ^ 1 ’ u[ tondition 

n c 'roll.1 instruction* to 


:-i h irnpleuicntnli *n of the Pact, l ' a' ( ‘ ,,|V( 

isely till., (lie Prim' M-i '• U- -> inicnttoiv-. 

// AM.' 

, .•mpundf.ii 1.1 tl. rChrriHii V.IMI- \lomto, 


mqunr pn 


1 Kinu A In 

J |*;U 1 ( ;vi , 


y int»> the I'm,,/ 

, wlitur <>l th< 1 .ir«c j»nj>« 
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S^Gambar.i has sent a nervous dispatch. It i the pessimistic influence 
of Berti, who would like to come to Italy to discuss . . . politics. 
Politics—too often the unhappy mania of soldiers. 

July 29. Nothin# worthy of note. 


J i’LY 30. Following the Pope’s speech, violently critical ofTac inlisrn, 
T summoned the Nuncio and gave him a warning—if die Vatican 
continues on this path, a clash is inevitable because -ince the conquest 
of the Empire the Duce regards the racial question as fundamental. It 
is the lack - .' racial preparedness of the Italian; which caused the 
Amhara insurrection. 1 spoke quite plainly to Borgongirii, explaining 
die premise and the aims of our racial policy. Hr seemed pretty 
v oiivinc‘"d, and I may add that he showed himself p*, .sonally ve mti~ 
Semitic. lie nil confer with the Holy Father r ^-morrow. [ think it 1 
right to take steps to avoid a crisis, but if the Church wants ore, we 
shall not be the losers. 

Th news from Spain is pretty tatie. We arc waiting lor Bmi u* 
arrive here. 


July 31. Ill with tonsillitis. I am to stay in bed until August 7. 

August 8 . Back at work. General Beni pave me an account of the 
condition of our troop.. Curiously enough, he is for om<* F*sh p ...muni, 
than usual. He is full of piaise for the h< roisin ul die cgionarh s. He 
thinks, however, dial unless r deride to send further reinforcements 
on a large scale, we shall have to two uate the infantry,* wn if it ux am 
unilateral action. He is waiting lot a decision. 

I ht? Dime is vc!) worked up about the i .u ial question mid vci ) 
ai giy with (At olit Acf m. Mr has ordered dint all Jews are to be 
struck of out diplomatic Hsf. T an* <«• boon b\ Trailing them to 
Rome, fh attacked tl«* Pope mlenth . M do not undent dm Ur his 
strength,’ !u sa.d, Mmi lie nut ' n 1 undeiestimate mine tier 1931 
.j.Muld ]i;t\r t 1 . ht him. A sign Irom me would be enough to un!« a*»h 
ah th ntmlcr* as n . 1 tla It; Ikm pt 'pie, which ,*a otuK it hard 
work to & wallow b wish Mod. He repeated his iheot;. uboi the 
p.uami/\rion of Mhnati nit livough Catholicism ‘The is tin 1 reason 
wlp 1 un k d Catholic and antPCJlnistnui.'’ lit 'fused to vc-rive 
4 > . dg \.h/> was left crestiallen m the ante-room 

i rccv-Ived ihcNunet ;• V * discmsrd die ?./ ' mil o r ( kith *lic Action. 
\ \ for the r e • proolcm. the Poj>e mov that he iindnuaml.; vlmt 
it is 1 rally about, shows sij. ns ol disarming. 

The Jaouiese Auibassno n *«dd me that hi (dovmmient intends to 
make • iVnnti.-i agretmcnt widi Rtisaa. that for »lux rcaso,. their 
nomei-tne 4 v u'\ K .re hitherto ..ct . h sir lined, but the il i.ht- 
U. , R. hould iiiteur • its ! 1 ocan. u there ought he v limit to 
th< . mist quern cs. I iud ; \ucd mu undo standing and svmp uh\. 
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J^A-UGi: r 9. 1 had a talk with Father Tacchi-Veuturi. 1 We agree? 
about the advisability of taking steps to avoid a conflict between the 
Holy See and Fascism. There is no real issue to fight about. The 
friction with Catholic Action is unimportant and may easily be kept 
within bounds, il there is goodwill on both side;,. Tacchi-Vcnturi 
distrusts Slarace. Tf a man has once been a mason,’ he said, ‘he is 
a ma*on h t the rest of his lift:. 

1 received Blonde!, who brought me a vague exptv.-sion of France’s 
goodwill to a.live at an under..landing. Apart from that wo talked 
•about routine administrative questions. 

Avci'st to. 1 hisemsed with the l)uce the draft reply which Franco 
has prepared for the Non-Intervention Committee. Although many 
dim in it don't ;mn perfect, wt decided not n, raise objections, 
particularly a, the Ormans are in fundamental agreement and Franco 
is in a hurt y to reply. 

,the sea I saw the Ambassador of the U.S.S.R., who came to talk 
o me a bout the commercial pourf c.rlm, which are not making prugro ... 
I gave him an appointment for to-morrow evening. T took him to task 
a l° out an arl i c lc full of pcisonal insults, which has appeared in the 
l.wrnul dt Mokou. 1 asked hin whether hr was the author and said 
,hv t he v.-s usin ■ his imagination, he might havt d ate better. 
He wa* very embarrassed, hut denied that he. had vmttcn it. Then, 
to extricate himself from a tricky position, hosaitlt I promise I thstt 
utile twain:,1 you when I am no longer \mba sad-r. Fo which 1 
„ oiled: ‘When you an no longer Ambcv, .dot, 1 pmm.se shall never 
write t word about you again.’ J 1 .e Russ.an Councilor, win. is 

intelligent, saw thu l Inicl scored a Jut- 

, 11 r nn tlie situation in Albania iinrj the probti - i 

at mioninportultuiiK ornnt .iu* ...... . . . h /- 

. A11 ic (m i 1 very well. I neaLiin^ about liunn ucnt 

oj our pr -n.’V; >t k.ia, 'Mi is gon - \ f > _ 

, .• 1 1 ..... ,; lir r my conversation with General 

Italian action nave died d >wn sun 

Scrcp’i. 

\uotls 1 n. 1 t..l ! «..u- Milita.v Attache hi Cree,e to l.,ep cl ; , : .r 
- nations in th< dtecuon erf th^Albanian , f 

),Wt want the Greeks u. Ik .repared with the P* 

occupy / bnnia. They ' ’'•" h « 
nl om* plan:, i knovv bit" arc setting up »' 11 MN llj 1 ‘ anina 

(ion ci tion with the Kus.ian Ainbassado) .ib >ut toe i . "irut 1 

ncc'oliafions, * hit h have reached a deadlock oVt l 11 uu,,ln ” 11 ( l uai ~ 

. , . . , to then dotilands lor au f ralt 

uuc.s requested by us l)dur 1 vve vn> .igtc< 
supplies, 

. ... . . , , •, ltf 1( a ri ! t.. tlu: (W.rriMiinn of Hitci. Hr 

’ I’athrr I .'tro lac hiArr.fr ..Jtv- f ; ;■/ , 1( 

pJayf'i i ' in.' * par: i » the iu>»« liainm >'* ' 1 ‘ 1 
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r 1 and facomoni showed me the plans for the Sporting Club 
ieat re in Tirana, which I approved in principle. I want to create an 


absolutely first-class Italian centre, which will consolidate our nationals 
and gather foreigners and Albanians round us. It will be opened at 
Christmas. 


August 12. Berti was with the Duce. He had a talk with him 
during my illness, in which he explained the situation. To-day h was 
a question of tying up the loose ends. By way of a most lucid exposition 
and sonu 1 igorous logic the Duce arrived ai the lollow'iug conclusion. 
There must be plain speaking with Franco and we must find out what 
his intentions are. If he is really prepared to renounce the assistance of 
the foreign volunteers, then, without obliging us to submit to the 
humiliating formalities required by the ‘Non-Intervention’ Committee, 
he must send away out infantrv with every honour. If, on the other 
hand, he is .till anxious to have us, then, in view of the tact that with 
our present forces operations are impossible and the furthci fact that 
we are not disposed to remain in Spain as spectators, we shall s/ nd 
10,000 men as replacements. If. lastly, a (lists occurs in the Non 
Intervention’ Committee and 1 ranee 1 copens the frontier, we « .in send 
one or more divisions to bring the war to a rapid end. Berti will sec 
Franco uud giv e us a reply before the 20th. 

RepmL from Piccio on the state ol leeling in Trance. Much anxiety. 
A Minister in olfice lias tolc. him that in the event of conflict with the 
Vxl> the defeat of Frauci is already regarded as inevitable bv the 
French leaders. 

Cave Transom 2 instructions Ibi his mission to Prague. 


Auous. i;.j. Nothin ' worthy o' note. 

August 14. 1 ,, Venice by air. 

A1 usuai if,. At Venice, with the family. 

Aiu.us r 16. Ik' I l" Rome by air. A good flight. Nothing very 
mu.'>ii-iii at lb- ••Hie . Th-lWe, u, always is calm, lie talked about 
B.dbo’s visit to (kimany and the war in Spain. As Balbo seems u> be 
Worrying abhut the hidden teasom for Ui« mission, the Dure authorized 
, ru . u '.j| i,;,u that la w.inud 10 11 1.r him as the in--si compel' "< 
'vhieli 1.. not true'. In iimucdiiitely added observer ol Cerium • air 
power, now that things an moving towards a showdmvn. Ball"' was 
ddivhie. when ! u Al him this. In an; caw lie a as vw limited wit Him 
vi- it, the Germans. 'heir aeroplanes, cvuvlldng. Now dull his vanity 
h.. been llatteicd, he ulks lit- the most .. nvinnd siippmter o me 
\:,is. I gathn one thit. from his account - 1 he Herman «nr |o,l '° ls 
\ ry 1: Avcrful and icchnirdly much more advanced than mu >. 

M a. 1 au Iiixtum arrhiiecl. A 1 icml of tlift famih' 

!•..ii: . ' • IV.: . ui. ivc.i.ih n'pointed Ivli.in Mlniui" in l*i'.>’.>" 
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^l-yS It was a long conversation with Balbo. Still in a state ol enphorv 
from his journey, he had abandoned his attitude of criticizing every¬ 
thing and everybody, except where Aojta and the Empiie was con¬ 
cerned. Balho is just a great boy, spoilt, restless, lively, ignorant, and 
u< times potentially tiresome. Not, T think, dangerous, because he has 
no means of being dangerous. 

I eceivcd die Polish Ambassador. He brought me a me. ; gc from 
Beck about Geneva, a mes>a;e without any importance except as a 
proof of the Polish desire to keep their contacts with us alive. 


Aunt's 17. I described my conversation with Balbo to the Dure. 
I confirmed that he is not aware of the manoeuvre but i: actually 
delighted with what lie regards as a success. Mussolini replied: ‘One m 
always happy when one doc* not understand.’ 

I advised the Once to hai" an important sheet in Rome named after 
d’Annunzio, in <f ead of an avenue on the Pincio, which is what the 
Governor juts done. If Rome can honour so many more or less iwgii- 
gihl'- dead men with a untin street, that unnderiul Italian, Gabriele 
d AnnunzJ'), dew rves something more. 

At the sea 1 introduced Balbo to the Russian Counsellor. Balbo, 
v, ho ac -res talking, slat ted a more v le > futile discussion. ‘Balbo is 
sympathetic and ul ■ in li»i /in. ; said Ildfand nftciwaros. ‘But \ am 
convinced that all tbi talk ai "t ami-Mussolini aspirations is lion sense. 
Balbo doc m i omc up to Mussolini’s waist. ‘ 


Arc sr ift. Nothing mportani, rxeepi that the Ducc f \v to 
P.-ni idle)* a. Tv the present situation of extreme tension r is will mak' 
a i. 1 it in use in the world. II* telephoned n e when lit got back. He 
is • uthuAntu about v.r mild u y preparation** ut 1 he island, -Mach h t.« 

1 cm iied a '“1 n high deguv o! efi ra y. 

At the a . tli* i nglisli Charge d'Alla.-iv asi.ed me ay 'in, ibunalK, 
whc'iior fn no d i. true mat ac have giver, arm* to Franco recently, 
inevitably, I reset ved m , ply. 


At * . t 1 ') ll : Uuce and I ••tiled the reply to be given 10 the 

English; A. wc have 1 . expedite mat \ loi ’e in Spain, a° dm. for < h 

i htii a.s i). • \\u ag.- of ji uraiions pro- t.eds a die aim 1 o .* as. » r 

lahl< 1 th a. tli.il nl j»irtg .tl as v • (annoi send our soldh‘1 ■ into batik 

an ed with olive orain lies, wc have sent what necessary to prevent 
1 1 • 1 • ! " ’ masvancil 1 H«* am . i * *. t i;.• • as d *• 1 ,,v 'i ',h *1) 

ku * large jua 11 1 - over the P i.'a-us. This • "bat •• iu:,i\ 
Sil IV>< I ( ’! : Ics 1 (I‘ • lurrov, d he - *HSi <| U«*fl« *“ ’ r> diis 11 plv arc;. l*Ot 
dbg »j1 1 , , ■ P M*||, ula, : “ \s note t«» th« ‘ u-lntej'Vei 

ii»' 7 i’ Co'iuniuce \nll also: uisc a ittle cor nu»i u»n 

' <11 \ ! 1.1, , I ni: Ii 'h It in • le ,, I. I ml* : ' '»l U*n*i < ■ '’AHri • 

Uj lln .« 1 I l UJ 1 ■; 1 ii^y 11 : 'iily. O' j 
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According to a report from the Assistant Military Auachl in Bei lin, 
German officers regard action in Czechoslovakia as inevitable and 
imrnineii* -end ol September. Everything is said to be ready down to 
ile l ist detail. The air force i, to play the principal role. Through 
political channels not a word has been said to us yet. We ought 
therefore to stick to the position as ir was in May, when we wci e assured 
th:.t a recourse to iorce could be tuled out, at least for some years. 


t’oos o. 1 spoke to Sir Noel Charles in the form anticipated. 
Mmute made o' the conversation. He personally did not boggle at our 
reply, but 1 doubt whether its reception in London will Ik; as friendly. . . 

i gave Aitu'- o \v itten instructions to see Ribbentrop and ask for 
precise. Information on what the Government of the Reich intends to 
do iu C/.eehod.A ikifi, with the object of‘enabling us to take nn asurcs 
in time < n our western frontier'. This communication will have \ 
considerable cdect oa the Germans, .l dennaisi > ate. 1 , jir.i how far 
we are prepared to e >. Actually the news from Berlin suggest.s mon 
and more hut the crisr- -/film Czech «jucstii »t» is at hand. Will the 
oonlln.i be localized or will Leaner set fue to the pm.bc.i barrel;’ In 
that eventuality dierc is no alternative for us !uu to fill in h »ide 
Germany .immediately, with all our resources. The Ouee is derided 
on action. Hence the need to know tilings completely and m time. 

Aim, us i 21 . Bcrti's account of Ins • »nvrr: at ion with Franco has 
arrived. Franco turns down the kb that we shoiiM send new divisions 
die must lie vs i'' a eept i" that we send 10,000 n pla« emi. ts to main- 
. tain om* present forces in . stair ol efficiency. L' ihese cm mnsi.uucs 
the Ducc, after a l«»ng To. u ha* come rotiml to the idea of 
red ream; iet !k r t.jim im ivadu • our lorn m Spain. The I ,i- - ri<> uni 
Mai h >division. woulil i . concentrated into a sinyk division, tin* 
rest oetuvr fr:, and fifteen tie ami men. uild be re.pnd i.UrJ, tin h 
repatr at ion to l»r negotiated with tin- English, vs horn we could confront 
with tf< dih mm i< i b it he i in-pU men i mg tb* a • i c tin nts of Ay d v , >r 
a M wing (hrjin to 1 •; If they choose the latter dtcrnntivty out path 
is r.le r lot a mililar ill <u c . h l n » man 

It , rrns to me a a ' :cc II* nt plan. Above all n serves to o l in mohon 
•s a a in (' w ha ll has Ivon station. ) • lor too long and to cxlih .m 
n Irani . ;i uiijA ut imp.isse. l cne«, 1 dunk, will lv.saddled 1 i»1» 
a solution ol ih < u.tJ. And lie (>nn«vu, it :,«■cuts to me, antmt help 
bin appro* e. 

In tin .iJieiaooii 1 wenl to Ve nire. 

a -. 1 n ■ 1 h j> ic«e has hioisrb’d. ..fo ,| ;• lel.-er on loi •lerti on 

d h < dial ua at: led ynurda \-, n usual on v .ioon ol 
f wc« pt i mmI irnpf'i lain ' . h r h»* irdco'd m< n, give a coy of the 
tGegrarn to tlie King. 

,?% 11 
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X it seems that the Pope made another disagreeable speech yesterday 
about exaggerated nationalism and racial ideology. The Duce has 
summoned Father Tacchi-Venturi fur this evening and proposes to 
deliver an ultimatum to him. ‘Contrary to what is believed,’ he said 
to me, T am a patient man. But I must not be made to lose my 
patience, or I react by making a desert. If the Pope continues 10 talk, 
I will tickle up the Italians and in less than no time 1 will turn them 
into anti-clericals again. The nu n in the Vatican are insensible, 
mummified. Tin re is a slump in religious belief- -no one believes in 
a God who bothers about our petty troubles. I should despise a Go I 
who bothered about the personal affairs ol the policeman standing . 1 
the corner of hr Corso.* 

Nevertheless, 1 would be a y/ d thing if this friction came 10 an end. 
In the present diiticiill intcri . tiunal situation a conflict with the 
Ciiureh would help nobody, f have always ictcd on this principle 
with Borgongini. 

iiuffarini came to t. Ik to me abom his quarrel with Staracc. He feels 
that he i.s suspected and is uneasy. Staracc really doc. distrust hint. I 
hall try > bring them together—d is is not the momcni to anuov the 
Duce with palace squabbles. 

\o,a;:; i 23 . Nothing worth / <»t note. 

Voorst ;±. Some leporF from barzini 1 have made tie Duce 
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dission of peace may, in the event of a general conflict, be trails- 
(brrnctl into a task of Avar. With great composure lie described his plan 
fur that eventuality—piracy and a high price for his skin. Somigli L 
a man who will keep his word. 


August 23. Villani came to see me on his return from a holiday. 
He is pleased with the results of Bled. He confirmed that pacts with 
Roumania and Yugoslavia about the minorities are now ready, but arc 
being held up because of Czechoslovakia. He had to admit that I was 
right when 1 told him in March 1937, on my return from Belgrade, 
that I had put a charge of dynamite under the Little Entente. We also 
talked about the possibility of war in the near future. In Budapest too 
nothing previse is known about the intentions of Germany. They 
believe, however, a* we do, that, whatever the solution turns out to 
be tie. crisis will probabh be precipitated soon alter the departure 
of Runciman 1 from Prague. 

1 have sent a telegram of congratulations to Stovadino irh and 
another to Kanya, partly to undcrlin* the patt we have played in 
the affair. 

Suvich, on the subject of America, repeats what we more or levs 
know already. lie adds, however, that, in his opinion, in the event * ' 

1 war America /ill eeter the struggle earlier than is generally believed, 

Auct st 26. Attolieo Ins spoken to Rihbcntrop in the : ense of my 
instructions of the 20th. Pk reply is not altogether clear. There is 
a great desire for action and everything is now ready or cry nearly 
--but the lin.il decision docs not -wu t<» have been made yet. 

The puce is indignant with Branco for the ‘see ne optimisin' with 
wlih h he conducts ih • war. \Sci me -ptiniLsts/ he said, ’lind themselves 
lmdei a tr. i > soon as they leave home in the morning.’ 

Boi rongini-Du .a -mine, b\ order of the 1\>| e, to t ilk to uv' about tin* 
aimoun; einiTH which is to put an rml, for the present at least, t-» the 
1 vie Lion Iviv.ecn du l\ut> and (-atholu Action. 1 prodded him md 
fie let hit . ch . * ioI 1 mbjvc t ol the Pope. 1 le he has a th< *rou»;hly 

be. I ruOl :ci mi •!:».>» u >iav and almost insolent, lsverybudy • u * ri- 

lie*.I oj him in the Vatican. Boigon dm himself • rcmhks when he has 
t mu 1 1 is Ih'hu'.sss lui'i'i 1 1 neats wen body wit . arrouaiu \ 

v.wn the imm illusm m cardinals. U lr*n Cm dm.il Paodh, loi nst nice, 

• s to li.pnit, he hi 4 - to write !-»wn all us u navi ion: at t L c* Popes 
db utio'i.. Iiia any little scc?'< tary. d id.pt health L now good again. 

• Ir cuts hide a good deal - •( v, .,>». r d lin’i • h divnl.- a limited 

a 1 in ami of red w u 1 v. fie t al> vs a g miu i *. d < >1 » . 1 o u 1 the y,. 11 den. In 

spue n( ii eighty-tv- > years he Continues to govern tie Church even «n 

M • 1. : lY.i- 'V ! 3 1 • -' r i>< w bn if. m u--.oiii.-i.il 

w . 



always saying 

1 had a visit from a Umatk called Hilda dc Toledano. With a great 
air of nustcry Die declared that . hr was the King of Portugal and 
offered t«> include her kingdom in the Roman Empire. 

/ i «nm Conversation with Charles, in consequence of the 
expulsion of Mrs. Rmicnillc, ol the I'udy f clcgraph. I was able to get 
the oM'lcc cancelled -her offence war. in unv case, venial. 

Not lung rise worthy <>i note. 

Aiua’s i Asked iierli for a reply to the Ducc’s telegram. 

Not! fag worthy of note. 

U;cust r»o. j’hc Duee is angrier than e\er with Franco lor his 
II ibby ruiiduet of the war. He is aired thru* may bcFomev .1 y serious 
surprises. Put on record m your book,' h • lid to me, ‘that to-day, 



August Mi I prophecy th< delcut of Franco. Either the man doesn’t 


know *iov 1 ) n akc Wat or lie doesn’t v ant tr». 1 hr 1<,. c ls arp fighters 
- Franco is not.* 

Uur Amba .culot Rosso reafiimis his conviction that, in the event *»t 
a CV.erh-i lerman conflict, the Soviets will coniine them el vis in ass is - 
( n/ e in the sue and will not my! e a t >t * 1 inteivcnf ion. 1 he same thing 
was Intimated to me yesterday, in veiled terms, by Welland. 

I ll ' O/ecli question is more burning than ever. 1 he Duee anucipaic*» 
hat da- Herman. oil] make the Suddens act and an insurrection will 
br* . k on! inv.de the count! w ii Bonn reacts u-hml., it will Ik 
possible foi Hitler to bring oil an intervention which will have a 
pi uiable, justilu atioii in the e\ s ol the woild It *.il, be dulieult lbi 
t t; ; iiic< to m. • She is n< f ready for war of any ' " d, '-ill ms fa 
, ‘i-rr.sive war. The English will do rveiything to tven lt conflict, 
which they fear more than any *>ihcr countty in the woild 

U.U':/. ;{o. Ha Aniei :n \mbassadoi, who was h> have left mi 
Thursday, has had n»postpone his leave 1 h* is vi i \ nm i ied about the 
ilnatioji and asked me wind otn attitude is. r l ,l “ , n li ‘e usual c<*< on.l, 
pro-fir • mm. and a M: Czech- the: uhole i’c spent Tiiity muy, I, borne 
1 v P 1 in ip t a n asked what America will do. f h ■ rcpTd that 

f ; ' ! ic a.< » :noi o i.iI . * hi 11 y , ) iji • v. olid. ‘ * i>. da » rli>re diliti , !t o 

mak( any pi pho y At the moment the Unit’d nates an i a iliac, but 
a imi ecu! in thr < anr of i, ' w a may abet* the situation tom oriqj 
hum to another 

I hr 1)0 p Ij.i s ,tv„ oni* is to cane! 1 thr ,,»un*J-U..,world v 0 y go oi 
the 7 th Du Mon. I his *: not the moment to v utu 01c men. If ho 
annouru . to nu a projry • hr has for turning Migiurtiiihi 1 Into it 
U)ih<:. on for in tn miti. mil J< wry I In say* 1 hr. country hanmportant 

• i,.in... Ill run liri. mt.1t r .T., :i •>. '• •" • ‘ "'■■•'C n'l. 
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Aral resources, whirl i the Jews could exploit. Among others thru- is 
the shark fishery, ‘which has the great advantage that, to begin with, 
n any Jews would get eaten’. lie is anxious for more thorough know¬ 
ledge of the Fithrer’s intentions rind programme for the Czech crisis, 
i have written a letter in my own hand to Attulico for this purpose. 

The English Charge d’Aflaites returned to the question of the new 
supplies, of aircraft sent by us to Franco. 1 replied rather dryly, more o* 
(ess in the terms of my reply of August 20 to a similar question. 


Amo'sr gt. 1 accompanied Muti to the Duce. i lia exposition of 
the situation in Spain, made at the behest of Ambassador Viola, H 
pretty pessimistic. We ought not to be surprised if in the course of the 
next month • two things take a torn for the worse lor Eivinco. l’hc 
count! y is full ul dj trust and scepticism, th. troops arc weary , the other 
general: are 1 In r. The rcputali* mis .*1 Jagtie and Vigon arc 
in iN.Uionalir-l circles, while Franco’s Mar does not shine as brightly as 
i oner' di .. The Pa ds lave i'-covered. the initiative on almost all 

;.c *f »rs of the front 1 won considerable successes, lhc action o[ the 

crossing of c* libro has rat ed their morale and lowered that ol the 

Nationalists, who in their initial disorderly tlighl got ns lar as 

Sara •/ v. lhc Italians loo are tired. Viola proposes that not <>ne, 
hut both an d.visioio should be withdrawn bom Spain, le. dug nd 
possibly icinlbrcing our aii ib>< tanks, and artillery. G'mh.nvi will 
be here m-jnoirow with Beilis proposals. H'e are waiting lor them 
and then wc : hull decide. 

i hc Rournuaian Minister has asked tor the adherence ot Italy to the 
• Danube ug< ecmcm. lie said to me that midct no circumstances will 
Koun am t allt»w )<». sian troops to pass through her territory, v ithom 
lir.a fighting i 4 11 ,!J her resource 1 :. 


.0 r i jtim'mk 1. ( limoeil of Minister, . \t< curt against fore 1 a | ,MV * 
tesidciw in Italy 

I leu to \ eim e. 

Sun • .era 2 Mew b.Hk in the morning. The Duce is ihMiirhcd 
b\ ( 1 m m th it the Ch iinans . >1 letting ir know almost n thing ot 
tl:rb j • ;i.u a \ ’ record C Czec! 1 ival.i 1 I h • -ru ' • ' ,hr *■» 
( t|k t Hr o H warns fo know hnv. far ('erniaie intends* n> push 
thin,-, , mul to v*hat »* s i ait and how slu exp cts to be h.elpeil by u». 
Atloh Vs mp o m 1 at the moment , pt n\»- le decisive e\ idt nee - -lie 
peii"uall\ is ■ lin t oto i*»mm’ ling on «.-!.<•■ ' f " 

II , - \III* •. • a lhc II* • d jo • r losn■« anta<!'. lb‘ sa.N •; b ’ lias 

. 1, anion -imFo ct mi m ibis ’’ruse to timing I h ssc did not nbuthm 

house II. but hi' Mays that In knows im(>orian-- things which he 1 ,umot 
r v, |n al v I h»»ut tie- ■n-bori/af Ion *f h ls » hi( lH 1 baler seal of :\r\ h 
told on ilu no Me* tan mill'divc will be made belt*p October • the 
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/defence lines are not yet ready. He will leave to-morrow morning lor 
a conference with the Fiihrer—Ribbentrop is far from well informed. 

The new Argentine Ambassador paid me his duty visit. He is ixt 
particularly striking. 

Gamb. ra reported on the situation in Spain. He will confer with 
the Dure lo-morrow. The soldier (Belli has not yet spoken to Franco 
in 4 ecordance with die instructions of August 22) have some idea which 
does not coincide with those of the i hice, but they do not dare to express 
it clearly. We shall see to-morrow. 

Pn nas has sent a telegram about a conversation between Bonnet and 
the German Ambassador in Paris, flic terms \ ere quite precise— 
France, England and Russia, would intervene at once, with American 
support. Will such language have a useful cfleet on Germany, or has 
Hitler pat ips already gone too far to draw back? 




Sept iijer Conference at the Palazzo Venezia with Gambara, 
who put forward the views ot the commanders of the Volunteer Corps 
on the advantages and disadvantage:, of leaving troops in Spain. The 

i mo: s idea of having a single division was ruled out as equally < ornpro- 
niising and more dangerous. Either withdraw all the infantry, or send 
reinforcements to strengthen the two present divisions, take over 
command of the Arrow:., get th< Spaniards to give us two divisions, 
an 1 attack Barcelona with this combined lone The Ducc ruled out 
tail proposal and agreed to the total withdrawal of the infantry. He 
drafted a ft legraru for Bcrti, with order, to c ommumcatc it to Franco. 
II franco a ;rer:, go, I. If not, we shall bud another .elution, l,ul the 
Dure will iinpu,.* his ov n conditions about he method of conducting 
1 hr vai. Til Ducc is couviiH ed that Franco ha*: loo his best ciiaiien 
of bringing the game t-. speedy end. Now the .situation ins < lunged, 
and time. . ■ always is v.-orkii. ■ against the s dr which wastes if. 

Adolico has had a talk ith Kibhcntrop. Nothing new. 1( there is 
pro* oration fir Germans will tt cl . Appaoml} nothing else \ .\< 
Iic<;i! ih-.'i.iril 1 )V tl.c I Lilli, r. It is entirely in onr interest n<.t to press 
I, r iiutii.tr 1. pika. It - elcai that t!i« lw not ' v: " ,t «<■ '■*» 

into the g.mic. i ll. I. Uvvc:, us tlir most c mplt ■ liliffty of action in 
any eventuality 

According i" o porta from Budapest tfe 11 mgaiiau lei i(. s It . at f- 
* i.ed 1 , a /it;iole an I iiamincin. K.nr, ' 111 1 1 1(1 hand regalds 

ii in* * cable but riot '• amou nt - i.cxt sp» ’ a 


Si-ao BiiiM.’, ,|, l b * i )a« 1 was \ cry worked 11 ‘ da J< \ ■ He 

tinted at lie* e-,ores whi* 1 he oh ads h 1 •/"t ihc n< \f (u and ( '-nnciiio 

tdopb md wlm h will, ukn together, *.h ir.tii.ut- die Charter of the 
’ace. .'Veto o|v die < bant has alnwl been <ha u np b\ the hand 
>fthrl m r The G md Council v. d! do 'u-petha *- irtion It with 


SEPTEMBER 4. T()3B l^I 

eratiop.j. As for the Jewish concentration colon/ the Dnec 
talks now not of Migiurtinia, but uf Jubaland, which oilers better 
conditions for life and work. 

The Duce went on to say: ‘I am familiarizing the Italians with ihe 
idea that there is something cLe they can do without- -the Vatican. 
Materially, the contribution which the Vatican mak* to 11s is negli¬ 
gible—-there is no money coming in from it. In a Rome of eight) or 
a hundred thou and inhabitants it counted for something. In the 
flourishing and industrious Rome which will soon pass the million and 
a half mark it has no w eight at ad. Pilgrimages are becoming rarer, 
worse attended, and poorer. The fight against these powerful forces 
as many conkder them to be, serves to give the Italians a backbone, h 
also seives to sho . that certain mountains are no more than blisters. 

To Lucca, for tin - races. 

81- cTI,MPP- 1 5. Brn-elli 1 tells me that there is an oppressive atmo¬ 
sphere in Milan. The anti-Semitic measures and the demographic 
measure:, have hit too many people to be popular. But the Due* , when 
ite believes it to he necessary, has the courage to be unpopular. And 
in the end he turns out to be right. 

Sola, giving his opinion on the present sit nation, says that 1 h f * altitude 
of Roum tnia is linked with that of Britain. II London embarks upon 
a war, Bucharest will follow. In that case the Russian troops will have 
an unonpovd passage through Bessarabia. II this is true, many < dcu- 
'ufions w ill have to be mpidb revised. Roumani * is of little account as 
a military fore**, but lie may be a decisive factor owing to her position 

Contradict* • reports fr in Berlin—Kibh* ntrop hint.-, at a resump¬ 
tion if negotia ivuis v. irh Prague, while his Undei-Seerciun tell. 
Atlolico that 1 he crisis will bi | <ecipitated about the 2oth. Meanwhile 
we till have not had a < V.u and da isive statement . Why.'* 

Pa* iani was relatin'' to me a onversation h* has liad with Canare, 
ihe hrad o' the Icrman Intelligence Scrvi< c\ when l wa ■ told about 
a - ,iJ a iad by the leg. h Military Attache, informing n.> ol the 
moMT.u -a. oi reservists on the 1 Urine frontier. He add d tiro 'dung 
uf il. kind has been done oa the Alpine frontier. 1 telephoned the 
re to tli- J mu do 1 as 1 acted me to ,al. riri Barb , saying that tin 
thin 1 i.\n. - us indT/rcut so 1- : as we do not know the de« Lion., of 
ik Reich. 1 l his i a dirt\ tuck on the part of France * he said. Ml will 
have ad < onscqrienccs. 

] \ ian» gave me > » [ ( 1 the c<-ltd it ion • -I the .u m\ r ensuring. 



Si 1 • 1 Mhl , n f, t Star m < talked me Usi night bom the 1 iterual 
.viuru mi. According t< • him the country has been hghtly shaken by the 
rc‘ ( r,i, measures. '• am s« rry to have to use the word, he said, 4 but 
1 f.jo It- irili. editor of tit* •' ofu/r- ilflla Sna, 
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il'j/ir is ari atmosphere reniink rnt >rQuartan. 11a. 1 1 he. Paity i ooUU 
^<1 in 8 ood shape. So are the people. The turns i 1 in the bourgeoisie.’ 

Cava lien i- is optimistic about tlx; military operations in the Empire. 
H,. ,...pects to be .blc to liquidate the last centres of rebellion before 
Chrisuirv In thr event of a general war, lie is not afraid of a large- 
v ...t ,r,f the inhabitant* At present, while our military prepara- 
on. an mi yet complete, lie thinks that offensive action might take 
h form of an op-ration with i mall radius in the Rmim. Tn tvro 
, ^rs he • xp- et:; to have th« sources to occupy Egypt, and he is also 
Mml. n.:/ a ..uprise act., n again a Adi u, in nrdci to deprive the English 
i*f ihi* b.r < . 

Th< iVmc.t of Piedmont ranic up t" nr* at thr sea and asked foi 
MW. ..f ibr «iu'ai:"n. I jrw him a report. on Czechoslovakia and 
Spain. His ittitudc i cry correct and calm In *he course of the 
conversation S! tz.c' was mentioned 'I he lVintc is indignant that lie 
j, >t i|| a s- nator .mil In- the Collar ol the Amuinziatu. ‘We must g't 
bin, out of the Senate,’ he said. ‘Then we an take away the collar 

■' |, u .| ; |i,„ M Berlin with a message from Hitlci to the. Dm c 

We'shall • cc it to-morrow. In th. way of concrete new.. Iron, th 
Cerman-C/t eh front th» it e nollmr;. 

S| - j |,i, morning's press report; 'ccm.-.-l optimistic <••» 

, , | „ |,„.,t. . mi the 'rounds dial ! ..'i;ne wa iike 1 v 

til. SIll'ICLl ol < /.I ‘ It" !o\.iKta, , . 

i , c-T,t the Perm m <; in.mi. I .urr m the day, 

to . c c pt <»i nr.u ly ;u.( i m l,K * .. 

, v 4 i. ni iral re| ?< *rt‘i Jr-*u» a ti rman source - it 

ho ever, the t< ■ rr iiv »i< 1 ... . , . . . 

. , .i mi> was flriilHi * 1> tied |>. l.ondon 

Mterris tli.ll tin v,i\r t t rujmoi) 

* tU U ' . ,, . i nn, < Ur ha.% had two lonlumKrs with 

! ..rut W ith 1 Irssc: to tile 1 n»< < 11 

... i.i , incrii lairlum da t.iti.d l>> him. [ ,im 

preservin'; it among my dot'iuucnts. I “ ,Mt ' , . '' ' u . ; 1 ' 

if Czech. oV’ alu.. pi.kc him at the moment h.. m a posumn 

i ux a pT' inc nroi.Tu ifTi*’ , i • i , , 

,1 i •. u n, u rntt d ih*- worn »a\val of our 

I fiviica, ui.willow ly it ‘;<cfu 1 '. I)• • s * u *. . ^ , , iV , . 

, , , , , , . niaI proposal ail.I ulfen i, 

iiilaiiii'i I lie J ini ( has i' tuiia I o his 01 1 , 

... li It. 1 •lr ... ,!iumn He " ‘*..n a -ungKie 

It. U; regaidcd us a bet 

1 1 1 ‘ 1 , u vvaV 1° l' u * IM| d. 

h \ di i 1 is ■ Mm: ulc .ill tu< ' v > 

ii»i 1 ol wot )boul thr 
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ca, where he wai; to have, conducted some concerts in the neat 
._re. The Ducc is irritated that so many Italians, among liicm the 
Princess of Piedmont, should have gone to Lucerne for the Wagner 
concert. But he withdrawal of the panp'ul was the result ol a tele¬ 
phonic interception, from which it transpired that Foscanini had 
attacked tlu Due-: for his anti-Semitic jiolicy, which he described as 
‘medieval sUiif 5 . 


SEN'bMi3i,R 8. Thanks to the incidents at Mora vs ka Ostrava the 
Czech ihip of state is hack in mid-ocean again. 

I received the m / on from Manchukuo at the Palazzo Cliigi. 1 he 
leader is a timid Chinaman and at hr; heels are two Japanese, a soldier 
and a civilian, who don't evn alltw him to Ircatlic without their 
permission, The * :enc was repeated at die Palazzo Venezia in the 
presence of the Ducc. 

Received Blomlel. II* wanted inlormatinu mi our attitude*. I 
. \] r» cel no M !fim)rc-r less in the hun.uage olh/:.A . mazione u,\ r 

No. 19, which will conic *• u 1 this evening end which has been viittcn 
e ntirely by the hand af the Due-. Blonde! would like to know what 
arc the mutual commiin: nts of the Ftihrcr and the Duce. t put on an 
air of mystery. The truth is that liiei. is nothing pprisr. But it is clear 
that 1 an < nttiality I lie Dine intends 1 march on t he A'o, lint. 

Sfj t, mui.u «). I authorized Caseitano 1 to subsidize Mizzi party 
ill the M dtCM rL tier to tin - lent of 150/ "> Italian lire. 

The Ducc hes gi n lierti instructions to bring the couverrnlions with 
Fra •< > to a c» urlmiun: if he prefers, we leave one division of nine 
haM »li ' -(Mia r\\ r cc withdraw the whole ol the itihniti y A*« *ud 
mg to the D tec the evacuation of the tiw>p; will not b f * able t< take 
plaat before tin set and half til f\n»bvr. 

Spaia.no voihirninl to ni<* what he had already told the D »> 1 
i n j iU( T , .a • got himself into an alienable position m Ik t. >• He will 

1 ta\r to h cplac -d. I a a Hr g him U di et d.n.s ( shall 

proceed by degrees. 

1 , ail k".| a relic,u *1 of to-morn v. \s demons!ration hy d. you* ns 
,,f t ] ( , , < f,. J They an •' I tin vg * n b 1 <r than T r\pn - i { J, n; must 

rrUl < r that dicir tiaimug has been done in .1 few wicks •». ! t.> tt 

IV i«n of fl.!'*sc I oys at nt *• illagc here there d do* Un< W no sense 
of dijicipliiM dotm of the in don’t orn speak Tt. dan. 

(g , j 1 m , ( \• n.« I lie hr.I t.. demount rat e *n went we! 1 I he )uce 


He j lea ted. ’ n , , 

, ui , r ><ll imi with h- Nolltiie. vvt.nhy ul Me tall * vl about 

{ . j M ( j •, Hifinhrr • >’ 1’: st euMnriai <»f lH«t i.vist Tail) . Ih.uloi'fhr 

fa, <>1li . v /a:S. : tune Die* Ah .w am *,« , , , 

• ( :,V;.v,iu. / iu i/m ‘tfl lift'"' f r l,l ’ rj| "‘V.r '•■mc.f ' htch iiii Ikic l<*# 1 fir omwo 

DM ,voal,,ia.a. • l • ‘” fl Ml to mi. 



piano’. r>i uv 


<SL 




tlir ^filitary Pact again. He -ays lie has mentioned it to the Duee. 

I reserved inv reply. Then, in some confusion, he said that he had to 
speak t.. me about a private matter. The Queen has commissioned 
hi m \o approach the Duee or me on behalf of her Jewish doctor 
Stukjold. Apparently the Queen is very indignant about his expulsion, 
and s . is the King, who had great confidence m this doctor. But he 
doom - ' dare to talk 10 the I.)nee about it. And they are both counting 
on a triendlv mediation from me ... 1 did not commit myself, but 
point. .1 out with a smile to the Prime oi Hesse, that the Filhrcr would 
■ iai dly approve of missions of this nature being entrusted to him, ; 
German and a Nazi. He turned pale. 

St i’TKMiu.K ti. To Ponte a Moeiano and to Bagni di I.urea for 
the ‘Poctiy Prize’. 

franco lias opted for the r< tention ol one legionary division in Spain, 
on the lim ; of our latest proposals. 

Si <T] it e ft 12 Manv communieaii ms from Berlin. The most 
important is .me proposing a serin meet.m, brtween tie Duee and the 
I uin -r at the Brenner, on any day. but w» , >kr iLm 6,, iem»t, 57. 1 he 
proposal was made by Goring to Magistral, and then eoni.rmcd in 
r-i W\ name I told the Duee abm.' it on the. telephone (at Rocca 

delie Camilla 1 e) and he aM ,Jr ' vvl,,r ' d ' J '“ l r W«- 

\\«. \.ill talk a ^ 01 ' ’jjy j :l (ruin the vmiou; capitals. Switzerland 
Nervous it ports «• comim, i. J. , r 

and Belgium are putting their front.m m n ; t ol .Wen, e In Pam 
there is talk of six class, s being call' d up. < • -ml, h.v , ,. graphed .0 
ask in the name of Chamberlain il a. the Dm e should intervene m 
. 1 s hi tJ»c l,nijl],h lias not hern mlormed 

rr i . r iwi; Bk n».vc, .... „..i,ic. 

by those round him y .«« nt But penes that|.„..|eh 

in , ‘An abmrd,tyol h, k.o , ^/. l />n(l , 1C , uet.-d ,uc t l,.,’the 

arcsuIWu.g l„,m am.f 'ae d "tui • , l|rt , ^ „ v ., 

German knov.' ili.it il a ihisjunviui • 

t . , . ...... irr than lad Ihjvnttnyir.rf 

fn •(,!.- hr is p- -jv m iro a suj< ‘unn . 

JUftlouMtu^ 1 p; snJ ibis on to \ttolu , who .s as,.: .ol , very tuav and 

,v,„ , ,U. , try . „.,s o.o -rv lub ... IS. 

1 * Itlirnport i>. j t H •< m- to mr very ' roi«' ' M 1 ‘ J 1 ' Uj ' 

in produce a tie,ring of the atmiosphere. D' Vai " ll1 ' Ul 

, , ri s ,1.1.. ihis Inal > is the tone ol the 

in,I,, denied n,'''• ol d''<.,”i<„i. cud it ,. . 

, ... , ...I, nil .1,1 I," '-..v:.(■ In,in Alh( II, 

speech the Duee too, aceordii,' •> ' 

re.t'.n k the Niueiiibeii; speech a ' st i i"iis. _ , n . , 

Suvi. h is leavioe, Washington *br 'he Ad'iatn a ti • “ ui . i*, 

not pleased m this, mid he has. ■ cy d, l h 

' Ki'ir.iu'" U,,„iiolis,mn »• f " r.im 



SEPTEMBER 12, I ;>8 
olpi talked to me about some personal questions of an intimate 


nature. 


SEPTEMiiru 13, The Germans have accepted our offer. Attdico 
telephoned to me from Nuremberg, alter a comersation with Ribben- 
trop, and asked that an Information? Diplomatica should be published 
saying that the Carlsbad eight points have now been superseded and 
only a radical solution, on the principle of self-determination, can put 
an end to the Czechoslovakian crisis. I informed the Duce, and he 
rapidly drafted hrfornwzwnc Diplomatica M*>. 20, dictating it to Anfuso. 
Then I conferred with him about his meeiing with Hitler. He does not 
reject the idea but asks that it should be postponed until the beginning 
of October, as until then G is occupied with visits to the provinces. 

I informed Attplico. 

1 delivered instructions to Alficri • n the degree t 1 emphasis to be 
given to the Injormazione Diplomatica ami on uie tone ul the press in 
general—-actually on this oc ration it has been good. 

1 telegraphed to Bcrti to font* the single du . ion and comm* nee the 
operation of concentrating the men to be repatriated. I also adxd lor 
the exact figures of those who are coming home, as they will be us tul 
to me in my talks with the Lnglish. 

Comersation with the American Ambassador. He wants to go on 
leave and i trying to adapt the European situation to his ]» fsonal 
requirements, so that lie may leave with Ins conscience at pe.-n.-c. Hi* 
conscience, if nothing else! 

t.onvci .ad mi with Cristich. Important, arid I luve made a Minute. 
He cowirrm that Stuvudinovich intends to bring hi- attitude into line 
v. if h thai of I laly. 

h p.m. l'Vhgraphic repUU from Prague about, the ultimatum 
deldvr a to Cues by t lmlein atirv y* stcrdayN incidents. 1 speak tv. 
tg DiU 1 . lie amres that .h<* '(nation is verv serious. but thuf.. that 
jU-i , will end h> accepting tin- uhimatuni. Swallowing bitiei p*lls is 
v,h..: demo* r.u ies arc > oade for.’ 

Si-pi 1 mki.'R 14. fhe first reports of the rupture ol urgoihtti »ns 
V„ , • .en Pragm and 1 tonlciti arrived last night, 'l-^ilay lias parsed m 
an ..bn nation bet worn -pt-nism and pessimism ■ different reports 
0(Mi _ pj u . iV is mlk el sei ii'iii inr ideals ia < c.-v u e Sudclnu an*. 

1 | lt . l(l |j r( v> hh scores of dead. 1 1 iiu Berlin our Military \'t;irh« 1 
trlejeanhs that l 1 e 1 obili/ation o! the air lore* *eis begun, with the 
, ailing .ig >f two t! ousand | »k •• am | the . o.n nitration of squadrons 
(m the air lid lx n«vt the IV >< - Diplomats hava been llo. king to the 
Minir,try. In emeul they lake a iff’omy view. I hr\ all ;r.k to be 
tn light i;nrd on the su : .;ert oft!"- Infra,:imr Diplomatic, and \,in to 

' Cn.rTill I a,: - M m., . \ parlbAii lomiei in mfp Vo-.. .. hiot ul S* IV. 
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;no\.' whether Italian solidarity '. ’ll go t»> the length t I standing best 
Germany in the event of war. Without giving a pnvm reply, \ have 
allowed ii to l.i»• and* aoud tliai die « i . Y» The iMiish Charge* 

asked whetlvsr self-deUM inination means .• plebiscite. Ves. In that case, 

he said, it will be difficult lo get it acccpied by Bcnes. Hie Belgian 
Ambassador '.aid: 'You arc ashing Ozceho: lovakia to commit suicided 
ft p.m Cnul) dt Attolico telephones that Chaxnb».iiain has 

(l l;, d lor an biler’icA. > ith Hitler ami u ill be receive d at Berchtrsgaden 
to-moriow 1 ah ] hone he lv.'.vr the Dun oho is astonish* d. 
‘Tb* o .vi 11 not ? •• win,’ lie exclaims. 'Pait tin;. the liquidation «•{* 
Knglish jnestige. in two y.u ; Lngland has tui t been floored.’ 

Sewn MBKit il he wave of optimism produced by the news of 
Chamberhiin’s journey has B.-< n cheeked .e n result off he if ports piling 
up in confusion, from Biagur and fr«».n Berlin, about civil war ii die 
JJudetenland it srniv; il, it Bern is allowing Im me, to shoot a. s' ill. 
And 'h»: dead are numbered in tens -some pnpcis sa\ j u huinl■eds. 
AttoJi* o, u uallv an o]>t»ini;.i, trh phom '• that ' (-h .*..* 1 .< plain were not 
on Orman soil, the forces <> r the Keirh would already In, #- come to the 
ii- Ip of the Sude.tc u I received von Murkenscn uhocamc to thank 
jnc [ t)Y the Date's article ‘A .better ■<. Kuneiriurd. He described it s 
a historic document. The Ainbawdor is rather pcsshmMic. ITe .ay. 

. Ii it, unit ss Chamberlain h'uf hi&biId case dec i live ami * ipid propel 
nil-, : i will be imp. ..-il»le lor i* * IVih-ei not to give helj> to t!> • Suck tens. 

, )r« r i(,j < per the Balkan do- itico m the event n! war, now 

that Yugmk /nemralii ; is Retired, i our opinion Greece end ! mkey 
will not move. 

The Dim. ha. rui. ; me up ti meutly h’om l o a . Hr u calm. 
Krs* ■ ite and iiripr»tin I».11 >!c, 1 • c awa >is 1 ‘i< < * '• *- '’i /n ‘‘ n 1 * ‘'* * v * r 1 1' Bui 
I h is k.v. • pi imistir to-day «• an > nli ‘ v . \ l l' 1 " ic 

iritriM .utioo ill < /r i l\f»dovaku\ IS not 
e reports of more md more 

mm ions u,< idem thioi is 

eon versa tin u Width bn.in at 
O' » single into!pteter. 1 ,rh* 
reports >f (fir < .fiver*;.«ib »ri and 

Intel prefan oils of lm 
»efoir do tfi.dcnt ies 
» It / ling that tin atm ‘‘i , r 
t fin a further « olivet: .Cion m 
- ' . >iii- able set i In f )n« a< 

I h* is ai» a id that he wants to fuM ft 

- , r i. hi . < i i i' ' . J n • s"/ i. 

which may :>crh 1 for linn 


tide pin.] n ijn! in Be rjm an 
♦ iirviid* rc <( imminent, allh v.;ii tin < at 

known I d I utler t Ihaml < rlain 
p, Ml . and ' t;»kinj^ place in ihr prfscrt(^ 
i the evening •<>;•'< “ M»v« me tlu- fiwi 

die eonmiuniqu* . 

r> i, l i .'i a 1 '* ‘ (i l »> a! , 11 . 1 11 i a ^' 1 1 h. !I if i ! in nnvH‘4 

Sclfioh VJUA Ii; tlu'i^loif !•» tei dent ies | ,v 1,1 '• ' ' f 11 “ 01 O’ Vf hiiiisjn 

j?i gciiei -i there i a h t lirif; ded tie .otn , 1 l*a • t ?i (J< 4ied 1 he 

the r'Sir ltd lire • iuie p-vn j ],, 
ii iril about th< Attitude of Bcnes. 
die I'uhrei's hand l>\ peryi ung in 
Hr rtill I to provoke a conflict, 
.erh ■ (;„• Him be i.-e way out 
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have seen many diplomats. The Roumanian categorically dr nil 


;* i‘Ti’ 'ini:. 
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u report of French origin concerning li • transit lor tin* Russians 
through Bessarabia. t he Frenchman and the Russian, at the sea, asked 
for new:, . 'hit It 1 did not give them. Blonde! is pessimistic. He recalled 
the days of 1914, wlnm he was at the Embassy in London. I hen ton 
nobod;, wanted to car < 1 (he Serbs, and * cl the vv.11 happened, And 
the world then was mucl happier than it ir> now, and there ere so 
many reasons for preserving peace, 'flic Foie and the Hungarian tame 
to thank roe for the action taken by the Duc<\ and formally niinourueil 
dial they intend to raise die question oi their minorities. The Jap 
Wanted new . The Englishman brought me a message from Chamber- 
la m of goodwill v, \ h respect to the implement a tion of the Anglo* I tali in 
Pact, 

J asked \llolico to give on jnrerr no\v c partly lor rlie purpose ol 
the speech tlir Mure is .0 make in Inc w - and he telephoned that he 
will do jo late in the avann 

Reports from iVogue m b: tter fait the intransigence of the limes 
(iovea mncM r continued id.30 p.m.). 

Sk e t p m \\ 1 • n 17 \ 1 udieo told me last night the points which fliilej 

would like be emphasized in die OuceN speech, the solution must be 
speedy and it must be imcral, i.e. it must iw all k ; ’ minoriti*" honi 
so vitude to i! c Czechs. 

l’his morning, dtor a little routine administration, J flew to Fur * . 
si..j ii there lot • I* w hoars, md then went on t«» * oilt, win re with 
S' u ace. and AI fieri T jom» d ihc prevdential train. I gave tin' Uu< e the 
l.i n ;i<* v . v ‘J hava made my d a a. .as/ he conc luded ’ll war iue.ih 
nut in (iernmny. Fragile, if 1 is. and Moscow, ! shall main neutral, 
li (,ir;j lhitam MUciveties. •ntrali an.; the Utuggk and giving it an 
i,| r i]i al cJi-i*att*a, :iuii we li- ’ throw ourselves into the faiuru. 
Italy and 1 tv b«a could a hr neutral.' 

iVisoualfy the I >u• •• ' • »n* .-lined u» think «1 wit. the d^aaile will ' »»•' by 
I,-, j m n 1 . • aji 101.. Mm 1 ,, u lion was armyhmed w ,,, *n h< 

1, • 1 j' ,lov*na th r l.u^.st 1 • . a 'out the lorn:, »um "l a 1 “»t«‘cr 

1 Iff! .»d we ' -h incidents in if- Sude mo!and. 11* a 1 ■ 
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js, , , M!iI ,g pi 'ii Venice in lur$t< < n heard the (jpuii ,, * \?ra 9 
A . :u j, r ; tl i ,, ,, | Ur sea was a niiiroi’ and tie Tv tin pm. si blue, 
d j mile ! iiv. d the Duce U a 1 * 1 OI -mu Hwm. and devi tion. h WHS 
bind that tin < ilv a - eh pressed is a rr.mli 
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„„^rial policy. But I haw. never seen a ...ore fervid reception, nor a morl 
explosive It rvour than luw in Trieste. The Ducc spoke. A great, calm 
sore-h Rarely do words have the weight of deeds but for once this is 
v , Even if nothing happens, the Ducc lias written to-day a page cl 

history made up of co 

leeline that the European political horizon has grown clearer. Conhr- 
,nation of this comes from ever, capital. Meanwhile reports from 
lond i on the Chamber lain-Daladior meeting, though not prec.se, 
indicate an unequivocal withdrawal The only negative element in 
to-day’s new:, is Hod/.aV speech. Me declared that Prague docs not 
> v o ' plebiscites an 1 is prepared lor resistance. But lor how long, .1 
London and Paris let them down? 

S, M t.u mi. I accompanied the Du :e on to Yugoslav territory. 

VVr- warm welcomes. Spec, has exchanged’were very friendly and very 
significant at this moment. Merc is a result which lew would have 
expected when I went to Belgrade in Ma'th 19T/. 

The news of the Czech siluati m is on the whole more hopelul. he 
Ducc too : ■ beginning to incline for a peaceful solution. 

I received .'hundred Yu".olav workers and spolte to them m a cordial 
,„j i- Z'. Alu i w.vril; I had a ,Mk wWOdMj*. H.' »->ed 

I" , Z I ... mml, ... -.v. I.i.». Our'" ’"I 1 

London are cordialf man,tamed. , r ,i, r rlnmbcrlain mcet- 

Mr.mwhilc there comes conlirtrim ion of a Mil - • • 

; n( , next Wodm-lay. And m-morrow no Mtil.mi ' 

Hu .p.irian reptosen '.live ilRrthy ' or In redV- a«tl > £ 
at-. , i.« : much imports... c to this meeting. Unc = 1 iu , 

)'■•«' d. diplomatic tupr -mta. . . ol the no co voil j- IM . ; .. tJl> 

shal' 'all: 1. them m the ... ana ,. I dn.ll u.ll t. ^ M „ nti(m 

<M -(i ,n *( n i urmy n mt .fit .hr the only mu I 

S' ] • i k m 111 i* t >. Viliam mu Wimicwa 'vr*’t X(IV St,lls * 11 ' 

, ,iai I ...Id to in All,; I believe an in|e .i< n ’ " s . 

because the attitude of London and Paris l0 ' v ' ,r ‘ 

...... 

sc,*1.1 v« 1 y anxious to a:sc,. uU. the I.U. <>l tin 

minorities ol other ' min rics. •, , .. |,, . i,. liut 

11... d has posed i . th in watting ! t-'« u ' *’ • . 

' . . • (I t|II ,a*|U"' Ul 

tlii:, c*v<:ninu, lluii it is nu itlvr ^ ,ur 


] u Milmi I l.ui/a, l*»i" 1 '■ 1 ' 1 ( 

• .vlininl Mlilos |-Ior-iliy <Jc N»» 
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_^„C Due.-: spoke at Udine. I listened to the speech at die Ministry. 
Berti in!’ rms us that he is preparing the division to he repatriated in 
the Seville area, in three regiments. But the whole thing has had to be 
postponed, as our divisions are still being used to stern a Red offensive. 
I have confirmation from a reliable source that our troops are tired. 
Very died. Arid that the idea of leaving a division in Spain has not 
had at all a favourable reception. Anonymous and even signed letters 
asking lor repatriation are numerous. Signs o) restlessness are inert is- 
ing. T should be sorry if this meagre division of discouraged \ derails 
were to let us in lor serious trouble one day. 


Sr."Ttd.uiL.R 21. Still no decisive news lrom Prague to-night, h 
seems, however, that Bcnes is capitulating. The delay in announcing 
the reus is due, according to reports from oui Minister, to the fear of 
disturbances. 

J-.oin Spain, Nulli 1 confirms that the repatriates will amount to 
about ttgooo, ready 10 embark b the end of September. Meanwhile, 
Negrirr has announced at Geneva that the Red Government is, as a 

unilateral action, dismissing all its volunteers. Wl.vare tl A,mg tins ' 

ft,, 1 hey feel themselves so strong:’ Or is it meids a demonstration of 
a ’.larouic nature? So fir as wc are concerned, I dunk this robs our 
partial evacuation of some of its llavour. But it has the advantage that, 
the initiative is not made to appear ours- this would certainly uivc 
lent itself to disagtenable comments about Italian weariness, betrayal 
of Franco, r\c. 


Si cn MIU-.K22. Th- Duet* h is returned to Rome. 1 conferred with 
him on the Spanish piublciti and of course m the Czech s>tmn on. I he 
r.l ’d is sceptical about Spa n. lie lx*Hev«.» that Franco, who has now 
|., t his chance of victory, will come to a compronirc \.ith the other 
,p. iv,. sti.al lose oui 1< ■<ir milliards of credits, and for tli’r irasou wc 
m a 1 nil on! what "(■ III while wc an. (hi the Czech problem he 
rnsje, , on the necessity r u solution of the. llungarian and P"hf.h 


problems a . well 

Ui cor ■ t 1 he German . .ml ssad'.r. I tch a Minute oi 'he coma 1 a- 
liou. In the name of the l iihrn lie ihanlc.l me for ill that the I »u. < 
a ml Iti.lv haw done Me told me to •-Xpert a in • age hum iii< luhr<-r. 
oi which as usual da Prince ol I leva- \ ill be tin bearer. 

In ll aft' iii -an 1 received Perth and Villain. Minute 01 
« o. versa lion. Perth naspa.lh nl.irl; ansion ... ".tp'ws upon c.t 
there is no truth it whin is said about 1 ngland nm "takiitg wai at any 
price Untrue 1 uglartd do-s not want war, bul 


both 
il .a 


*li< will (ii Y lit il 
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Germany due, not know bow t- stop at the point where moderation 

counsels. . . 

\\> ,uc reports from Prague. Resignation of Hod*, a. Military 

Cubin' !. Red Hags and demonstration;- in the streets. At the same 
dine it appears that the Germans a*e occupying the frontlet towns 
and posts. Gun all this happen without a • ln«W 

in Spun the Mareh -!;) Division bus pet formed prom ;ir; of valour 
Wnndci fill legionaries, who protest and moan when they are i .suing 
ami iri d" attack find once more, the enthusiasm of the first bailie. 
\nd they have been there twenty-two months! 

N > pvtls<-n< wi o( tie Hltlei-Oliambe'l.iin ■ • iver:;;ition. 

Si i ti m i . - ;p I pit th< impression iron At « l eoon the telephone 
that thi •; .uc not going well at C.odcsbrrf',. Confronted with 
the nebulosity of tlie English proposals, the Fiihrcr presents four precise 
demands. Al< anwhile in ili< Sndrl'nland th. L'tuts arc bininnrig and 
die in ichinn-guns emptying their belti ins morning there is a iitrlher 
e.on'plir;iiion— Chamberlain und the Fiilnrr do not meet, but Giinm- 
brt I.liit > .u(. , u let ter .king li nt to reconsider lib demands and led.nlt 
tP/ni. I told die Ijttce. He regat Is tins as mti.-mcjy serious. ‘When 
you . . rt pulling down points on paper, he say:., it means that yon 
on p r the situ.Mion to be desperate and arc trying to justily yourscll 
b. foic hisi a y. Ribl. :ntiv,p telephones to Attolieo that Hitler too will 
irply in ■ Tilin' ait" > all not m ' ' Iron) hi.s position. Sure enough, up 
to 7 I'.i i. then has been n . la ws oi liirthei « mivci .Aliens, . s. cpt out! 

betweei > lender.son and Ribbcnbep. 

I i ru b.. d I lie l oijn lania n Mnn.iter. He made an important commu¬ 
nication m the eihet that If th.'i' i is beginning to .tppretmte the 
Mlii.uion and understands dir I hmgni im claims, but isks thut the 
I |„n a hue should not make any rash move and should mfin< thcm- 
. i , '.. I.-.I, I,il)l. .i"ilad*ms. f did my b< si »o e„, oura,y k< "'n,u 1 

. b<.u ay ill. Utile Flitem. Not bar*I work, as ti" ie .. 1 >‘»g she 

W "in " I'l lore tin. situation between W-.isaw out \fos< "w '• 
It < 4 hi m 1 h hla* let r. 

7 p.ti.. huhmi trl.«pb mr.s t.* say that < Jrncr.il Mutrs h.« i»lnr»tR , d 
him iha! 'to moriow is th* d.u ' AUolico (ouhi ms th ^ llir f ' llal IVIUC * 
nl' n i.niy* i“ now v *r> m\u 1 iHrpmm* nr-. -■* f o ] ' UK - ,,clc(< 
I'iofcmr, s<* that Ik: ran irilr*rii tin* X)uit, wlm i' <> n " u wtl > 

Padua. 


fr*< 


;. i p !• m i !; i i*/" 

cuntinuf n i htOug bout the night t \ tlu* itiot * ,|U * 

pjfrrs »( Itf'w: ' .'‘V'DCral IIioWfhMloi. in IV O' ' u 
mruio'.\ ttlrn. * V('n by tit.Ii* to C h.\mbf i l.iin. 
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6 cesr.imj of the Sudoienland arid November 25 fur the organization 
of the plebiscites in tlic mixed areas. Ribbentrop assures us that until 
ihi; d " ' October 1) German troops will not enter Czechoslovakia. 
The Due , who after the first reports wanted to come back to Rome, 
has decided to continue his journey and I advised him to do so. He 
spoke at Bclhmo to-d;n , explaining die situation with precision. From 
Merlin we are (old that the terms < i the memorandum were to be kept 
sec et. Mm now... News of mobilization in France. Also in England. 
The Yugoslav Minuter eonlirins that his country’s attitude u one of 
neutrality in any eventuality. 

Inti) afternoon Berlin felrphm • s that Ur 1 a;.' will arrive I11 Yc nice 
bearin- . ini: , c (,.1 the Due- from the Fiihrn. I set off on *. night 

flight to men Imn. A vomktful llighl (he lights of Venice, on a 
calm September evening, look like a diadem of phosphorescent 
jewels. 
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s n p’i 1 Maiir q y i receive lies*, e at the (wand Hotel, and vve F avr 
ai once by car for Schio, where the Dui:r is stoppin ; f *•* a lev. hou.s. 
1 J (' fun, no wriUeu nvsic . peiluips n very pj'e.cisc mission. He is to 
thank the Chief for all that we have dune and convey to him Miller 1 
prom bo that, in any need, whether «• I defence. p. attiu I all the lout's 
of Germany v ill be at our disposal. He is also to give us the latest news 
ol tl.e sin* ition He p*peat!> % as la* ts, what \.e more or less know ab ait 
tin* convei ' ition.; with (. lambei Lun and the German d< 'ruuul . I be 
f position is now eh*; •; it I ( > tid>« r 1 (lie Czechs have not a cepteo the 
* rms ol ilu uhimatum ((• 1 nuoy atl.K ks. W. 1 m illy with the mm ol 
totally desl' oyme t Vo.iiodo. nl-w. (Hcs*>e also hinted at the p»» .s:l lity 
of int 01 pni.jii'r ( !/crIn. and >1* vaks in the Reich, wiih a lat «• measure 
of autonomy! 1 llitier .-(all Ik h\ ves 11» » France and Fngland will not 
nun ! . Ian should i!w \ do ■ •, . i p ndy lor the eonllirt. lie even 

idd'. t 1 n the . <1 j»olifcal .‘atuatior is so lavonrable to the 

A\i. that n n b’ Fl In III 1 i jpl.iv in"’ .1 emir winch will inevitably 

Iiis,. 10 be | i. yrd oiu dm, lie, add* that F ibb ntmpis *\ u more 
pit, t,i>ir , tin i direction Flu* I Hit < 1 revive. ns in the pivsidrnii.il 
lr, in He i. severe but < rent*. He listens n silence to Hevsr * 1 p« - 
tion 1 hen ays l< w words in reply. Alter thanking him lor the 
( , umenical'«• n, hi pul i jorvs.trd his point ot v irw • I inure will not 
Hi ndi ho. nov I'.ugl nd ' ill no( lull in behind her. bhottld the < on- 
If 1 : t ( h’owe r, become nerd, ve will phi re omselvei by die sue* ol 
G<mia,i) oninc* liatcly alter tin mfrv ol Knid.c d into the war. Not 
before, ill I aa n(.i to give bor ju iihn ti*-h fbi War FV Hum; loo 
reaffirmed his full conviction ofom -iGory 1* oeof atm, and irresis¬ 
tible fori f* of spirit. 

Wi return to Venice 


H<,-vst l« aves leu Berlin and I lor Rome 
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la effect, no new or decisive factor has resulted from the conversa¬ 
tion. However, the Ducc 'aid I, though we did noi incite Germany to 
war, have done nothing tr> restrain her. 

Oaring the flight T listen to the Dace’s speech at Vicenza. Then he 
calls me to me telephone. Mo ventilates the possibility of a meeting 
between tne and RibLenlrop, in order to clarify the conditions of 
Italian intervention. He also announces a small pirlimiriary mobiliza¬ 


tion ol i^ooo men 

Reports verv vague, fn-m London and Paris, on the Cabinet meet¬ 
ings which have talon place. D dadier and Bonnet will he in Paris 
to-night. P ems that the Czech Minister 1 in London has already 
jriven a negative reply to Hitler’s memorandum. People are kneeling 
and praynu; lor peace in die streets in England. The Italians arc 
w aiting with calm and conscious strength. 

In the afternoon I had a long conference with Pariani, who seemed 
prett' calm More : m incH than ever of the need for a lightning war. 
l ie thinks of using gas m a lan e scale, also agaiiru fortified positions. 

Sjbvti.miikk In the morn inf; I went with Cavienari to the 
Ministry of Marine and the Operation:* Oflicc, where I examined the 
situation and the poTnbiluko with the officers of the Men ral St; It. 
()ur Navy ha ; a vary luud 1 1 H -in the ini11 d sta* ■ ai least it will 
have, alone oi* aluiosL alone, to sustain lb ; - hock ol two sluing nations 
in coalition. 1 In intervention of Japan is con. iderru to be of supreme, 
importance, even if it should i' tilt in the intervention oi^ Amnica. 

Many diplomats tljellrlman, «.h-br;i/J..m. and tie 1 nh . Ihnei«5 
now an .'ionosphere of war. The last hope*. ol all an attained f<> tic* 
*>lc*> :agc sent l.»\ Oh: on Iain ’o tin* 1 uhrer allei tie* wMiir 

, . - th<. c a >pes ai c ofl >riel du at ion. 
At 7.1 g j > jj 1 Aw »I ico tel< pi 1 • 1 s 11 iut t' " - « « aivn .»a lion has » ala n jd.it * * 

| he proposal w ■» for direc t contact between the Prague » l { d Ihilin 
Gn* • num nls, with p{*»*h:g tJie mediation of London. T n p'.sal iv- 
i'i'ImJ 1 1 a I'iihm* ha. brought forward the term ol the* ultimatum 
horn O tolar . t i 1 p.r.o, Weclnc*ila> MMi It is war. May God protect 


Ital and lie I )u< i*. 

1 received abo tlu Vn guslriv Mim or. 11 ordri to G»'.n up lb* 
an 1 bif., 1 iiy * re.c'd by thrii u picsent. i < in ' iiana, who h pi 0uI 
nnnom’s about an imrnedi nr oiutipalion of Albania by us. ( ri.^ah 
n adian - 1 his colleague. ‘ ( /, 

I |m n l a Maekeua who informed nw a»-out a m.*de in 

Berlin by the Spanish A'ub.i.-. 1 >\ lb.au o vorriiril by his po itfrm, 

1-, d'inlon • i opr i big ne; »tiati«»ntt v th London arid l* ll,s Ui ouler to 
d . landioi t f neutrality Nothing h tf y*i * !! m nmi 1 to 

• pm Mu- l.v.nuri Hum Id nfCe )*• .lovulou l-r Mim-a r in il.r 

; ( ,n , < lm* .Ub,vcn.ici-i.t IM lairu.Mi. July ci.f'. Mmnnu.trU uiU Kt. m hm h ,.,,g 
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'ifs by Condc. Disgustin ,i Enough to main* our dead in Span tur r ' in 
' heir graves. It raises ihe problem of the Volunteer Corps of Occupa¬ 
tion. What will they do with them? I immediately Rave Valle 
instructions to start to study the evacuation of our air force. 

1 received the Ducc at the station at 10.50 p.m. Meanwhile Hitler 
has spoken-—nothin;.; more than we already knew. ' inform die Ducc 
of the latest developments -he lit. tens with great seriousness and concen¬ 
tration. His lace an i his gestures arc grave—but he is also serene. He 
reacts with disgust to the news about Spain. He ends by declaring that 
to-morrow he will mobilize and begin to send troops to Libya. He 
retired to his room as soon as we got to the Villa 1 oiloina. 

The Spaniard has made the demarche about neutrality to Buti. But 
in a modified limn. He did not date come to me about it. Howcvcj 
tip. u reil. . tion 1 see that neutrality is the only way in which bianco 
ran fight. Our nun will stay there to continue a guerilla war against 
the R 1 The Ducc has sent a telegram to suspend the repatriation. 

Smi Mi*|.a ••••/. M Dme rce. ived N’alle, l’aiiani.aud C o.aguari, 
and ra\e aiders for an inii.al mobilization snlbcient to cmuti uiitit.il 
nenti.ility in tlie first plutse. I ben lie had a long conference with me. 

lie e> still p< rplcxcd about the attitude which the l'rench and the 
English will adopt and, in the event of their declaring war, about their 
military un ties. ,\n attack on the Siegfried line? Out ol the question. 
And .is (Jennany once ( 'echoslovakia has be: it liquidated, will not 
attack in the west, one cannot rule out the |. ssibiln that the conHiet 
may I ' resoh ' fI without t cla ;li betw < en the giant- In a ii\ Ctv.e, the 
Dm u.mls to settle f.■ e 11 •.ith the basis of the political uudersuincling 
with Btrlin and tone.,'' org.u -. of milititry eo-upt ration. With this 
i nd ii, \ iew he proposes ; nr. eon' heh.ren in. and Ribbenliop Ihe 
Chrnyws accept ind suggest Ininging the s« Idlers I n KeltcU on their 
side, P.iri.uii and Valle on •>ur side. W . to n< el in Mmiielt »l 
t. noon on 1 hut day. 

i\o new move-' mi tin dip.oniatic f 'he- -hoard, e\e. pi a m .nlinuation 
Ire,in Bn liu that ‘the day . to-morrow’, In the afternoon I re, m- d 
Vhll.u , 10 whom I repealed the ■ • o il retmumcml ' >ns ol < aim; die 

.. . . Ambassador, who, un-.fi a ally, dcclai.d him.. II ennvinud 

that Tokyo will i..tervein < a mir side; and (.Vislich. v ' "' u ' 
repudiate conduct I 1 ate m. Miniitd oft), ir Mini ' ' <• Hiana. 

I le told me th . ■ folding to the O.eeli Minislei, Rus.tan inter' cut ion 

win , l kc llit i "iierct' - I -< ir "" 

Chamberlain spoke on the wii' le at H to*nlgh 


l'l< })|< ,1 I I Jt \ I I lilt (*i ir ** Ul 
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tkmukr »o mm. l our hours to go bdorc the outbreak of 
hostilities, when Penh telephones to ask for an interview# I rccrivi 
him at once Hr says, with much emotion, that Cha rk a iain appeals 
to the Hucc for ins friendly intervention in these hours, which lie con- 
aiders the Inst in which something (.in be done to wive p-wer and 
civhization. Hr repeats the guarantee already offered by England and 
Turner Ii>r ilu u lirn of the Sudetenlund. I ask Perth whc.liier I am 
to regard Ids d,V/. ar/.r ■; an oflicial invitation to the Huce to assume the 
role gf mediator. Yes. In that case there is no time to lose- the otlcr 
deserve* <0 !»'• iveu considcra'ion. 1 U ! l J'< rth to wait for ne at the 
Palazzo Chigi. 1 go 10 the Uuce. J h agrees at once on th : impossibility 
of meeting Chamberlain's request with a flat refusal. He telephones 
Attolieo: ‘Co to the Tulin*/ and tell him, having first said that in an 
• ven 11.tlit) I si: ill b* a' his side, that 1 recommend that the comment < - 
mem of hostilities shauld be delayed for 2.J hours a Meanwhile T under* 
take to study what can be done to :olvc the problem.’ J go back to die 
Pal.i/zo Cliigi. f inlorm Perth that hostilities are t«» begin to-day ami 
eonjirm tlvai our plue< is 1 >< side Crrmany His tin*. rjuiwrs arid bis 
* eyes ;uc red Wlien I add that nevertheless the Dure has accepted 
Cha 11 Telia in’s equest and lias proposed a delay of 24 hour;, he bursts 
into a .'old.mg laugh and rushes off to his Embassy. A little latei he 
asks fu an uh 1 interview, lie brings with him 1 message from 
Chnmb lain to the Dure md a copy of anodic, sent to Hitler: a 
couch . ’ iM**'p(, *1 for a Conference ot Four with the l.c k of reaching 
a idie*d olutioit of the Sudeten problem \ it lun :a vt n day . Jt . annul 

l>r rej<* ■;!»• 1 I y r jeetmg it Hitler v. *uM draw the lulu d of the world 

open cm < If aid have the sole n *ponsibility for the * ontlirt. Palazzo 
Vrnu'ia • >hr I )ii( n dcHde? to support the English request, purlieu 
Tub .i- the ’Vilurrdm now, at Mussolini's de.ire, hid a phonogram 
of uiMructi' n, aMtk.. \ telephone to P* di, to inform him, ami to 
Aitolit c to iv o' direrdons. Nate; ally I rain el the meeting with 

Kiblit oiii op and Km el . rr.mged vest rday. 

Id, . dr I too, o oaii.;pires hum a telephone dl, \s prep, ring to make 
♦ 'f * hop. if i n«u our intention that Fra nee id! 

In \v hob l:n • * I tin* qmNtion would be changed :md the 

. . lid , right!)g smell a rl. 1 ie)< plume t<» Pn ih ‘It ir.inspi < s 

h l(H 1 ; p 1/oaring to put. her n;u in. I . d\ «se \nu that .1 s' 

; I. Hlondt i would . imply d feat ‘I . Own ends*. I ml a w *0 «*i 

pr- v . .. nig Our woik teould l.r. iujpi rilledd lit am \s md uudei 
takes to <; mplv with m\ request. 

I} ,, \rg. un telep 1 -me*; that Hitler agree* m pineiple, mal.ug 
<./*11. !h mi .mom’..I r . md;u*v 11m ■ t..m. . Ih I.mS down* D* ondu 
tK„, d dv presetu ol Mussolini, whirl) In? rreunh as die sole 

uautre 1 In l Jure accepts. \Vr h o. ui b o night, in mu r to h. 
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in Munich, where the Conference is to take place, at 10.30 in the 
•coining. 

I return to the Duce with the American Ambassador, bearing a very 
tardy message from Roosevelt. I remain alone with the Duce. ‘As you 
see,’ he says, ‘I am only moderately happy, because, though perhaps 
at a heavy puce, wc could have liquidated France and (treat Britain 
for ev.r. We now have overwhelming proof of this.’ 

Ve leave at 6. The unanimous pravers of Italy are with us. 


Sohtkmulu 29-30. In the train the Du< e is in a very good humour. 
Wc dine together ad he speaks with great vivacity on every subject. 
Ur < ri! h i •/«■.> Britain and British pediay severely. l In a country when 
;Ul iin.iK an ado , 1 to the point ot making cemeteries and liospitals and 
hous« hr them, and legacies are bequeathed to pairots, yon can he 
Mur th.u decadence has set in. I' sides, othei reasons apart, it is also 
a consequence of the composition ol the la ;,hsh people. hum million 
surplus women. Pour million scKtuiUy unsatisfied women, artificially 
creating a host of problems in order to excite or ippease their senses. 
Not being able to embrace one man, they embiace huinamiy. 

At fCivfstciu w meet the Fiihrcr. Ac get into his carnage, where 
jpre. 1 out on a table arc all the maps of the Sudetenland mid the 
’vi-stern forma .itions. 11* explain the situation, he inf* nd> to liquid u<* 
C'M.r.U, duvaki.t lie now is, because hr immobilizes Io, ly of his 
division and tic., his hands vis-a■; France. When CfecclinUovii! ia has 
be-n 5 :Li sl|.- nne 1 l»c, ddland, ten di\ isjuiis will be enough to manobi. 
liv • lu r. 1 lie Pm listens ..ith eon* rntrali* 11. I he programme is now 
fixed: rither the Conference is sin co 'ul in 1 hurt time 01 the solution 
will take place b\ hirer of arms. ‘Beetles,’ adds die l'uhrcr, dim time 
will conic when v.< hall have to light side. b\ die against t 1,111(1 and 
Lngland All th * bnur that it should happen * Idle the I Hire and i : u e 
at tin head <»l our eouir.rie.;. and still young and full >f viy/ ur. 

I5.it .11 that Hams suprrsrd.-J by the atmosphere win* •* m lad h.u 
hem ct railed -,m atmosphere ol ayn ruu nt. liven die pcopb- * avira 
a: d..> ti.un p^s;t . 1 . l«* one realize theji i- y a ;, z- hl 
in the ait. 

Alter a brad :• op at dir palace h< t< th» Duce uni 1 • IM vm - 
we --(> to tlie 1‘iihi' rid 1 .lien- the '*onll mire ' r> 1 jda ^ , ! t< 

others It a r alrca* ’ arm o and are l ith. red m mb 1 ' ‘‘ :i ’ l* 1 * h 

■ii.adas and drinl aw set »ui. I Ik Fulm » n. 1 cs " a -* ' 1 * 11 'd" 

m: 1 ir;: to naat iw and, with (Ik rr ’ r»l his suin s*nglm o.,i v, 1 <• 
1 1,1 1 1.»jvt, by a marker! ch ur t*»»»1 nl ipmiii -f ' IhiW ><■ • a.h.d r:, 

a ii h I Hihulicr and < ham! »• I lain- '.hen thr I )u* • , d< >»k , ,/'» s over to 
omn n\ the mmu where the N; 1 leader surround mm. ‘here is 
>f etnbarras: nienf, p. rtkulaidy on the pai t ol the french. 


: /ague a .• • 
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Ik to D:\ladier, and then to Francois-Poncet, 1 about trivial thing*, 
lien to Chamberlain, who says he wants to talk to the Duce. He 
thanks him iur all that he has already done. But the Duce, coldly, 
does not take advantage of the opening, and the conversation peters 
out. 

YVe enter the conference room. The four chie fs; Ribbentrop, Leger,- 
Wilson, 3 and T; and Schmidt, the interpreter. The Fiihvcr speaks -a 
few words of tn,mland an exposition of the situation. He speaks 
calmly, but frortr lime to time he gets excited and then he raises hh 
voice, and beets his fist against the palm of his other hand. Then 
ChamberJai 1. Then Dakadie*. Lastly the Duce, who itlirms the 
necessi. / for „ seal and concrete dec ision, and with this end in view 
propose., to use as a basis for discussion ' document which has in fact 
been tclephoiu d to us by our Embassy the previous evening, as 
expre*sine the desir.es of the (human Government 

flic disci!'* ion develops f jrnially and wilhout vny much animation, 
Chambei 'ain is inclined to linger ' er legal points; Daladier defends 
the cause of the C/eehs without much conviction; the Duce pn*l>rs u> 
remain silent and sum up and draw conclusions when the other; have 
finished their di oertnlionj. 

W(‘ adjourn f-.r lunch, which tal es pkuc in the Fulucm piivuh 
house a modes' apartment in a large building full of othei lesiilents. 
Jt has, however, many very valuable pictures. 

The conferenr is continued in the aficrno n and virtually breaks up 
into little groin which tr> • work .nit the vaiious formulas. This 
pen. il; us to talk aiik. .n uter confidence, and the ice is broken. 

Ik ladi c. 1 .n ocular' . : k quaciou in personal conversation. He 
,.p dim .’h.u is uapi eutuc to-d.iy is due solely to the pig-head ’du<ms 
of Heiii '. bi t p- hr. 1 lev months lie h repeatedly suggested to Lcip 
that the -v d should hr gj. . n ne.uioiny. That would at least ha' 
cleierrcd die pie am aids. Hr grumbles about the French war* 

in ’ii, . > , ..‘h • w uk'k.iM tikci io pmh the 1 nuntry into an absuui ami 
u> i■ - 1 :n 1 p 'ssihle 'id ee T and Engle rul would never have been 

11't|r I" »; aii\due. really uwful for Czechoslovakia, ome she was 
‘ iiuacke■•! bv the h-ice. of the Reich. 

I lie- Duce slightly annoyed by the vat* 1 telv pai m aentai v anno- 
splicrc which cunt ••» 1 cs alv ays pioducr, moves found tin* room with 
I v . ; j li( ,<j. . t Hi- pock' ' end a i.itlu r disiraeiecl air. 1 v'-r) wav and 
the , h joins in\!n e tcIi for .d imul.i. 1 li» great spun, always alie.nl 
of rvi nts and en, has already absorbed the idea oi Agreement and, 

e hilr the othem are -till wasting tie ir breath over rnoi« or lev. formal 

i (|i . | y ir , r , ,*t f IVrivh ,\ 111 1 1.1 nlni pi Metli»t. Vmhnjcudoi in Kmie, 

Nmr-.ih , uyM,' Vomi.Ii t ••*"»'» doner » (kriiuny. U)|'» 

- .\| f , r \ , ;, CI ; . 1,,. -,j\ M. w\ h the Jmnck tmrern Ofli»<* 

- . • 1 i.r , • Vv-'H a. a l.ue to i 1» • d -erl an. 
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problems, he has almost reused to tale any interest. He has aheady 
passed on and is meditating other things. 


cianoVi OlARV 




Hungarian minorities. The others, without exception, would gladly 
li; lvc said nothing ah mt it. In fact they try tnewidc its tiiscu .sion. But 
• *hen the. v is a strong will, the string will always predominates and 
others coalesce around it. The problem is discussed and solved by 
means of a formula which 1 do riot hesitate to describe as \. >y brilliant. 

Meanwhile eonver :ati«>ns u deu\ a;o taking place. 1 here is a hint at 
the possibility of the Duce delaying lhs clc parture in ord- r to ijcrmit a 
mci tine; between him and Chamberlain. But the idea is ruled out by 
the Dure, as lie thinks that this might offend German susceptibilities, 
l-'nst I and then the Duce ilk to Chamberlain. We tell him more or 
less the same things: we di d iciest our. elves in Spain; withdrawal of 
ru.uoo volunteers in the near liltin''*; goodwill (or a speedy implc- 
mentation of our Pact of April 16. Chamberlain hints at the possibility 
of a Conference of l our to solve die Spanish problem. 

At la a, at one in the morning, the document is completed. hv«.iy- 
!,«>dy is :.atis!icd, even the French-* -even the Czech., avoiding to what 
Daiadiei tells me. Fi m^ois-Ponr et has a moment of suanie while he is 
eoll i!ine the Jocumei 1 1. ‘Voila conime la f ranee trade les s.*ul . allies 
cjui lui ^taien! restfs licit lr s’ he exclaims 
\ . e n, shake hands, and depart. 

In ji.thv tiom the Brenner to Rome, fr*»i - the Kin*, down to the 
11, . ..nu.Sj the Duw receives \ r!o.,nips such as I have never v < ri. V- 
;,ays himself that this entlm w i. only e.«|uallcd OH the evening when | 
the Kinnirc was proclaiim d. 


He 

calmly and, perhaps, put it asidr fo; me lime. 
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VFTER MUNICH 

Echoes of Munich--Progress toward the implementation of the 
Anglo-Ilalian A'.: « onicnt - The Hungarian., press their da inis- t aky 
in Koine- 'W inners to Albania < Jmnauy upporf ; the < Izcchi 
Axis nrbiti.iliou oiop,,\,cl Si u.m: tmpopul u Piv|.miations in 
Mb.’ ia Rihl mtrnp in Koine (October -:7 -qV Mussolini dccliieo 
an inuor .liatr alli.tiuv ('hum and Rihbf ntropin Vii nna (Novr.mbn 
- i In 1 !J U I 'li* Award - The r;vinl campaign < ontinurs \ 

JVcn< h Ambn aadoi in Rome Rrp.itrniion of Italian, from abron 1 
Hungary still unsatisfied Perth pt<‘ nts credential' to the King 
Empcioi (Novenib ! iG) - Hung.iiy l.-prinnmded- -Tunis. Oorsi< n. 
Nice, S:'vuy’ Ohnnibrrhin to ^ isit Rome All ready foi notion in 
Albania—Due^ and Pope—Oiano in Budapest (Decern*rr H) -’0 
Another dh ppoiutmrru iri Spain, 


Ocronur t. Still some exritmurnt tlds morniii'T, but r,i the second 
magnitude. News from ’Y. [tuc that Beck leas oCjit an ultimatum, < 
pinng at midday, or the cession of the territory demanded. 1 he 
("7.t ehs accept iit priiuiplc, but 'could like a iitile time to picp<M*C 
diiiim in a scemlv fashion. » Iiey cannot be blamed. There r no jusli- 
Ih i ti* m f. r lids Polish nnpatiiTuc ; I icy have w nil d twenty y- ar.‘\ t hey 
ran wait another flay or iwo and avoid an in ident which might make 
l... situation didicult-agaiu, 1 telephoned in this seme t(> out Viuba ni- 
dor in \V;u saw and instructed him to approach Beck. ) poke - tin 
Polish representative in Rome myself. 

i raitet m 1 aiylaiul lun• acted to • RihLmntrop,on the oilier band, 
vv| 1( i ; ; actuali not loo ph e<d that r;, rything lire- ,onr o smoeitlih , 
td, phon • I me 1 ■ *uy that he will nm make any c 'umhc in W eraaw 
he is almost inciting the 1 les t ' u ITc ultimatum is extended lor 
mif hoi 11 ? at iht uid '*1 *’ ldeh l*r ic yields and this Hillicubv ton m 
solved, lb ttb h, b.n i" Ko .have become im-.m u rni b* caw c 
, } ir Vi , T ,» Hoi null' I > unu b and be, i nc the tear i eviv. • i 1 b 


four Powei * 1 • , . 

In the afternoon - diplotroi.. Amor ; them Rath ; 11 • ' ,|n 1 
j ;,; ■ i ,, 1 ,' i a i Mf M don • i‘ < out in in the n* ai to w«\ ( ' 1 ‘ h . 
vs j,,. |( M V , .1 eteily letter Irhm SUvadmovirh and Holla. v-no 

I,mi’ In with Uith Shignnitsu, 1 n*y ol.l <>*H. -t;n< in Shanghai, "liom I 

• . i,Itnan. '• Mi’i” I ’ ''' • mm i<jT-\ pi.-n < 

Idtllmi ( onviM irnn 1 , | wW « «' "•*«* <*»'**' ‘ "» 

inn r| . I, , liliii’ huogii.' • 1 . H'lffM Mim ai r, 'ei W v 
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./jkwt skw many year; ago in rlisiinnly dmrnatic circumstances. fn i 
now goirn r to be Ambassador in London. 


O roniiR 2 . The Prince of Hesse explained to tnc, at the luleTr\ 
behest, why ll) Mimkh lurcting aw followed by the iodic!) of an 
\nglo-Orman committer. Cltamlu dam as* ed die Rihrcr for an 
interview, and I diced to bin* about tlr possibility of a - mterence on 
Spam and also about an extraordinary proposal to abolish the bomber 
aircraft of the l our Power:; |.wY/|. Riu.lly he took a piece of paper 
<a.it ‘1 his pocket and put before the Ltd.: cr a draft of the communique, 
which he de clared to be ncccisai; (•> him for his parl : unmUiry 

j 11 .ition. 1 he Rihrer did not thhik he could refuse \nd die 
Do r, to whon 1 relate d tills aory, said i ) me. ‘Explanations m< 
superfluon*?. Y-m do not refuse a glass of lemonade t » a ihirsiy 
man.’ 

The Durr arid i rv,irniri»*d the question of our ichi lions v ilh London. 
After what was mid to Chamberlain at Munich then: must he no delay 
ii p»mmg negotiation., with Perth. . r am to .end for him to-morrow ami 
oflieiaih •omimmic'at.e io hin the v. ithdrawal of the io,noov 'lunlcm. 
After which 1 shall bluntly ask him the question: are you now willing 
to implrn. 1 tlu* Pact of April »6? If they are, * much the be: mi. If 
ik, i, \\" mu*t. each play our own game The Dure a tolls nu to 
indicate that the Lrand Council might repudiate tins, agreement, w hieh 
has I ecu waiting loo long lor its consummation. 

4ll i, i evening die Dmo i*ad to me ovci tit* tch-plmne Infvrmnj ae 
i a iV,. u i ; • ji* llmigai . 

Oi.iohi-u Villa* iskeil for out support in ;u eeln a* mg the im 
I»i f, nient,ilion ol th \bini< It decision*.! so lar as 11 ngary is concerned, 
linn what he said, and rv n more from what hrdiu n *tsa\, it is* I* ai 
that t he f luiig.n •. u have desi ns on Mov Ida. Alien >r, a gross tior, 
and ) p< i* a tfially jo a .mind it. II ere v »uld be n-> . ais liotn lvoit 

iii.ii j, \ n iisl.r, .i, and Leimanv. besides, the Slovak don t want it. 
Aral ili'if , no pi.ini ii "big on* i up* injusti in 1 rdci » e« hand 
another. 

1 had my • on . ia;lli« a with 1’ ith I < s g < esset 1 ms sell on the* hum 
agii*i*d with the Due. I he an/timents ai< :»w strong that l<i' t liim.seU 
could not nibr snious »1 jections, though h * trie 1 to make a point 
ahoui d e cjMention of i.it ,i< •* t *:■ n*-r. I aclvi .ed h» n ,Mjl hi 11 *« U new 
d dieultirs and to wk o the " in , of mn former agreement 1 ton- 
tinned t hat It is u. <lo:s to tall: c»; .• Gonfrj« iu < *1 I ,|;l 11 " * ,n, hci i:<it J 
until relation* have become normal- u< h thing ma ‘ l*'Ho\v, but (hey 
cannot precede, the implementation ol d’* Pact. I asd I add <1 that a 
t 

d !f .c. rand Cornu ; wili be m ;** : it ion fotvv jew foreign -'In and ml! 
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it to cnre-Dlke situations whirl) hav hitherto not 1 defined in 
diplomatic documents. 1 

I received the Brazilian, the Roumanian, and the Portuguese. 1 
telephoned to Pmnas to say that, if a French Ambassador F to cor nr, it 
i 3 better it should not be Gliainbrun, as the newspapers prophesy. 
He was liquidated by the gossip about the non-existent friendship 
between the Fonianges 2 and the Once and by the bullet which ..he 
planted in his backside 

OqiuiiLU .\. .Viter a lew applications of ininoi importance, f 
eeeivrd Perth, at his request. He wanted elucidation of certain pu.nl>- 
in yesterday’s core’ersation, v r iz.: does Italy intend not to send more 
troops alter the withdrawal of the tq,ooo, and is she prepared to 
pmmisr not to inert ase the number o 1 the pilots and the aircraft mi the 
Nationalist skit? The reply to the first question is obvious md > ga\e 
it at once. On the second question i reserved the decision for the Dure. 
And l was right, because with good cause he rejected a promist which 
vi id do too much m w .ikc*n francos position. 

Prun e, telephoned the launch derision about sending an Ambassador 
- it stems it is Fr:m«;oi c Toncct. The now: Daves us more or 
indifferent. It i good that the French ' avc capitulated, hi ‘ we draft 
want eeii.on Italians to get excited end enthusiastic about it. 

A certain Kwok link, :i alnad\ known to inc and umv sent to me by 
du Dm-, pul before m»* die argun n(s in lavon: -1 the union of 
.Slovakia with Iluugaiy. I am suspi i us of this idea. 1 he Dure hkes 
die Hungarians, in fu lie says tit; ( tlie:/ are the only people in f tiropc 
wli »iu he line]; sympathetic, 1 rather distrust them. Vftc Slovakia ii 
will Lt ihe urn of ( b • itin And the Carmans, who do not dm i nnnake 
.1 dura i alta< 1 -n ih probl n \ of no outlet to the Adriatic will hope to 
tour this path fo» ihrmsclvt , by means of the M. gyars, wlio ’- ill 
evrumalb retuiit to dn.ir m hubb, traditional policy of gravitating 


to me yesterday 
it won’t d* 


murid Berlin. In dir hole map which was shown 
Finnic figured amon:* 1 he ehuins. Tli.it is signiheant 
• • 1 i r 11 \ 1.1 In, 1 ob i 11 p • • ■ 'i I * * l ( uulci 

()< Toiu:u 1 inh.inncd \ ill nh dial m the e rrn of i (!/•*< h «iflack 
h thing which v,<* in lan »timely > l le out/ Hung.' y can • ouaf on 
, ll; - . f . n ,|j|„f J;il medi.d‘*b mo iiglnrrs. v. ith neeissan • >••'» " 

«lrle .*i 1»u c 1 i - si \ ' e lulled al .mf: .Slovakia ih.ng.iryb \ppcOosaw 
b'lomie moo .m! m blatant. It e ltntnt tided model rttlon. \dei 
the Drier th« < n tush..- ! ' ante to yeikulr. 

nr-1. fi lm ho M in,' I . Tin* u.uiilutum • • run 


det 


nuen 

Din 


to 


.*r iiM-re 


wards 1 

1 i a an* ■ mui' - v 

100 * 41 ill t . 

1 Mur da iU I niitunti . 1 ' Wioi'-at 

-n tb t l.ii'c du tS(-i • si rba r ( n 11/, 

irjM Him* !.» Ifinn |bo "IH >* * ' • h> 

4 I ht \. 1 .111'- »»f thb IK*tar. ,i; iinrcM-iiM 
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at,.', win. » I. d 1 ht* 1 an 10 »* ■ 1 liViitiruu 
SO; Itrlu 1 ' linn l" 11 t | I- i 

Mtnictini. 
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after myco ivcrsation with the Slovak propagandist (I have discovered 
that lie is an ex-boxer in Magym pay). The Ducc agreed with me 
and ended by declaring that we must strengthen our ties with 
Belgrade. 

] saw Perth and communicated the Chiefs decisions to him. 

Chvalkuvsky has 1 - < n appointed Foreign Minister and is preparing 
to leave for Prague. He lias alway.. hr.cn our friend and lias had a »lear 
understanding of the situation. His programme now is to settle the 
di >putc with the three, neighbourin ', states as rapidly as possible - after¬ 
wards he wants definite) , to enter the mbit of the Axis. ‘Friendship 
with the \:;is ~ intimacy with Rome’* that was my advice, and he 
iv crpted the whole of it. Henceforth Prague must enter the horizontal 
Axis, which will have to *cacb from Rome at one end to Warsaw at the 
othei and which, if it is really strong, will make possible the existence 
til the vertical Axis. I accompanied die Ministci to the Duie, who 
rep. ated t him the same advice. Chvalkus .ky wiid that he has 
always been convinced of the impm.ibility of assi <ance from Frain <• 
and England. Bohemia is completely unknown m England. Once, 
\\ hen he is a student in Londoil, he wa. giv«. 1 a violin to plav at a par iv 
si*nply because it v\as known ilea he was a C/.e.ch. 1 here tva:. a 
confusion of thought between Bohemians and gypsies. He is thinking 
now of going to Berlin in order to present hitnscll to the l iihrcr. 


Oct our. it o. Perth bine ,ht the British reply. In piinciplr they 
i < c*pt the iinph mentation of the Pact after the withdrawal of the 
.,,0011 m o Be. .Uanibcrkun asks 'or a short breathin , space. II* 
dors not want pie*< rii him self to the Cabinet, and subsrr|u«mtly to 
»! u House of Common.. with tta l.e ‘Here you aic. lake it or 
leave n. Mumolim lias fixed the dale.’ At the moment, in spit * f the 
-•oU < onfi lent e, hi:. p<oition has I ‘cen shaken, and in thosi < ip nin- 
i.iiico it would I)(. mi a untenable. He asi • j for a fie lay until Ncn rjrnbrr 
I | !,r t Pi< f's tu a , at lum to tie* Fnglish reply was unfa,o irable. but 
|„- I , dMI by d M oni mg to this. On tie other han !, he namrallv d« ■' i 
U"' intend nmb • any assurances about the Air Force and i . ‘tivstie . 

( , i a i . < I ( I aim d 1 ’»• »l »h rn i .f 11< -Jrv 1 . • .\ll • 1 ' Bote • .e d 1 ■ ' nt 

?*|m> f.«* m du ii Itvoni. I 1»« oi si' amuust. Paiticululy Bolfai, v.fo 
smpiiwd me by his ii P mu-rn e. H. i opj •••<•<! to .n'v unt igaPo,, of 
llir nu ,nurr>. They '.ill hate vis i>r».iu 4 u* \\«. 1 • < dnvi n duo, out 

1 hey v, 11 iU ;pisr \r d , lw ihcin in . nu. d'h- dis<' unm Uoi y 
IP. ,\>urr‘; luraa nothin", said hr i *•.«'" to m« belu • m dr h»'e« hes, 

• j hr h»»porunit thing is to raise thr p Eh m Anti 1 M nuti'itn ha now 
been inoculated into tlie bIo«> i « the J ali •’*11 eontioui to 

tireuhitc and to develop ol in wn accord. S»», even i* 1 conciliator \ 

tn n .*,!it, 1 shall lie very . > ,rn via n l prepare die la .. 



0 (jtoul:r 6 , 1938 t y : ) 

CTOBr.R 7. I communicated our reply to Path. No particular 
reaction. Barring surprises, I believe the Pact is non < n the way to 
ratification in the course of the next few weeks. 

14rand Council. The Chamber of the Fasces and the Corporations 1 
v as dis* usserl. No particularly interesting contributions to the debate. 
The Duee made a veiled allusion to the Albanian proj.ct: T was born 
oever tu leave the Italians in peace. First Africa, now Spain, to-morrow 
something else. 'I he Grand Council applauded. 

Fixed our position with respect to the Polish-Hungarian claims. 
They cant have Slovakia— the Slovaks must have full liberty to decide 
and may either stay with Prague or become autonomous. A common 
frontier between Hungary and Poland can be secured in Sub-Car- 
P din ill Ui sin. It seems, however,-.that Berlin is preparing to inal r 
difTu 1 ilties about this solution 100. This, from a German point of view, 
F logical. But I fail to understand the opposition of Roum min. 
Granted that henceforth Czechoslovakia is tc more than an appendix 
<»J < h riiia 1 tv, are the k\w Roumanians really vr» keen to lui\ e a comm*>n 
frontier with the Ca:mnns: > Surely they understand that contact 1.r- 
r/.< < n Poland and Hungary would in (act be a barricade protecting them, 
h of ii.', situated .v; ue are, this is a very delicate thing to tell them. 

Ooiohik Villaui cnuniaat. d Hungary's territorial wishes: the 
Magyai areov, Sub-( kwpathian Russia, and ;i plebiscite for the Slovak- 
But i- -pun from Berlin make it elr.ti th. > Get many will stubbornly 
oppose the < cssi 1 ofan) area' not t<•aching the Ifonti rs. 

1 rnach a Ion- and successful speech at the Grand Council about ib< 
infernal iotial lituation. I . • Due e, who list,vied with the nio.it poTumd 
attention, described as ‘ini. resting, pn.ise, and som.-tinur. dtamuic’ 
flu i rpoi t of t ’omradc (liiuio. 


() lOiu-.r * 1 . Mir Ihice telephoned to tell me th;u he ‘foun l my 
*epor 1 bndia 1 and dial it was vrtynuich aopieciatej by (hr Grand 
Council. 

To 1 I - a cnee, -Old after wards to In- a Moii-mo with Fdd a and 
(liccino. 


1 o a \ 10. the M im.;;ir*.m Mim tei ! i.»been drama! i..mg the 
.lit 11. .1 urn .nut • \ j' mli iny of , m .(1 him) »ili/.uic>n ! d»u * !»* * 1 1 f.* \«• it 
1 (»' 'oir! 1 nr ill g 1 cat. eeax \ dialvan ■ yioups iriskh ( u*< f olovaki.i an 
to b< sent uno .u.tio-i to-day. lh<\ h ivr iulbjmed 11 and th< l\,ks 
ha the Ge.i u r. (hey don’t trait tji vn too much 


* A Irv. ■. » I:. .v 11 1 ■ V-mi ii« 11 a 1 Miuis;< . j • I ,* l.u »tn>t» ) u ■ tu C lnuitl 1 
ef t), |»t 1 1 • * ?, (tit I* tun! v fl«t m t nn.<i»tira (mm tin n pir I**. 11* i-» «k»vi ilir I i\ 
4 • »MU .tnl Hrcpoii I *|» np-J I fij.u r ,\M , mhi n h, I Mf.\s < Ii II It! m I -lit • I 
ftlit! the ( 'I |»or U I-, U'l' l • C(l rt ill. i ifUlbiTA « f dl<t Naflu 1 |J ( I'Hnril r ( |' I 1!( ,, 
Vpl "III' v .. 1 i. * • 1 . ('otiinil i ,'or-ilhm,. .ill dm-. 1'■ rtoiiitn.1I1 U lu \ )t ,, 

I lx I a i< ik 1 bnri) 
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J a -companied (irandi to the Duce—nothing striking in the conver¬ 
sation’. Then the Duct: talked to me about Dc Vecchi. ‘My idea nay 
seem to you Mehistuphdean, be said, ‘1)111 this is what v.c must do. 
Wherever l has e put De Vecchi, la las a 1 ways ere. ted a mass ol trouble. 
He lias ra ver suet reded in anything We is now doin ', very badly in 
Rhodes. Never mind. He must be encouraged to do even worse. lh 
must be made it) feel that In . work is unproved and hi*, path must he 
,‘ r ’ . ,1 until sooner or later he slip, up so grossly, so unmistakably, that 

vdthont others pa-aing judgment on him he will see lor himself 
that he b liquidated.", \nd then 1 shall have him oil m> hands fr r. er.’ 

OoTonr.it 11. I received a long procession of people in the morana. 
bu’ then - wci no imp .rant conversations, except an exth.myr ol 
views with l’it rre Lyautcy, 1 whom l hat * known for a long time and i" 
whom l ean speak frankly. I told him of the linbtcr influence exerted 
by the French prea mi n '.limns between the two countries' it las not 
yrt In gun to understand the Fascist.psychologs, still less th it o Mu'm>- 
Jini. It i. always the. or ' thing in a housatu! lik* ly to mike to l.iuc 
runout, ’ bid. gets pi .•» tie headline-; Even the atmosphere of 
Munich has been very rapidly spoilt by the F.auh press 

1 took Hesse t*. the Dure. He tol l us about a um< r ’■ ol 'ta-l m 
a Franco-Cirri!'.m ai>,reeinent on tin- lin-s ol that concluded 
VVJ th London. He also I Iked about a possible pat* lor consultation 
„ die ..as r tome into play if war threaten: in Europe. 

W. .... mu app.ovid on t. .v conditions: ihai our relation.' With I'.tiR. 

| (ip:. i< ..uilai i/C'l I >• the implementation ol the Pact ol Aral t<>, 

ml that Poland is ah’ in bed. We lea*at it to Frau and England. <F 
i hey waul to, -oshon herlh. door. They «.in in. ur the odium It it. 
Yugoslavia does not aspire to l-.rm part of tlv Furopean directorate.. 
S; .y.idin >vi. I. d< . riheo tains. It as U coq qui chimb- jv s»nj.im>>r Ami 
hi’1 r'tf * ill' BfllltHllK. 
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(h/n, d , • Tin: Dn<‘‘ loKl m»‘ "Vir thr trlc-phon. 

to hunt' 1 ) 1 » Mur to hnxx U Fiu-m: for tl, 'u Mediate u 

via.-., oi lh.: hit** with a I'’" Him- man majority. 11- > • 

11»I n't . m *,t'd hy l hi Milit-iry \UacV. who abo ’‘iMm. l,,;n “ 

15ml;.pi si’s mlfUii-M to mobili/*- to-morrow, i* ‘1" *■*/«• 11 I 1 

thru ol> triaJioniHt m.m«i lives. Mr •mvi liih* 1 Ituvt 1«* vrnt 1 - it 1 r * vV 

I't.|. n Mu * irr, < *1. v t'i.ovs'. y, h.is ifom ic» l?i o' 1 /,f ‘ 1 
^mlcn »n orc .1 i to place luin.ull und* r ihr ample lap not 
wingH of I J o In*. 

i d.iuiip. ; Sci'cngi hrou^'a ioc .> p<*i»onal ,,w ■’ 1,1,1 l*'’ 44 , 
ad also left me a note .bom the diviariil'ni) Vl ' 1 1 " uis '' 11 
oolrn d to make. It amounts to thin. Mtom "" ow ,n ltal > ' hand.. 

» A I e-in ti rjghp w.m M * ^ Ll ‘ 
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fhc King is 

d-voted. The people are grateful. Why do you want anything more;’ 
This question was not asked, but it wa\ the real reason lor the convc.isa- 
ti ui. I ua; kijid and a liable. Tlijs cheered him up. He w;r particu 
lai ly appieci uiw when j told him, with emphasis on even word, that 
1 nave great win pat hy lor him and that in any eventuality l regard him 
.1. our man. We must hurry up with Albania, f received PrampuUui, 
vdii brought m< his magnificent report on tlx- edarnatinu .1 the 
countiv as a whole. 1 lr is enthusiastic about what lie has seen. He 
considers tin coastal areas to be very superior to our and, without 
e'. ':,geido.! optimise he believes that from the reclaimed dbniets 
aha ■ • we A.ill l>r able to import here i»oo,ooo tons ol coin. 

lVrth propr scs to send his Military All.:- he to Naples to he pns< nt at 
ihr disemb ukafion >f the' olunleci > retuinin ; Iroai Spain. No objec¬ 
tion in principle on our part so long as the thing i. useful to Oh.unbrr- 
lain tor tic pa.liatnenlafy debates, which lo *i. like being m war. 

Viliam c.t urrrd to tin; clmrgr over the unspecified Hunj-.uiai 
drin.u ds. 1 lie truth b that tin" would like to I ac Slov.d i.i, K uthcma, 
c\ f 1 tiling —to create, in fact, mosaic state No. 3. fhey don’t dare :a\ 
so—•because ill. y are afraid of Crnnany. Villani told rn< th il Mu 
)im adviv * S/abo l that they should mohili/c. • this tru< 


O m m it 13. j(rs ua as ken in the Fithrer \s name whether 

German) may make a d< I n »t i >n to 1 rant e on the liivs of that made 

to I'ngland. No obj* rtion on our part, c penally it will have the 

rllr- t giving us in cduiu < r maitoaivrr with m y nd to Pair. 

(nowing tension bi t .fen IhiJaprsl and Piauic. N<» itiation*. have 
hem broken - ii ■ In • ay is in j'io«< of 1. obili/iiv. (doum Csakv" 

lias and 1 hew He 'onfeus wall me tnd the \hw\ I le want' 'ttr 

Naunion lor tlteir mobilization ami our support for ti * 1..mediate 

run nr toning ol a lottleimec of if four powers He b \*» 1 v 0. I. 
a,;., n: 1 the (Germans j> ticularly. He iiii.ei- tin Reich ol having 
p, limited Prague l .'.iPen against Hmig.ua (I/e< ho loval ia is now 
a Gmiiun pmuvtoi .'te, \ iiieh Berlin intends to u 1 in a let 1 • u*n eu 
t ir, tan pvessui'i < h Iv-mni.uii.i md-nilo •• uy herself. Ikw- ’dial 
nine oil s-a; di •- dm f lungary, 1 *»n tan policy ha*. < hanged and 

h f )( , Mi.ag; in aij>i'■ >r f bio ‘I I i\\evrr f ' ii* eomludrg brf 1 * V\C I -w 
, ui selves 1 11 be absorbed ' < shall die Hi the last tnand 

lu < , o ; . in- e w ith I lie Hungarian 1 * miesi f iitcrvcn« in I .oud-m 

p: b am| llrilin m 1 ] > j a -? • - f l! »*; proposal fni a eonh ' me, I abo 

Hpcaf 1 he Polish Ambas udm and the 'i ugosla. slnaster in order 10 
east' two diflxub situations. I ,rn I .hi railed to th< t« lephow by 

• ell s.-ahi' If* g.u far MilMai" \u-uln*ial " ■'«*. 

• I i,ii .1 1 1 H- '»g. M -.1 I ... ..'.1 Mt'.ntiy. 1 - ;n 

Min. 1 Dcirne. i hjjjH 
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ibhcntiup. As was to be expected, ihe Germans are against a con- 
tercnce. 'li e say that there will be opposition from France and 
England, and that it is morn advisable to act behind the scenes. As 
I remain firm, Ribbcntrop ends never the less by coming round to the 
pro] > al. However, Csaky comes to see me again. Budapest is wonied 
l,y the altitude of Berlin. Alter all diet they have -elicit el and obtained 
the, evidently lorl embarrassed about us, but they now prefer not to 
annoy the < in mans and to abandon the it b a of a conieiencc and A id; to 
mm t negotiations. Foi «me thing Hitler lias said that he has now 
( )< mobilized and thai he does not intend to line another uisis. i go to 
. v- Dure al die Villa Torlonia. We put a good face on it and yyve oar 
approval 10 ihe < hrman idea. But this is the first time we have allowed 
nuiselvc.i to be taken in tow and I am not ,u all pleased. 


Octopi.r i y. 'The Duce, wle has evidently found yesterday \ 
events hard to diges., telephones to me to propose ;o the Germans 
making identical w rch in Prague, and in Ih dapr.t, inviting, the * -a> 
Government; to resume direct negotiations. r id will explain, at le ...» 
in part, our chan \v of ft*»nt ycwicrd.n. Ribbcntrop opposes the idea 
he says that a dim 'rcb: of this i d.d might have il * appeal an* c. of 
pressure, which would be dangerous in die present phase. He asks u* 
.ora to give our support in \ igue to the Hungarian demands of 
V( o rdav. whi* S arc ; imply the «>ld demands. I( s Bratislava, winch 
t|i<; ( !f iman • ;ne v»tv keen on. J hr 1 )uce consents. 

i . aky i 1 1• ’' to sav good-bye and asl me to iideiveni in 1 j,> ji* 

with a request i < • fottht forty rtungarian rebels who were 

ukru p, run. . by the. Gm.hs in RuthenV. TIm v all belong to the right. 
Il ti„*y ,( [ ;• hanged, f-av C ik; , il would err tc : o many martyrs ol 
iV opposition parties and the position of imic y, who has telephoned 
.1 ait the matter, would !>• d aken t* a vei danger*.us d< go e. I 
u 't nlione . . Prague. In tl j r aipnnnon Fransom repoto. dial di ( /r - ,( *h 
(fOvemnuMii h.r received * ir (in lurch? n the most Kicndly .spirit and 
* it i i 11 • I | nr a* m ia n ] a bow i n i: ■ spat ed I h n. « ii *• 1) We ' i «; *k 

lor ,m\ tiling tn Pi ague in the. anamly ol being listened to. 

in* 1 1.1 . m • read i * pol ls hum Poland. the iJu» c t let me to iol • * * i 
Berlin ll d \ ire noi al di kc* on a common homier be*wet u 
Poland and I Im ry, lie tlunks that il would be quin value le*-. md 
(let any at leal) * al. a « n< uvleiw m of German’ e< not jusl stupid. 

Imt alwulutcly rklii uloo» 

1 n.ai t < ooiunmni< il ion bin 1 coni tha; !* ■ m •’ .P ,n 1 • 

ha . h i hv«ts lad to see Hum* uy nial IGlm-i knU to’Cthci l Ac \n 

uin ami i fin \ Inn • many . a g mi n (• at !»a u ■. ■ • 

Oci i \\ if it j ». i\ ahing * rlhy ol note, < vcept a 1 iJU ' ■ 10,1 

With Ihe lh.ee, in die course of which 1 h-nded him h.tinpuiini's 
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ort on reclamation in Albania and suggested making a start as soon 
as possible with the reclamation of Durazzq, the part of the scheme 
• which is most economically valuable, most spectacular, and most usetul 
for military purposes. It will also serve to soothe the not unjustilud 
anxieties of King Zog. 


October 1/. I announced to Blondel our agrimenl for Francois- 
Font et. Ih. ashed me vlum wc will appoint an Ambassacl r in Paris, 
bi ; 1 gave him wry lutle encouragement and dropped the subject. 

1 received Vilhmi, who expounded Hungary’s desires to me. Prague 
must make a ci ucrete offer. Such an offer will be examined by 
Budapest, but lu sh negotiations will not be commenced. If ll«>11 < r 
appears satist.v tru w it ./ill be accepted. If not, the Axis powers can 
func tion as arbitrators. 

J telephoned u> Prague to express to Ohvalkovsky our support of 
these l fungmian desires. 


October id. Review'of the Police-very successful. By compari¬ 
son with those of previous >T trs it shows further progress. 

No nwv political developments. 

t hand Council a 'on', * port from Starace and a vnv niih.ct 

summing-up from the i)u*:e lie d< scribed t!ie Vatican as anti-Calholic 
and the ghetto us Catholic, and tid that all i!h Piuses h:e brought 
imslbctune i:> the Church. He said 1 the* present Pius that lie will 
leave behind him .i huger heap of rums than am Pope helms him' 

\ dis< onnectul c p< > • h from Hr Yrcchi, which lilled the asstmbly\, iili 
inii ill. Instead 'h realizing hat v.j> happening, he tl >» 101 it h< was 
huvu.g a u • 1 suc( r and lei himself go, in Iking nous, n ,c and using 
la 11 uiage \v : n< h *wn have n<> pr» re*(mi in 1 p inal ,tvcm'»ly. 

Ot.Tuiii c to l he Dm e Jius gone w Romagna There is nobum; 
m a [Van ni has m ale 1 f r ir/.r In Prague. BrtJiem.t’ haw me 
rutler too • ’ be mi mng straight a- • In p< »s Unlitv 
rnediaiioti. C!ivaII»o .»ky w w pp.uvntly impi 0 d. 1 bulk ;m\l 1 hi • to 
Yill.mi an hr: T nh . evoi > thing is goii c ; well. 

Scree,.» i. oi. i 1 ' ep.u mre i >r Albania, was gi\* a an a an m 4 ol'-ur 
i 1 t f !1\’ < llaboi iil ioi 1 u ' a pj 111 i;« iJirn \*. r will * 10 soil a thing in * he 
in.Uler of rei Jamal mu. I has. in Cn t pr posed to the Dure. who • b 
lias Prampolhii s , ’ 'ojecl b imn, (lj.it we should iinim dial' set t • 
wor k in t !»'• |Tun <>f Dm ’ 3,0110 In nair.s1 an be reclaimed • lew at 

CDS’ of k . than JO si Ton lilt*. Till . will serve t • •Ih - vlh.mian 
auxin li v ib : <■ . |urlid \ aiuai lot our wodi in die future. 
And i« will i[s sc* v c * red ary pm pi■. *. .»» en •!. ci nn» L .lion in force 
will ha.* to I ■ based » u Ou* ami its - woe 'iule vi< iuity . I'mm the 
phyc liologi. .J point oi . •< *’ ton 11 is 4 • i ’m th it tlio.se who land 
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a. Albania, bom soldiers and civilian:., should feel that they have come 
10 a healthy and fertile land and not to n desolate, swamp. A better 
impression oi this kind might have produced a different story in i<ivo 
and we might have committed ourselves more whole-heartedly. 

OcvfOJM-.R 20. 1 was C .l’xd the telephone by Ribbcntrop last 

He told me a long story ol how he had received the Slovak and 
Rmlieah.ii I. presei.uuvei and, sealed with tin x a hast plan to submit 
to lhidapf • Tin■ German Minister . ill now ret dv- nnler.i.to approach 
Kanra and rcion mend slmngh the aceeptiiuce of the plan by the 
Hungarians. 1 .mil. though Iliad no proof of it tlmtthe plan is Imd 
m the Hun.,aria, point of vie . Kibbeulrop v as redeem and. when 
i mentioned the common liontier between Poland and Hungary, lie 
wi iggh of dubiert. The Once does no« intend to bring pressure 

o, b< , on Budapest. 1 said as much to Vilbmi: ‘ff you accept tlx plan, 
which Tii. \ be called a < Imnan plan, good--we are satisfied. It not, 
let us know what we < an do for you.’ 

T went to Naples m i cerise the legionaries from Spain. They look 
vc-v tough a ad not ai all tired by their Ion-, campaign m a foreign 
country. ’ 1 he population -reived them well, but n: t with the warmth 
Which 1 should have expected I be Km . with whom I drove though 
the .-u ,n,d with whom 1 had a ialk at the Palace, w:.» aln* ' 
i,ul,Herein u.d had - a w...d ol bum u, wa.mlh lor the h- "mu,-.. 
I l f • vi ill as pa 11 of lm - llinl1 n,i nl e-reuionna 

m v l;i li he is --iked if. t Ice pai.. He tall ed mostly about I .oia, whom 
he do. not want to - min as Vrcf-'t of'he Palm it, md a- ed me to 
take it upon rrivsrlf tr lie-aidan- lr u. Not murli about polnus *• 
nply realhrniid hi-, r.poral ail.iud. to the Herman;, vhuin he 
i, anl.-, ... treadle: . and d-ng-i.'ii" and his syn.paihy 1". 'hi 

boh, who k«->w how to stand by their agreements, jnst as the <-• 
I Ini*slnn * Vici»■' * t-licl. 


() • l t / 11 i. a i i 

t|i ‘.'list ;u,tl inti 


L.it l in i!k* inormnj. Vil) mi iufonnril ; 

,,11 it hi nf thr 1 hnij/anam ov» r tiu (J/< 1 h p» »j » ’1 
' i ., ,vr (iij.i ;i lit*'I v- i< ! - • * <».iMuy, hn hr < h iimin! h;ivt mml ,f 

<)< u ili.i* I hi t *r« • i >< • - is U* ll>' i’M*! <»• f h< ii rli <-in a» m ' r ‘ 

uni tlx are indigli.'iul aith 'he (•••ecli't for I. in *" ‘ 1 * '* 1 " lV1 ' 
towns nut ol Hi* VI. • a. .lain... Nffw white the Hungarians at t 
prepared to . omp"'tn' over Urai.dava and Nina, thrv at. "-..stem 
,,| „ ,>.ii ii*. iov\ im in t !h r.vM' • .» m r.i. { cii iir 


||(it rn 
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Saw Barzini junior, 1 ,ird gave him some details to use in t,..- Italian 
chapter of a book called Fan Days* which describes the culniimting 
days of the Czech crisis. 

The Polish Ambassador, on receipt of information from Budapest, 
wanted to know what we think about ihc arbitration. I told bun. 
Wieuiava is a .av.ilry general,not without brilliance, bul anunuivurhh 
diplomat. I It* has, however, the great merit of being com i < and 
prompt. When 1 praised him for this, he replied ‘You can lose every¬ 
thing else in IT and gei it back again, even a woman, but not time 1 
1 b also „ < • me news of the negative results of Beck’; • hit to Roumania. 

Vnn .\fackciiM-n % mi Ribbcntrop’s instruc ti* ns, brought me a map 
‘.booing the Czech prop >sals. It is clear that the Germans are aauw 
on I chali" of Pm tie. 1 fc didji’t like it whe 1 1 informed him e.\.U'tb 
wind the position is. He made .1 oanicularlv wry fa- e at the ide 1 ol 
bi i aging in. Puland, which was entirely new fo him. 

’.iotta is leaving Konee I congratulated Ititn on tin vi< lory at 
Canton. Ilotta i: 1 good sort hut rather cold and timid and h< doi not 
belong to tin new a. While wc wen working at the triangle policy, 
la* went on talking to me about London. . . 


OcrofirR ;<;bbeutiop telephoned from Munich about tie 
pj« pos.d - Axis arbdi.ite n. He e against it, but liL argument- u< 
unply dust iii our ey. The truth i that K intends to pr Reel C/« elm- 
slovakia as Im e . In can an-1 s.ui - ace the ..mbitions, even the lrgiiimate 
>mh:tion*g «»f Htmgai y 1 1 in view arbitration i c dan , rom bee .him it 
if (’in I b\ -. m i • 1 ; nee 1 >r Prague im Budapest and b • obliging us 
I" h. e e !'•( oinv m f n '*e m erde! to pill om dc i Linns into rlfcel. l ias, 
1 I. .Id him, may be ruled out, as a. bn ration implies die pn M ions foment 
of the p:u lies to iu< |>1 its results, lie had a lot to m\ against the 
i limy..a i.uis, win m h. ,u\ an*;. of having t hanged their e mis al -•> the 
deal. Ih i hostile a le . he wifi never -qual the hostility the ! hire 
gariaus f< I 1 im lain He will ii uplmii ae.nu a’ r - mien mg nth 

I bib . he v eiidliitcd f a possibility .n C u.ier u e of Four, th< ugh ii 

was lie uh<> ' !ua d m * on. ulei it a week ago! 

(loitde |u - .end uie \\ h h a put i •* |> bilo ga is a i J t lrmu the 

(laiidillo. \ handsome • a id UK >\ i e s» ,»1VCI i i r at the wm in Spam: 
‘tie ( )lde • X CO I ad, with i landsi apt backgi mini I lull ol W u and 
flamr .*•. 

(.)n« > ay dn I learnt lioin 1 1 1« Koijmani m Mini na ot th« anxiety 

o( hlS ( oUlil I \ , desj.)e ! Uelv seek in»; I a- -In; aU i if- u • r: • ap, oi al 

le r 1 pl ot a< i ell II ein t he jtombi threat ol ( »' * ir» 1 1is: . 

['he* 1 - n < li es gh • m . a v - me .. - i w uh t!i ’ re lama , m of i he 

Is i.. - i tin, on the l» it bank ol tie Ar/.en 

1 1 uk.i Hi *, .| t-r U! e t nlitei \\C (Ml V* > 
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<: Q c . OJ41R Villnul was pleading his country’s cause to me ai an 

early hour. He wants us to insist about the arbitration with the 
Germans, because he is certain that without pressure from us the' will 
put spokes in the wheels once more. Tension between Ilungan and 
Go many is acute, though both parties arc making efforts to com :al it. 

, kev both accuse each other of telling lies about the three eastern 
towns of Korn I'ngvar, and Munkacs. In support of their tlvMs the 
Hungarians * ite the testimony of no less a person than the German 
Minister in Budapest though for obvious reasons it cannot be made 
public. Viliam spoke ver> bitterly about Germany. He is worried about 
the late of the Imrrdy Cabinet and fears it may be succeeded by 
Svalasi, 1 whom he describes as an agent in the pay of Berlin. 

Ribbentrop mlephoned in the evening. He repeated, as from tin* 
i-iouth of tin - luhrer, wliat he had said himsHflasl night. He does not 
want the arbitration, which would oblige him to show lmnself in he. 
true c olours to the Hungarians, lie asked me if he may come to Rom. 
at the end of the week to confer with the Duce and with me in person. 
1 replied that lie may. What is he up to? 1 distrust Ribbcntiop’s 
initiatives. He is ..tin, frivolous, and loquacious. The J)ure says you 
onJv have to look at his head to see thm he has a little brain. And he 
i:; v»-i v ta- lie ■>:. In th< »c telephone cal) of the l ist lew days he ha. 
trdiav.d in a manner whit h 1 imd very ollensive - always trying to 
impose his point view. It lias t«> be put up with at the moment. But 

... or later we shall have to call a halt to this tendency to a new 

political technique .1 luujtf tlr tJUpktiW'. 

OfrroMtR 24. A short talk with the Pole, who had nothing to mil 
me and nothing to ask. 

I oulumrd to (jt nr '1 tterti that he i to he replaced in Spain, and 
In ,, .mi il more than u littU »p w. \\ hat vnees him more than his own 
1 I, ,val is the appoiutinrni. of G imb.ua, with whom he hw had 
(Of 41,1 disc* ;,re 'm-ul',. \nd to think I liar it is ju 1 this birth ai which 
induced m- to propose (.umbar. .. appointnu nh 

j . <a .« ui I ni( r alto an interval of Tow da\ 1 ir is annoyed h ! 
chipping and changing of the t.- 7 .ee. hs mid the Hungarians and has 
idv.-j, nr i,1 m. 1101.. o , min up a po»ition «!« fintt< ly .gain-.' die » I «i»n 
Kuthcnm. as lie himli nrrss !i been giving an anli-Gumau 
f I a \ * »i j r to da attempt » , 1 ae 1 < onumm frontier between l’ 'land 
tl ,d 1 In,,« ]1« wauls .1 Ir ;il pin? ui on windier « hi: prujt« led 

anue.v.uii n of Libya can ■ r. * tin Luglish a p.eUiM to raise dithcultir' 
abom ill 1 dtie ai ion of th agreement to whit h ,r saw * aUnbutr 
impm.anci. but it in de«irn! by th. Mill cMMing hall million oi 
cowardly bomgeni*, against whom i am going to ^ ’ ‘ n nmuon tuy 

• 1 , rear V/nl.id. Ir.ut-r ,.f tin gm-.Wyi llumpiriit or Arrow On Amy. Hr v.«. 

, n i', l)n • r yrnt •- 'f o- nnn ia J- . . .a. 
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fd wave.’ He talked about some ideas of his ior a Pact of Five with 
a reduction of armaments, which would bring war back to a more 
heroic level by eliminating everything that is too complex and mecha¬ 
nical, The practii al result would be to limit those arms which arc too 
expensive for ns. 


The Belgian Ambassador brought me a decoration and the Hun¬ 
garian brought me his customary expressions of gran tude. Bui we art- 
no further forward with the negotiations. 

Long corner., ition with Rufiarini,who raised a great hullabaloo about 
what heconidcj the dangerous hegemony of the Party over all sectors of 
the national lift I h- • vaggei ate?;, but then is something in what he says. 


October . 5. Pirelli runs true to form he carne to me to break 
a lance about the iinmrdi:-.e sending of an Ambassndoi to Paris, on 
the grounds that the French have made a line gesture*. ‘There you 
h ive the cowardly and disilisting bourgeoisie,’ said the Duc.e. when 
1 told him. ‘against whom I am going to launch my third wave in my 
speech to the National Council of Fascism to-day ’ 

The Duee received the Spanish Ambassador, who presented him 
with a (I rand Collar. He reaffirmed his uncompromisiii; Jews about 
Spain. Fo bring the war to a victmions cunelurion in* an . paving du* 
way lor an imperial and heroic Spain - to m l it by mediein.ti means 
pi icipitatiny the country into the condition in which it was when 
Calvo Sotelo 1 was assassinated and the crisis began. lie uFo pledged 
himself to give turthcr avsisr.mcc t*» Franco in the form of arms and 
supplies—-but in 'inure n< <t in the form of men, in tiic Inst place be* mse 
they utc not ii.wlul a id also bee.nine we are sturdy watched and any 
dbpan 1 ol volunteers would pi, e m • ti a dill* ult p< ilion with the 
Fnglr.li. I Ion run rF • Duee conidudcd, the end is at hand: the Kids 
will yield peihaps not ' once, but before long, for the defeat • 1 Prague 
m d . in habli da* da it o Barcelona too. An a ntilitaiy ' t"tv 
will give F.anc ’ flu: pre.iigc necessary for gov'’Tiling, > in the « r.e ol 
Mii'it.iia i^vinal who Iv. lived tin* twenty years on lh«* undisputed 
mem; ot havin ' liberated hi: coimtiy by force of arms. 

Brdliu ini eamc to ltnrdi hi . < ntbm i ■ me.i Starai v. At i • riling to 
Ijiii' Si.if. r< ' » plaeinc dir <mutr) imdei a leaden cloak "1 ptisunal 
and m 11 trim t\ 1 n\g and il is here that ue must lo*»k f'l the prnu ip«d 
.m-1 1 !• toah' a • A? 1 . la( k ,\ rut liusia m in m an) • a > • a: - 1 11 a 

1 i.t: 1. it., i 1 ill.. I run ii" 1 n a po or -a to imlgt , but there is ji« » d< >>d>t dial 
evci \ bodv ho gn ■ the chance to do says Hoiuethiug **1 d>* kind 
{ ? 1 *>i ii’a^f i nidi d«s V 1 ! . . .» j n’t I hr Party is ii" m a healthy 
M.iir an« . • the pretext ol dc.piu "naliranon it ha» become more 
pe"tonal •.linn »acr l>» love Bui Siar.u'e h.i» .dv man (jualilie h * is 

1 ., a Julia 1 in;lu XliniNici •• • imfuv, is imirdevol "ii 

111! \ g m je. i 1: Inihii r n i .. . . .»: ->U hint..* .ill in Spmiidi Mi i|. >r* 
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j mod organizer, lie get, things done, and he is, probably, loyal. In 
any rase there is nothing to be done at the moment. The Duce prot.a r. 
him with drawn sword. In due course we shall see. 


Oct on kr 'iG. At the Grand Council last night there was a lively 
debate on HalboK propo al to i-eint lull citizenship to the Arabs. It is 
easy to recognize here a lint contradiction of our racial policy. The real 
p a riy men, like 1 ’irinnei, Sta race, and Alfiv,,. did not hesitate to 
oppose the proposal. Nor did 1 . Die pr< »ju i has been shelved and will 
br presented again in a very different garb. Ii is interesting to observe 
hm, anti-Balbo the Gran*. Council 1 1 he mere fact that the measure 

h.J a aimed a balbian chai.n.Tcr wa enough to produce a solid 
phahuix - <f opposition. 

1 gave Senator Prampolini ccnrirrnaiion ol hi*, instructions m sl.irt 
work on «hf t eclamatio.i ot the Duiaz/o plain, f, n the hit and later on 
the right bar k of tm Riwi Arzrn. Apart from the advantages 1 have 
enun.’rated earlier, the plan has the very important one th u it permit*, 
us to rum entraie two legions of labourers, who can form the bridge¬ 
head of the landing, 

.Received hcrgci-Walclrmgg, whom i had not seen since the \n- 
vdilirn. ill serene and dignified and very much a j.cntf uian. He 
has no recriminations or regret He. secs the situation v ith clarity: 
thru, .ii l .ti l certain unple; .an im~.se:; in Austi a, but it will all settle 
ejov' ri in the end. I he younger generate ai vvdl be I..I. lie- mo.I 
s ri- is ol sta« le is to be iotuid in th«* tight agamst •< igion. He is going 
\ , «a,,y j/i Italy. He want.* a; cl indeed rued?., to w rk. 1 promised to 
hrjp him. .sui \ will is soon as I van. 


Oc.toiw k j'] (Conversation vvich Ja oinoniA Oiir preparations *n 
Alban: i .ire gov * ad rapidly, o rapidly that v\«: may have to 
advance our timt-Uibli , an the alarm may have crashed the .irtf*: 
round i King l he opera u be ginning to akc .shape cleaily. 
assassination *>t tin* Kit - (it seems that — will i adert. this l a 
.. rev. ml often million-,g outs in the stir* is, decent from die nioun 
taiiiM nf tb'* band wi tso. nttsi pi&cti wily all the Ghifilrt < ** • !>» dm 
( Ihdoftli Kuo u ibc), appeal n» Italy l» • intervene polith * ,r "l d 

mi i nary nvht 'Kg alcr .a the ig.one in the King Kinpemi, anti a 

1 \.»ir !>• Oi- gtiiiliflifi mI the Italian rclu»"ii V’iih r< y'msl to h"- ,r ,,Ml M ‘ J " hie 

,,f . .1.... t f» .'in* I fhr I. .tlov.il. * ciUnc |. llir .»• a . .1 • tggr ' - » »*k /-.aj 

' 

..gni Mi.it In the • laity .maycil • u* a uminiuih. u •**«» m which h* pn»J '* ; 

iJi I Im'HI l|t. h • 1 ! I • t r ug, lit.-l «<• III- 1 lltfh (,<MjU Juulitr «» l*m "O'' ’ • < *K*» ^ 

y i.f it it- mi . a n. *.ftii t • !• .iiy ii »t th* p t 1 •»* ’ , * W ‘" M ' ,,f 

Mt.lr.n | ' t I t' '.!»» Mr,. : , it. tu.la: * '< n '-i 

a* no * ttiilv • ill C’-iitii" In) "i Celtic.nr s> ic i* .. w«-ci* »♦• *»t * > 1 ' 1 1 '* 1 M<I 1 * 1 

Kitur i, lity • ..flit \\ li„a, irtucil uniil ll»* -a,I ;U ‘I an., nf , v 

„.t )w nn .^.ir •mini, wilt. t,c in. nr (<• *<o i < i >• ‘ Ig »''«*»'• min.'ll ivm 

„ ,v T .M, ltd MliUl tin* mninrilt v.ln-«. i t ern J llir AlliiUUIMi Aftmuri 
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Jatcr annexation. Jacomoni guarantees that all this ran take place 
without trouble at a.month’s notice. 

The Ducc pre mises himself he will talk to Ribbehtrop about the 
against Catholicism. Tt is useless and idiotic/ he said to me, ‘and 
it makes the Axis unpopular with die Catholic Italian masses/ De 
\ ccchi gave a long exposition nt tli Palazzc Vene/ia of the militarv 
situation in the Dodecanese, it may be summed up ns follows: the 
NdV) is admirable, the Army is all right, the Air Force is hell. And 
I believe ibis goes for the rest of the country too. 

I i C Japanese Military and Naval Attaches brought me a pact of 
triple alliance, I Imlical with that which Ribbcmrop handed me in 
Munich. I am ? - ill inclined to put it into cold sh-rage, particularly as 
Perth has secret! informed me of the British decision to implement the 
April Pai 1 as fi-m the middle of November. We must keep both do ,rs 
. p« n. An alliance now would close, perhaps for ever, one of the two, 
mid that not the least important. J touched lightly on the subject with 
the Dm • , and he seems to ininlc as i do. 


Oct on* R ‘28. Ribbcntrop has in fact come about the triple military 
alliance. Me diseased it straight a\ ay last niglit at the (hand Hotel 
He repeated the speeches he made here in May he has gw the idea of 
\\ u lixte in his head; In v.tnis war, hi.. war. As fur precise inarching 
01 dci i < ithci he ha: iol iceeived them or he docs not tell us .vital they 
uir H< dot act name the enemy nr indicate tin objectives. Hut hr 
. mt-. w ir »n the coura >1 flu* next three <r font ;< a. f y a r.si.rmdy 
\ t:d. but 1 gave inn. imderstar l that wc still hu\c otbc: problems 
t<» live and p »I* ips 1 h< 1 com epic ms of the future organization ot 
intr''luuiiai.il I h l<>(crt events lu>\e proved die ..real d . : it y 
Intwcolh. 'ot.d.i.n Ian m.i- The allium; e./aiup mice. Why 
ojien the do* to rumour hv a j>.»• rlic mi consoquen ? ol wh. h 

would t » tli ■ * up**n e ih( odium nl a .. .ivssioii’/ 

( /cu l,Ai.\ ’yar question. I le had not oppieri.urd the p- itu al impo» 
hoar '■! V\t 01 ' 1ali1.11 A- I told him, it set*; the seal - pen th« 1 .. t 
ih it all 1 ran •» Mriti 1 influence h.iscolJap « 1 for < ver in lhiiii 1 win and 
1 I 1 'an I '-tii ■ • r. \g' , ati po u, a. m ,n ne ml w M mieh aseli. I may 

h i r ronvia d him. Hut itc c hostile to hr I Bulgarians and dclemh 
tlie < iua ■ »l (hi* (!/'••» h m ith .1 /. a 1 which can onlv be < ailed .♦,!».melro 
A ..'rum! ronw*!., ui<»n this lu .iuinv tie leaiibnied the ideas he 
1 pi * *‘ ! ' ■ v\ .iu and in a Idi* ,» 1 agr- ed about tin* advisabilitv oi 

Jr .p ; n ( I n:>»•<) until 'null tnry. 

I 10 ( d hi he Ducc. He tgrrmupoi the nr. easily fm otm polling 

to ftun dai lie ron.trior m «| an alliance, v.hkh y »uld be. most 

* opopnhu iti Italy, not least on account of the n teniinrnt against 
b'l ii.iin ;• U bv the great Titlv»1«< .m.wm . Hie I >m:e talked about 
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rnncc. He explains French military heroism as produced by the 
instinct to deJend individual property —la ferme, la cave , V argent. Fui 
rhe Italians war is a phenomenon of the defence of the frontiers—for the 
French, rich and miserly hoarders, it means the preservation of their 
own goods. That explains why the French are such good soldiers on 
the defensive. 

The Hung n i.4ii Minister is awaiting with anxiety the results of the 
conversations with Uibbcntrop. 1 received him for a moment at th 
Palazzo Chigi. 1 »' d not tell him all, as it would worry him beyond 
riv a an f , but J gave him to understand that. Ci erman resistance to tin- 
solution ! ired by the Hungarians is strong and that I shell have hard 
work to remove it. Kibbcntrop now speaks with hostility, not only 
about the Magyar leaders, but about the whole people. An ugly sign. 
Very u . I\. Put perhaps instructive. After fostering the friendship and 
the illusions of the Hungarians for twenty years, they abandon them 
..nd • . n oppoa them, when to help them ui *ans making a small 
.sacrifice f have fought very strenuously, lit he arbitration takes plate, 
J ihink it will succeed in snatchim the three eastern towns from th. 
Germans. Bur it will be a very h ud struggle. 

The convnv.iiion () train took place at the Pahr/.z • Venezia in the 
afternoon. Minute made. Ribbentrop, who was perhaps c;:pe< ling a 
[mu e and s'inple act eptanccc*( iheofiei oi an al iance, vs.a. take n al ^ k, 
so much so that the Duci* instructed me to spivk n- him again am r 
dinner, > r - order to cnipha/ise. that postponement docs not m* an o In al 
and that solidarity between the Axis powers is total own without a 
wi itu n c 1 v >j ument. 

I also lnul . talk wuh Me- . If was a nasty sh »*lc to Kibhenimp 
when 1 alluded to the pact of consultation betwi • n th' 1 . great j»ow« in 
proposed to us liy Hesse ... ilukiks name on October if. - h-;. now 
ioniums the thing and has given iru details -he says he received 
iii iiri'i lii ns fiom (idling, in the Fdlners carriage and in his j>t r ' n* e, 
mum ; then lit-d vi-'ii t<> the Siuleu nlaml. It is extraordinary that. tin 
Pop t-n Mii.i.li i Would knoy nothing ..bout a, but this is not the *u ' 
i iiru; that l.i. it . | j , n< d in ‘ ici'ti air . 11 ’ • yet a tot! a p"iol t 1 t < hi r» 
.i"' two antagonism trend. in i i tepee - ( »>i iug v aid ing otguni/e 
pra* * and Hibbentrop Intending, i 'Opur lot xai. 

.Mi dinner I asked \ .11.mi to ionic an . <■•• mi at hou.n. *.< "'dcr 

i > f iv» l.tiii • I> -au-.iM linns which 1 think may b r l,VvIa “ du¬ 

ll mgarian cause I aiulli .ally, h - hinted at tlu pn<M Mity of placing 
>,a i. • n the Himga Uu th oru . It would b£ inferes 1 1 

wht diet then t:: anything serioua behind tin. him. 

Orel on*: it J*) Phe Ducc wrote a brief note it t the Villa Hwloium 
!' 4 plyiiur to ( a i n u y on the pueMtioi } »h« a Wane c. I hi 1 noli, an i pt 
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rinciple, though the date is postponed, and establishes the piiradple 
ol' an ■ •(Tensive a well as defensive alliance. He read it to Ribbenirop 
this afternoon and gave him a copy. To-day’s conversation produced 
nothing new. Afterwards Ribbcntrop came to the Palazzo Chigi and 
we fixed a few points about the Vienna arbitration. He defended the 
Czech cause sword in hand and contested the Hungarian claims ('1 
territory with the same zeal with which the Germans made claims from 
Prague at Munich. However 1 get t He impression that, if we insist, we 
shall have our own way o\er the three eastern towns. 


OcTouui go. A visit from the Hungarians to brief me lor m\ 
discussion** with h ibbentrop over the arbitration. The deputation was 
headed bv Count Pstcrha/a, whom I have met several times in Buda¬ 
pest and also in Tirana, when lie distinguished himself re; a dancer of 
the m rd.i. 1 did not know dial the leader ol' the Magyar min >ritv 
in (bcchoslovakia wan the same I stcrhazy whom I had admired for his 
p» owess a a dancci, and I found it strange to be discussing frontiers 
and weighty problems with him. My admiration, however, is resm d 
ft 1 the (ianseurl And this 11c blcmart at the head ol the movement gives 
me die key to all the vacillations, uin ei taint ies, and fears ol which the 
lliingnr me; he - given proof in recent weeks. 

More I of the conversation: the y wmld be content if they could have 
Kama. Ungvar, and Munkars. 1 shall also try to do something ahum 
Nitra - the town itself*liiusi l-» icgardcd as lost. but we ought to save 
tli<* conniry r and it. 

ALwken.va (.nor in the evening to inform me on behalf of Ribben- 
t •-p that he murrs upon the advi.a' il.lv of giving d» Magyars the 
lhr< e disputed towns. 

< )< nxt Hi*. ■, t. 'lit Diu.e approved my plan f r tlie Vienna neg» *t ia- 
tion». 1 le is ph used at the way tilings are turning out. It deserves to b< 
nvorded dim in. was the. first t > speak of arbitration and that, a* always, 
in> vision was Hcai lit foresees .1 period itfdctrnle in lairope. f I docs 
*». .1 hoc v\ rr. ’ii* an to make conclusions to ilic iiencli - an iiiMinnount 
iihl, i”ii 1 be Jug between 1 is and ihun. fins will be ondeiv.l 

r isirr for us if 1 u v a.is, diey are going 10 <_• in tor bum; t .* It h 
L ord Per d; c mn c.uiicated to me a few drl.ub •! the. pm liamuitai \ 
debat« « n the implcnienlat ion of die Apr ! Pa< 1 

( h i'i lor Pol//.no. Mim;, e./mradcs came to die station, notably 
S..u ice* .nut the whole National Directorate ol lh< Pa i; . 


fyJoY: mim it i Al liol/imo I ' nil the iudmo ill area, now vei v 
imnoi umt .md bun: iapn.ll , < level. *pr«!. t he appeiiranci *1 die . il\ is 
< hhugi i'c, (n.ji 1 - rti . 11 to Malika; .mean. I' h mJ ol Maso oinuiirJ 


'it i«if *j«( \t:c.!r >iu.t. in, C 'i<*< i * 't t K*• a»u<». 
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Is perhaps a little heavy, but very cldc." ious. In ten years or even 
1 c \s.> it will be diflicult '•> recognize in Bol/aiw the Bozen of the old 
days. 

Marriage ceremony in the' \ ilia of the Duke 1 and Duchess of Pistoia. 
\ T ot interesting, except for the contrast brtv ecn the i athcr nld-fashionei! 
dress and ecieinuniul of the royal family and the pure twentieth* 
century seeing of the building 'ome uniforms and :•,**j n11 !• 'xi«»s eki h 
with modern furnitm . 

DciuoilsIi r.tn 11 at tin* station. I lound Ansaldo in the train and had 
i long talk . uli him II is die mo.i cultivated and intelligent j urna- 
list that the regime possesses. 

Innsbruck. I made a lain tour of th* city. It war cold, l ev people 
in tlie streets. 

Romano, tin ( ’omul, ays that Innsbruck has suffered much from 
the. Anse hlies* -it lived pri• < 'pally on fuicigvt tourism, which has now 
complete !v stopped. tl<>\ evo, the irg'unc i; taking i »ot anong the 
p pul n cht.es -thei arc no longer any unemployed. ‘Hie manifest a 
turns i friction art of a personal nature and can only be a prnhlrn 
for one generation at most. 


N o V! iit.R .. Vienna. Kibbeniro|. was a; the slat • A new 
•atmospm o 'J h> crowd go ' led liic with W.u’itlh and h uudlinrvs, 
f renumber the- iiigid we lcome reserved toi m by St hu ehnigg’s 
Vienna two oars . • 0. Som-thing ha c.hn cod lilt ii scorn** back 
n, thr city nd the resentment oner felt .wains, us has given wav to 
gi.unudr fr*r our h wine made possible dm h ippy result. 

C'loiiv i nation with ( oring at my hotel, lie wa: in multi, wearing, 

Ike by go y suit. A tie of lh<- olu fashioned kind, passed through 
a ciu., with a ruby '.far law * rub • ; or. Ii hnccis. In be button 
In V 4 great K.izi eagle with diamonds. A light smog ti »n of M 
< Jap» >ru\ 

I le denounc eV - he ! bmg u ian*t I )«• v s tli< y arc* in f a on nn In 
vs I'sicru !e*iiio« ra« ic . I hi* Js • ■»i; *o t oc> I a 1 I prot I .me 1 he die l *»•»(. 
inv! , Hr hinted at the p< dbibt v of a union or; \ «n \ uguihivia md 
Pull. V. > : i f id ui .'lad K iug Me >f i l»; 2» I ' Ii. - qnestn >n el* •. n* a 

mlc re u us. tiorirt ’hem, hi dial u s* add oi .urn "I ( hie. n 

(•iejvunna 

lu«*.t nuiv 1 ab ui with Ribbeutrop. Ih i o »u» to v nigh things 
, inn h ;is b e'n u favour "1 f’/'W si a kicl. H *’ %( waul U> 
give up all flu three t.n<* rv. Part it tilarly Mnnkaev as hr det lairs (h u 
if Hungry has all three Romuumu will have no possibility ot life 

{ f.,.:.,’ mu! all ,M.nc vlgajr out r I WJ.S e UtC H * cd I I ii., meant 

1 Isiitamifb I !/|k. • i uf Su\m>v t J*’iu i . *>ci«uii Ml die* l nr ' bah 

iju. i * «j. ae.i.a, u 1 m a. i» ai* a lUlj’.en • » « d.wtirrr of 0 i« i mi| of UUv 
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. j lie* cause of Prague. He is inadequately, most inadequately, 
prepared for the discussions. He is not documented at all and even his 
stafi officers are ill informed about the questions. 'This gi\ es me plciny 
of M ope. 

NoviiMUKr j. Belvedere. First official conference. I lie Slovaks 
defended their cairn well. The Hungarians less well: Kanya really 
badly, stupidly bitter and argumentative, and unconvincing nd un¬ 
inspired in his reasoning—Count leleki 1 better, calm and v/ith mOie 
doe 111 u an « .ion. Since Kiis morning’s first conversation Ribbentrop lias 
changed nis attitude—lie has come nearer 10 our point of view, and in 
conducting the dLousr.ion lie sticks to a procedure substantially favour¬ 
able to the Hungarians. 

Lunch and conversation with die various delegates. \ftcnv:irds 
Ribbt ntrop and I, with a small stall, went into conclave in the Golden 
Chain)-i.'. I h.v!: control of the discussion and, except for a lew 
dig) ifed jiMirUs, l v. able to trace the lift* ol the new frontier with a 
red pencil. Rib! entrop*. unprep.aedness enabled me to assign to 
Hungary pieces of territory whir h might easily have given rise tc much 
< ontroveisial discussion. 

Inc document. were piepared and the delegates ol the two ['.uno 
t amc in. L.hvalkovskv turned pale when he saw the map and id to 
me .soli a u'. H Ji hi have 4 ) iv *n to-- uorrow. No government could 
survive such a -low,' K u yu remained impassive but whispered J1 is 
sati* laction to U.igbtr n i Ian' ol the Hungarians pto at weie moved 

~Vill.ini * npt 

Kvrjiinp nth the Italian 1 lony in Vienna—thr\ . . amour tin 
most fiitIn.. ..stir «. 1 our n.»< .-.nals abro id. 

rjmnday ash >ot on the Ifiirgi nneistei “ cUate Hr is m old Nazi 
rvho endured I lmen nm itlir of prison under the old regime . nd sow m< 
lourtecu-v* ar-ol ! d.mdm at rested and s! Ut up with pmstituir* * u* 
several days, I - <ausc he had lit a nat aialist hie. this e:% plains why 
;!, v P ru It (#uV( mini 01 has to 1 Itaid with Si him hoigg ami' ouip.im 

Nioa ’..mi-.h 4. Return to Koine I w is w el, om< d at e aim >rt be 
i,mn\ hiciaivh.n aiul b\ d»< I lung. rm » legation 

the Dw r telephoned m the afiernoou and, under th< mipie .inn 
liiai m- if a 1 • If Aiiinv . and belav iiig lieu I wa . mmi r 

; .or ih lie r ning, h< gave orders to prep.n a deiuomu atinn h>i me. 
I! ..,i»e i> .a 1 d mI ah. ' a lived by air, he a ked •< me .11 , 

P.d ,;v/.o \ 1 r/• a. i Jo is very sjlislied and aid <0 to me ». 1;d btravn 
o\ ei\ 

’ ('*• in v.il l *j f ’an Minister. I’nnn Mini-w u|< !•» from HUrtuu) 

1 . (i| inuil I » ■ 1 •i 1 r < a mi ' ill Ap» 1 * r i . : • 

* I In in tun \'i uiiM tie* 
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Tin* Dure mlktd about the growing difficulties presented by 1 he 
dyarchy' of Fascism and the monarchy. It seems that during the 
ceremony at die National Altar yesterday there was trouble between 
him and the King . s the crowd shouted for the Duce and the royal 
inarch was nut pi a; <• 1 at the moment of the elevation of the host. The 
King remarked on this. '1 he Duce replied that it must he due to a 
momentary forgetfulness. The Kim; retorted dryly that for the* last 
eight centuries honours had always been rendered to the sovereigns A 
the 1 louse* of S.n oy. 

The DuceV comments on the .situation are dia; p and he makes ii 
clear that, if an opportunity to liquidate this state of affaiis presents 
itself, lie will not h-L it slip. 


Nuvj'mmiik Receive ' a delegation of Brazilian journalists. 
Feet ived Blonth 1 on a farewell \usit- - he is getting ready to leave v/h< u 
tie* new French Ambassador arrives. Blond' 1 is a classic example «>1 
the oflieial oi iniddlin ; rank. Hr is without talent, initiative, or courage. 
But he is scrupulous and correct. I*Ii> merit lias been of a negative 
oi«lr.i in these t\\u Vi <ns he has done nothing to aggravate the situation. 
And it would have Urn cry easy. To do more than this was beyond 
his capacity. Now we mi dl see Francois Ponret, lie tines not n.»m« 
uiulci good ai pi* c "I shall do everything/ aid the* Dure yesterday, 
in help him tn break his head. I don’t like th man 5 

Fhr Parly he. had orders from the Duce to in'• isily hr .mU-Sciuiti< 

< amp.ngn and the camp:.i pi tor Funisia aid Nice. 

Nos i m i i. u (S. Dead calm >u tin Intel nnti' nal front .torm on d e 
i'll* ias deal hoi i*on. 

Tu-morrow the C nmoil of Ministers will approve’ the racial law. U 
includes an artich pr- hibitiiw mixed mainages exc ept on d r point of 
death or lor the h ptimi/ati*ai ul dsprlng Thr 1‘npr would like thr 
d. in*io-.-»tIon to in. ierd< <i * to com t i t to Ca limit ism. I lie duo 

In rc]. < n .1 thi ^ it < | i si,' hieh would make lieliwronlrsiiu.il (enl 

i I racial. 1 I < 1 < •[ u wrote him a I*. i n i in his « \ n hand, nil It was l- lt 
• nan. irml, lie- dual hunwl indignantly to the King and add’ id 
,i letter to him, in whit h he accused thr Duce t>l wauling t« destroy 
lhi (domorclat. f have cam Vbosulmi a wp of the. f iler, whii h 
; , ,■* • cu ho I i i * 1 • Ku imiuch h« .;•« b»*i n u» pi «,*:« m 

ni 1 : i< c l.c » night . I as in>1 et is i I ’; ji 1 ( an l »ay da 1 ). ire Wa: 

verv shaken by n He i pealed thai (lie papal iIicms *s uimm eptal d*\ 
and spukr sharply about d • Memmciatiou’, . ha h th• Pope had 
thought » i ilge with »h«; Kin ■ Naims- ‘ thr law, v\d <d is w ry 
sevi.it: up a du Ji . s, will be passed lo-murio.v ai cording to 
programme 

Trlcgiaphed / • Beilin that re I » ■ < ennan agreement should be 
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made until die results of Chamberlain's forthcoming visit to Pat is arc 
known. 


No vi mb 1 R 7. Council of Ministers. Nothing part icubr. The Du < e 
v annoyed at the trumpeting made by Balbo over the sending of 
colonists to Libya. 

In future these colonists will leave in small detachments. All the 
moie as there is a 1 isk of their persuading themselves that they arc 
of!i< ial personages sent by the regime to cut a line figure. T his is what 
happened at Liu-ala, where the peasants at one moment refused to 
W'jri. because they bought their role was to be purely representative. 

Perth anno meed to me the British decision to implement the Pact 
on November Hf lie will present his credentials to me and not n> the 
sovereign, .is tins is in accordance with etiquette and practice. 

Ribbeiurop and 1 have agreed that we should not adept the invita¬ 
tion to send out two Ministers to be present at the Hungarian occu¬ 
pation c l Kassa. It would simply serve to irritaie the Czechs and to 
red) the arbitration ol its character of impartiality. 

Pram; .a-Poneei has arri\'ed. From th< Mil i try there went to men 
him only the officials strictly concerned wih such duties. But Atifuso 
n ib me that lime were a lot of people in the station and a! > outside 
■ *rd dial iI.mv was some applause, possibly on the pail of Italians. 

I reporfe ! 1 is to the Dure on the telephone and he was obviously 
annoyed. 

Novi \iiiI; 1; 8. it stems o irn* that there is not much hope of a 
To!>(froth rvir 1 with frame, lie Duee, in my usual interview with him, 

II .k cd t In 1 lies w hie 1 » uvr future policy will ha\ to f blow , ‘Objectives 
.Jibuti, a 1 least I-., dir e>tenl of a nuidonmiimi and neutralization: 

i unj.oa ill a ui* re m P similar regime; (Inrsii a, Italian and netn 
gallic 1’cd, f be iiifd directly; the houtiev to be pushed back to th»* 
Ki'i 1 \ ai. I on not iturresurd in Savoy, which is neither historic ally 
m.1 gro'nr'‘m alb Italian. This is the general p it tern < our claims. 

I do in 1 sjX’i ilv one ■ r I. 1 <>t ten years. 1 he time will be >< Hied b\' 
iv-nts. ».' " 5 < must .u*v( i !fr.r la. ol this g -e f 11 is umf 1 these 
a*' pu . that b'\uiroi>«I\»n< < lugh' liis mission. 

I. saw the tfonto de Chambiun again. 

(.01 in* had • dap n ar (o, P iris, n erf rd iustn•« t ion 1 1 v ait 

and ;'i < l 1 - 1 ' 1 du ial, who will lie up die ass where his 

ma m r trip; him But ii will go against the grain, boause he is a 
deinociai ami tli« reior' at heart a francophile 

\ lii if old man, \v 10 n; I ha'.eso ? pi rebel; diht in I ho Pi. I Iwu 

u , ai.nouiuid: to im that his - >uniiy has rcr< ,ni *d dr: Lmpirc. 

' !< ill.H IisliriM Attib&M.nlm m Paris, e»jh .}j. 1 '«>h ir.n Mlm ua* im 

! In- l .. . 1 1 - thr 1 ' <» i ,. 

‘ lr fin ih in tlir ,i^ituil 
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South Africa. 1 
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identified him a:, the Minister of 


Novemiu.k f). Council of Ministers. 

First convocation ^v 1 1h Francois-Poncet lie hied to be mV:;,? gr. 
Picking up the threads ol our Heeling < ontact in Munich, he opened 
the onversation in the tone of an old friend, dignified and sure < f 
himself* though lie is hu from being so in fact. He .stal led with more 
or less desulio* y talk, mo.ti) about hinisclfand hispnlun al antecedenti. 
then he cm me u> the point and said that ill presence in Rome si mil i«.. 
that France ha*, prolited by ihe lc;.:on of Munich and intends to march 
u ith a , ali tic spiiii. No Mig. mion of competing with tin* Runic - 
Berlin AMs, but a hope that it may be: possible io biing it nearer to th 
IVaiuv-British system, sr that consultation uf the four powvrs nuy be 
"Slablished j; a l'M^ilar prat 1 , e. 1 implicit with o Ii t of the pi oofs w> 
have gi.Mi d our goodwill. Hut between i: and France there is an 
obstacle: tin. ()m po i I ion h still that laid d*»\m by ihe Ducc in If 

( '• ii., sjje'vh. I*ran^ois-Poncet :giccd. He explained dir diOicailfies 
which die solution >1 this problem posentH lo his Government and 
declared that he will do his best n» facilitate an ayr emcrit on the 
subject. When he left, he looked very tired and .rrnied thouglitl'ub It 
is no easy io hod ore s wu> about in Rome. 

I ,»•- Lithuanian Miidom v\anis u.n to ire our ip ant ollii * h for a 
,et . merit w dt Germany and Poland. 


N<»\ i.MH lac io. Goui • il of Ministcis. 1 he law lor the defence «»l 
! !, • ■ r. i i |m ed UaiiH wauled to go :« • t. i' as t he ’ >nt * »nd. 11. ,■, d 
ex I mis ion ui ail Jew* 1 mu i he Party, blit the Dik r* opposed thiv >th* ■» - 

.vis,-, »j* u • !'i on nun io* al>«v iti'um, the I iw wa* appro* ed in the " > m 

pi ‘post'd by the Minister of tb Interior. 

fc (be* alt'Tir jo I had a merlin : a! lie' i*ala r.n Chigi ' all ihe 
tbi *iuh in »"ilif‘rn Frame, (.<» i, Ale, uu.el . 1 lie Dine inte nds 

It uv( a c aii|)i*i|*o « > m over tin Italians living m i i an* e. Tjuje a»e 
it »hou! a ii. Him »•! 4, irn». I !i sepirm!-,'T ti.-as mpl lem. * 

no, t. 1 tin <1 aiuatif • noma-ass ot th-.; problem. Ihe Fi ‘uch < ••ii’ctl 

A. ! pi , ued a mli.U < -in b «iah,»n.. >»l our n iun.d , aid hurl 
ih» u ijMinsi a* • s\ tth hat dice l oi mo*'d: can ' wit •' imagine*|, 
V: tother s jure e o 1 , u.. M , wouhi have been tin k b iv,• rved f-u die: 

tier dements tbi oinr death 1 ir odiers pi o'-, ulion bv mtrr»,<:»- m 
to eoiicn ration < unj ^ or forced laboui As J' lian ])«*h n may oblige 
us i meet * . -i t .. ith I rani e ar ’in. we do noi want, a nimi^ u situailon 
b> u, ur Ml 11 iota! wh » are dime to < turn S', ill be given the maxtinuin 
assist a lire, in th< u»rin of c mploytnen', subtidici, m *m 'VS| u hhi , 
I hf* ( ’«-n ’ul:U Hpi ' ;.»ed themsel es mi iinrnoU'ily in .tv'« »ur» »l thi*; policy 

* Alt ■.»i l it ynium 
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passed through very'- tragic horn's in September, when the fate of 
the Italians in France was so extremely precarious. But we must make 
cure of work for the repatriates. I have fixed a second and longer 
meeting for Saturday. 


November ii. The Hungarian Minister brought me a statue of 
Hercules as a present from Kanya. He also invited me to visit Budapest 
in January or February. Then, almost incidentally, he hinted at the 
possibility of disorders in Ruthenia, such as to necessitate its union with 
Hungary. I strongly advised him against this. There would be opposi¬ 
tion from Germany, and we ourselves might possibly be compelled to 
recall the Hungarians to strict observance of the arbitration. Hitler has 
been heard to say that henceforth he regard* the Ruthenian question 
as ‘his question’. L questo fiasuggeL . . . l I am sadly disillusioned about 
the Hungarians - first from a military point of view and now from that 
of corrcctne' they shot/ themselves to be anything but what we had 
expected. 

I had a talk with a Jew who was at school with me I remember him 
.is a vain and impudent boy, with the arrogance of wealth: he is now 
a sad, crushed man. Individual cases are distressing, but it is disastrous 
to consider a great social and historical phenomenon from the point of 
■. iew of personal suffering. Nevertheless f telephoned to Buffarini to 
call his attention to the case of the Jew with an Aryan wife. I think: hat 
this gestur- of detachment from the Jewish nation and religion should 
be rewarded with special treatment. If the family nucleus is to be 
protect; d, thi father must not be placed in a position of inferiority v ith 
1 s| k* i. to ’ is cltildrt n. 


N«;vem c ’• u 1 •?. I found the Dure more worked up limn ever about 
the Jews, lie apnroves unconditionally the reprisals canied out by the 
Nazis. - He says that in their position he would have gone t vrn further. 
He is jiIso furious with the Belgian Ambassador, who has written a 
report, of which • • M has obtained a copy, aying that the Italians 
cb 1 out want to fight. The Ducc has himself sent him four copies of 
a little boob describing om war and also an anonymous nob couched 
in thewe terms. 'There w rewun to believe that you? vy the Italian p* *>ple 
rlu tu *t li! e v u\ Tin y have, however, fought four victori us w.us in u 
quarter of a century.’ 

He proposes b < naef. a measure which will ju ike Jew? born in Italy 
in future stateless. 

l)r ret rived Perti whde I n’j> there, a farewell visit. He praised 
him highly and p-oinoicd hint n the spot to be < lencral in Command 

1 ‘Awl It*t 1 In:* In a . :iJ u unclcrciw allmci; Dante’s lnfaho y Canto xix, lint* mi). 

" \ mu J' >' Third '*. <-< 1 ry 1 lie < mi man I .mlms.v in Pari v a.> shot I v a Polwl, 

Inter. t • 

• /ij 1 lii. 1 1 i-i an'i ointiu iin in Germany. 


M 
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an Arm/. In the afternoon he telephoned to tell me that he had 
cancelled the promotion, because he had learnt that Berti is a bachelor. 
A general must be the first to realize that without men you cannot 
have divisions.’ 

Egy pt h: :• recognized the Empire- -a recognition of great importance. 


Novr mhf.r 13. Nothing particularly important. The Duce is 
critical of the German derision to impose a fine of thousand million 
marks. He ag.ces about reprisals of a personal nature* but considers 
the valuation of voin Rnth’s life at seven thousand million lire to be 
excessive. Or rather, absurd. He is worried about new threats against 
tlit Catholics. He says that any violence against the clergy and the 
rilurches makes the Axis unpopular and that, if an open crisis should 
dr * lop and Catholicism meet with the same late as the Jews, the Axis 
might. fail to stand the strain. And he is right. 

November i 'Die Duce .has for some time p^st been non 
committal about dr- Albanian scheme, but this morning, taking h;s 
cm* from a cruise Z»>g i:. making, he once more urged me to act. J lie 
date is to remain fixed for the spring. 

fie wa: vciy anti-bourgeois. He said that on January 3 hr will 
pnbli.di a strong speech against the Italian bourgeoisie, with the bile 
F;ur and Fonl of the Italia?) Bourgeoisie’. He will also announce l*is 
Ihmi wa\ • in the I J >folo d'Italic. 'T his is became the bourgeoisie 'u 
against the Axis and fails to realize that, if he had followed a dilfi rent 
]>oljcy la .r March, he would have been defeated by Gcr»nany. Franco 
would have been beaten m Spain, and Fran, * and England miglu ' v e 


taken ti e Empire irom u 

Thr Duce told me 1 * write v* letter to Gt.mdi prr announcin'*, our 
cla’riLs for Tunis, Jibuti, and the revision of the Suez tarifls. j wtotc 
accordingly and infonned Starace. Apart from his unique ! jyaltv, it F 
important that he should know all this so that he can »io his work of 
prepaihit: the masses. 

Meeting to si t up die immanent committee for the repatriation •>* 
j iy fie is abroad. l'lc 1 *• v. u pr< »cn<, beside btaracc, m uo MausOas 
, nd ’ c l*i 1 dentil <»l the Federations. 'J her* u.e a gem i'd appm iu- 
titin of 1 In ( loblcm, and wt ha c uuu.li om chipioOions fo* d ' hail!* 

veiywrll. \V* s'-aMwin. T fimnd an opporhinity na r.iisc .n a suitable. 

wa; the* question of inedentbm in I unii. 


N s\ m]• i u I',. Si"itl* 1 1 x ith Bufferiiu om rcpU to die note of 
prolea to o il 1 lie truth, a very mild pr<*u * smt by the Holy bee 
ilfi-r die f i,;u tna of u (l.r icti'! 1 i< id inr -mv , v h have truck 
■a blow o the (Viim *'icl.it in 1 hr g-firn of u.aniagr 

Throe t, Buti i mdr the final ana e".units with u - Ambassador 
o( Great Jfiiu’n lor the implctm m. don of tin April Fact, 
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othing else worthy of note. 


November 16. Today was dedicated to peace with England. 
Lord Perth came at 11 in the morning to present to me his credentials 
ad Irosscd to the King Emperor. He was moved and, in order not to get 
confined, lie had written down the few words he had to speak. Poor 
old man! He really has been through some emotions at the Palazzo 
Ohigi! Twice during his mission to Rome we have been on the brink 
of war. And now we are leaving behind a crisis which has been very 
acute and has dragged on for more than three year? I must acknow¬ 
ledge that Perth has worked well—intelligently and honestly. Even die 
events of September aft certainly felt the influence of the good relations 
Perth has established with me. And vet the first day he saw me lie 
wrote to his Hovniment—wc have the document—describing the 
repugnance which he fell, and forced himself to overcome, when lie 
shook hands with me, because 1 had directed the and-Pi ii’,h >:•**:> 
campaign during Abyssinia. 

In the afternoon there was a brief ceremony of signing for the 
implementation of (he Pac t. Then I went to the Palazzo Venezia to 
report to the Duee. He was very satisfied with what has happened 
and praised me for my conduc t of the affair. ‘All this is verv impor¬ 
tant,* he said, ‘but it doe:- not alter our policy. In Europe the Axis 
remains fundamental. In the Mediterranean vve will collaborate with 
the English ns long as we can. 1 ranee remains « msidc—our • lei;nr 
Upon her have now been cl dined. 

P idi also broached die subject of an olliciai visit of Chamberlain 
and ! Inlilax to Koine in the second week in January. 'I hr i)uce was at 
hist iv.luctc.nl. Put I emphasized the psychology \ value of tins visit 
and lie w led l>y giving his consent 


N0vrMnr.1t J7. Tlie campaign foi ihr repatriation of Italians 
ahro id has been launched In great style. The Duce . j roved the 
ilk :isuf» s I vc already iak< o and my programme of work. 1 think 
wv have hen a fine I'V cim I aide, which will yield veiy s itislac -r> 
n ..ill*' 

I i,j . i . 1 1 ' * syndic.d lead* > who .aid with oar vv *rkcu to 
(it 1 mail) Cm the prelate I tlv* book published by du 1 **d' 1 at ion I 
| (j , v c .ih i' a«' ' • m d a most favourablc opinion ot iUe utihiy »>1 these 

m i'.; j. i , \ hirli sene open die minds often worker: and <u the 
Ccim.iii:;( iTL-ci\ 4 f lith« rm, Kir uiaiiy 1 a nns, die t\v«> peoples hnvi 
h, . n jn a : mg'. | • echoing! a! relation to each other l 111 Ccrm.ui:* 
| j )Vr , , wf 1 i< 11* i csprofile; os. \\ > have iynj> c<1 • I them v.n hi ■ u 
loving llcoi Th'ongh more pre-isc knowledge, '' admg 1 > a licunn 
''•l them 1 wo sentiment*, we 'fall be aide in tin end 10 create a 4 rue 
Ash ;*huo${ihcTr. \nd w'd! or » \sicr in do 1 is through the \v<’ kmg 
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Inasses than through the more egotistic, more pacifist bourgeoisie, 
which is more deeply attached to the countries, like France and Great 
Britain, which represent the crystallization and the defence of systems 
rejected and overthrown by Fascism and Nazism. 

Vr'orio Mussolini 1 was to have gone to London, but the visit has 
been cancelled because his host could find nothing better to do than 
to v.rite a violently anti-German letter to the Daily Telegraph. I have 
informed Berlin of the incident and of the reason why the visit will not 
take place. 

November 18. Villani returned to the charge about Ruthenia. He 
say:', that the expected movement is taking place in the country, that 
the Ruthenians cannot live torn away from Hungaiy as they are, and 
that Germany appears to be indifferent to this fresh development oi the 
situation. This is untrue. I 1 - now that the Fiihrer has expressed his 
refusal. I told Villani quite clearly that I disapprove of this policy and 
that, if Germany asks u to join h r in addressing to Hungary an invila- 
ti; n to respect the terms of the arbitation, we shall march in step with 
Berlin. I am particularly anxious that the Germans should not iclicvc 
that wc are playing a double game and .hat it ic at our instigation that 
the Hungarians are ihi -wing oil on the flames. I also invited Villani 
to consider that Hungary’s position with regard to Geneva is now 
imtenabli. They will have to leave the League, from whi< h they never 
have received and never will receive anything. \ step of this land will 
strengthen linredy’s position, domestically as well., as the parties oi the 
right seem to be more and more active and restless. 

The Prince ;s of Piedmont gave me an account of her visit to France 
and Kngland. Nothing very important. She was very anxious to 
jlistiFv r ha-seif for having gone to a concert gi' en by Toscanini in 
Lucerne in the summer. She was peisusuled to go by some / 'end 41 m 
Milan nnd he had not appreciated the political significant m her 
action. 

\ * ft fnr.R ip. Villani made a further communication about the 
aituati m in Ruthenia and told me the important news that Budapest 
has informed Berlin of the situation which lias arisen. We shall wuii 
reaction*. 

f started work on the speech I am m make in the Guam w r on 
November 30 

j\«.. s I MUtR *0. While f was hunting at I Mandtiu neai l urm, 
Anfu > telephoned about 1 he. ch j arture of ion aeroplanes foi Ilungat y. 
I !,r Mure, it (ins, in a conversation with the Uimgai mu . f tiilri ry 
Attache, promised him these arm and also uulh'*i :/.cd “»e rommrncr- 
t m nt < 1 ojiei v ioi in Kmlietiia. The. w.u L< a us* 1)1 M " > I him 
I, ... 1 hr Du-.’.: *. dm .it >11. .1 juunuuY. I (is Uou w;e. tu have be « 


1 ViUorin Mil" 
l.'tr-M Haulwii kc. 
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iat the Germans are not against it. This is a lie. In the afternoon 
Berlin informed us that, questioned by the Magyars, they remonstrated 
sharply and ordered them to respect the Vienna arbitration. I agree 
with the Germans. These Hungarians are behaving badly, like a 
Balkani/.ed people, which is what they really are. 

Meanwhile the Duce has got himself into a serious mess. His honesty 
has been exploited. The promises and pledges lie made, were based on 
the premise of German consent. German consent is wholly lar king. 
The pledges, then, have no validity. Fortunately the threatening 
weather has prevented the aeroplanes from leaving the ground and 
reaching Hungm y If I arrive in time, 1 shall get the decision to send 
them cancelled. It would be difficult to persuade the Germans of our 
good faith, if at the same time we were sending the Magyars the means 
to carry out. their aggression. 

The Dace levs telegraphed orders to Berlin to get in touch, with the 
Reich Government, inform them of the truth, and agree with them 
upon identical action. 

I returned to Rome in the evening. 


November 21. The German decision is to send a note <0 Budapest 
to recall them to respect of the Vienna arbitration, and they have sent 
us a draft of the note. We are in agreement. I communicated its contents 
to Viliam and Szabw, who are unhappy about the incident. '1 hey had 
acted in perfect good faith, believing that the Hungarian Government 
really had obtained German consent. 

The Hungarian action will not take place. Particularly a. otu aero 
plane, have not left and will not leave for some time. Vinci 1 telegraphs 
ili ».t K.iuva, when Ue received him to accept delivery of the note, was 
resttallen and, though polite, icy. It is Ke nya who is responsible lei 
tlie* lucid mt, just as, through the personal enmities fie has aroused, In¬ 
is responsible for the am'-May r attitude adopted by many Germans. 

I spoke to Ribbentrop on Uir telephone. He i tally aw art »t what 
ha happened and lias no doubts about our attitude. 


Nov 1 mu v r 2c. Nothing particuk-rb outstanding, except the meet¬ 
ing of the Committee fer the repatriation of Italians abroad. 

Novmi;l: 23. Signed t!.-* agreement with Germany. It 

is an u nite, nndmij > uich goes father tie n the usual cultural agiec- 
t,w 1,1, woonine i:. in general nil. This one really ’ the doors ol 
Germany n i .Jian culture to an unprecedented extent. I 1 > r this 
• •» ’U \\< have y v< < 1 a gi * al deal of publicity to the e\ e 1 4 tn the pn ss. 

> ?« »•( h to 1 1I1C Chamlxi b finished, file dot remains liv'd tor 

Non ' tuber 'p>. 

A. anticipated, Imredy has resigned following hi« deioat in the 
‘ Cn-'r.i l vuk> Or.i io V •nrj-t.iigliiic< i, ua’^in Minister in BuJui ' St, 
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Chamber. It is too early to forecast his successor, but there is talk 
of another Imredy Government, further to the right. It is interc: ting 
to note that Colonel Szabo has revealed himself to be hostile to the 
present Government. In our conversations on Monday while Villani 
deprecated the possible fall of the Imredy Government, Szabo did 
not ..cm in the least disturbed at the possibility of a Hungarisi Govern¬ 
ment. In his opinion it is the only way to get a policy completely loyal 
h Axis and, within the Axis, to Rome, He does not admit that the 
extremists of the right are, as is usually said, in bondage to Germany. 


noVemder l\|. The Charge d’ATaires of Czechoslovakia handed 
me a note declaring that the questions pending with Germany and 
Poland arc now definitely liquidated. Tt is not yet the formal <Umar die, 
but it is the prelude to a request for a guarantee of the frontiers in 
accordance with the Munich agreement. I do not think we could refuser 
such a request, if it come., ail the more a. Germany would make no 
difficulty about consenting. 

1 informed Grhrich of what has happened in the last few days 
between us, Germany and Hungary. He was very grateful lor the 
information and (or the pule v we have followed. Had the incursion 
into Ri Ik ni * taken place, it would have had the result of weakening 
iIk- p«**;ilion of St yodinovich at a moment Mien he in fact requires 
♦ upport in viev of th .* forthcoming ejections. Ciis h confirmed that 
StoNadi* >vi< h, strong in the* majority lu hopes to obtain, v I) tend l< 
emphasize more and more the authoritarian eharacter of nis Gove; n- 
uu-nt. During the a uversation we nrmtionert relations be twee; 
Helgj ade and Atlwus and the uenioii of Salonika. 1 encouraged h'm 
11) mala- a move towards ihe Aegean, Yugoslavia’s natural o iilci to thr 
;;ea, at the earliest opportunity. The. chid purpose of this is to facilitate 
uni oil inn in Albm m, which is maturing according to plan. 


\ ovi'Mii v r ->r. Conferred with Moscom ’ and ti c law yrr (kwibino 
about Albania. They confirmed that the conviction, by no means new, 
l), If. lb, ' ill ■ erv on seize control oi the country, is sleuth Is dining 
ground. liiwe :u<; -;,»m u clions ofpubh* opinion winch • 'u ie i* 
U» r> j>iivss a hope ol this intervention, i he position oi ilu K\ g c ms 
* w a)< r and weaker. In court v holes there has been an increase <;l 
ant i-1 Oil tan let 1 mg. 

t unbar; 1 v as with the Duu lb announced a fori hern nit * n< u v» 
n Rued ilia, 1 - begin on appro v unaicly Deemibei 0. < bmnbara uaw 
an adorn. J 'e n. iwo i ol i)k m-ale of"in (roup* l' 1 ' b- '. -vo that .»*• 
forces i Mfi-po.slng the Corps ol Volunteers, which amount, iududmg 

’ Antoni M..»m. <’! .111 n i.i c' ilw n'uih .d ll.m 1 . ' l-or.ii, * Miun'rr 

ot f irmni 

* A. f inrubino, Din rmi* of tl • Nnhonnl II ml. • I Mennfi* 
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laniards, to about 60,000 men, will be able to play a leading lolc in 
the forthcoming operations. He asked for—and we agieed to give 
him—three groups of artillery, 100s and 1493, and also a certain 
number of men to make up for departures and losses. 

In the afternoon 1 saw Villani, who confirmed that Hungary has 
suspended all action in Ruthenia. He again talked about Hungary 
joining the Anti-Comintern Pact. By all means, but. first she must 
withdraw from Geneva. Villani believes that this will be easier if 
Kanya is replaced by Csaky. 

Villani told me that 1'rancois-Poncet had said to him that one day 
Hungary will find a Gauleiter in Horthy’s place and that she should 
beware o' Italy, which has already abandoned one country. Villani 
so he say:, made a vigorous rejoinder. 


Novemuek 26. The Duce has approved almost without alteration 
the speech I am to make ro the Chamber on Wednesday. 

Von Mackensen discussed with me the Hungarian proposal to join 
the Anti-Comintern Paw. In Berlin too they think that this step sh< »uM 
be preceded by a withdrawal from Geneva. 

The Ambassador also made a statement to me about the present bad 
relations f tween Germany and Brazil and tried to draw a parallel 
between the w ithdiauval of Lojacono and the forced withdrawal of their 
Ambassador. What it comes to is 1 hat they want us not to send Sola. 
While declaring (hat I was ready to examine any proposals and argu¬ 
ments of Ribbentrop’s, 1 pointed out that against us no measure* have 
b<rn taken which would ju.itib such a reprisal. I also ciuphnsi-cI he 
rnoimoto extent of our economic and political interests in Brazil, not 
to hM-niion the friend !v attitude of Brazil towards m at the tune of 
sanctions. 

No !■ m .l h 27. Nothing worthy of note 

Novkmvf.r : I found the Dure in n slate of indignation against 
the King. T' 1a iioi'.: r u tlic course o(‘their conversation t hi > morning 
on* ’ ling s id > him that he feclj an ‘infinite pity for the Jew:.*. 1 !«■ 
cited < uses of v>crs»ccution, anion tlmm that of General Pudh c, an < ' 

man </ eight h aded with mt dais and wounds, who has hut n depi ( \ed 
• fin ho’ -jekrept r. 1 he Duce said that tl it a ><• > 1,000a-oielrv; per pit* 
i.» Indy who •• v moved In the fate of the )cv. The Km: lcplied that 
he is . \c ol Lb He also attacked Germany, apropos ul the* creation 
<4 in 41J1 ddpii.. Division. 1 lie Ducc used „c»v \i«»Icnt evprc uom 
a bom 1 he me- .n in. M ,% rc ,nd more he nu diUtes a change o! . yslCtn. 
But jM ilrip' 1 i!> >omcni has not ’-ut • me There would be reactions, 
dt )i san> yestvtday llie gai .son oommandn reacted strongly when thr 
f cdohtU »• lci«a 1 a ilutc in the Due. and uni one to the King, 

\l< ci. ing about c liz*. ndiip t >t lie Ara! \ d.ai pah; uadi »n belwccn 
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balbo and Starace, because Balbo made remarks which .sounded 
offensive about the Party’s policy. 

Perth came to see me at home to ciraw up a communique about 
Chamberlain’s visit to Rome. The news was to ha\e been kept secret, 
but there has been talk in London and this morning the paper.- were 
full of it. I hat e informed von Mackensen of (lie visit and of its origin. 

Jacomoni gave me a little map showing the dispositions of the bands 
in Albania, 

November 29. The Duce received Francois- Pi meet. The Chief’s 
state of mind, ahead)' hostile enough, was aggravated by the heavy cold 
which has been tormenting him for the last two days. It was a chilly 
welcome. Franqois-Poncet tried to open the discussion immediately by 
savin ; that his Government has sent him here to continue the atmo¬ 
sphere of Munich. The Duce, who even pretended not to remember 
whether at the time of Munich Francois- Poncet had or had not been 
appointed Ambassador in Rome, replied thal relations betw-rn France 
and Italy arc poisoned by the Spanish affair and that on this subject he 
is notv iii : ,r e uncompromising than ever. Dr (livened the conversation 
<0 the internal situation of France, but Poncet, speaking slowly and 
v,uh an effort to impress, snuggled to return to the held of foreign 
politics by clutching at the theme of a Four Power Pact. Again lie was 
unsuccessful. The Duce said that the plan failed through the fault of 
the Freni h L ft mid that be certainly has no intention of proposing a 
similar plan. Then, with an absent-minded air, he add' d: ‘11 laui 
d’abord mettre de l’ordre dans la ir.uon. and ruse from his eh" 1 :., 
iraneois-Poncet did not add . And he left looking much 

less sure of himself than when he came in. 

1 talked to Mackensen about the announcement in the ./Vues C’hr- Mr 
of the project for a Tripartite Pact. Its- ems tint the leakage took place 
in Jap; nrsc quarters. 

Acquarotic, the new Minister to the Royal Household, cam' to see 
, aC amt said that he v, nLs to -cl a little fresh air into u - altnosph .v, 
Hut J must do alovvly ii. questions of form/ he added; dor il 1 remo <: 
tilt, fonns. * mnpieti vat u itn will ■ r« vralcd inside 

Novemiu'U I delivered my speech iu the Chamber, it went 
vny vverll When at th< cad I spoke wt the ‘iniiural as{ initio ns ol t : 
Indian proi \r there i.>»r *1 “ill .. vt : i iblc storm \ «a Munitions and 
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At the Grand Council bespoke himself at the beginning of the session, 
more or less in the following words: T announce to you the immediate 
goals of Fascist dynamism. As we have avenged Adowa, so we will 
avenge Yulona. 1 Albania will become Italian. 1 cannot yet—and I do 
not wish to—tell you how or when. But it will happen. Then, for the 
requirements of our security in this Mediterranean which still confines 
u>, sve need Tunisia and Corsica. The frontier must be moved to the 
Var. I do not aim t Savoy, because it is outside the circle of the Alps. 
But I have my eye on the Ticino, as Switzerland has lost her cohesive 
force and is destined one day, like many little: countries, to be disrupted. 
All this is a programme. I cannot lay down fixed times, I merely 
indicate (lie lin<*s on which we hall march. Anyone revealing what 
I have said, in whole or in part, will have to answer to a charge of 
treason.’ 


December i. Sparano read me a letter from the Brazilian Foreign 
Minister describing the domineering behaviour ot the German .Ambas¬ 
sador. He asks for our solidarity. 1 do not know what we can do, 
except work as mediators to clear up the in* ident. Bui 1 fear the crisis 
may be deep-sea. d. German propaganda measures among then large 
of mirs abroad aro < f.* kind to cause serious and justifiable u.dctv to 
the Rio Government. 

VilJani, in tears, as he usually has been in the last few weeks when 
die subject is mentioned, ilia iked me for what 1 said yesterday about 
hi> country. 

I had a long discussion with Ju< omoni .about the situation in Albania 
and the projected opt i\ tinu, Milch is nr v beginning to take concicic 
shape The preparations arc* going well. The Zog regime Tvcalsitself 
moo anti mor:: vnf.hly md lipe for collapse. 

Dm.EMi u Inactions to my speech are growing sharper every¬ 
where in France they have* become hysterical. 

In Italy, in*: * awhile, its success is great 1 have received hundreds 
ui filters and telegrams of congratulation. The Italians now nml*i- 
Mund that the Axis has objectives which arc not solely German— ur 
too have oin claims and we have o intention of renouncing th« m, c* * n 
it w'c i Mild. 

i hi Ducc, who is very pitted he •.. when he smells 
pu d(T, refill, M I .i. line ot action: to >ct . ..Me the Mus«nluii-Lavul 
ai’ii'um ni <»i \< an ' s* nc woi i/e our demands with llu* German 
colonial claims. ( lur dim mds are: Jibuti, Tunis, and a share in the 
Sur / Canal. 

1 A'fovu, in Al .i -i' ' die . ! u\ T * 11 i ru i J--I • n R i Bi»« . \n ..... in 

Alh:uii.i, u.»s tin- six' "• < f * J n Lilian drleal in ,<).* .. 

1 Mussnfim and Laval sinned an agreement iii Rome oh J aiiu iry 7, 1935, defining 
tin* ini. i ,i;j ol ti • ir two o.n’.fri'V in \ ; . ic;» 
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Conversation with Fran^oi -l^oncet in the evening. He affected to 
be v ry indifferent, but he was worried and anxious to give his demarche 
a more friendly character than that of a protest. He was captious in 
the conversation, of which I have made a Minute. Seizing hold of an 
isolated phrase of mine, he tried to get a definite statement that the 
Government was not advancing claims. I was very reserved. After his 
- dici.d dt mat die he* made a few observations, emphasizing particularly 
that 1 ranee is not a. country fallen so low that she can be asked perma¬ 
nently to give up *a pound of flesh’. As lie was leaving, he asked 
whether hr could go on unpacking his trunks. ‘It would be deligh'fui 
to live in peace in Rome, lie added. 'That will depend on *oud I 
t<• pti *d coldly, and after a pause, w ill r smile, ‘and also on us.’ 1 !•' 
was ; s wJiite as \ sheet when he left the room. 


DrcrMiu.ri 3. The European onhrstra continue" full blast, ft 
J *.4\ cm uj absolutely ijidiilerent- - in fact wc are keeping the controversy 
alive deliberately. The Dure is very pleased at what has happened, 
tie belie'ts that all tins is very useful for our Albanian plans- a 
(Ji;, rat" local attendon, it permits u- to make suitable preparations 
,;itiioul credIng . u alarm, and, lastly, it will induce the French to take 
our presence in Tirana well, so long a ; it means that the pressure in 1 
them is j el ixt d. 

! s iw Perth twice. The fn st time he announced the. date of Chamber- 
I, si lt to Roiiu Fixed for January 1 1. The second time he made 
, if'nmrche about die i unisian question. My reply was more 01 levs* 

hat f bad said to 1 Yan$ois-Poncct. He mailed mr to the observance 
of ran* ayn r , lent with England for the Mediterranean. I replied that 
I will reject any such protest, until my speech can be shown tn have 
'onuined anything which may be judged inconsistent with om 
eng a ments. 

Ah foi lb- M us a. I ini-Lava i P.<ct Perth him ell agree* that ii can no 
1 *i 1;• r be n gaoled as in force. 

i 1 * ccived Jacutiumi. Me brought iih him the man who is 

prep.uing to si 1 iff tin blow :v ainst the King in Albania. Naturally, 
l M is an «dd 1 i<’ud olthe King s, bit' he feels he has been neglected l»y 
n r and is <li .coil ent'd. 

ih 1 mii|. h j N< m nine partiv ul.n ly important in Korina Hiitthcrr 
. ic t aihei (iH'tiv "‘ports of anti-Italian in* idents deliberately o c a"d 
m Corsica, and id funis. These »' ir hcs help our g one ' cry v -iy 
!.11 im.r iln.y pjoiliiif ;i violet ■' reaction in ».ven tb«- least sen.Hive 
inactions of Italian pubhe opinion. 

1) j 1 i.Miu h y 1 1 • v w ' ( Ribba drop's I’m t hi onilng 1 * h» hat is, 
lilt: Ihr < Hid I derided not to di.mnvti/.r the ill*'idents and t<» CiiH 
teinpot ui s h dl t •> 1 l|e anti d » ei . h < a n »p» > m I h*» pi * I i • I ,toi I 






id* ■ 



for Ribbtntiop himself to be informed of this and lie expressed his 
satisfaction. He had liimseli sunmioned Attolico on the eve of his 
departure, and made light of the significance and the aims of his visit 
to Paris. 

With Jacomoni and GiioH fixed certain important points of the 
Albanian operation. The work of organization is proceeding well, and 
I think that everything ought to develop according to plan. The dis- 
apj > arancc of the King v r ill serve to remove any centre ol resistance 
and ihi- nu... merit will have the* whole country in flames in a few 
hours. T am wondering now whether \w hould not advance the 
operation, as the machinery is all wound up and delay may produce 
unpredictable snags. 

[.mig conversation with Starace. I gave him my frank opinion of 
«ome of his gestures and actions. In the first place the projected anti- 
buiirgcnv exhibition. It is ridiculous to annoy people for no rcn;<ii, 
as h. does—you can't torment them just because they go in tor five 
o’clock tea or evening dies':. It is niy belief that, especially win n yon 
have a niori narrow rigidity in polities, you should leave a larger 
margin of personal lib* it). Cert.fin c St trace’s measure* .ire < re.itin \ 
large pockets of discontent and disaffection. 

Di oi.Mr- r. 6. The Duct- examined anil approved the plan ot 
action for Albania. The only reservation he formulaicd prccisch was 
on the subject of Yugoslavia. Trance, Lnglancl and Greece do not 
worry him at ail. He is, however, following die attitude of Yugoslavia 
with at;ention~—it is not w much the possibility of a definite eoiircrr 
stroke, which would appear to be difficult, that worries him as ih it oi 
\vc* !:eniin; In r i " ntlslup with ns to the advant ago of Chi many '. It "ill 
pi 1 1 ups L>c w will to talk t * Stoyndinovicli and study the question of 
rompum tion, possibly el the expense of Greece, i.c. Salonika. 

li-. h has si nt me an hivi afion to n hunting party, wlricli ( have 
accepted I stmt "»i December o It is worth while La'.ing look at 
close quarters at the internal situation of Hungary, wlfii h is fio from 
biilfic.nt. 1 he iccfic.l n'gime f.nll continues under the pri cut Govern* 
ii ,*rjf, ..nd i-tiK a sharp turn of the. helm to the right can put Hungary 
h ick oi. tnc prop, r coo: ?e. Szabo yefaerday san , tin pomes of i/aiasi 
nwl llunp.ujtuu. 

M:m i*• p.u.-k ii - »ui Sjorn, Tlfiugs arc getting iia«> quite good shap*- 

there .nrI the f »rthcoMini attack in t j. Ionia may »' une a ((revive 
iIui.ukt. J - i. II r ;.. c.nfie. • pi‘ h -ili.it phrase has been oal imi 
nip i u, Pc hel.iud 'mv longer It. m\ erw he Coip., ‘ Volenti* is, 
in id i tin iu'!);ii:"d ' Gauibara, is » i line form, perhap.. hi tli i die 
cvr brfi r oid relalii-ni: will- the Air for*'* hav« oceu i heued up 
u\tiofu< toi dy. 
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Dr.r :umber 7. look Muti to see the Duce. The news is good—even 
the Bernasconi l -Gambara feud ha s been healed and our troops will 
engage the enemy under admirable conditions. 

Nothing, else worthy of note. 


December Anti-French demonstrations in Italy and anti- 
Italian demonstrations in France are multiplying. There is no harm 
in this, as they serve to make the Axis popular with Ital an youth. At 
the mororni they are student demonstrations, but then irredentism has 
always begun in the schoolroom. 


Dr gem: j.r 9. The Duce wants a little sand put in the wheels of 
the anti-French campaign, as, ‘if it continued at this rrte, wc should 
have to make the cannon speak, and the time for that ha.: not yet come’. 
But; he declared hinv.df pl< ; sed with the results of this test of the 
Italian public’s attitude to France. 

IV: th anc! I are preparing the programme of Chamberlain’s visit. 
Unofficially, he told inc that he disapproves of the French attitude. He 
has advised Poncet not to dramatize tilings. 

Baiella opened his h« art to me on the subject of Starace. He too has 
/ Vied the company of those who bitterly attack the Party Secretary. 
TJ ric I* now a veritable popular rising against him. I have made ii 
mv Milt 1 ■ disinterest myselfin internal politics, but I am wondering 
nov v h -flier l ought not to talk to the Duce. Starace has many mo it-, 
bur he ha-. made the two most serious mistakes which you can make 
n you have to deal with the Italian people. He has ero ded an 
atmosphere of persecution and he has caused annoyance by a thousand 
little things of a personal nature. Now the Italians like their rulers to 
rule with heart. They may forgive you if you do them harm, but not 
if you pester them. 


Degi.au: ; r 10. Nothing m orthy of note. 

Du ..-i in h< nout n r Perth at the Villa Madama. 


Dr.GiMBKR n. Nothing worthy of note. 

Di e t MBt u i •}." I reported my conversation with Pignatti to the 
Due 1 J ft buisi .nit viol' ii / against the Pope whose death he hop' . 
h.,i in the near future. Hi 4 threaten* - 'd to ‘touch the .sefisitiv* nerve and 
bring bin k to life the Chit dime Italy which hns nrv< r died. He said 
that in Pumagna the ehurche: were loelcd and boiled when I*.iscism 
began .mil that d people g- to them now i only 1 (mi ' they know 
that dr Hi.re (d 1 c. ii. Il( ended, )-.< v* . 1 b' dkirnme, th«. unpor- 
t,m<( il not pn v King a cusH with the V:uf an it l.lie pr^sein .• >>«n< t. 1. 
and h« : ul I mi »/cd me dcnv (H g port b.-.ia do * m n un ili/.iiwi. 

• t>111 ,\l ' 1 .. 1 d<• B(m.i,nmi. r iinnmiulcr of “•» I. Ji&tn pii * ,j nt ll1 

* I fir- lr. (;• 1 December 12 and rj . from the Hkvy. 
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of the final sitting of the Chamber. Oano 1 made a 
and ineffective speech, while Papa scored a great success with a few 
simple, .pirited words, true to his own nature. 

Oristich repeated lo me a conversation lie has had with Poncet, 
which confirms what I was told yesterday by the Minister of Uruguay, 
'oncet, who when he came here expected a very different sort of 
success, has nov, been soured. He counted on his personality to remove 
obstacles and revive pro-French trends. Instead he has found himself 
isolated, and he realizes now that there is no possibility of manoeuvring 
behind the scenes, since in Rome foreign policy is handled only by the 
man responsible for it. As the Uruguayan Minister gave me the written 
text of his conversation with Poncet, 'and Poncet used some sharp 
language about;he Germans, I shall give the German Embassy a copy. 
Jt will serve to weaken the sympathy which Poncet enjoys in cctlain 
German circles. 

Decemjm'.r 15. I accompanied General Oshima, Japanese Ambas¬ 
sador in Berlin, to the Ducc. His visit has the recommendation of 
RibbentrOp, as Oshima, like him, is zealous for the transformation of 
the Anti-Comintern Pact into a Pact of Triple Alliance. Physically 
Oshima is a perfect specimen of the Samurai, as the'* appear in old 
Japanese paintings and porcelain. Small and thickset. An extremely 
proud carriage. A lord and interesting face. When he began to speak, 

1 realized why Ribbentrop is so fond of him. They are the same type: 
mihusi. sis who see th ; n *• in simple t< mis—I am tempter! to say wishful 
' M 1 ei .. He attacked Russia and said that Japan intends to dismember 
Ii»‘r into so many snr-.li states that all thought of revenge will be * ain 
and ridiculous. He ; ho said that Japan want; to eliminate British 
interests entirely liem China and from the Pacific in general. I*ie sited 
a 'imd light on i h.-p,.siti«»n ol the English m India. Tlv l)nee repeated 
the usual n.'timer ts about the nc essity of postponing for a c< Plain time 
live transformation nt tb Pact* and indicated the period in which he is 
1 ik( u- to n il e derision, viz. between the middle ofjanuary and the 
mid tile of February. 

win 1. 1 >nr ( ; onsi;l G<ncwtl in Calcutta, reports that cm'kpfembci 
•. ; the N 'i joy of India'" told him that in the event l War he would be 
tpiiie unable to maintain Britisu rule in India. 

Gave M.urkeusen the mcMorandum of .! « l .uguayan Minister's 
conversation with Poncet. 

J ) 1 ( 1 Mr;)-, r i Tord lYrtli, with terns in 1 j is eyes, a. led for our 
0 i'r<n\ 'ht for Percy l.oraine. J11 tin- bottom of his heart lie still hop. s 
I lough he ft-not admit ii, that during Chamb Tlam inrihccunitij* 
Vi'.p 1.. Rom- wv n).' 1 . j suudt the Biitish Goea nmeni to go back oti 
1 P41 •' i'll historian, 1 1 urd l.inlulij; »\v 
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decision. I am aorry he is going. He is .a man who by a slow and 
painful process has come to understand and even to love Fascism. 
He has a genuine friendship for me, as I have for him. 

His presence here would still have been useful. Anglo-Italian friend¬ 
ship is too tender a plant to be exposed to shocks. And I do not know 
whether this Percy Loiainc is the most suitable sort of man. Not long 
ago he said some disagreeable things about Italy and the Due:'' arranged 
for some anonymous letters to be sent 10 him, containing carclully 
chosen insults and equally carefully chosen newspaper cuttings with 
photographs of our armed forces. The auspice- are not good. To think 
that Perth had become friendly to us as to telegraph to hi:; Govern¬ 
ment — i have the deciphered text- on the day of my speech to the 
Chamber, that the Deputies’ shouts for Tunis and Corsica did not 
reach the diplomatic gallery! 

Perth recommends that while we arc waiting for Chamberlain’s visit 
the campaign a gainst 1 ranee should be abated a little, in order not to 
ere ite greater difficult s of a domestic nature for the Prime Mfrnstrt 
I gave him as .urancr c 

Received von Mackeuseu and Sirautz 1 and gave them a report on 
the interview which took place between die Duct* and General Oshima 
at the Palazzo Venezia. 


L)kc:emi r.R 17. Nothing particularly striking, except that the Dure 
approved, and : therefore sent, a noti to lh« ITrnch Amb.r^ador 
ail inning, with documentation, that the Mussolini-L# > al agreement of 
January 1935 is juridically, politically, and historically siq arseded. i 
gave tin: note a charac ter of perfect serenity, and I concluded with 
a veiled hint at the po sibility of a resumption ol negotiation.!. We 
mu, not, just yer pull the cord too tight. Abov< all, we must a t 
pit:cut the French with an opportunity to blow Chamberlain's it 
iky high. 

Mussolini has gone to Carbonia, the rv*w coal-producin', an 1 in 
Sardinia 1 Ic is \< » y .satisfied with the results of the struggle for am.n! ; , 

* 1 c said ro me to-das that .l vva the foreignt rs who convinced n . tliat 
ni;r country so b-.peraw ly is.nr t.hai it is cju c usrlr to s< arch jn 
tor ' ‘•• ources. He • one U who persuaded us in the pa > th.u 

w'i re not a 1 ace, but an unwarhke conglomciation oi nun ar ! 
m-nicn lirrii to .erve c ! A f; lit t 1 1 ; ’df, .1 not di. L\ u 

example of tins conception is to Ih found in the n purl mif. 10 the 
Din »i y by ( hn< rd B< 1 tl »■ r afn 1 lie had ii l conun. u 1 11 1 1 • l!v * 


Dr.ca* m it P* id. lsclo.hfoi Hungary. \t Trieste 
n«-wd: I'l'rted us with fc? vid demount rations 


1 ml Post tin ;i iho 
and shout <v| 


1 ilu emno u illegible* in lh - iginn! dmi>. 1 " rra rent «* appeal* to i r f 

1 . vim Strain/. (■• •ui’tfllor Ih h 11 I ulusw m J- 
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TPdnis, Corsica, Jibuti 5 . These are spontaneous demonstrations on 
; !u* part of the masses, who feel rising within them a profound 
rancour which accords with the traditions and the instincts of the 
Italian people. 


Sl 


Dfcumber 19-20. My reception in Hungary, all the way from the 
frontier to Buda] est, was that reserved for a returning . on, not for a 
foreigner to whom it is desired to pay respect, T was rather moved. It 
was cold, vcr. cold, but the people were in the streets just the same. 
Numb with 1 Id and red in the face under the lash of the iev wind, 
they continued *o shout and applaud. 

In the Government too I found u new' atmosphere. I spoke frankly 
of wImI the new Magyar policy will have to be: open, steady, and 
uwmj tvocal adherence to the Axis. They all agree, though there is an 
atm- phere of open hostility towards Germany. They arc afraid of 
Germany. Gsaky docs not conceal his anxiety, nor docs Imredy. This 
explains the intransigence shown towards SzalasA; Hungarist Party, 
which is, nevertheless, gaining ground among the young. 1 assured the 
Hungarians that we will never permit Germ 1 ny to act towards Hungary 
as she acted over Austria. In the case of Austria there were very 
different reasons, which made the German policy logical and therefore 
acceptable. This assurance of mine did much to calm the Hungarian 
leaders, i hey ended by arriving at a concrete pohoy on the following 
basis: adherence to the Anti-Comintern Pact after (Nnky’s visit to 
Berlin; departure from G neva in May, after provoking a crisis with 
the I.e.igue './Nations by pi 'senting n hopelessly unacceptable memor¬ 
andum about .la ir minoritim; raf\ f rorhemeut w'ith Yugoslavia. for the 
iast-iiu utiorua! pm pose ;b~, asked nv if 1 would take the opportunity 
oi mv iex. meeting with Stoyadinovich o lay the foundations of an 
agreement. This is very satisfactory. Nothing nm.i be dont which 
might lake on .a an«i-<>rrman flavour, but from every point of vim 
u i , od that a clmr bloc should be formed between Italy, Vugosl ivia, 

. n . Hungai y. 

Towards lion mania Hungarian sentiment is ver> iu^sti !<*. Csaky gave 
iur a lnnt nl this, but. hr was iuwi* di.itcly interrupted bv lnuedv, who 
had fop sm my objecti -us. The Regent, however, spoke more oprnh 
u> »nr of a pn ible attack on Roumama and added th.w the i ! ■ « • had 
indicate. | to himin Kom< his approval of an action of this 1 » n, h 1 threw 
.!() vv out on V id \» and gave the Regent to uneciMaml Pm. stall 
.] der *si‘-n w'ould. ’ 'ober exanuni-d in th< light ( 1 the .nbsccjuent 

i.lr\ i kij I\ta of thr situation. 


’i. The internal dination is not altogether cleat\ ihe 
anu-ScmitH. I.iw*?and thus*Tor eyi n m rcloim will be launcher .‘lioi tiy, 
and the (iovcruinMU experts lang results f om tlum. \ shall sec 
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there is no doubt that a new ferment is at work among the young, 
and that the whole feudal structure of Hungary is beginning to be felt 
as an intolerable burden by them. The Hungarist Party is spreading. 
Round Szalasi there is growing up an atmosphere of martyrdom which 
is useful to him. I m>, 11 do not believe iri the Government’s accusation 
that he wants to sell Hungary to Germany. Hubai, who is leader of the 
Parly while Szalasi is in prison, sent me a very warmly worded telegram. 
In order not to be the author of a document which the Government 
might view with disfavour, I made no direct reply, but I let him know 
through Vinci how pleased I had been to receive the greetings of 
the nationalist Magyar youth. Who knows what the future ha c in 
store? 

Di.cf.mi.i:r 22. Return journey. 

December 23. I reported to the Ducc, who was very pleased with 
the results of the visit. We made a general survey plus programme and 
settl' d l-’\v points to be discussed when Char berlain is here. The 
Ducc also confirmed that it is now his intention to adhere to the 
triangular pact of assistance, as proposed by Ribbentrop. 

The attack in Catalonia has had notable success. Gambara’s tele¬ 
grams are enthusiastic and even Muti’s scanty dispatches confirm the 
success. 

December 24. I gave the Geraiai Charg<$ d* Affaires and the 
Ambassador of Great Britain copies of the note addressed by me to 
lYjni ois-Ponc-t. Pc: lli read pan of the note and expressed the opinion 
that it was very temperate—the end seemed to him particularly good. 
We talked about (lie pP dge France had gi\ n us to support our action 
lor the conquest of Abysinia. Perth said that Laval had sought him 
nut and odd him that thin pledge related only to economic questions, 
'that is not true, f told Perth that the French were fully mMriii'.d ot 
»ui plans for territorial conquest. I also recounted to him a conversa- 
i .11 I had with rkmdin in Paris in May iq ; r >, in which he gave me 
mine a«P'ke about die best method of starting the war. He suggested 
stirring up a rc -oil of the Ras against the \cgus, which would have 
give n js a pretext to intcivene. These statements of mine made a great 
impression on Perth. 

(1 < »od news tire an Spain The advance contin ics, in spite ol the 
conntcr attacks of the Reds. 

1 ) 1:1;i*.Miu*.R 25. Nothing n< w. VIo»r disturbing reports lion* Yug >- 
.si e.'ia about the position of Smv uli lovich. Bu although tin: results ol 
•li« ele- mms give ram ? n vedvi, i. n self am not alarmed (or the 
jiresei 11 l v *\ ciiu.icnt. 1 have great • -ulideme in • - ovadiiiovi' h. He ;s 
a pi fa with a si* ujy pulse and la h uv caf. •' ,J " i; ” '' heavier stoi ms 
tlmn thitt. 
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embe R 26. Franco has sent a note in reply to ours. It is a bland 
contradiction of our statements and i« naturally not without certain 
iliac curacies T do not think it requires a counter-reply. 

Good new , from Spain of the Italian units, w hich are making rapid 
pro;-re: towards their objectives. The Spaniards arc not doing so well 
once more they show themselves to be slow and irresolute in the 
offensive. 

lhr Nuncio spoke to mo about the position of Catholic Action and 
launched out into a sharp personal attack on Staracc, whom he 
described as ; n dangerous pagan and a disgraceful example of im- 
r..■ r ility in hi’; private life as well. The Nuncio hinted at tlu; possibility 
of a visit from the Ducc to the Pope on the occasion oi the tenth 
anniversary of the Concordat, but I replied that the idea did not . m 
to me feasible. At most I might go to the Vatican myself bearing a 
message from the Ducc. But even that will requiu: < onsideralion. 


D1.01.M lr 27. Nothing new. 

Dm 1 mi i n 28. I have intervened in Spain with Franco, and hav - 
also got the Germans to intervene, to make him decide to move Ins 
troops. There a possibility of winning a decisive victory, but oner 
again the Spaniard:; look like idling ii slip through their fingers. 

hi n.Mi'.i k 20. Nothing very impor* ml. Corivers;itiori with our 
Nava! Attache in Japan, Commander Che, who described the cntliu 
sia. m of die Japs f< r Italy and their resentment agains Germany. Ghr 
is a \ f TY good friend of Japan, but he says (hat we >h<mld n<-i rely on 
tier ion much. At » i the conquest < f China he w ill nee.! capita! and 
she will need rest and die won’t warn to sa« rifiee lie, own interests 11>r 
any fir ign country. 

Dt. - Mui'.r. 50. Communicated to Lord Perth on tr : ,/menl for his 
iue< essoi . 

Moiielli t». . k from Corsica. continued what I ahead* knew, i.e. that 
(!m « {Mi jrredenii.m* does not exist atitl that tiie whole 1 arty of Petru 
K*ii:ia • mounts i * about n u i < isons. I'tit‘ otlu sale, liowevct, is not 
< vaed’- frrw 1 - if - —du: dire< to-s m the Corsica - news pa .as whi« li 
u n os v h»w*n» against us told Mmclh diat, ii we givi them a little 
n.inist publicity, they will break oiT tlu iti-ltalian e: nipaiim- 

f/ ug eonversaiion with \lbcrto Gian urn, 1 vh f » has cun*' bin iv from 
.1 b.ro7 sojourn abo. id. I had not seen lorn since lie emigrated, about 
(•mi trail t.s a ;« lb has got <at and • * longer ! as ll». 1 t h< ll.ous 
viwu.ii\ ' mind which - uaracto ized him in the ol » da .. »h wdked 
abotit tie e oild oi tv co V- -a vvreuhed liitlr world, without hope or 
will, r.plii b\ pei : i amm'sitirv md compelled b 1 move in the orbit 
1 Alberto Cbannit i. 4 jonmalht. 
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proscribed by the masters of the house, that is, the French Govern¬ 
ment. A little world of moral and material misery destined to disappeai 
In the near future without leaving a trace behind. 

December 31. The new Japanese Ambassador visited me to present 
his credentials. For a career diplomat and a Japanese one at that, he is 
pretty outspoken and energetic. He talked about the Tripartite Pact, 
and immediately revealed himself as a partisan of the strengthening of 
the system. He does not disguise, however, that there is still a strong 
party in Japan in favour of a rcpprochr ient with Great Britain and 
America 

from Spain Gambara and V iola report a conversation with Franco, 
in the course oi which the Generalissimo seems to have been persuaded 
to unite hi: efforts to ours in order 10 get more concrete results from the 
offensive in Catalonia. We .shall what happens in the next lew days 

-ju^t now precious time has been wasted. 

Bastianini painted a very sombre picture of the internal situation, 
and ho too fulminated against the usual culprit, Starace. r l here 0 some 
truth in ir-v.c are not living in a bed of roses. Bin Smutce is not 
wholly to blame and one must remember that Bnstianim, at forty, is 
ahendy a discontented, mured old man, who can only talk of what 
used to be done ‘in his day 1 . 
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